CANVASS OF RETURNS AND DECLARATION OF THE
RESULTS OF AN ELECTION HELD IN THE CITY OF
MESQUITE ON APRIL 5, 1966 TO ADOPT
- AMENDMENTS TO THE HOME RULE CHARTER

BE IT REMEMBERED that on this the 5th day of April,
1966, at a meeting of the City Council of the City of
Mesquite, a quorum being present, the meeting was called
to order and the following bus1ness was transacted°

Upon motlon of Coun011man ReYHOldS
and seconded by Councilman Wagoner it
was unanimously order that the City Council consider the
official returns of an election held in the said City on
the 5th day of April, 1966 to adopt certain amendments to
the Home Rule Charter of said City.

Whereupon, the official réfurns were opened, examined,
canvassed, and the results declared as follows:
RESOLUTION #9-66

CANVASS OF RETURN AND
DECLARATION OF RESULT

WHEREAS, heretofore on the 3rd day of March, 1966, the
City Council adopted Ordinance No. 632 providing for an
election for the purpogse of amending the Home Rule Charter
of the City of Mesquite, Texas, which ordinance is recorded
in Volume 13 , Page is , of the official records
of the City Council and is hereby referred to and made a part
hereof; and

WHEREAS, said ordinance’ was duly publlshed in the offi-
cial publication of the City on the same day in each of two
successive weeks, the date of the first publication being
not less than fourteen (14) days prxor to the date set for
said election and :

WHEREAS, immediately after the sa1d election the pre-
siding judges and other officers holding said election made
their return of the results thereof to the City Coun011 as
follows, to W1t'

Said returns being duly made according to law and duly
authenticated, and it being shown that the notices 'and ordi-
nances of said election weré duly published for the time and
in the manner provided by law and all other proceedings per-—
taining to said election having been shown to have been done
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and performed at and within the time and in the manner
provided by law, and all papers pertaining thereto have
been returned and filed with the City Council and no
protest or objection being made to or regarding any
matter pertaining to said election; now, therefore,

_BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
MESQUITE, TEXAS :

That after examlnlng sald returns and opening and
canvassing the votes cast in said election, the result
of said election was as follows:

That the following number of votes were cast for the
following amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the City
of Mesquite, to wit: .

AMENDMENT NO. 1

" . NUMBER OF VOTES

531 212

YES NO

Amendment No. 1

Lo

That Sectlon 10(a) of Article IV of the Charter
shall be amended so as. to hepeaftgr provide as follows:

"(a) In the event of a vacancy. existing in
the office of Mayor or Councilman from any cause
whatsoever, the remaining members of the City
Council shall by a majority vote thereof at a
regular meeting elect a member or members to fill

. the vacancy or vacancies thus exlstlng; and such
member or members so elected by the'City Council
shall serve in such p091t10n until the next muni-
cipal election, at which time the candidate then
elected shall serve for the remaining term of
office or for the succeeding term of office. Where
any member of the City Coupncil shall be absent for
three regular consecutive meetings of the Council,
without first having obtained leave of absence at

- a regular meeting, the City Council may, by a maj-
ority vote of the entire Council, declare.the

~office.vacant and proceed to f111 such’ vacancy in
the same manner as other vacan01es in said Council."



AMENDMENT NO. 2

NUMBER OF VOTES

YES 556" NO 187

Amendment No. 2

' That the Charter‘shall be amended by adding a new
section to be known as Section 3 a of Article IV, which
Section 3 a of Article IV shall provideé as follows:

"Section 3 a. Holding Other Office

"If a member of the Council: shall’ become a
candidate for any place on the City Council other
than the specific place he is' then holding, he
shall forfeit his place on the Council as-of the
‘date of the next regular municipal election. No
person elected to the City Council shall, during
the term for which he is elected to - the Council,

" be appointed to any office, position, or employ—

~ment in the service of the City, and no former:
member of the City Council shall hold any compen-
sated, appointive City office or employment until
one year after the expiration of the term for

which he is elected to the City Council. If any
member of the City Council shall become a candi-
date for election to any public office except for

a place on the City Council or as Mayor, he shall
immediately upon his becoming a candidate forfeit
his place on the Council. If any member of a Board
or Commission appointed by the City Council shall
become a candidate for election to any public

office he shall immediately upon his becoming a
candidate forfeit his place as a member of such
Board or Commission. Appointive officers or em-
ployees of the City who shall become a candidate for
election to any public office shall immediately upon
becoming a candidate forfeit the offlce or employ-
ment held w1th the City." -

