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IUSOLUTION NO. 2-63 

BE IT RBSOLYED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF TIfg CITY OF MESQUITE, 
TIU.48 : 

SBCl'ION 1. AVrHOHITY: Under t h e  p rov i s ions  of A r t i c l e  I V ,  
Sec t ion  16 o r  t h e  chpr ter  of t h e  C i ty  of Mesquite, t h e  fo l lowing 
o r d e r  o f  procedure s h a l l  be i n  e f f e c t  t o  govern t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
t h e  Ci ty  Council u n t i l  amended o r  u n t i l  a new o r d e r  o f  procedure 
is adopted by t h e  Council. 

SECTION 2. GENERAL PROCEDURE: 

2.1 RIbl ic  Meetin s: A 1 1  r egu la r  o r  s p e c i a l  meetings 
of the  C i ty  Couo-en t o  t h e  public.  ( c h a r t e r ,  A r t i c l e  
IV, Sec t ion  17) 

2.2  Quorum: A major i ty  of t h e  City Council  s h a l l  
c o n s t i t u t e  a  q u o r u m d o  business,  and t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  vote of 
at l e a s t  fou r  of those a t t end ing  a t  any meeting at  which t h e r e  is  
a quorum present  s h a l l  be necessary t o  adopt any ordinance  o r  reso- 
l u t i o n .  ( c h u t e r ,  Ar t i c l e  I V ,  Seot ion 17) 

2.3 Corn e l l i n  Attendence: The Ci ty  Council  may corn- 
p e l  t h e  a t t e n d e n & f - & s g a b s e n t  memhrs. ( C h a r t e r , k f i c l e  I V  
Sec t ion  16) 

2.5 YLnitec of Meetings: Minutes of a l l  Council  pro- 
ceedings s h a l l  be kept ,  t o  which any c i t i z e n  may have a c c e s s  a t  
a l l  reasonable  t imes,  and which s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  one of t h e  a r c h i v e s  
of t h e  C i ty .  (char ter ,  A r t i c l e  I V ,  Sec t ion  17) 

2.6 Questions submitted t o  Council: A l l  q u e s t i o n s  sub- 
mitred f o r  a vote  s h a l l  con ta in  only on3 sub jec t .  I f  two o r  more 
p o i n t s  w e  involved, any member nay r e q u i r e  a  d i v i s i o n  i f  t h e  ques- 
t i o n  reasonably admits of a  d i v i s i o n .  
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and s h a l l  confine h i s  remarks t o  t h e  s u o j e c t  under c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

2.8 C i t  Yon er The Ci ty  Yanpger o r  a c t i n g  C i t y  
Manager s h a l l  a t G i i b i % i i n g e  of t b e  C i t y  Council  w i t h  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  d iscuss ions ,  but  having no v o t e .  He 
a h a l l  recommend i n  wr i t ing  t o  t h e  Council such measures which h e  
deems necessary  o r  expedient. (Charter, A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  S e c t i o n  3) 

2.9 C i t y  Attorne : The c i t y  At torney o r  a c t i n g  C i t y  
Attorney s h a l l  a t t e n d  Counci meetings on ly  on r e q u e s t  by t h e  C i t y  
manager o r  C i ty  Council t o  do 60. 

2.10 C i ty  Secre tary:  Unless excused by t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  I 
f o r  good cause ,  t k e  City Secretary o r  a c t i n g  C i ty  S e c r e t u y  s h a l l  ! 
a t t e n d  a l l  Council meetings m d  keep a c c u r a t e  meet logs  o f  i ts  p r o -  
ceedings .  ( c h u t e r ,  A r t i c l e  I V ,  Section 25) 

I 

2.11 Of f i ce r s  and Employees: Other o f f i c e r s  and em- 
ployees  of t h e  C i f y  of Mesquite s h a l l  a t t e n d  Council  mee t ings  o n l y  
when reques ted  by t h e  Ci ty  Manager t o  do so .  I f  r e q u e s t e d  t o  d o  
SO t h e y  s h a l l  present  information r e l a t i n g  t o  matters b e f o r e  the 
c o u n c i i  . 

