
ORDNANCE NO. 267 9 
File No. u)90-5 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ClTY OF MESQUITE., TEXAS, AMENDING 
THE MFSOUITE ZONING ORDLNANCE DULY ADOFTED ON 
SEPTEMBER 4,19'/3,Ah'D RECODIFIED ON NOVEMBER 21,1988, SO 
AS TO REVlSE PART 6; DEFINITIONS BY THE READOPTION OF A 
REVISED PART 6; REPEALING ALL ORDWANCES TN CONFLICT 
WITH TfW. PROVlSlONS OFTHIS ORDINANCE PROVlDLNC FOR A 

WHEREAS, though administration and experience, the Planning and Zoning Commission has 
determined that it is necessary to rcvise certain regulations so that the hitended purposes of the Zoning 
Ordinance are best served; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission did give public notice and did hold public hearin&s 
regarding proposed revisions and h a  recommended amendment of the ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council did give public notice anddid hold public hcaringstcgardingthe proposed 
amendments; 

g$# 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY O F  Tq MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

..*: .: && S C T I O N  1. That the Mesquite Zoning Ordiianec duly adopted on Scpternber 4, 1973, and 
recodified on Novclnbcr 21, 1988, be amended by dclcting the exisimg PART 6; DEFINITIONS in its entirety 
and adopting a revised PART 6 as set out in the attached Exhibit "A'. 

S-. That should any paragraph, sentence, subdivision, clause, phrase, or scetion of this 

( ordinance Lx adjudged or held to be unconuitutiod illcgd, or invalid, the sanlc shall rot affect the validity of 
this ordinance as a whole or any part or provision hereof other than the part ro decided to bc invalid, illegal, 

+<-. or unconstilutional and shall not affect the validity of thc Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance as a whole. 
t;;."'w4 P.?'c 

,ji:q SECTION 1. That any pcrson, firm, or corporation violating any of the prnvisions o r  terms of this 
ordinance shall b e  decmcd to bc guilty of a Class C Misdemeanor and subject to the same penalty as provided 
for in the Comprchcnsive Zoning Ordinance of 1973 as mended, of the City of Mesquite, and upon conviction 
in thc Municipal Court shall be punished by a fine not to exceed Two Thousand (6uM0.00) Dollars for each 

-4 offense. 
w 
*C"...; 

?!+ SECTION 4. The fact that the present ordinances of the City of Mesquite are inadequate to protect 

+;.+ the public interest, comfort. m d  general welfare of thc City of Mesqcite, crentcs an urgency a n d  an emergency 

%k for the preservation of t h e  public health, safcty, and welfare and requires that this ordinance shall take effect 
~ 

immcdiatcly rrom and alter its passage and publication of said ordinance, as the law in such cases provides. ... ..:: .,w 
.:;+ ...a: 1 

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by the Ci quite, Texas, on the 18th 
;:.,-:j day of June, 1990. 

