MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING, HELD AT 7:00 P.M., JANUARY 11,2010, 711 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, MESQUITE, TEXAS

	Present:
	Chairman Jane Ann Cruce, Vice Chairman Richard Allen, Commissioners, Terry Tosch, Jack Akin, Barbara Dunn, Bob Johnson, Larry Allen

	Absent:
	

	Staff:
	Manager of Planning and Zoning Jeff Armstrong, Senior Planner Garrett Langford, Planner Danielle Wonkovich, Deputy City Attorney Liz Lunday, Administrative Secretary Kim Attebery


Chairman Cruce called the meeting to order and declared a quorum present.

I. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 14, 2009, MEETING
A motion was made by Ms. Dunn and seconded by Mr. Richard Allen to approve the minutes of December 14, 2009. The motion passed unanimously.
II. PRELIMINARY PLAT
A. Consider a preliminary plat for the First Assembly of God, submitted by Bill Williams, generally located north of the Overland Trail and North Belt Line Road intersection (First Assembly of God, Block A, Lot 1).
Garrett Langford presented the request noting that the applicant had received a copy of Staff’s recommendations.  The applicant was not present.
A motion was made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Akin to approve the request with staff recommendations 1 through 7.  The motion passed unanimously.
III. PUBLIC HEARING – REPLAT

A. Consider a preliminary replat for Town East Commercial No. 9, being a replat of Lot 1R, Block Z, Town East Commercial No. 9, submitted by Lane’s Southwest Surveying Inc., located at 3500 IH 30 (Town East Commercial, Block Z, Lots 1R2, 1R3, and 1R4).

Garrett Langford presented the request noting that the applicant had received a copy of Staff’s recommendations.  The applicant was not present.  Chairman Cruce opened the public hearing.  No one appeared and Ms. Cruce closed the public hearing.
A motion was made by Mr. Richard Allen and seconded by Ms. Dunn to approve the request with staff recommendations 1 through 6.  The motion passed unanimously.

IV. PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING

A. Consider an application for a Zoning Change from Commercial and MP-SC Overlay to Commercial and MP-SC Overlay with a Conditional Use Permit for the sale of used merchandise, submitted by Alex Priakos, ED, Mesquite Social Services, on property described as a 0.553 acre portion of Tract 6, D.S. Carver Abstract 342, located at 1035 Military Pkwy (Zoning File No. 342-18-2009).
Jeff Armstrong briefed the Commission on the case summarizing the applicant’s proposal, Staff’s position and Staff’s recommendations.  
Ms. Alex Priakos, with Mesquite Social Services (M.S.S.), presented the request.  She explained that while some donated items were given to families in need, most of the time they were sold by the pound to a thrift store and persons in need were given vouchers.  Ms. Priakos stated that in 2009 there was a greater demand for services than in previous years.  She explained that by allowing M.S.S to sell used merchandise, the rising demands for assistance would be better met in two ways. First, with the store on-site and the ability to keep inventory on hand, people in need of clothing would have a larger selection from which to choose.  In addition, the sale of donated merchandise would generate income to provide additional monetary assistance.  Ms. Priakos stated that she had received the staff recommendations and was in agreement with them though she had made a late request to possibly widen the scope of the items offered for sale to include some furniture and home furnishings.  Mr. Akin asked how often Mesquite Social Services had moved in their 43 years of operation and asked for clarification of whether the items would be sold or given away.  Ms. Priakos stated they had moved only twice and that items would be for sale and would also be available to give to families in need.  Mr. Richard Allen asked how they determine who needs assistance and Ms. Priakos explained that they have to go through an application process.  The Commissioners had several questions about how donations are received, what is done with the items that will not be offered for sale, security issues and how items left during off hours would be handled.  Ms. Priakos explained that donations are accepted during the day inside the structure but that there was a night drop for clothing and small items that was positioned so the items were not in an exterior receptacle.  Items illegally left outside would be collected immediately first thing the following business morning and eligible items will be sold in the store with all other items being sold by the pound and hauled away by the thrift company they work with currently.  She explained that there are cameras inside and out in conjunction with an alarm system that is monitored by ADT.  Mr. Akin asked if they would receive merchandise from their partner store and she said in the beginning they may have to do that while they build inventory.  Mr. Johnson asked if there would be any remodeling and Ms. Priakos stated they would be doing some interior work.  Chairman Cruce opened the public hearing.  No one appeared and Ms. Cruce closed the public hearing.

Mr. Armstrong mentioned that he had received no negative comments from the property owner notices.  He also stated that signs with donation deposit information would be treated as instructional signage as defined by the Sign Ordinance.  Mr. Armstrong also indicated that an amended list of recommendations with alternative language was available regarding items for sale if the Commission was interested.  The Commission expressed an interest in expanding the items available for sale consistent with what the applicant requested.  Staff and Commission discussed options for tying the CUP to Mesquite Social Services or a similar operation. 
A motion was made by Mr. Richard Allen and seconded by Mr. Johnson to approve the request with amended Staff recommendations 1 through 7 that included additional items allowed for sale.  The motion passed unanimously.

V. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

A. Report on recent City Council action.
Jeff Armstrong reported on recent and upcoming Planning and Zoning items.
There being no further business for the Commission, Chairman Cruce adjourned the meeting at 7:50 P.M.

	
	_______________________________

	
	        Jane Ann Cruce, Chairman
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