
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL O F  THE CITY 
OF HESOUITE, URGING THY. TEXAS LEGISLATURE 
T O  AMEND ARTICLE 6701h. VERNON'S ANNOTATUD 
CIVIL STATUTeS BY REOWIRING THOSE HAVING 
PROOP O F  FINANICAL RESPONSIBILITY BUT 
FAILING TO MAKE SAME AVAILABLE WHILE 
OPERATIN(: A HOTOH Vt:HICI.E T O  PAY THE 
EXPENSE OF TRE ENFORCEMENT R E S W N S E .  

WHEREAS, the Texas Legislature has enacted Arti-le 670lh. Vernon's 
Annotated Civil statutes, providing a penalty for operating a motor 
vehicle without proof of CInancial rssponsibilityl and 

WHEREAS. it is the duty o f  an officer upon dsterming that a motor 
vehicle operator does not have proof of financial responsibility 
present bo issue a citation; that issuancc of a citation creates 
additional paper work including the preparation nP a complaint and 
placing the case on the Oockct or the Municipal Court, and, 

WHEREAS, the Statute provider that after a Citation has been 
issued, a complaint prepared and all paper work completed, together 
with the summons of the policc officer to testify, sometimes on his 
off-work day, the defendant may show his proof of financial 
responsibility and have the charqe dismissed: and 

WHEREAS, carelessness on the part of  drivers that fail to carry 
proof of Financial respon3ihilitiy increaser the Cost of enforcement 
o f  said Act and creates a hardship for Courts and governmental 
entitiel due to unnecessary time and effort expended: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED RY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY O F  
MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. That the City Collncil of the City of Mesquite urges 
the Legislators to modify Article 6701h. Vernon's Annotated Civil 
Statues to place the expense of cnforcesant of the Act in cases 
wherein the driver han insurance or other acceptable financial 
responsibility hut fails to carry proof o f  same upon that party whose 
carefessness creates the naecl for enforcement response by amending 
Section 10 of the Act to road as follows: 

Set. 11). It is a defense to Dronecution under this Act if 
the person charged produces in court an automobile 
lidbility insurance policy or a certificate o f  nelf- 
insurance previously issued to that person that was valid 
a t  the time that the offense is alleged t o  llave occurred 
and the charge shall be dismissed upon the paynent o f  a 
reasonable tee. 

SECTION 2.. That a copy of this resolution be transmitted t o  
Representative Bill Rlackvood with the request for any assistance 



he may be a b l e  to p r o v i d e  i n  t h t s  important m a t t e r .  

SECTION ?. t , , i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  take  e f f e c t  immediate ly  
f,,mzdaftsr its a s  t h e  l a w  i n  such cases p r o v i d e s  

DULY by c i t y  c o u n c i l  o f  t h e  c i t y  of Mesquite .  Texas. 
on the 19th day o f  ~ a n u a r v .  A . D . ,  1987 .  

Mayor 

ATTEST: 
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