'.: $W 
ww* 

. . .  - . . Mayor 
~~~~ .~ - ~ . 

APPROVED: 

p& 
,.,,, .... 



PART 6: DEFINITIONS 

. . . .  6-100 DEFINITIONS AND . . .  ~ ..... :. ~ .. 
. . 

INTERPRETATION OF TERMS 

This Zoning Ordinance shal l  be construed l i b e r a l l y  t o  e f f e c t  t h e  purposes and i n t e n t  
thereof. i 

6-101 IKIERPRETATIOH OF TERMS - 

The rules of t h i s  sect ion,  regarding i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  construction and 
interchangeabi 1 i t y  of terms, shat 1 be observed, except when t h e  context c l e a r l y  
requires otherwise. 

A. MANDATORY TERMS D. INTERCHANGEABLE TERMS 

The terms " sha l l " ,  "wi l l " ,  and "must" The following terms s h a l l  be 
are mandatory, not discret ionary.  The in terchangeable  and shal l  be construed 
terms "may" and "should" a re  t o  have t h e  same o r  s imi lar  meaning: 
permissive. p r i n c i p a l ,  main, and primary; l o t ,  

s i t e ,  t r a c t ,  p l o t ,  locat ion  and 
B. CONFLICTS WITH TEXT premises; s e t b a c k  and required yard; 

person,  owner, corporation,  co- 
In the  event t h a t  any heading, caption,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  and 
i l lu s t r a t ion ,  table,  o r  map confl i c t s  individual  ; accessory ,  secondary, and 
with the t e x t  of the  ordinance, the  i n c i d e n t a l ;  a r e a  and s i ze ;  dwell ing,  
t e x t  shall cont ro l .  I f  a heading, l i v i n g  u n i t ,  and residence;  adjacent ,  
caption, i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  t ab le  or map ad jo in ing ,  cont iguous ,  and abut t ing;  
c l a r i f i e s  or  supple~nents the  t e x t ,  i t  family and household; t ruck and heavy 
shal l  apply as though i t  were an load vehic le ;  used, arranged, 

I 
inteqral  part  of the t e x t .  desictned. const ructed .  a1 tered .  

C. INCLUSIVE CONSTRUCTION 

The following terms and construction 
shal l  be construed t o  include the  
re la ted  terms or  construction as  
indicated. The present tense includes 
the  future tense; the  s ingular  
includes the plural ; Development 
Review Committee includes authorized 
representatives thereof; the  masculine 
includes the  feminine; s t ruc tu re  
includes building; a City o f f i c i a l  

--named by t i t l e  includes authorized 
representat ives.  

converted,  r e n t e d ,  l eased  and intended 
t o  be used; s t r e e t ,  avenue, boulevard, 
road, c i r c l e ,  highway and s i m i l a r  
terms. 

E. ALTERNATE DEFINITIONS 

Terms not  de f ined  herein shal l  have the  
meaning ass igned t o  them by the  SIC 
C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  Mdnual, the Building 
Code, o r  o t h e r  Ci ty  ordinance, as 
app l i cab le ,  o r  by customary d e f i n i t i o n  
based on planning and zoning 1 i t e r a t u r e  
o r  a general  u s e  d ic t ionary ,  i f  no 1 

o t h e r  source r e l a t e d  to  planning and 
zoning i s  found app l i cab le .  



u 0 2  DEFINITIONS 

ALLEY: A p u b l i c  r i g h t  o f  way which 
affords on ly  secondary access t o  an 
abu t t i ng  p roper ty .  

APARTMENT: A mu1 t i f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  
un i t .  

E f f i c i e n c v  Aoartment: A  d w e l l i n g  
u n i t  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  n o t  more than  
one h a b i t a b l e  room separated by no 
more than a  112 wal l  p a r t i t i o n ,  
p l u s  k i t c h e n  and bathroom 
f a c i l i t i e s .  

AUTOMOBILE REPAIR 

Minor: Minor r e p a i r  o r  rep1 acement 
o f  pa r t s ,  t i r e s ,  b a t t e r i e s ,  and 
accessor ies;  d iagnost ic  se rv i ces ;  
