
Wl4EREAS. the Intermodal Snrface Efficiency Acl of 1991 (ISTEA) expircs on 
September 30, 1997, and 

WHEREAS, the Nation's lransponafion inhaqtmcture plays an integral pan in Mesquite's 
mlomy,  and 

WHEREAS, the United States Depulrncnt of Tmuponation hurepanod t h t t h e  nation's 
transpmtion network is i s  dire need of a substantial increase in the level of financial investment 
lo bring the syslem up to standard and to lneel expanding tmnswrlation demands. and 

. . . . .  
WHEREAS, Mesquite expends considerable City funds on accidents and incidents that ........ . . ,  . . : 

3 . ,...: ........ - ' :  . i occur on stlbslandard Federalaid freeways within the Cily limits, and 

WHEREAS, our Nation needs a simpkr, more responsive federal n ~ r h c e  transponation 
program if we are lo respond effectively lo the tnnsponation challenges and opponunitier wc 

. . 
confront as we enter che 2 1 s  Cenrliry. atid 

. . . . . .  
WHEREAS. a more flexible federal surface transpanation program will k t t n  enable the 

Slate of Texas working together wilh the City of Mesqui~e to develop I d l y  craAed solutionrr 
to meet locally identified tra~~sponation nerds, and 

WHEREAS, the General Accounting Office liar delennined thal cumnt ISTEA funding 
formulas are not needs-based and su ourdared factors for distributing funds among #he States. 
and 

WHEREAS. the Stale of Texas annually receives 25 prcen t  less federal gasoline tax 
revenue from the federal govemmenl tlmt il colltcts from garolitls sold in Texas costing ow stale 

I 
I approxhnately $203,000,000.00 per year in lo* revenue, and 
I 

WHEREAS, the T e x a  Depanment o f  Transpanation projects that only 33 percent o f  the 
transgonation needs in Texas can be met over the next 10 ywrs, and IIK Nonh Central Texas 
Council of Govemmcnlr projects that only 30 pcrcenl of Nonh Ccnaal Texas needs can be met 
over the next 24 yean, and 



. . . . . . . . . .  ... 
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WHEREAS, the formulas used in tho STEP 21 proposal (Streamlind Tmnspntation 
Efficiency Prcmam for the 21s Century), embodied in the "ISTEA Integrity Rcnoration Act' 
filed by Conrrcssman Tom Delay @-Texas) and Senator John Warner (R-Virginia), are based 
on mcdem faclors associated with the use of the transportation syaems, and 

"w,w"-," 
; , ,,.+:.,,> z :, . , , ' 
. ,.: ..< l* .. ,., :. , WHEREAS, the upcoming fmu!hori~ation of federal surf&ce transportation progmms 

. . . .  ....... represents a critical oppniunily to e i n m  that the future methods of aUocating redeal 
lmnsponaticm funds among the States are equitable a d  fair and take into con,ideralion he  mre 

... modem n d r  ofrhe system, and 

WHEREAS, the S T E P  21 propasal will provide a multi-year authorization for a 
simplified, cn~tsolidated, and adequately funded federal surface vansportation program, providing 
Texas incrrascd flexibility to nlut unique needs. a i d  

-. 
WHEREAS, the Step 21 p r o m 1  will respond to the key federal surface trmsponation 

terpomibility by s u m i n g  a consolidated. adequately funded, and more flexible Natioml 
Highway System, and 

.!, ............ . . . . . . .  ;...:. . . . . . .  : , ..~ WHEREAS, the STEP 21 proposal will sirandine the Surface Transportation Program . . . .  ....................... 1 
;.:::i,; ,>,,,,>: <:., : 

to provide Tcws and the City af Mesquite with greater flexibility to address local transponation 
........s. 3.: . . > , .  : , , ~ - j  
.%:<> .. .: . .:, . . .  necds including compliance with Clean Air Act mandates in rmattainment areas, and . . . . . . . . . . .  ... . . ' I  . . 

a 
..,:.. . . .  ,, ..., . . WHEREAS, tI= STEP 21 proposal will provide a much fairer balance between eaclr 
;;g&:,&:+~;,,..<.;. . i Sate's highway tw contributionsto the Highway Account of the federal Highway Trust Fwd m d  . . . .  ,rYa*~5,: .; :;:.. 

. . 
.::*:.,.!$;:. ;'..,. . " 

funds that slates receive from lhat fund, while continuing to a u i a  all starcs in providing road 
.>>..n. .... -..' . . .  
>>>'",%2:..<:)<' ;. : . , syslems urgcnlly nceded for national and regional mobility, economic connectivity. intemional 
L !Gi > ....... . :,.. ... :::, -.- CompetilivenoJs, and national defense, and .... 
&&*<..i;::' . ., 

... . * i r , , < k p . ~ . c - . . . ~  
-",.:.: ., WHEREAS, tile STEP 21 proposal will prrwwe ISTEA pnnersh ips  whh local 
$.!,,;, $:*,,. .!~.. ,. ! aovemmentl, and 

> :;.; .%.. ..:....;.. ; ;<,, <.*.:!?A; ,, ,:. 
, o,q;>~.: : . WHEREAS, d ~ e  STEP 21 pmpasal will include local governments and metropolitan . . . .  

) i  .:~..,:, plaruling organizations in Ole decision making process for transportation planning and projet 
.&@@&+;:.,. selection, and rerain t l~c  1STE.A suballaation of federal funds lo transportation rnanagemetlt 

;,; ,,,. ,: ..:,,:., ,, 

**..,... <*.?.. areas. .... ... " ..).... :.. ... 
;.'.,;';; ~..:;:> ,:. . .  $ .. :...\:. *,..' ': 
i *-:5..... 

NOW,THEREVORE, BEIT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ........ 
.. . .  . ,?. ... . ..'~4,$!. ,.>.+ ::- '.. ,. 

. . 
MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

. . < . .  
;:;'r. :.:,;: 
7.,.,. .. ........ : -. That the City of Mesquite slippons tlic Streamlined M s p o n a t i o n  
..:,,:;<q;< :.,:::: : : ,.',. , , .  

Efficiency Prograln lor thc Z l a  CtnluTy emkdied in H.R. 674 and S 335. 



SECTION 2. n ~ a t  the City of Mesquite encourages the Texas Congressional Delegation, 
the Governor. the Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the Texas House of Representatives, the 
No& Central Texas Colmcil of Govermnents, and other mombe= of the Texas m p o n a t i o n  
eommunily to nl?pon and work toward he succwful adoption of the principles included in tile 
STEP 21 proposal. 

SECnON 3. m a t  the City of Mesquite applauds the leadenhip ofthe Texas Depanment 
of Transpartalion CI'XDOT) in developing national legislation aimed at highlighting the 
significant inequity to  Texas and other stat- of anliquated fimding formulas 

SECTION 4. Tl~at the Cily Manager is anthorized lo take lhose s t e p  reasonable and 
necessary to con~ply with tile intent of this resolution. 

-. nut the resolution sllall l a b  effect immediately from and after irspasmga 
and approval. 

DULY RESOLVED by the Cily Council of the City of Mesquite, Texar, on this the 21g 
day of July, 1997 

Mayor 

ATTEST: APPROVED: 

Ellen Williams 


