
A IIESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL O F  THE CIlY 
O F  MESQUITE, TEXAS, EXPRESSING O P P O S I T I O N  M 
H. R. 6219, VOTING RIGHTS ACT, AND CALLING 
UPON SENATORS JOHN TMVER AND LLOYD BENTSEN 
T O  SEEK TO DEFEAT OR MODIFY SAID ACT AND 
PETITIONING P R E S I D E W  GERALD FORD TO VETO 
S A I D  DILL I F  PASSED WITHOW MODIPICATION. 

WHEREAS, the c i t y  C o u n c i l  of t he  C i t y  of M e s q u i t e  
1,elieve i n  the r i g h t  of l oca l  g o v e r n m e n t ;  and 

WHEREAS, H. R .  6 2 1 9 ,  i f  applicable t o  t h e  S t a t e  of 
' E e x a s ,  w o u l d  take f r o m  local g o v e r n m e n t s  and l o d g e  i n  t he  O f f i c e  
3f the A t t o r n e y  : e n e r a 1  s a t t e r s  of purely local concern; and 

WHEREAS, u n d e r  the h o l d i n g  o f  the U n i t e d  States  S u p r t m e  
C o u r t  i n  P e r k i n s  vs. M a t t h e w s ,  4 0 0  U.S. 382: 91 S. C t .  431, these 
purely local m a t t e r s  n e e d  n o t  i n v o l v e  racial  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a t  
a l l ;  a n d  

WHEREAS, j u r i s d i c t i o n  over these local  m a t t e r s  are 
lodged t n  t h e  F e d e r a l  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  o f  W a s h i n g t o n .  D.C.. 
c r e a t i n q  a b u r d e n  a n d  a h a r d s h i p  upon those local  g o v e r n m e n t s  
d i s t a n t l y  r e m o v e d  f r o m  the n a t i o n a l  C a p i t o l ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  de- 
s t r o y l n q  the r i g h t  o f  j u d i c i a l  r e v i e w  of decisions of an ap- 
p o i n t e d  o f f i c i a l ;  a n d  

W m R E A s ,  d e c i s i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  municipal a n n e x a t i o n ,  
l o c a t i o n  of p o l l i n g  places and e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of v o t i n g  pre- 
c i n c t s  w i t h  n o  r a c i a l  o v e r t o n e s  s h o u l d  r e m a i n  m a t t e r s  of 
l oca l  concern; 

NCW, TMREFORE, BE I T  RESOLVED BY THE C I T Y  COUNClL OF 
THE C I W  O F  MESQUITE, TDLAS: 
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SPCTION 1. That tx? City  Council  of t h e  Ci ty  o f  
Mesquite c a l l s  u w n  the Eonorable Sene to r s  John Tower and 
Lloyd Een t sen  t o  cr..gloy every r e source  a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l  to 
p r e v e n t  t h e  i n g a s i t i o n  of t h i s  ha r sh  law upon t h e  c i t i z e n s  
of t h e  C i t y  of 5!esquite, t h e  S t a t e  o f  Texas and o t h e r  areas  
o f  o u r  Country  by: 

1. Seeking to d e f e a t  t h e  B i l l  i n  its 
e n t i r e t y ;  

2 .  Seeking t o  p reven t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
o f  H. R. 6219 t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Texas; 

3. Seeking t o  o b t a i n  modi f i ca t ion  o f  t h e  
ob jec t ionab le  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  B i l l .  
inc luding j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  
Cour t  of the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, 
c o r r e c t i o n  o f  the  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  by 
t h e  Supreme Cour t  i n  Pe rk ins  vs .  
Matthews t h a t  ma t t e r s  o f  pu re ly  l o c a l  
concern such a s  annexat ions ,  l o c a t i o n  
o f  p o l l i n g  p l a c e s  and e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
v o t i n g  p rec inc t s  o r  p l a c e s  n o t  invo lv -  
ing  r a c i a l  ove r tones  a r e  included.  b u t  
cond i t ion  such ma t t e r s  upon a c t u a l  
d i sc r imina t ion  and such o t h e r  r e l i e f  
poss ib le .  

SECTION 2.  The C i ty  Council o f  t h e  C i t y  of Mesqui te  
c a l l s  upon a l l  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  t o  inform themselves of t h e  
n a t u r e  oE t h e  proposed Act a t  i n t e r p r e t e d  by t h e  Supreme Cour t  
i n  P e r k i n s  vs .  Matthews and to base  their d e c i s i o n s  and a c t i o n s  
upon a f u l l  understanding o f  t h e  e f f e c t  t h i s  A c t  w i l l  h a v e  upon 
t h e  concep t  o f  l o c a l  government e n t i r e l y  s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  
from any r a c i a l  over tone  o r  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  v o t i n g  r i g h t s .  

SECTION 3. The c i t y  counc i l  r e s p e c t f u l l y  p e t i t i o n s  
t h e  t10norable Gerald Ford, P res iden t  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  to 
e x e r c i s e  t h e  power of t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  Veto should  H. R. 6219 
p a s s  unla>r;s t h e  aforementioned i n e q u i t i e s  are d e l e t e d  or  
modif ied .  

SECTION 4. That cop ies  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  be t r ans -  
m i t t e d  to  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  P res iden t  and t h e  o f f i c e s  of 
S e n a t o r s  John Tower and Lloyd Bentsen. 



SECTION 5 .  That t h i s  ~ e s o l u t i o n  shall take e f f e c t  
immediately upon passage as t h e  Charter i n  such ci!e:es provides. 

DULY .-SOLVED by t h e  City Council o f  the c i t y  of 
Mesquite, Texas, on t h i s  the  21s t  day of July  , A.D. ,  1975. 

Mayor 

ATTEST : 

a* 
~,ynA May 

Acting City Secretary 