minor motor serv ices such as 
grease, o i  1, spark p lug  and f i  1  t e r  
changes; tune-ups; replacement o f  
s t a r t e r s ,  a l te rna to rs ,  hoses, brake 
pa r t s ,  m u f f l e r s ,  water o r  f u e l  
pumps; s t a t e  inspections; steam 
c l e a n i n g  and d e t a i l i n g ;  s e r v i c i n g  
o f  a i r  cond i t i on ing  systems; f o r  
veh ic les ,  but  not  heavy l o a d  
v e h i c l e s  and not  i nc lud ing  any 
opera t ion  1 i s t e d  as major r e p a i r  o r  
c o l l i s i o n  service. 

w: Major repa i r ,  r e b u i l d i n g  o r  
r e c o n d i t i o n i n g  o f  eng ines ,  
r a d i a t o r s ,  o r  transmissions; 
undercoat ing and r u s t  p r o o f i n g  ; 
any o p e r a t i  on requ i r i ng  dismantl i n g  
o r  removal o f  heads, crankcases, 
engines o r  other major parts;  and 
recapping o r  regrooving o r  t i r e s ;  
any r e p a i r  o f  heavy load veh ic les ;  
and o ther  operations not  l i s t e d  as 
minor r e p a i r ,  but  n o t  c o l l i s i o n  
se rv i ces .  

Co!l ision Services: Body, frame, 
and fender s t ra igh ten ing  or r e p a i r ;  
customizing;  pa in t i ng .  

BUILDING: Any structure used o r  
i n tended  t o  be used f o r  the she l te r  o r  
enc losure  o f  persons, animals, o r  
p roper ty .  

Free-standinq Buildinq: A bu i ld ing 
which i s  o h r s i c a l l y  separated from . . 
o t h e r  :)u<laings. 

BUILDING LINE: The l i n e  p a r a l l e l  o r  
approx imate ly  p a r a l l e l  t o  s t r e e t  1  ine, 
beyond which no bui ld ing o r  pa r t  
t h e r e o f  s h a l l  project ,  except as 
o the rw ise  prov ided.  

BUILDING SITE:  A l o t  which i s  shown on 
a  p l a t  approved by the Commission and 
f i l e d  i n  t h e  p l a t  records o f  the 
county . 
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY: An o f f i c i a l  
c e r t i f i c a t e  issued by the C i t y  which 
i n d i c a t e s  conformance wi th the  zoning 
r e g u l a t i o n s  and authorized l e g a l  use o f  
the  premises f o r  which i t  i s  issued. 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: The Ci ty 's  overa l l  
design f o r  growth including land use 
pol i c y ,  c i r c u l a t i o n  plans and proposed 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  cons is t i ng  o f  the Mesauite 
-, M e s q u i t e  
Thoroughfare Plan, master plans, 
re1 a t e d  sub-area plans, and special 
long-range p lann ing  studies. 

COVERAGE: The percent o f  a  bu i l d ing  
s i t e  o r  y a r d  which i s  occupied by 
s t r u c t u r e s .  Roof eaves t o  the  extent 
o f  two f e e t  f rom walls o f  a  bu i ld ing 
may b e  excluded from coverage 
computation. 

CURB LINE: Whenever a setback from a 
cu rb  1  i n e  i s  required,  the measurement 
s h a l l  be t a k e n  from the back o f  the 
curb, if e x i s t i n g ,  o r  from the proposed 
cu rb  on any s t ree t  which i s  not 
c u r r e n t l y  impro,ded wi th  curbs. 



DAY CARE FACILITY: A p l a c e  o the r  t h a n  
the  person's own home i n  which care,  
supervis ion and guidance, o f  t h e  person 
unaccompanied by parent ,  guardian, o r  
custodian i s  p rov ided  on a r e g u l a r  
basis f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  l e s s  than 24 
hours per day. Categor ies  o f  Day Care 
F a c i l i t i e s  are as f o l l o w s :  

Dav Care Center: A commercial 
establishment which may be a day 
nurserv school. k inderaar ten .  c h i l d  
p lay  school, c h i  I d  development 
center, e a r l y  ch i l dhood  center,  
adu l t  care cen te r ,  and s i m i l a r  