AMENDMENT NO. 3

NUMBER OF VOTES -



Amendment No. 3

That Article VIII of the Charter shall be amended
by adding a Section 6 as follows:

"Section 6. Absence of the City Manager

"At the time of any temporary absence or dis-
ability, by letter filed with the City Secretary,
the City Manager shall designate a qualified city
administrative officer to exercise the power and
perform the duties of Manager during his temporary
absence or disability. In the event of the incapa-
city or failure of the City Manager to make such
an appointment, it may be made by the governing
body. During such absence or disability the Council
may revoke such designation at any time and appoint
another officer of the City to serve until the City
Manager shall return or his disability shall cease.

“"During any vacancy in the office of City Mana-
ger, the governing body shall designate by letter
filed with the City Secretary a qualified adminis-
trative officer of the City to serve as Acting City
Manager during the existence of such vacancy."

AMENDMENT NO., 4

NUMBER OF VOTES

YES 613 NO 1.39

Amendment No. 4

That Article IV of said Charter shall be amended by
adding Section 34 as follows:

"'Section 34. Personal Financial Interest

"No officer or employee of the City shall have
a financial interest, direct or indirect, in any
contract with the City, or be financially interested,
directly or indirectly, in any contract with the
City, or be financially interested, directly or in-
directly, in the sale to the City of any land,
materials, supplies, or services, or to a contractor



supplying the City,. except on .behalf of the City as
an officer or employee. Any willful violation of
this section shall constitute malfeasance in office,
and any officer or employee guilty thereof shall
thereby forfeit his office or position. Any vio-
lation of this section, with the knowledge, expressed
or implied, of the person or corporation contracting
with the governing body of the City shall render the
contract involved voidable by the City Manager or
governlng body .

""No member of the City- Council-shall be excused

from voting except on matters where his financial
interests are involved." .

AMENDMENT NO., 5

NUMBER OF VOTES

YES 411 NO 317

Amendment No. 5

That Section 2(a) of Article V of the Charter be amended
so as to hereafter provide as follows:

(a) The City Council shall have the power

and is hereby authorized and made its duty to levy,
assess, and collect annually for general purposes
authorized by laws and for the purpose of paying
the interest and providing the sinking fund on the
bonded indebtedness of the City of Mesquite now in
existence or which may. hereafter be created an
ad valorem tax on .real; personal or mixed property
in such amounts and at such rates as shall be deter-
mined by the City Council subject to applicable

- limitations and prohibitions now or hereafter con-

- tained in the Constitution of the State of Texas.
If. for any cause the City Council shall fail, neg-
lect or refuse to pass - a tax ordinance for any one
year levying taxes for that year, then in that event
the tax levying ordinance last passed shall and will
be considered in force and effect as the tax levying
ordinance for the year for which the City Council
failed, neglected or refused to pass such ordinance,
and the failure so to pass such ordinance for any
vear shall in no wise invalidate the tax collections
for that year.”



63

 AMENDMENT NO. 6 .

NUMBER OF VOTES
< 579 ™ -
YES . °'° i, -

Amehdmeﬁ% No. 6

That S8ection 7 of Article IV of %he Cherter be amended
‘so as to hereafter: provide. as follows.

-"Sectlon 7. Date of Electlon

"The regular municipal election for the City of
Mesquite shall be held annually on the first Saturday
in April, and the same shall be conducted and the re-
sults canvassed and announced by the election authori-
ties prescribed by the general election laws of the
State of Texas, and said general election laws shall
control all municipal elections as otherwise herein
provided.," ' -

AMENDMENT NO. 7

' NUMBER OF VOTES

yms - 637 iy, 012 °

Amendment No. 7

That Section 5(b) of.Article IV of fﬁe Charter be

amended so as’ to hereafter provide as follows.

, "(b) Should any candldate runnlng for mayor
or Councilman fail to receive a majority vote of
all votes .cast for that office in said election,
then in that event it shall be the duty of the Mayor
to order a second election for the candidate or

- candidates failing to receive a majority:vote, said

election to be held on the date two weeks from: the
date that the City Council has canvassed the returns
and declared the results.”