2.12 Rules of Order: Roberts '  R u l e s o f  o r d e r  R e v i s e d ,  
s h a l l  govern t h e  proceedings o f  t h e  Council  i n  a l l  c a s e s  where n o t  
i n  c o n f l i c t  with these  r u l e s .  

2.13 Sus  ension of Rules: Any p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e s e  r u l e s  
no t  governed by t h e  Ei ty  oha r t e r ,  c?fty o rd inance  or s t a t e  law, may 
he t empora r i ly  suspended by a two-thirds vo te  o f  a11 members of t h e  
Council .  The vo te  of any such suspension s h a l l  h e  t aken  by t h e  "1's" 
and 'Nay's" and en te red  on t h e  record. 

2.14 Amendment of mles: These r u l e s  may be  antended 
o r  new r u l e s  adopted by a majori ty vo te  o f  a13 members of t h e  
Counci l ,  provided t h a t  t h e  proposed amendment s h a l l  have been i n -  
t roduced a t  a p r i o r  meeting o i  the  Council. 

LlBCTION 3. TYPES Or m I N G S :  

S.1 w: The City Council s h a l l '  hold  a t  least  o n e  
r e g u l a r  meeting each month at the time t o  be f i x e d  by it. The 
Council  may hold a6 many addi t ional  r e g u l a r  meetings d u r i n g  the 
month as may be necessary f o r  the t r a n s a c t i o n  of t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  
t h e  C i t y .  I t  s h a l l  be t h e  policy of t h e  Council  t o  m e e t  a t  2:30 PM 
on t h e  f i r s t  and t h i r d  Mondays of each month. ( c h a r t e r ,  k t i c l e  I V ,  
S e c t i o n  15) 

3.2 Specia l  meetings: A l l  s p e c i a l  meet ings  e h n l l  be 
c a l l e d  by t h e  Mayor o r  a majori ty of t h e  Council .  Notice s h a l l  be 
f i l e d  wi th  t h e  C i ty  Secre tary  i n  w r i t t e n  form excep t  when s u c h  
announcement of s p e c i a l  meeting is made a t  a r e g u l a r  meeting. 
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3.3 Conference:  T h e  C i t y  Council may meet in fo rmal ly  
i n  conference  s e m m h e  cal l  of t h e  Mayor o r  of any four  m 
members o f  t h e  Counall ,  p rov ided  t h a t  a l l  d i scuss ions  and d e c i s i o n s  
s h a l l  be informal.  

3.4 Recessed Meetings:  Any meeting of t h e  Council may 
be recessed t o  a-later t i m e  b y  a ma jo r i ty  vo te  of the  Council ,  pro- 
vided t h a t  no r e c e s s  s h a l l  be f o r  a longer  pe r iod  than u n t i l  t h e  
next  r e g u l a r  meeting. 

SECPlON 4. CtLAIRX8N AND DVI'IBS: 

4.1 ChairmDn: The 'Mnyor, i f  p r e s e n t ,  s h a l l  p res ide  
as Chairman at a l l  Counci l  mee t ings .  I n  t h e  absence o f  t h e  Mayor 
t h e  Yayor Pro-Tem s h a l l  p r e s i d e  as Chairman. I n  t h e  absence of 
both  t h e  Mayor and t h e  Mayor Ro-Tem, t h e  Council s h a l l  s e l e o t  a 
Chairman f o r  such meeting. ( c h a r t e r ,  A r t i c l e  IV,.Section 13) 

#.a P r e s e r v a t i o n  of Order: The counc i l  Meeting s h a l l  
be  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by t h e  Chairman, and t h e  Chairman s h a l l  pre- 

. . . . v v t ; ~ . .  s e r v e  o rde r  and decorum and c o n f i n e  members i n  debate t o  t h e  ques- 
t i o n  undar  d i s c u s s i o n .  