f a c i l i t i e s  and which i s  1 icensed by  
the State. Any f a c i l i t y  n o t  
q u a l i f y i n g  as a Reg is te red  Family 
Home sha l l  be deemed t o  be a Day 
Care Center. 

Reqistered Fami ly  Home: A p r i v a t e  
residence r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  
as an opera t ion  t h a t  r e g u l a r l y  
provides ca re  f o r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  
p r i v a t e  res idence and operated i n  
accordance w i t h  S t a t e  r u l e s  and 
regulat ions.  

Adul t  Dav Care F a c i l  i t v :  A 
f a c i l i t y  which p rov ides  counsel i ng ,  
recreat ion o r  food o r  any 
combination o f  these se rv i ces  on a 
d a i l y  o r  r e g u l a r  bas is ,  but  n o t  
overnight, t o  f o u r  o r  more e l d e r l y  
o r  h a n d i c a ~ ~ e d  oersons who are n o t  
re la ted  by' b lood,  marriage, o r  
adoption t o  t h e  owner o f  t h e  
f a c i l i t y .  

DENSITY: The r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  t o t a l  
number o f  dwe l l i ng  u n i t s  t o  t h e  area o f  
the s i t e ,  genera l l y  expressed as " u n l t s  
per acre." Dens i t y  computation s h a l l  
be based on gross acreage, i .e.  t o t a l  
s i t -carea,  unless o the rw ise  s p e c i f i e d .  

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE: A 
committee o f  employed personnel  o f  t h e  
C i t y  o f  Mesquite assigned t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  r e v i e w  o f  p l a t s ,  s i t e  
plans, and b u i l d i n g  p lans  submit ted f o r  

.................. . . ~~ 
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approval p r i o r  t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  
development. The Committee may also 
be c a l l e d  t h e  DRC. . > -.. .--m.m. J 
DISTRICT, ZONING: A p o r t i o n  o f  the 
C i t y  o f  Mesquite w i t h i n  which uniform 
r e g u l a t i o n s  apply under the  prov is ions 
o f  t h i s  ordinance. 

R e s i d e n t i a l  D i s t r i c t :  The AG- 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  d i s t r i c t ,  any R-Sinqle 
Fami ly R e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t ,   the-^- 
D u ~ l e x  d i s t r i c t .  anv A-Mul t i fami lv  
d i s t r i c t ,  and any p o r t i o n  o f  a P D ~  
Planned Development d i s t r i c t  which 
pe rm i t s  r e s i d e n t  i a1 uses. 

Nonres iden t ia l  D i s t r i c t :  Any 
d i s t r i c t  which i s  no t  a r e s i d e n t i a l  
d i s t r i c t  and any p o r t i o n  o f  a PD- 
Planned Development d i s t r i c t  which 
pe rm i t s  n o n r e s i d e n t i a l  uses. 

DUELLING UNIT: A b u i l d i n g  o r  po r t i on  
t h e r e o f  having o n l y  one k i t c h e n  plus 
l i v i n g ,  sleeping, and bathroom 
f a c i l i t i e s  designed and/or used by one 
f a m i l y  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  purposes, but  
not  i n c l u d i n g  h o t e l s ,  motels, t r a v e l  
t r a i l e r s ,  t e n t s  and o t h e r  such 

C 
temporary l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s .  

Accessorv; An area, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  d w e l l i n g  u n i t  on a 
l o t ,  which has l i v i n g ,  s leeping,  
and bathroom f a c i l i t i e s  and which 
meets e i t h e r  o f  t h e  f ~ l l o w i n g  
cond i t i ons :  1) c o n t a i n s  a k i tchen; 
o r  2) has p r i m a r y  access which i s  
n o t  from w i t h i n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
d w e l l i n g  u n i t ,  i n c l u d i n g  any such 
area i n  a detached s t ruc tu re ,  