AMENDMENT NO. 8 -

NUMBER OF VOTES
- yes -°°% . yo 167

. Amendment- No. 8 ‘-u ( -;% "

That Sections- 27(a) and 27(d) of Artlcle IV be’ amended
so as to hereafter provlde as follows.

(

"(a) The. Corporatlon Court shall be presided
over by a Judge, who shall be known as the Clty
Judge.

"(d) There shall be a Clerk and: deputy Clerk
of said Court, which clerks shall be appointed by
the City'Manager; " The City Manager may require
such' ¢lerk or deputies to perform- such other duties,
in addition to the.duties of clerk or deputy clerk,
as may be prescribed, or may provide that some other
employee or employees of-the City, in addition to
their-duties, may perform the duties of such clerk
-or deputy clerk without extra-compensation,"

AMENDMENT NO. 9

NUMBER OF VOTES

Amendment No. 9

That Sectlon 14 of Art1cle IV of the Charter be amended
by adding subsections c, d, e and f as follows:

"(¢c) All powers of the City shall be vested
in the Council except as otherwise provided by law
or this Charter, and the Council shall provide for

- the exercise thereof and for the performance of all
duties and obligations imposed on the. Cityby law.

- "(d). The City Council- or any person or commit-
tee: authorized by it may and shall have the power to



make inquiry into the conduct of any City depart-
ment or agency; to make investigations as to City
affairg, and for that purpose may subpoena wit-
nesses, administer oaths, take testimony, and
require the production of books, papers, and other
evidence material to said inquiry. - The Council
shall provide by ordinance penalties for contempt
in refusing to obey any such subpoenas or failure
to produce books, papers, and other evidence, and
shall have the power to punish any such contempt
in the manner provided by ordinance..

"(e) The City Council shall hold the C1ty
Manager responsible for the proper administration
of all City affairs placed in his charge by or
under this Charter but neither the City Council
nor any Board or Committee created by 1t nor any
member thereof shall: :

. (1) Interfere with appointments of sub-

ordinates of the City Manager, They shall not

in any manner dictate the appointment or. removal
- of any City administrative officer or. employee
whom the Manager or any of his subordinates are
empowered to appoint, but the Council may express
its views and fully and freely discuss with the
Manager anything pertaining to appointment or
removal of such officers and employees.

(2) Interfere with administrative and
executive duties of the City Manager. Except
for the purpose of inquiries and investigations
under Section 2, the Council or its members shall
deal with City officers and employees who are
subject to the direction and supervision of the
Manager solely through the Manager and neither
the Council nor its members shall give orders to
any such officer or employee either publicly or
prlvately.

”(f) Willful violation of the foregoing pro-
visions of this Charter by any member of the
Council shall constitute official misconduct and
shall authorize the Council by a:vote of 2/3 of
its entire membership to expel such offending mem-
ber from the Council if found guilty after public
hearing and thereby create a vacancy in the place

.held by such member. The City Council, in judging

the qualifications and forfeiture of office, shall
have power to subpoena witnesses, administer oaths,
and require the production of evidence. A member



charged with misconduct constituting grounds for
forfeiture of his office shall be entitled to a
public hearing on demand and notice of such hear-
ing shall be publicized in one or more newspapers
of general circulation in the City at least one
week in advance of thée hearing. Decisions made
by the Council under this section shall be sub-
ject to review by the courts."

AMENDMENT NO, 10 -

NUMBER OF VOTES
yEs. 553, yo. 173

Amendment No. 10 -

That Section 13 of Articie IV of the Charter be amended
so as to hereafter provide as follows: :

"Section 13. Duties of Mayor

”The Mayor of the City of Mesquite shall preside
at meetlngs of the Council, and shall be recognized
as head of the City Govermment for all ceremonial
purposes and by the Governor for purposes of military
law, but shall have no regular administrative duties.
He shall perform such other duties consistent with the
office.-as may be imposed upon him by this Charter and
the ordinances and resolutions passed in pursuance
hereof. He may participate in the discussion of all
matters coming before the Council and shall be en-
titled to vote as a member thereof on all legislative
and other matters, but shall have no veto power. He
shall sign all contracts and conveyances made or
entered into by the City, and all bonds.issued under
the provisions of this Charter. He shall be recognized
as the official head of the City by the courts for the
- purpose of serving civil process. In time of danger
or. emergency, the Mayor may with the consent of the
Council take command of the police and govern the City
by proclamation and maintain order and enforce all
laws, " ’



