
. . . . . . . . . . .  

RESOLUTION NO. 40-86  

A RESOLIJTION OP THE CITY COUNCIlr OF THE CITY 
OF HESOUITE, TEXAS, A D O W I N G  CERTAIN RULES 
AND PWOCRDURE FOR THE C I T Y  COUNCIL; PROVID- 
ING FOR THE REPEAL OF A N Y  RULE OF PFOCEDURE 
IN CONFLICT HEREWITH AND PROVIDING THE 
EYPECTIVE DATE THEREOF. 

WIIEREAS, t h e  r u l e s  o f  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  r e q u i r e  
p e r i o d i c  r e v i e w  a n d  u p d a t i n g  t o  n e a t  t h e  neods o f  t h e  C i t y ;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MESOUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1.. T h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r u l e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e  OE t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  o €  M e s q u i t e ,  T e x a n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  

'. ;-~ '' '' . . , ..* : ' ~ , 
e x h i b i t  be a n d  t h e  same a r e  h e r e b y  a d o p t e d  as t h e  o € f i c i a l  r u l e s  o f  

. . . . . . .  . . . . . .  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  C i t y  C o u n c i l  i n  a l l  m e e t i n g s  a n d  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  u n l e s ¶  
o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  C i t y  C h a r t e r  or S t a t e  l a w .  
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SECTION 3 .  T h a t  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  t a ~ e  e f f e c t  f r o m  and s t r e r  i ts  
da te  a€ passage as t h e  l a w  i n  s u c h  cases p r o v i d e s .  3 

DULY RESOLVED b y  t h e  c i t y  C o u n c i l  of t h e  C i t y  of U e s q u i t e ,  T e x a s ,  

C,;. . o n  t h e  1st day o f  D e c e m b e r .  A.D. ,  1 9 8 6 -  
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2 .  GENERAL PROCEDURF: 

2.1 M e e t i n g s  t o  be P u h l i c :  A l l  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  
s h a l l  b e  p u b l r c .  
( C h a r t e r ,  A r t .  I V ,  Sec. 171 

2.2 A  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  
a quorum.  No v a l i d  a c t i o n  w i l l  be t a k e n  u n l e s s  a quorum 
is  present. 
( C h a r t e r ,  Art. I V ,  S c c .  17)  

Four members s h a l l  be c o n s i d e v e d  a quorum. More t h a n  
h a l f  t h e  memhera p r e s e n t  s h a l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a m a j o x i t y  
i f  a quorum i s  p r e s e n t .  

2.3 A t t e n d a n c e :  T h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  may compel  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  
o f  i t s  members .  
( C h a r t e r ,  A r t .  I V ,  Sec. 1 6 )  

I 
2 . 4  A b s e n c e s :  Where any member o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  i s  

a b s e n t  f o r  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i v e  n e e t i n q s  of  t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l .  ~ i t h o u t  f i l s t  h a v i n n  o b t a i n e d  l e a v e  of  a b s e n c e  ............. 
a t  a r e q u l a r  m e e t i n g ,  t h o  c i t y  Cour l c i l  may, by a 
m a j o r i t y  v o t e  oE t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  d e c l a r e  t h e  o f f i c e  
v a c a n t  a n d  p r o c e e d  t o  f i l l  s u c h  v a c a n c y  i n  t h e  s m e  
manne r  as o t h e r  v a c a n c i e s  i n  s a i d  C i t y  C o u n c i l .  
( C h a r t e r ,  A r t .  I V ,  Sec. 10) 

2.5  V a c a n c i e s :  I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a v a c a n c y  e x i s r i n g  i n  t h e  
o f f i c e  o f  Mayor or C o u n c i l  Member f t o m  a n y  c a u s e  
w h a t s o e v e r ,  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  memhers  of t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  
s h a l l  b y  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  t h e r e o f  a t  a r e r lu l a r .  m e e t i n g  
e l e c t  a member or members  to f i l l  t h e  v a c a n c y  o r  
vacancies t h u s  e x i s t i n g :  and such member or  members 80 
e l e c t e d  by  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c l l  s h a l l  serve  i n  s u c h  p o s i t i o n  
u n t i l  t h e  n a x t  m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n ,  a t  w h i c h  t i n e  t h e  
c a n d i d a t e  t h e n  e l e c t e d  s h a l l  serve f o r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  
tekm o f  o f f i c e  ',I for t h e  s u c c e e d i n q  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e .  
( C h a r t e r ,  A r t .  XV, Sec .  10) 
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Minutes of Meetings: Minutes of a11 City council 
proceedings shall he kept by the City Secretary, t o  
which any citizen may have access at all reasonable 
times, and vhich shall co~stitutr one of the archives of ... *:,... crt.3 L ' L" .  