whether o r  no t  t h e  area contains a 
k i t c h e n  . 
Sincl le F a d v  Detacked: A dwe l l i ng  - -- 
u n i t  l o c a t e d  i n  a r e s i d e n t i a l  .......... 
b u i l d l n g  c o n t a i n i n g  one dwe l l i ng  
u n i t ,  l oca ted  on a separate l o t ,  
and having no p h y s i c a l  connection 
t o  any o t h e r  d w e l l i n g  u n i t .  



I Sinq le  Familv Attached: A d w e l l i n g  
u n i t  l oca ted  i n  a r e s i d e n t i a l  
b u i l d i n g  c o n t a i n i n g  2 o r  more 
d w e l l i n g  u n i t s ,  l oca ted  on separate 
l o t s ,  bu t  connected by a common 
w a l l  on one o r  more sides. 

u: A dwel l  i n g  u n i t  l o c a t e d  i n  
a r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  conta in ing 
2 dwe l l i ng  u n i t s  connected by 
common w a l l .  A duplex may be 
loca ted  on one l o t  o r  on separate 
l o t s .  Duplex a1 so means two-family 
dwel l ing .  

Mu1 t i f a m i l y :  A dwe l l i ng  u n i t  
l oca ted  i n  a r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  
con ta in ing  t h r e e  o r  more d w e l l i n g  
u n i t s .  

&&j 
Zero L o t  Line: See 2-504. 

.;.;'..I 
7% >ze; d FAMILY: I n d i v i d u a l s  l i v i n g  toge the r  as 
W! a s i n g l e  housekeeping u n i t ,  i n c l u d i n g  

~&:, 

iih I 
cooking together,  i n  which n o t  more 

y+:. .! than 4 i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  u n r e l a t e d  by 
. . .  If*. . blood, marriage, o r  adopt ion.  Family 
*j:d sha l l  no t  inc lude groups o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  
&.j * .  , 

which do n o t  f u n c t i o n  as o r  c o n s t i t u t e  
housekeeping u n i t s ,  such as boarding1 

93229 .w lodg ing houses, f r a t e r n i t y / s o r o r i t y  

";";;A 
houses, and s i m i l a r  1 i v i n g  .:a arrangements. 

:*;:, 5:; . . <<:<:: .j 
. , .  * 

GRADE, AVERAGE: The l e v e l  o f  the 
.@ fin ished  ground surface e l e v a t i o n  

es tab l ished f o r  t h e  purpose o f  app ly ing  
;$V rla.d height/setback r e s t r i c t i o n s :  

U i l d i n o  Grade: Average grade f o r  
a b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  b e  determined by 
averaqing t h e  e levat ions o f  the 
ground a t  each corner  o f  the 
b u i l d i n g .  

-&: 
Average grade f o r  a p r o p e r t y  o r  .=; 

,:& 
d i s t r j c t  l i n e  s h a l l  be determined 

..ti.1. 4 a by averaging the  e l e v a t i o n  o f  the 
.~l*..i ground a t  each t u r n i n g  p o i n t ,  end, 
.&;! . o r  corner o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o r  .-... ..,. d i s t r i c t  l i n e  i n  question. 

HEIGHT: The v e r t i c a l  d i s tance  from 
average grade t o  t h e  highest p o i n t  o f  
a structure,  except: 

1) On mansard r o o f s  o r  r o o f s  w i t h  
parapet walls, the distance t o  t h e  
deck l i ne ,  provided the mansard o r  
parapet i s  not h igher than 4 f e e t  above 
the deck. 

2) On hip and gable roo fs ,  t h e  
distance between grade and t h e  mean 
he ight  level  between the eaves and t h e  
r i dge  may be used; and 

3) On mu l t i f am i l y  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  
distance between t h e  lowest l e v e l  o f  
f i r e  department veh ic le  access and t h e  
top p l a t e  o f  the uppermost s t o r y  s h a l l  
be used. 

4) On Accessory structures,  t h e  
distance t o  the highest p o i n t  o f  t h e  
structure.  I 

5) On archi tectural  features, such as 
copulas, domes, etc.,  t he  distance t o  
the highest po in t  o f  the s t ruc ture .  

HOME OCCUPATION: See 2-700. 

