
RESOLUTION NO. 19-92 
A RESOLUTlON OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE an 
OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, EXPRESSING OPPOSITION T O  
THE USE O F  UNFUNDED FEDERAL AND STATE 
MANDATES TO ADDRESS NATIONAL AND STATE 

WHEREAS, federal and state governmenu have increased the number of unfunded 
mandates in recent yeus; and 

WHEREAS, such mandates are placing a heavy burden on local governmenu far 
noo-direct benefils; and 

WHEREAS, local governments are having difficulty finding fiscal resourcm to meet 
these mandates: and 

WHEREAS, this sitantinn is projected to increase in the coming yean; and 

WHEREAS, these mund:btcd progrnna are based on a worst case scenario, in sonlc 
m e s  without empirical evidence; and 

WHEREAS, mandates are unilaterally applied to all cities without fail, not allowing 
m .  flexihilily for local exceptions; and 

WHEREAS, the Environn~ental Proteaion Agency's NI'VES storm water program 
alone ~ v i l l  cost the City, Mesqui~e approximately S1.42 millinn in the next four years, and 

WHEREAS, the state go\crnment has stamd that the drinking water testing must 
be dune by thcir personnel rather than the North Texw Municipal Water District. which 
will increase the City of Mesquite's planned costs; and 

WHEREAS, the Americans with Disabilities Act enforced by the Equal Emplo)?ent 
Oyporlunity Comrnision and the Dcpartnlcnl of Justice, although admirable in intent, 
placed a fiscal bttrclen on cities which is so large tlral its final costs cannot be determined 
at this tinie, but may be in the r l ~ ~ g e  of millions of dollars: and 

WHEIIEAS, the recently promulgated Subtitle D regulatiorls which regulate 
landfills have placed a burden on the City of hlcsquite's budget; and 

WIIEHEAS, this burden w a s  rompounded hy the Texas Departtnent of Health's 
protnulgation of 1;tndfill lipping fccs now governed by the Texas Water Commission; and 

WIHEREAS, citizens are p;irlicularly upset with government for incrc;tsing tax and 
fee rates; and 

WIIERCAS, the City of Mcsquile will have to "pass through" all of these costs to  
t l ~ c  citizens a, keep the City in a responsible fiscal condition; and 



WHEREAS, the City of Mesquite will communicate both verbally and in writing at 
every opporltlnity thal these increased costs are a result of federal and state goverIUIIen8' 
increased reliance on unfunded local mandates to shirt the fiscal burden onto local 
governments and their citizens for mandated programs which tend to satisfy small interest 
groups. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECnON I .  That the City of Mesquite, Texas goes on record as opposing 
the use of unfunded federal and state mandates to address national and state issues. 

Further, as an expression of the City of  Mesquite's strung opposilion to this issue, 
copies of this resolution shall be provided to  President George Bush, Dentocr~lic 
Candidate Governor Rill Clinlon. Senator Lloyd Benrsen. Senator Phil G r a m ,  
Rcprescntative John Bryant. Reprerentatirc Sam Johnson. State Senalor John Lcedom, 
Scatc Scnaror David Siblcy, State Represenlarive Bill Blackwood. State Representative Al 
Granoff, the Environntenlal Protection Agency, the Texas Water Commission, the Equal 
Employntenl Opportunity Commission, and the Department of Justice. 

DULY RESOLVED hy the City Coencil of llle City of Mesquite. Texas, o n  this 3rd 
day of Augusl. 1997. 

Cathye Ray ' 
Mayor 

APPROVIXX 

Cily Secret:lry 


