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RESOLUTION NO, 7-83

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, SUPPORTING THE TEXAS MUN-
ICIPAL LEAGUE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO POLICE
AND FIRE CIVIL SERVICE (1269t1); AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE THEREOT.

WHEREAS, it is onec of the basic responsibilities of the
City of Mesquite to protect the life and property of its citizens
through the operations of efficient, reliable and affordable
police and fire departments, and;

WHEREAS, it is increasingly evident from more than 35

vears of cxperience that a major barrier in the City of Mesquite's

way in providing its citizens with the best police and fire ser-
vice pnssible is an antigquated state law commonly known as
1269m which dictates to cities how officers and firefighters
will be promoted and disciplined without regard for local cir-
cumstances, and;

WHEREAS, there is documented cvidence from all sectors of
the State of Texas that the 55 cities which today are under 126%m
have seen their poltice and fire chiels transformed from managers
into administratovrs by new limits lobbicd into the law every two

years by unions representing the police officers and f.refighters,

andaj

WHEREAS, these incroasingly harmful provisions have made
1269m a law which fosters wasteful expenditures and inefficiant
management at a time wvhon cities sce revenue dwindling, and;

WHEREAS, aftoer long study and due deliberations, the 55
Texas cities under 1260m are joining in a conccrted cffort to
amend the law in the ubcoming Legislature by giving police and
fire chicfs the power Lo manage the ¥ Gepartment, but to re*n1i:
rortions of the law which dgive civil service cmnloyees hecessary
protections.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOIVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF MESQUITE, TERAL:

SECTION 1. melieves that it is time to return common Sense
intp Taxas Poiice and fire statiops by amending 1269m to allow
pelice and fire chieis Lo Manage their departments more effect-
ively through the apprintmont of gqualified deputies of their
choice, usc of improved promotion sy stem technigques, more reason-
able ¢ruzciplinary rules and other relevant changes, and;
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SECTIONW 2. RBE TT FURTHER RESOLVED, that thn Cicy of Mesquite

supports the Texas Hunicipal League's 1269m Te . Force amendments
to 1269m hacause it dhes address issues which wi.l return manage-=
ment back to police ad fire chielis, and;




SECTION 3. PBE IT FUKTHER RESOLVLw, that the City of Mesguite
now cails on all Texas legislators, especially those representing
the citizens of our city, to support the Task Force legislation
which makes the necessary changes to 126%m, and;

SECTION 4. BE 1T FURTHER RES VLD, that cvery citizen of
this city, every business and the . hamber of Commerce, plus other
crganizations, take a stand in favor of improvements to 1269m
which will return common sense back to Texas pelice and fire sta-
tions.

SECTION 5. That this resolution shall take cffect immedi-
ately upoen passage as the charter in such cases provides.

DULY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Mesguite,
Texas, on this 7th day of fVebruary, A.D., 1983.
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Norma G. Modauechy
City Scceretary
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