HOUSEHOLD EQUIPMENT: Household 1 

equipment shal l  mean appliances; small 
e lec t ron ic  equipment; f u r n i t u r e ;  
pa r t y  supplies; dishes, s i lverware,  
tables, and banquet accessories; hand 
and t a b l e  tools; garden too ls ,  except 
t rac tors ;  paint ing supplies, i n c l u d i n g  
ladders; and s i m i l a r  items. 

HOUSEHOLD PETS: Dogs, cats, f i sh ,  
b i r d s  o r  other small domestic animals 
customarily kept f o r  personal use o r  
enjoyment w i th in  a home o r  i t s  
associated yards, but  no t  i n c l u d i n g  
l i ves tock  or w t ld  o r  dangerous animals 

- 
which are not  genera l ly  subject  t o  
domestication. 

KEY LOT: A corner l o t  i n  a s ing le  
fami ly or duplex subdiv is ion where t h e  
rear  of the l o t  abuts o r  i s  across an 



a l l e y  from the side l o t  l i n e  o f  a  l o t  
p l a t t e d  t o  f r o n t  the  s ide  s t r e e t  which 
t h e  corner  l o t  adjo ins.  

KITCHEN: An area s p e c i f i c a l l y  se t  
as ide and contain ing t h e  necessary 
appl iances f o r  cooking, b u t  no t  
i n c l u d i n g  an area conta in ing on ly  a  
microwave oven, hot  p la tes ,  o r  s i m i l a r  
small  cooking appl iance. 

LIVING AREA: The i n t e r i o r  p o r t i o n  o f  
a dwe l l i ng  u n i t  used f o r  the  
accommodation o f  the occupants, but  no t  
i n c l u d i n g  storage/shop areas served 
e x c l u s i v e l y  by e x t e r i o r  entrances o r  
garages. L i v i n g  area s h a l l  g e n e r a l l y  
mean "heated/air condit ioned" area and 
may be measured t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r  surface 
o f  t h e  wal ls .  

LIVESTOCK: Animals genera l l y  r a i  sed on 
far~ns,  inc lud ing c a t t l e ,  sheep and 
goats, swine, p o u l t r y  (chickens, 
tu rkeys,  ducks, geese, fowl ,  e t c . )  and 
horses, mules, and donkeys, unless 
o therwise indicated. 

LOT: A t r a c t ,  parce l ,  p l o t ,  o r  
b u i l d i n g  s i t e .  A L o t  o f  reco rd  i s  a  
pa rce l  whose boundaries have been 
es tab l i shed  on a  p l a t  approved by the 
P lann ing & Zoning Commission and on 
f i l e  i n  the records o f  Dal las County. 

L o t  Deoth: The average h o r i z o n t a l  
d is tance between f r o n t  and r e a r  l o t  
l i n e s .  

L o t  Size: The h o r i z o n t a l  area 
contained w i t h i n  the  l o t  l i n e s .  

L o t  Width: The requ i red  l o t  w id th  
i s  the s t r a i g h t  l i n e  d i s tance  
between the -s ide  l o t  l i n e s ,  
measured a t  the two o o i n t s  where 
t h e  f r o n t  bu i l d ing  l i n e  i n t e r s e c t s  
t h e  s ide l o t  l i n e s .  

The average l o t  width i s  the  
average o f  the  wid th  a t  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  l i n e  as measured f o r  the  
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r e q u i r e d  w id th  and t h e  s t r a i g h t  
l i n e  d i s tance  measured between t h e  
c o r n e r  where t h e  r e a r  l o t  l i n e  
meets t h e  s i d e  l o t  l i n e s .  

I 
LOT LINES: The p r o p e r t y  l i n e s  bounding 
t h e  l o t .  

f r o n t  Lot L ine:  The l i n e  
separat ing t h e  l o t  from a  s t r e e t  
r igh t -o f -way.  Where a  l o t  abuts 
2 o e r ~ e n d i c u l  a r  s t reets .  the f r o n t  
1  i n e  . i s  g e n e r a l l y  the shor ter  o f  
the  l o t  l i n e s  a b u t t i n g  a  s t r e e t  
and t h e  l i n e  most near l y  p a r a l l e l  
t o  an i n t e r i o r  s i d e  l o t  l i n e  s h a l l  
be an e x t e r i o r  s i d e  l o t  l i n e ,  n o t  