(Charter, Art. IV, Sec. 17) 

..... 2.7 -Lions Submitted t o  City Council: All questions 
submitted Eor a vote shall contain only one subject. If . .  
two or nore points are involved, any nember of the City 
Council nay require a division iE the question 
reasonably admits of a division. .... 

2.8 Riqht to Speak: Any member of the City council desiring 
to speak nay d o  so after being recognized by the 
presiding officer and shall confine his remarks to the 
bubject under consideration. 

2.9 Rules of Order: Roberta' Rulse o f  Order Revfeed shall 
govern the proceedings of the City Council in all cases 
where not in conflict with these Rules. 

2.10 suspension of Rules: Any provision of these Rules not 
governed by the City Cha~:ter, City Code or State Law may 
be temporarily suspended by a majority vote of all 
members of the City Council who are pceaent. 

2.11 hendment of Rules: These rules may be amended o r  new 
Rules adopted by d majority vote of all members of the 
City Council, pvovided that the pl-opased amendment or 
new Rules shall have been intcoduced at s prior meeting 
of the City Council. 

2.12 Attendance o f  City Manager: The City Manager shall 
a t t e n d c i t y  Council with the right 
to take part in tho discussion, hut having no vote. 

2.13 Attendance o f  City Secretary: Unless excused by the 
City Council for good cause, the City Secretary shall 
attend all meetinos of the City Council and keep 
accurate minutes 61 its procsadings. 
[Charter, Art. IV, Sac. 2 5 1  

2.14 Attendance of Officers and Fmployees: Other officers 
and employees o f  the City o f  Morquite shall attend City 
Council meetings when requested to do so by the City 
Manager. If requested to d o  so by the City nanager, 
the" may pl.esent infomation relating to matters before 
the.~ity council. 

3 .  T Y P E S  OF MEETINGS 



ne "la,- Meetin s:  he city Council shall hold at least 
on: requlsl- m e z t ~ n q  each month at the time to be fixed 
by the city Council for such regular meetinq, and may 
hold as many additional meetinqs during the month as may 
be necessary for the transaction of the business of the 
c i r u  and its citizens. ---. - ~ -  

(Charter, Art. IV, Sec. 15) 

1t shall be the policy of the City Council to meet at 
3:OO p . m .  on the first and third Mondays oE each month 
unless otherwise changed. 

1t shall also be the policy of the City Council to meet 
at 7 : 0 0  a.m. an the fifth day preceding all regular 
meetinqs held in accordance with the City Charter 
(except those held t o  approve Agenda items). 

s ecial Weetin s: special meetings may be called by the 
MEyor, the Hayzr. Pro Ten (when acting in place of the 
Mayor) or by any four members of the City Council. 

The call for a special meeting shall be filed with the 
City Seccetary in written € o m  signed hy the Mayor., 
Mayor Pro Tem (when acting in place of the Mayor) o r  
four City Council menhnLs at least three days prior to 
the special meeting, except in case of an emergency, in 
which case the nature of such emeL.gency shall be 
expuessed in the notice. The call for a special City 
Council meeting made at a regular meeting at which all 
members of the City Council are present shall be 
sufficient notice of such meeting. If any member o f  the 
City Council is absent Prorn any regular meetinq when 
such special meeting is called, such memher shall be 

I 
given written notice hy the City Seccetary. I n  the case 
OE an emergency meetinq, all members shall receive 
written or telephonic notice as the circumstancen 
allow. The call for a special meeting shall specify the 
day and hour of such meetinq and the items to be 
considered. 

3.3 Cit Council-City stsf€ Work Sessions: City Councit- 
Cit: Staff WOL-k sessions nay he held as a part of the 
regular meetings or as a0di:ional meetings, as the 
business of the City requires. 

3.4 Executive sessions: The City Council may meet in 
executive seanions at t.he call of the Mayor, Mayor Pro 
Tem (when actinq in place of the Hayor) or any four 
m e m h e r ~  of the City Council upon those matters allowed 
under State law. 