. AMENDMENT NG. 11
. NUMBER OF VOTES "

BB - g . . AED

| YES

Amendment No. 11

That a new Article IXA, Civil Service, be added to the
Charter, said Article to provide as follows:

"Section 1. Personnel System

"Merit Principle. All appointments and pro-
motions of City officers and employees shall be
made solely on the basis of merit and fitness
demonstrated, as far as possible, by examination
or other evidence of competence.

"Section 2. Personnel Board

"There shall be a Personnel Board consisting of
three. (3) members appointed by the Council for terms
of three (3) years from among the qualified voters
of the City. Members of the Board shall hold no

* other City office. All such members of the Board
shall be of good moral character, resident citizens
of the City of Mesquite, shall be moire than: twenty-
-five (25) years of age, and shall not have held any
public office of the ' City of Mesquite within the
preceding three years. Rach member of the Board
+shall be kinown to be in sympathy with the applica-
tion of merit principles to public employment, and
shall neither hold nor be-a candidate for any -other
-publlc offxce or’ pos1t10n. o

"Sectlon 35 Personnel Director -

"There shall be a Personhel Director, who shall
- have had training -and experiencé in personnel adminis-
tration, appointed by the City Manager, and who shall
administer the Personnel System for the City. The
Personnel Director or such other person as may be
provided by the City Council shall provide- the nec-
essary staff assistants for the Personnel Board.
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"Section 4. Powers of Personnel Board

"The Personnel Board shall have the power and
shall be requ1red to:

“(1) Perform the services hereinafter
provided w1th respect to the ClVll SerV1ce
Rules.

; (2) Perform such other duties with
reference to Personnel Adnministration not'

inconsistent with this ‘Charter, as the
City Counc11 may requlre.

"Section 5. Civil Serv1ce Establlshment

""Classified Service. No offlcer, employee,
member of a Board, or other person, -who is to be
app01nted by the- Clty Coun011 under this Charter,
and no department head, shall be included within
"the Classified ‘Service’of the City, but all other
.persons in'the administrative services of the
.City shall be 1ncluded therein unless specifically
excluded therefrom by the ordinance prov1d1ng for
a system of" ClaSSIfled Services.‘

"Section 6. Civil Service Rules

"The Personnel Director shall prepare the
Civil Service Rules and shall refer such proposed
rules to the Personnel Board which shall make its
recommendations thereon. The City Manager shall
" then present the Civil Service Rules to the City
Council, and the Council may by ordlnance adopt

them w1th or without amendments.

"Section 7. Dlscharge of Employee

"Any officer or employee in the Classified
Service may be removed, suspended, laid off or
reduced in grade; but, if demanded by such offi-
cer or employee, it shall be the duty of the
officer discharging him to furnlsh him with a
written statement of the reasons thérefor and
the said discharged or reduced officer or em-
ployee shall have the right to demand a publie
hearing upon said charges within a reasonable
time thereafter before the Trial Board.



"section 8. Trial Board

_ "There,is hereby created for the purpose of
hearing and determining charges made against any
officer or employee of the City in the Classified
Service, a Board to be known and designated as the
Trial Board, which shall be composed of two members
of the governing body of the City, selected by said
governing body, and either the Chairman or Vice-
Chairman of the Personnel Board. The said Board
shall have -final jurisdiction to hear and decide all
appeals made. to them by any discharged,.suspended or
reduced officer or employee in the Classified Ser-
vice, and the judgment or decigion of a majority of
said Board -shall be final.. Any aggrieved officer or
employee; who desires to avail himself of the right
_to appeal to said Board,.must: do so promptly and
‘within ten (10) days from the date of his notifica-
tion of dismissal or reduction. .He may be represented
by counsel:and shall have the right to an open hearing
‘and to .compel the attendance of such witnesses as he
may require to testify in his behalf. The appeal to
. said Board shall not suspend the execution of the
. order of. dismissal or reduction pending said hearing.

