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RESOIUTION NO. 23=60

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Mesquite, Texas
deems it advisable at this time te submit to the qualified voters
of the,City of Mesquite certain amendments to the existing Home Rule
Charter of the.City of Mesquite; and N

WHEREAS, under the provisions of Article 1171 of the Revised
Civil Statutes of Texas, the City of Mesquite is required to pass this
reaoclution of intention to call an election to amend the Home Rule
Charter of the City of Mesquite at least 20 days prior to the passage
of an ordinance calling such an election. NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS:
SECTION 1. It is the intention of the City Council of the

City of Mesquite,.Texas, to pase an ordinance on the__2nd day of
s 1960, for the purpose of submitting to the gqualified

— November
voters of the City of Mesquite at an election to be held for that

purpose the following amendmente to the Home Rule Charter of the
City of Mesgquite: .

Amendment No.. 1

That Article IV, Section, of the Charter shall read as follows:
"Section 1 - Governing Body.

. “The governing and lawmaking body of .
the City of Mesquite shall congist of six

{6) Coancilmen and the Mayor, and saild

body shall be known as the ‘city Council

of the City of Mesquite'."”

That Article IV, Section 2, of the Charter shall read as followas:
"Section 2 - Elective Officers.

. “The menbers of the City Council of

the City of Mesquite, which includes the six

.. Councilmen and the Mayor, shall be the only
e¢lective officers of the City, and they shall
be elected and hold office and ba compen-

. sated as herein provided. S$aid Councilmen
and Mayor shall be elected from the City at
., ilarge,”

That Article IV, sectioh 4, of the Charteyr shall read as follows:

“Sectlon 4 - Candidates: To Run for Places.
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"candidates for the City Council shall
run for Place No. 1, Place No. 2, Place No. 32,
Piace No. 4, Place No. 5 and Place No. &, or
for Mayor, as the case may be, and shall be
voted on and elected accordingly by the majority

votes of the qualified voters of the City at large.”

That Article IV, Section 17, of the Charter shall read as
follows: .

"Section 17 ~ Legislative Procedure.

“A majority of the City Council shall
constitute a gquorum to do business,. and the

affirmative vote of at least four of those attend-
ing any meeting st which there is a guorum present

shall be necessary to adopt any ordinance or
resolution., ALl meetings of the City Council
shall be public, and minutes of 3ll proceedings
ghall be kept, to which any citizen may have
access at all reasonable times and which shall
constitute one of the archives of the City. The
vote upon the passage of all ordinances and reso-
lutions shall be taken by the 'ayes' and’'nays’
and entered upon the minutes, and every ordinance
or resolution, upon its final passage, shall be
recorded in a book kept for that purpoae and
shall be. authenticated by the signature of the
presiding officer and the person performing the
duties of City Secretary.”

The Charter shall be amended by adding to Article IV an
adaitional Section known as Section 4(a}, which gectien shall
read as follows:

" (a) The City shall, by ordinance, be
divided into four {4) districts, known as Dis-
trict No, 1, District Bo, 2, District No, 3,
and District Ho. 4. On or before One Hundred
fwehty (120) days before any Council election

, dlv’/de the City into four (4} dlstricts
aqually apportioned as to inhabitants, and
periodically thereafter, as the neceasity shall
arise, and at least one hundred twenty (120}
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held hereafter, the Governing Body shall, by oxrdinance,
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days before any Council election, the
Governing Body shall where necessary, by or-
dinance, alter or change the boundaxries of
such districts for the purpose of preserving
and maintaining the equal apportionment of
inhsbitants in each such district.,”

There shall be added to Article IV an addition section,
known as Section 4(b}, which shall read as fnllows:

pLYRE PER P
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"{p) No person shall be eligible as a
candldate for Member of the Council in Place
Wo. 1, Place Wo. 2, Plaze No. 3 or Place NWo, 4,
unless he has been, ¥or a period of one hundred
twenty (120) days prior to any Council election,
and 1s at the time of such election a bona fide
regident of Districi Ne. 1, Diskrict No. 2,
pistrict No. 3 or District Wo, 4, raspectively.