4.3 P a i n t s  of Order :  The Chairman s h a l l  determine 

t o  t h e  Council .  If an appea l  is t a k e n ,  t h e  ques t ion  s h a l l  bs 
"Sha l l  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  Chairman be sustained.". The q u e s t i o n  
s h a l l  be decided by a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  mBmbers of t h e  Council  p resen t .  

4.4 v o t e  of Chairman: The Chairman s h a l l  be pe rmi t t ed  
t o  v o t e o n  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  a a  a n y  o t h e r  member of  t h e  Council. 

e s t i o n  S t a t e d :  The Chairman s h a l l  s t a t e  ; a l l  
d f o r  a v o t e . .  A rol l  c a l l  vo te  s h a l l  be  t a e n  

upon t h e  r eques t  o f  any membel-. 

4.6 S u b s t i t u t i o n  f o r  a Chairman: The Chairman may 
c a l l  any o t b e r  member t o  taKs h i s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  c h a i r ,  such sub- 
s t i t u t i o n  not  t o  c o n t i n u e  beyond adjournment. 

SECTION 5. ORLIB11 OP BUSINESS: 

5.1 A enda  he o r d e r  of bus iness  of each r e g u l a r  
Council  meeting M e  c o n t n i n e d  i n  t h e  pgenda .p repued  by t h e  
C i t y  Manager. The agenda s h a l l  be de l ive red  t o  t h e  r e s idence  or 
u s u a l  p l ace  of bus iness  of e a c h  Council  member on R i d a y  precMding 
t h e  Monday meeting t o  which i t  p e r t a i n s .  

5 .2  Agenda Dead l ine :  Auy person d e s i r i n g  t o  p resen t  
a s u b j e c t  f o r  t h e  Counci l ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h a l l  advise  t h e  Ci ty  
Ilrnager of such f a c t  no l a t e r  t h a n  b PY on Thursday precebding t h e  
meeting at which he  wishes  the m a t t e r  considered. Without such 
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p r i o r  notice,  ma t t e r s  may be presented to the c i t y  Council  on ly  
w i t h  t h e  unanimous consent of t h e  Council. 

SECTION 6. CONSIDXWTION OF ORDINANCES, RESOLLVIONS AND 

L 
YOTIOLT81 

6.1 Form of  rek ken tat ion: Each proposed o rd inance  o r  
reSOlUtiOa s h a l l  be  introduced i n  r r i t t e r i  or p r i n t e d  form and s h a l l  
not  contain more t h a n  one s u b j e c t ,  which s h a l l  be c l e a r l y  expressed 
i n  t h e  title. 

t y  Attorney t o  Approve: A l l  o rd inances  and reso-  
pproved as t o  form and l e g a l i t y  by t h e  C i t y  A t -  

torney p r i o r  t o  submission of t h e  sane t o  the C i ty  Council. 

6.3 (hdinances Deferred-Emergencies: Unless dec la red  
m emergency, no ora inance  s h a l l  be f i n a l l y  passed on t h e  d a t e  . .  
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introduced,  but must ba p-dyead and voted "pop a t  two r e g u l l r  
meetinga of t h e  Council. No ordinance,  unless  it be d e c l a r e d  r n  
emergency, can ever  be passed at  other  than a r e g u l a r  Council  oeet-  
ing .  (Charter, A r t i c l e  IV,  Sec t ion  9) . 

6.4 D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Ordinances: The C i t y  Manager s h a l l  
d i s t r i b u t e  cop ies  o f  proposed ordinances t o  each Council member 
w i t h  t h e  Pgenda p r i o r  t o  t h e  meeting a t  which t h e  ordinance  is  
introduced,provided such d i s t r i b u t i o n  has been reques ted  by t h e  
Council. 

