
ORDINANCE NO. 2686 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... T...x..3;..<.. . .  : .,:. . . . . .  ~. 
> 

:AN ORDINANCE O F  THE CITY O F  MESQUITE, TEXAS, AMENDING , . 

CHAPTER 5B O F  THE CODE O F  THE ClTY OF MESQUIlT BY 
DELETING THE. PRESENT CHAPTER 5B AND AOOPTING A NEW 
C-R 533 RELATING TO COIN.OPERATED AMUSEMENT 
MACHINESAND ESTABLISHMENTS WITHIN THE CITY; PROVIDING 
A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHERFAS, thc Starc of Texas ha- cnacred a cnmpreheaqive stnturc giving the State cxclurivc altihority 
to impose license fees on cuii-operated amusement machine establishments; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the Ciry's best interest t o  delete the portions of the City Code authorizing licensing 
of coin-operated amusement machine establishments by the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City will continue t o  collect the tau on each coin-operated amusement machine as  
permitted by State Statute; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE c m  COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. That Chapter 5B of the Code of the City of Mesquite shall be amended to rcad as 
follows, said code in aU other rcspects to remain in full force and effect: 

COIN-OPERATED AMUSEMENT MACHINES 
AND ESTABLISHMENTS 

I A. Definitions. 

For the purpose of this ordinance, the following word? and terms are defiled as foUow: 

Coin-OpcratcdAmwnen, Machine shall mean a machine or apparatus that may be played or operated by the 
insertion of a coin and on which games or tests of skill, chance or ability are played, including pinball machines, 
aud any machine initiatinggamcs of sport, shooting, or guiding objects o r  any machine desigued for amusement 
or relaxation, but not including machines for vending food, drink and tobacco products, music playing or 

%i rceordiug or apparatus commonly known as kiddie rides. 
&.%+ 

Coi~~OperatcdA~nuremn~~IEsIablirJ~n~e,tt shall mean any business or commcrcid establishment or other building 
or location wherein five (5) or more coin-operated amuscmcnt machines arc displayed. 

B. Tax. 
.-:% 

:e,$Ld . .. (1) There is hereby levied a yearly tax of Seven ($7.50) Dollars and flty cents for eacl~ coin- -- operated amusement machinc in the City. 
2% 
3??? (2) Except in the case of machines placed in connection with special events temporarily permiltcd 

under Scct~on 1-MM of the Municipal Zoning Ordinance, payment of such lax shall be made to the Manager, 
Division of Collections of the City of Mesquite. 

.. ~ -. . 
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Paymcnt of the tau for machines placed in connection with special cvents shall be made to the 
Building Official at the time application is made for the special cvcnt. 

-a (3) At the time of payment, drc person paying thc tax shall, on a lorm provided by the City, show 
the type oI machine for which the tax is being paid, the serial number of the machine, the name of the owner 

E or person in control ol the machine, the namc and lowtion of the establishment where the machine is to bc 
-.% .,, . placed and the name of the person paying thc tax. 
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(4) Evidence of payment of the Seven DoUar (U.50) and f ~ t y  cents tau for individual machines shall 

a manner that it can be seen from the usual position of Lhe player and facing such position and shall be 
I f consist of a stiEker fcr the year issued to he provided by the City and permanently affixed to the machine in such -- 

. . . . .  displayed at all times such machine is displayed. . . . 

(1) It shall be  unlawful for the owncr or person in control of o win-operarcd amuscmont mochinc 
to display or opcratc thc coin-operated amusement machine without a current tax sucker having been issued for 
the ma&c. - 

(2) It shall b e  unlawful for the owner or person in control of a coin-operated amusement machine 
to display or operate the win-opcrated amusement machine without a current tax stichr properly a i e d  
thereto. 

(3) It shall b e  unlawful for any owner, operator or displayer of coin-operated amusement machines 
or coin-operated amusement esrahlisluncnls to allow any person under the age  of seventeen (17) years to play 
or operate a coin-operated amusement machine between Lhe hours of 820 A.M. and 350 P.M. during the days 
when public school is open in Mcsquite during regular session, unless such minor is accompanied by a parcnt 
or legal guardian. 

SECTION 2. That should any paragraph, sentence, subdivision, clause, phrase, section or provision 
of this ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, the same shall not affect the 
validity of this ordinance as a wholc or any part or provision hereof other than the part so decided to be 
unconstitutional, illegal, o r  invalid and shall not dfect the validity of any other provision of the Code of the City 
of Mcsquile. 

SECTION 1. That any person violating any of the prowtons of this ordinance shall be deemed 
gu~lty of a misdemeanor and upon convietion in Municipal Court shall be subject to a fme not to exceed Five 
Hundred ($500.00) Dollars for each offense. 

b* 
SECTION 4. The  fact that the Codc of dlc City of Mesquite does not adequately provide for the 

taxation and regulation of coin-opcratcd amusement machines, creatcs an urgency and an emergency and 
requires that this ordinance shall take effect immediately from its passage and publication as the law in such 
cases provides. 

.,>*:,,? DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by thc City Council of thc City of Mesquite, Texas, on the 16th '% 

"& 
day of July, 1990. d&,AL/ @& . 

.M 
6 - ~~~ ... ~~ - ;s& George A.'Venner, Sr. 

Mayor 

ATTEST: APPROVED: 

. . ". .... 

City Secretary 


