
FUNDING. 

1VIlERCAS. a u t h o r i t a t i v e  s u r v e ) s  r e v e a l  t h a t :  

Texas  l e a d s  t h o  n a t i o n  i n  t h e  number of d e f i c i e n t  
b r i d g e s  (172 ,000)  and d e t e r i o r a t e d  s t a t e  roadways 
(7.740 m i l e s ) .  

The S ta te ' .  f i v e  c e n t s  p e r - g a l l o n  motor f u e l  t a x  is 
t h e  lowest  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ,  and h a s  n o t  been  i n c r e a s e d  
i n  27 years. Moreover. i n  1965, 278 of t h e  s t a t e  
b u d g e t  v e n t  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  w h i l e  i n  1982  o n l y  
a b o u t  l o t  of t h e  s t a t e  budget  was s p e n t  for t r a n s -  
p o r t a t i o n - r e l a t e d  purposes.  

Each Texas m o t o r i s t  pays  a  "bad r o a d s "  t a x  a v e r a g i n g  
two hundred  n i n e t y  one  ($291.00) d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r  
For was ted  g a s o l i n e ,  t i r e  wear, car r e p a i r s ,  insurance 
and m e d i c a l  b i l l s .  

A d d i t i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  spending  o f  f i f t y  o n e  
b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  w i l l  be needed o v e r  t h e  n e x t  20 y e a r s  
to overcome t h e  c u r r e n t  backlog of  needs- - inc lud ing  
$ 6 . 2  m i l l i o n  t o r  road  and b r i d g e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  
$30.3 b i l l i o n  f o r  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  56.7 b i l l i o n  f o r  
new roads  and 67.7 b i l l i o n  f o r  main tenance ;  a n d  

:WEREAS, t h e  s t a t e ' s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f u n d i n g  p r o b l e m s  a r e  
r e f l e c t e d  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l o v e l ,  as Follows: I 

The c u r r e n t  b a c k l o g  of  c i t y  s t r e e t  r e p a i r  n e e d s  exceeds o n e  
b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  Texas C i t i e s  a r e  s p e n d i n g  e n  e s t i -  
mated $193  m i l l i o n  p e r  year  on street r e p a i r s - - m o r e  
t h a n  ever b e f o r e .  But they a r c  s t i l l  f a l l i n g  f u r t h e r  
beh ind  e a c h  y e a r ,  because  t h e  s t r e e t  r e p a i r  back loq  
is  growing a t  r a t e s  t h a t  exceed l o c a l  s p e n d i n g  i n c r e a s e s .  
The citics must  have  s t a t e  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  
o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  s t r s e t s  nnd b r i d g e s  u p  t o  s t a n d a r d .  
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