3.5 nocensed Meetinqs: Any meeting of the City Council may 
be recessed t o  a ratel- time by a majority vote of the 
City Council membcrr. who are ixesent, pmvided that no 
Cecess shall be for a lonrlar period than until the next 
regular meeting. 



t '  0 0 3 . 9  
4 .  P R B S I I > I N G  0C.PICI:R OF 'THE C I ' P V  COUNCIL AEin 1)UTIES 

4 .  I  P r e s i d i n g  O f f i c e r :  The  Hayor ,  i f  p r e s e n t ,  s h a l l  p r e s i d e  
a t  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l .  

T h e  Mayor P r o  ? e m  s h a l l  b e  s e l e c t e d  f rom among t h e  
members  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  and s h a l l  p e r f o r m  a l l  d u t i e s  
oE c h e  Hayou i n  h i s  a b s e n c e  o r  d i s a b i l i t y .  
( C h a r t e r ,  A a t .  I V ,  SeC. I t )  

In t h e  a b s e n c e  of  h o t h  t h e  Mayor and  t h e  Mayor Pva T e a ,  
a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  who a r e  
p r e s e n t  s h a l l  s e l e c t  o n e  o f  t h e i r  number t o  a c t  as 
p c e s i d i n q  o f f i c e r  Eov s u c h  m e e t i n g .  

4.2 P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  O r d e r :  T h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g  s h a l l  
b e  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r ,  a n d  t h e  
o r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  p r e s e r v e  o r d e r  a n d  d e c o v u n  a n d  
c o n f i n e  memher s  i n  d e b a t e  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  u n d e r  
d i s c u s s i o n .  

4 . 3  P o i n t s  of  Order.:  he o r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e u  s h a l l  d e t e m i n e  
a l l  p o i n t s  o f  o r d e r ,  s u h j e c t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  a n y  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  membec t o  a p p e a l  to t h e  members of  t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  who a r e  p r e s e n t .  1 f  a n  a p p e a l  is t a k e n ,  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  he :  " S h a l l  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  
o f f i c e r  b e  s u s t a i n e d ? '  T h e  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  be d e c i d e d  b y  
a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  
p r e s e n t .  

4 . 4  u e s t i o n  S t a t e d :  The  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  s t a t e  a l l  
~ u c s t i e n s  aubmi  t t e d  foe a  v o t e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  v o t e .  

4 . 5  V o t e  o f  p y e s i f l i n  O f f i c e r .  The p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e a  may 
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t w l o n  of  a l l  m a t t e r s  c m i n g  
b e f o r e  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  a n d  s h a l l  he  e n t i t l e d  t o  v o t e  a8 
a member t h e r e o f  o n  a l l  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  o t h e r  m a t t e r s ,  
b u t  s h a l l  h a v e  no v e t o  power .  
( C h a r t e r ,  A r t .  I V ,  Sec .  1 3 )  

5.1 Agenda P ~ - e p a ~ . a t i o n :  A t e n t a t i v e  Agenda s h a l l  be 
p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of t h e  C i t y  M a n a g e r  f o r  I 
a p p r o v a l  b y  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l .  

5 . 2  A  D V O V ~ ~  b C o u n c i l :  T h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  
?!ems to a E p e a u  on  t h e  Aqenda f o r  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s  t o  b e  
h e l d  on t h e  f i r s t  and  t h i r d  Mondays o f  e a c h  m o n t h  i n  
r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  m e e r i n q s  on t h e  Wednesday p r e c e d i n g  
s u c h  m e e t i n g .  The m e e t i n g  to a p p r o v e  i t e m s  to  h e  
i n c l u d e d  o n  t h e  agenda  s h a l l  be h e l d  a t  7:00 a.m. u n l e s s  
o t h e r w i s e  c h a n q e d  by  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l .  
Any i tem may be a p p r o v e d  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  upon  t h e  Aqenda 
b y  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  members g r a s e n t .  
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5 . 2  Apploval  hy  C o u n c i l  - C o n t i n u e d  -- 
~ h e  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  f o r  m e e t i n g s  to a p p r o v e  a g e n d a  
i t e m s  s h a l l  q e n e l a l l y  b e  as f o l l o w s :  

I .  C a l l  t o  o r d e r .  

1 1 .  C o n s i d e r  Aqenda i t e m s  f o r  n e x t  ~ e q u l a r  C i t y  C o u n c i l  
m e e t i n g .  

111 .  A d j o u t n n e n t .  