6.5 Pub l i ce t ion  o r  Ordinanoes: Every o rd inance  i m -  
pos ing any penal ty ,  f i n e ,  or  f o r f e i t u r e ,  s h a l l ,  a f t e r  passage,  be 

t 
publ ished a t  l e a s t  one t ime i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  newspaper. The ordin-  
ance s h a l l  t ake  e f f e c t  and be i n . Q o r c e  f i v e  (5) days  a f t e r  puh l i -  
c a t i o n ,  unless  otherwise provided. Ordinances nQt r e q u i r e d  t o  be 

. . ! .  ' . . ,  
.:.ii~ . . . . . .  I 

publ ished s h a l l  take e f f e c t  immediately a f t e r  passage by t h e  Council, 
.'.:!:.;,~~:>!x ,.,. .. : u n l e s s  otherwise provided.  (Char ter ,  A r t i c l e  IV, Sec t ion  24) .... . . . .  ;:. . . . .  
.. ; . ,  <, :. . ...... ........ ,,.:. 6.6 Recording of Vote: The vote  up00 passage of a l l  

... .- ordinances  and r e s o l u t i o n s  s h a l l  be taken by t h e  v o t e  "1's" and 
"Nay's" and h t e r e d  upon t h e  minutes,  and s h a l l  be recorded i n  a 
book kept f o r  t h a t  purpose and s h a l l  be authemcated by t h e  s igna-  
t u r e  of the  p res id ing  o f f i c e r  and City Secrgtary.  ( c h a r t e r ,  A r t i c l e  
I V ,  Sect ion 17) 

6.7 Vote Required: The af f i rmat ive  vote  of a t  least 
f o u r  (4) of t h e  !members o f  t h e  Council a t t e n d i n g  any meeting i n  
which tbe re  is a quorum presen t  s h a l l  be necessary t o  adopt any 
ordinance  or  r e so lu t ion .  Where t h e  S t a t e  law r e q u i r e 6  a d i f f e r -  
e n t  number of vo tes  fo r  t h e  adopt ion of an  ordinance o r  r eeo lu -  
t i o n ,  t h e  S t a t e  law s h a l l  c o n t r o l .  ( cha r t e r ,  A r t l c l e  I V ,  S e c t i o n  17) 
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. r 6.8 T i e  Vote: I n  case  of a t i e  vo te  on any proposal, 
t h e  orooosal  s h a h  De considered as f a i l i l l g  t o  C a r Y .  

... ....... .......... - ..... -..-...-... 
own of.fici.1 dondun+. o r  where h i s  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s a b  a re  involved. 

.. -,->,,>,a'.,; ---- - - -r-- - -- .- .-- .- .. -~~ 
,,*. :!.. ,., ........ ' f and h i s  recommeodation as t o  t h e - d e s i r a b i l i t y  of t h e  appropriat ion.  
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, , . , 1 SECPION 7 :  CREATION OF COMMITTEES. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 

7.1 Committees: The Counci l ,  may, as t h e  need Poibest - 
a u t h o r i z e  t h e  appointment of Council  committee.% Cxcept where o the r -  
r i s e  provided, t h e  City Manager s h a l l  appoint  t h e  members of the 
committees. Any committee so  c r e a t e a  s h a l l  cease  t o  e l l s t  upon t h e  
completion of its purpose, o r  when abo l i shed  by t h e  Council. 

7.2 In t ra-  Council Committees: The YoYOr, may. as t h e  
need t n t ~ . * - c o u n d ~  committees. Any committee so 
c r e a t e d  s h a l l  cea 
or when abolished by tile Mayor. 

.................... 
s e  to e x i s t  upon t h e  completion 03 i t s  purpose, 

7.3 ~ o v d s  and Commissions: The Council  may c r e a t e  
Boards and commissions t o  assist i n  t b e  conduct and opera t ion of 
t h e  C i t y  government wi th  such d u t i e s  as t h e  Council  may specify.  
Such dut ies  may not Be i n c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  C i ty  Charter o r  City 
Code. Such boards and commissions s h a l l  cease  t o  exist upon t h e  
complet ios  of t h e i r  s p e c i a l  purpose or when abo l i shed  by t h e  Council .  
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