“a candidate for Place Wo. 5, Pleece No,
6, or for Mayor may reside in zny portion of
the City.” ’

That Article IV, Section 10, of the Charter be amended to
read as follows:

“Section 10 - Vacancles,

© *{a} In the event of a vacancy existing
in the office of Mayor or Councilman, from
any cause whatscever, the remaining members of
the City Council shall by a majority vote
therefor, at a regular meeting, elect a menber
or members to £ill the vacancy or vacancles thus
existing, and such member or members so elected
by the City Council shall gexrve in such position
for the remainder <of the unexpired term thereof,

(b} Should any Councilman elected to
Place No. )}, Place Ho. 2, Place Nu, 3 or Place
¥No, 4 move from the boundaries of such District
during the term of office for which such Council—
man was elected, such removal shall create a
vacancy of that place on the Council.

“(c] When the office of Mayor or Councile
man shall be for a term exceeding two years.
" all vacancies of office shall be £illed bv a
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majority vote of the qualified voters at a
spgcia‘l election called for such purpose within
one hundred twenty (120) days after such vacancy
or vacanclies occur. !

“{d) Any member or members so elected by the
Council to £ill vacancy or vacancles existing in
Place No, 1, Place No. 2, Place No. 3 or Place
Nc. 4 must fulfill all of the residency require-
ments provided for in this Charter."

Amendment No, 2

That Article IV, Section 9, of ‘the Charter shall be amended
to r‘ead ag follows:

"Section 9 -~ Term of Office.

"The term of office of Mayor and Councilman
shall be for a pericd of four (4) years.”

[

Amendment No, 3

i
?

The Charter shall be amended by adding ‘to Article IV an
addition section %o be known as Section 9(a}, which section
shall read ag follows:

"{a} Priocr to the next general municipal elsction,
the City Council shall, by ordinance, provide for
staggered terms of office of Mayor and Councilmen
and shall determine which Places shall sarve for the
short temm and which Places shall sesve fox the long
term. "

Amendment No., 4

~ That Article IV, Section 18, of the Charter be amendad to
read as follows:

"Section 18 - Ordinances, Enactment of.

"Each proposed ordinance or resoiution shall
be introduced in written or printed form and shall
not contain more than one subject which shall be
clearly expreased in the title, except ordinances @
or resgsolutions making appropriations or authorizing ;
the contracting of indebtedness or issuance of
bonds or other evidence of indebtedness. All
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P“u
&;;] ordinances, resclutions or orders may be passed
;.?rii at any regular meeting, or may bs passed at any
«d special or called meeting, callei for that purpose.,”
Amendment No. 5 .
. v r
That Article V, Section 2, of the Charter be amended to read
as follows:
v "Section 2 - Tax Levies.
ol . .
a , "{a) The City Council shall have the power and
o it is hereby authorized and made its duty to levy
@5 annually for general purposesa ard for the purpose

of paying interest and providinc¢ the sinking fund
on the bonded indebtedness of the Clty of Meaquita
now in existence or which may hureafter he created
an ad valorem tax on all real, yersonal or mixed
property within the territorial limits of sald
City, and upon all franchises g:ranted by the City
+o any individual or corporation not to exceed the
constitutional limitation of Two Dollars and Fifty
Centa ($2.50) on the One Hundred bollara {5100.00)
asseased valuation of said property. If. for any
cause the City Counclil shall fail, neqlect, or refuse
to pass a tax ordinance for any one year levying
taxes for that year, then and in that event the

tax levying ordinance last passed shall and will be
congsidered in force and effect as the tax levying
ordinance for the year for which the City Council
failed, neglected or refused to pasa auch ordinance,
and the failure so to pass such ordinance for any
year shall in no wise invalidate the tax collections
for that year."
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SECTION 2. A copy of this resolution schallte published in the
official newspaper of the City of Mesquite, Texas, as notice of the
intention of the City Council to pass an ordinance calling an election
for the submission of said amendments to the Charvter of the City of
Mesquite, and that such notice shall be published in the officilal
newspaper of the City of Mesquite for not less than twenty {(20) days i
prior to the date on which the pruposed ordinance is to be passed %
by the City Council. The publication of this resoluticn shall con-
gtitute due notice ag required by the Statutes of the State of Texas. i

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 10th day -of. October, 1960,
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ATTEST: . R )
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Norma G. McGaughy, City Secretary
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