5.3 Emergenc I t e m s :  Emel-qency i t e m s  t h a t  a re  r e c e i v e d  
a f t e l .  t h z  Wednesday mee t in r )  s h a l l  b e  p o s t e d ,  and  t h e  
C i t v  C n s n n c i l  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t o  hear- s u c h  i t e m s  -.-, .................. 
a t  t h e i r  v e g u l a c  m e e t i n g .  

5.4 01,der. oC B u s i n e s s  €01. m e e t i n g s  h e l d  o n  f i r s t  and  t h i r d  
M o n y s :    ha o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  of r e g u l a r  C i t y  c o u n c K  
m e e t ~ n q s  h e l d  o n  t h e  f i r s t  and  t h i r d  Mondays o f  e a c h  
month ( b u t  not  m e e t i n g s  h e l d  f o r  t h e  o u r p o s e  o f  
a p ~ r o v i n q  t h e  Agenda )  s h a l l  q u n o r a l l y  ba as  follows: 

CITY COUNCIL-STAFF WORK SESSIONS 
[The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  r e o u l a v  m e e t i n g  i s  
t o  a l l o w  p t e s e n t a t i o n s  b y  t h e  C i t y  s t a f f  an  m a t t e r s  n o t  
~ e a a i r i n n  t h e  same formal it^ as t h e  f o r m a l  Aqenda,  O r  @ ..... 
t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  q e i e v a l  p u b l i c . )  @ 
REGULAR CI'CY COIINCIL MEETING 

I .  I n v o c a t i o n .  
11 .  A t t e n t i o n  to  V i s i t o r s .  

111.  C i t i z e n s  FoIum. 
( A t  t h i s  t i m e  a number  o f  c i t i z e n s  n o t  to 
e x c e e d  10 s h a l l  I IC a l l o ~ c ~ d  t o  speak 01) oIIY 
m a t t e r  o t h e x  t h a n  p o t s o n n o 1  m a t t e t s  f o r  a l e n a t h  Of 
t i m e  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  t h r e e  ( 3 )  m i n u t e s  o n  a f i r s t  
come - f i v s t  s e r v e d  h a s i n .  

No c o u n c i l  a c t i o n  O F  d i s c u s s i o n  is  t o  be t a k e n  
u n t i l  s u c h  m a t l e v  i s  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  agenda  a n d  
p o s t e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  l aw . )  

IV. A p p o i n t m e n t s  t o r  P e r s o n a l  Appea rances .  
V. Consen t  Agenda. 

( T h e s e  i t e m s  are  b:outina i t e m s  and may he a p p r o v e d  
w i t h  one  m o t i o n ;  howeve r ,  s h o u l d  any  C o u n c i l  Member 
OP a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  w i s h  to d i s c u s s  any  i t s m ,  s a i d  
i t s m  may b e  removed by m o t i o n  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l . )  

VI .  i ' u h l i c  H e a u i n q s .  
v I I .  Considecat .  i o n  of  O c d i n a n c e s  a n d  R e s o l u t i o n s .  

(Not a r o u t i n e  i t e m . )  



5.4 Order o f  Business - Continued 
vIII. Consideration of  ids and Pinal Statements. 

(Not a routine item.) 
I X .  Appointments to RonrdS and Commissions. 
X. Separate Items. 

(Includes miscellaneous items.) 

The Agenda shall be delivered to the residence cr usual 
 lace of business of each City Council member o n  Wednesday 
aeternoon precadlnq the city Councll meeting t o  be held o n  the 
followi ny Monday. 

to present an item to he conside~ed for inclusion upon 
the City Council Aqenda nay do so by wxitten request to 
the City Council, addressed to the City Secretary, no 
later than 12100 Noon on the Monday, one week precadlng 
the City Council meetinq at which the item is to be 
considered. Without such prior notice, items may be 
considered for inclusion upon tne City Council Agenda 
only with the unanimous consent of the City Council at 
its agenda preparation session on the fifth day prior t o  
the regular meeting. 

5.6 ~ r o c e d u ~ e  for i~earinq Requested items for City council 
Consideration: nn item requested to be on the City 
Council Heetinq Aqendn and thereafter- approved for 
inclusion upon t h e  agenda may be deferced not more than 
two regular meetings after receipt o f  the request. 

Should s person fail to appear at the City Council 
meeting at which an item requested by him to be 
considered by the City Council and thereafter approved 
by it for inclusion upon the agenda, that item may be 
dropped or acted upon by the City Council. 

