
RESOLUTION NO, 35-95 

A RESOLUTTON OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF MESOUITE. TEXAS. EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER 
FSINST~TEXENT OF TEXAS LAWS THAT INCREASE THE 
SPEED LIMIT ON HIGHWAYS WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS 
OF MESQUITE, TEXAS. 

WHEREAS, the United S t a t e s  Congress  is moving toward r e p e a l  of 
t h e  na t iona l  55 m i l e  p e r  hour (mph) speed  l i m i t ;  and 

WHEREAS, A r t i c l e  6701d, S e c t i o n  1698 Vernon C i v i l  S t a t u t e s ,  
"Temporary speed Limi t s , "  w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  be repealed when the  
n a t i o n a l  55 mph speed l i m i t  is r e p e a l e d ;  and 

WHEREAS, Article 6701d. S e c t i o n  167 Vernon c i v i l  s t a t u t e s ,  
"Authority of s t a t e  Highway Commission t o  a l t e r  maximum speed 
l i m i t s , "  delegates  t o  the  Texas Transpor ta t ion  Comeissian t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  de te rmin ing  r e a s o n a b l e  and prudent speed limits; 
and 

WHEREAS, t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Texas Department of 
Transportat ion has r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  e a c h  D i s t r i c t  o f f i c e  recommend 
reasonable and prudent  speed l i m i t s  f o r  t h e  highways wi th in  t h e i r  
Districts; and 

WHEREAS, t h e  D a l l a s  D i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  Texas Department of 
Transportat ion is recommending a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  speed l i m i t s  on 
freeways within t h e  C i t y  of Hesqui te ;  and 

WHEREAS, t h e r e  are 20 miles o f  c o n t r o l l e d  access  freeways 
w i t h i n  the  City o f  Mesquite; and 

WHEREAS, the i n c r e a s e  i n  t r a f f i c  flow, and consequent 
congestion within t h e  Ci ty  of Mesquite  over the pas t  22  years  t h a t  
t h e  na t iona l  55 moh soeed  l i m i t  has  been i n  e f f e c t  increases  the 
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  accident% a t  h i g h e r  r a t e s  of speed; and 

WHEREAS, the combined t o t a l  o f  t r a f f i c  acc iden ts  on Interstate 
Ilighway 635, I n t e r s t a t e  iltghway 3 0 ,  I n t o r s t a r e  Highway 2 0  and U.S. 
Iiiohwav 80 cur ren t lv  s t a n d s  a t  497 o e r  ca lendar  vaar. sr  39 norcent 
o i * ~ e s b u i t e , s  annu& t o t a l  t r a f f i ;  a c c i d e n t s ;  a"nd 

' 

WHEREAS, t h e  combined t o t a l  of  t r a f f i c  f a t a l i t i e s  on 
I n t e r s t a t e  Highway 633 ,  I n t e r s t a t e  Highway 30, f n t e r s t a t e  Highway 
20 and U.S. Hiahwav 80 c u r r e n t l v  s t a n d s  a t  e i a h t  oar calendar  vsar. ~ ~~ ~ - ~~~~ . ~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~- .~ . ~ -  ~ 

o r  7 0  percent bf H c s q u i t e , ~  annua l  t o t a l  t r a f f i c  deaths; 
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