
WHEREAS, i n  an act relating to emergency medical services. HB 791, the 71st 
Legislature of the Stale of Texas passed enabling legislation for the coordination and 
support o f  a stateivide system of poison and drug information services and the allocation 
of funding to support the erertian and stabilization of such a system, and 

WHEREAS, a Texas Slate Poison Control Coordinating Committee wus established 
by the above mentioned legislation and h a  a stated mission to establish and maintain a 
state-wide poison control network for thc purpose of reducing incidence. severity and cost 
of poisoning; provide informatiom1 senices t o  health care professionals; and maximize 
available resources. and 

WHEREAS, t l~c  North T c r a  Poison Center w i~ .  eslablished through a 
public/priv;rte partnership following ;) COG study defining poison control us the missing 
part of a regional EMS system, and 
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WHEREAS, the NortbTexas Poison Center has been receiving an increased volume 

o f  calls following thc implementation of 9-1-1 state-wide and the increased awareness of all 
EMS providers of !he importance o f  poison c o ~ ~ l r o l  centers offering 800 sclvtce, and 

WI-IEREAS, the increz%ed call volume has placed a staffing burden 011 the two 
regional centers in the state offering 800 service. creating a budgetary crisis endangering 
the continuation of that servicc, and 

WHEREAS, the North Texa Poison Center, which has since 1984 provided 
immediate life saving inform~tion to tllc citizcns of the City of Mesquite reducing the need 
for emergency transports and unnecessary bospit:d admissions, and 

WHEIIEAS, 63% of the calls involve children under the age of 6 and i t  is our duty 
to protect our youngest pupulation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED I I Y  V I E  CITY COUNCIL OF T I I E  
CITY O F  MESQUI-TE, TEXAS: 

SECTION I. l'11:lt the City Onlncil of the City of Mesquitc joitl thc North 
Texas Poison Center. the l 'cr~s State I'oison Cenrcr and the 1-exnr Association of ?ainln 
Centers, in cncouragine the Stale Legislature to fund the provisions of 1iB 791, llle 
enahling legislation for state support of a six ccntcr systen~ o f  poison control. providing 
furtller econotnies for tlte citizens of Texas I>y reducing the lnecessity for higher cost 



emergency response and by providing equalized funding across counties served, by 
population. 

DULY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Mesquite, Tuas, on lhis 5th 
duy of October. 1992. 
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