5.7 Addrossin9 the council: Any person desiring to addresa 
the Council is requested to complete a registration 
c a ~ d ,  which is available at the entrance t o  the City 
Council Chamber. This card may also be completed by 
those who wish to express their support or opposition on 
an item but do not wish LO speak. The registration 
cards should be submitted to the City secretary prior to 
consideration of the particular Item. 

express themselves at public hearinrjs, the proponents, 
or applicants, are allowed 15 rninutes for thelr 
presentation and 5 minutes for rebuttal. Special 
Interest and other organized qroups are allowed 15 
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5 . 8  Manner 0E Addressing the Council - Continued 
minuter to express their support or opposition, and 
individ~alo are  allocated 1 minutes. In certain large 
zaninq applications, the I>,-esiding officer may announce 
at the beqinninq that additional time is being permitted 
due to the size or com~leuity o f  the case. 

6. MOTIONS AND VOTINC PHOCRIIURE 

6.1 Withdrawal of Motions: The maker of a motion may 
withdlav au modify t h e  motion at any time until it has 
been Stated by the presidinq officec. If a motion is 
modified, the City Council member who seconded the 
motion may withdraw his second. 

. . 

propOSaI shall be considered as failing to carry. 

6.5 Tablino an A~enda  Item: Items tabled by action oE the 
City Council, unless otherwise provided, ahall be 
brought back up for consideration only by the City 
Council. 

7.1 Potla of Presentation: Each proposed ocdinance or . . 
resolut.ion shall be introduced in written or printed 
fonn and shall not cont.in m o m  than one subject which 
shall be clea~ly expressed in the title, except 
ordinances or cesolutions making approprfati?na o r  
authorizinq the contcscLinrl of indebtedness or ineuanee 
OF bonds or o t h e ~  evidence of indebtedness. . 
(Charter, A1.t. IV, Sec. 181 

7.2 Vote Required: A majority o f  the City Council shall 
constitute a quorum t o  d o  business, and the affirmative 
vote of at least four members shall be necessary to 
adopt any ordinance or resolution. 
ICharter, Art. IV, Sec. 17)  

7.3 Erne~qer~cy Measure: NO ordinance, .unless it be declared 
an emergency meastll.e, shall ever  be pa.ssed at a called 
meetinp,' but may be passed at any regular meeting of 
the City Council unless otherwise provided. A11 
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8 .  CREATION OF COMHI'TTEES, nOARnS AND COMMISSIONS 

8.1 Committees: The City council may appoint citizen 
advisory committees, as the need nay arise. Any 
committee SO c~eated shall cease t o  exist upon the 
canpletion of its purpose or when abolished by the City 
Council. 

7.3 Emewency Measure - Continued -- 
resolutions or- otdets may he passed at any regular 
meeting or may he passed at any special or called 
meeting called for that p u r p s e .  
(Charter, Art. lV, Sec.  18)  

'Note: "called meeting" is defined as heinq synonymous 
with "special meeting" as defined i n  Section 3.2. 

An emergency measure is qenerally defined as an ordi- 
nance or resolution €OK the immediate preservation o f  
the p ~ b l i c  business, p~o@etty, health or safety or 
providing for the usual daily operation of municipal 
depa~tments in whicn the emergency is set forth in such 
oudinance. Ordinances apptopriatinq money to defray 
current or other expenses of the City where an emergency 
exists, or tor- any othel purpose where an emel'qency 
exists may he passed as enerqency measures: axcapt that 
no ordinance makinq n grant, renewal or extension Of a 
franchis, or other spacial pvivilerle or regulatlnq the  
rate or rates to be chatqed EOL- SBL.VICBS furnished the 
public generally by puhlic utilities shall he passed a s  
an emergency measure, nor shall such an ordinance be 
finally passed on the date it is introduced, but muat be 
passed, read and voted upon at two regular meetings o f  
the City Council. 

8.2 intra-Council Committees: The ha yo^- may, as the need 
arises, appoint incrn-Ci ty Council c o m i  trees. Any 
Committee so cleated shall cease t o  exist upon the 
completion of its pul.pose or when abolished by the 
nayor. 

8.3 Boards and C-issions: The City Council may create 
hoards and colnnissions to assist in the conduct and 
nnel.ar4on nf e h r  C i t v  cnvernment vith such duties as the ..., -....- .................. 
City Council may specify. Such duties may not be 
inco~oirtent vith the Citv Charter or City Code. Such 
boards and conunissions shbll cease to exist when 
abollshed hy the City Councll. 

VOTING - STATE STATUTORY REOUIREHENTS 