The Trial Board may either sustain or reverse the
action of the City Manager or the head of the depart-
ment, as the:case. may be, or modify and amend the same
as to them may seem just and equitable under all the
facts. and circumstances of -the particular case.

. "Section 9. . Compensation.

- "The salary or compensation of persons in the
Classified Service shall be established by ordinance,
which may provide minimum, maximum and intermediate
steps as compensation for each class of service.

"section 10. ' Status of Appointive Officers
i and Employees When This Charter
Amendment Becomes Effective

1411 appointive officers and employees in the
service of the City, .other than the officers and -
employees excepted from the Clagsified Civil Ser-
vice, and having completed their probationary
period, shall be subject in-all respects to the
Classified Civil Servitce provisions of this Charter
Amendment and shall continue in their respective
offices or employment without preliminary or pro-
bationary tests.,"



AMENDMENT NO. 12

NUMBER OF VOTES

"yEs *08%  yo: 209

Amendment No. '12

That Art1c1e iv of the Charter be amended by adding

a Section 4 c as follows:

"Section 4 c. Nominatidns

"Any person, having the-qﬁalifications required
by this Charter, may be nominated for the Council by

petition of at least fifty (50) and not more than

seventy-five (75) qualified voters, who shall be
designated as his-sponsors. No voter shall sign
more than one such petition for the same office or
place;*and should a voter do so, his signature shall
be void except as to the petition first filed. With
each signature shall be stated the place of .residence
of the signer, giving the street and number or other
description sufficient to identify it. Nominating
petitions shall be signed and filed not earlier than

ninety (90) days nor later than thirty (30) days

before the electlon with the City Secretary. Nomina-
tions shall be accepted in. writing by the nomlness,
and shall be acknowledged by such nominee before the

'Clty Secretary or other person authorized to adminis-

ter oaths under the law of the State of Texas. The
petition shall be in substantially the following form:

"We,the undersigned voters of the City of
Mesquite, hereby nominate and sponsor ;

whose residence is , for the office of
, blace , to be voted
for at the election to be held on the day of
19 . ; and we individually certify that we

3
are qualified To vote for a candidate for the Council
and that during the current election we have not signed
any other nominating petition for that office.

Address from which - Date of

Name Street & No. last registered ° Signing
(1f different)

(SPACES FOR SIGNATURES AND REQUIRED DATA) -

70



Acceptance of Nomination

"I do hereby declare that I accept the
nomination for the Council and agree to serve -
if elected. I am years of age, a quali-
fied voter of the City of Mesquite, a resident
of the United States, and have been a resident
of the City of Mesquite or an area now within
the corporate limits of the City for at least
one year. I am not in arrears in the payment
of any taxes or other liability due the City.
At the present time I reside at
Street in the City of Mesquite.

Signature of candidate
Date and hour of filing
Received by

(signature of City Secretary)

"THE STATE OF TEXAS )
COUNTY OF DALLAS )

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this
day personally appeared , known to
me to be the person whose name is subscribed to the
foregoing instrument and who acknowledged to me that
the same was subscribed as his free act and deed for
the purposes and consideration therein expressed.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE this
day of , 19 . I

1

It appearing that Amendment Nos. - 2 3,
d o B 5 B 5T 8 5, 9 10 sy 11 , and
12 have received a magorlty of the votes cast, it 1s
therefore ORDERED that they are hereby adopted as amendments
to and made a part of the Home Rule Charter of the City of

Mesquite, Texas.

It appearing that Amendment Nos. ' "

, and did not receive a majority of the votes
cast, it is therefore ORDERED that such amendments are not
adopted and shall constitute no part of the Home Rule Charter

of the City of Mesquite, Texas.




It ig further ORDERED that this canvass and the declara-
tion of the results of said election shall be entered into
the Minutes of the City Council of the City of Mesquite,
Texas.

It is further ORDERED that this resolution declaring
the results of the special election held on the 5th day of
April, 1966 shall become effective immediately from and
after its passage, and further that the Mayor is hereby
authorized to mail to the Secretary of State of the State
of Texas a certified copy of this resolution in accordance
with the provisions of Article 1173 of Vernon's Revised
Civil Statutes of the State of Texas.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City
of Mesquite, Texas, on this the 5th day of April, 1966,

ATTEST:

a4

CITY SECRETAR
APPROVED AS TO FORM:

ORNEY ‘







