


MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING, HELD AT 7:00 P.M., NOVEMBER 22, 2010, 711 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, MESQUITE, TEXAS

	Present:
	Chairman Richard Allen, Vice Chairman Bob Johnson, Commissioners Barbara Dunn, Larry Allen, Donna Adams, Jack Akin and Terry Tosch, Alternate Mike Potter

	Absent:
	Alternate Dharma Dharmarajan 


	Staff:
	Director of Community Development Richard Gertson, Manager of Planning and Zoning Jeff Armstrong, Senior Planner Garrett Langford, Administrative Secretary Kim Attebery


Chairman R. Allen called the meeting to order and declared a quorum present.

I. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 25, 2010, MEETINGS
A motion was made by Ms. Dunn and seconded by Mr. L. Allen to approve the minutes of October 25, 2010. The motion passed unanimously.
II. PUBLIC HEARINGS - REPLAT
A. Consider a Preliminary Plat for a replat of the The Emporium, Phase 2, Block C, Lot 1R, submitted by Lawrence A. Cates & Associates, LLP, located at 1649 N. Town East Boulevard.
Garrett Langford briefed the Commission on the case. Applicant Larry Cates presented the request stating they had received and were in agreement with Staff recommendations.  Mr. Johnson asked if the existing buildings were staying and Mr. Cates said they were.  Mr. Langford stated the replat would not trigger updates or other changes to existing structures.

Chairman R. Allen opened the public hearing.  No one appeared and Mr. R. Allen closed the public hearing.

A motion was made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Adams to approve the request with Staff recommendations 1 through 13.  The motion passed unanimously.
III. PUBLIC HEARINGS – ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT
A. Consider whether Sections 2-100, 4-100 and 4-1500 of the Mesquite Zoning Ordinance shall be amended by creating a new zoning classification to be known as the Traditional Neighborhood Residential District (TNR), said district to replace the Traditional Neighborhood Multifamily District (TNMF) and incorporate the definitions, permitted uses and design standards contained in Section 4-1500 (Zoning Text Amendment 2010-2A).
Richard Gertson presented the request.  Mr. Gertson stated that on October 25, 2010, public hearings were held regarding proposed zoning changes for several tracts to a new district called Traditional Neighborhood Multifamily.  Mr. Gertson noted that most of the objections that were raised by citizens during the hearing had to do with concerns about multifamily (apartment) developments.  He explained that during discussions with Staff the following day, it became obvious that the name itself – Traditional Neighborhood Multifamily – did not accurately describe what the City was trying to accomplish with the new district, which is mixed residential. In addition, the term “multifamily” causes citizens to jump immediately to the idea of apartments.  The real purpose of the new district has been lost over concerns about apartments. 
Chairman R. Allen opened the public hearing.  No one appeared and Mr. R. Allen closed the public hearing.

A motion was made by Mr. Akin and seconded by Ms. Dunn to amend the proposed name change to Traditional Neighborhood Mixed Residential.  Mr. Akin felt adding the term “mixed” reflected the City’s intent to promote different housing types in neighborhood developments.  The motion passed unanimously.
IV. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

A. Report on recent City Council action.
Richard Gertson reported on recent and upcoming Planning and Zoning items.
There being no further business for the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 7:20 P.M.

	
	_______________________________

	
	Richard Allen, Chairman
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