a  f r o n t  l o t  1 ine ,  except on a  key 
l o t .  Where a  l o t  abuts 2 p a r a l l e l  
s t r e e t s ,  bo th  l i n e s  adjacent t o  
a  s t r e e t  s h a l l  be f r o n t  l o t  1  ines. 

R e a r  L o t  Line: The l o t  l i n e  most 
d i s t a n t  from and most p a r a l l e l  t o  
the  f r o n t  l o t  l i n e .  

=Lot L ine:  Any l o t  l i n e  
i n t e r s e c t i n g  a  f r o n t  l o t  l i n e  and 
any l i n e  which i s  not  a  f r o n t  o r  
r e a r  l o t  l i n e .  A s ide l o t  l i n e  
separat ing a  l o t  from another l o t  
i s  c a l l e d  an i n t e r i o r  s ide l o t  
l i n e .  An e x t e r i o r  l o t  l i n e  
separates t h e  l o t  f rom a  s ide 
s t r e e t  on a  c o r n e r  l o t .  

MOBILE HOME: A s i n g l e  fami l y  detached, 
f a c t o r y - b u i l t  home designed t o  be used 
as  a  year-round r e s i d e n t i a l  dwell ing, 
t r a n s p o r t a b l e  i n  one o r  more sections, 
ana b u i l t  on a  permanent chassis, bu t  
n o t  in tended f o r  t r a n s p o r t  other than 
f o r  the  purpose o f  d e l i v e r y  t o  a  
permanent s i t e .  

MOBILE HOME PARK: Any l o t  o r  p a r t  
t h e r e o f  o r  any pa rce l  o f  l a n d  which i s  
used o r  of fered as a  l o c a t i o n  f o r  two 
or more mob i le  homes. 

NON-CONFORHING USES, PREMISES, AND 
STRUCTURES: See 1-300. 

- 



OPEN SPACE: The p o r t i o n  o f  a b u i l d i n g  
s i t e  which i s  n o t  occupied by 
s t ruc tures ,  parking, o r  drives. 

OUTDOOR DISPLAY, SALES, AND STORAGE: 
See 3-600. 

PRIVATE: P r i v a t e  s h a l l  mean operated 
f o r  the exc lus i ve  use  o f  the occupants 
o f  a p r o p e r t y  o r  o t h e r  speci f ied area 
such as a neighborhood, i nc lud ing  
guests o f  t h e  occupants. 

PRIVATE CLUB: A p r i v a t e  club s h a l l  
mean a c l u b  o f f e r i n g  the sale o f  
a l c o h o l i c  beverages t o  members as 
def ined and permi t ted by the Sta te  
A lcoho l i c  Beverage Code, unless 
otherwise s p e c i f i e d .  

PUBLIC: Pub1 i c  s h a l l  mean owned and/or 
operated by  the  C i t y  o r  o the r  
governmental agency, unless otherwise 
spec i f ied .  

RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITY: An 
establ ishment p r i m a r i l y  engaged i n  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  socia l  and 
personal ca re  f o r  chi ldren,  the aged 
and spec ia l  ca tegor ies  o f  persons w i t h  
some l i m i t s  on a b i l i t y  f o r  se l f -care ,  
b u t  where medical care  i s  not a major  
element. S ta te  1 i c e n s i i g  sha l l  be 
requ i red t o  be c l a s s i f i e d  as a ca re  
f a c i l i t y  i n  order t o  assure necessary 
supervis ion and serv ices.  

Familv Home: A f a c i l i t y  f o r  6 o r  
l ess  persons i n c l u d i n g  a res iden t  - 
supervisor,  1 i v i n g  and cooking 
together  as a s i n g l e  housekeeping 
u n i t ,  as de f ined  by S t a t e  law. 

Grouo Home: A f a c i l i t y  for 7 t o  15 
persons i n c l u d i n g  r e s i d e n t  
supervisors.  

Care I n s t i t u t i o n :  Any f a c i l i t y  f o r  
more than 15 persons. 

SETBACK: The requ i red  minimum d is tance 
between any s t r u c t u r e  and any l o t  l i n e  
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o f  the l o t  on which i t  i s  located.  
Se tbacks  s h a l l  be measured 
perpendicu lar  t o  t h e  l o 6  l i n e .  (See 
a l s o  Yard). 
SIC: See Standard I n d u s t r i a l  
C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

STANDARD INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 
(SIC) CODE: The use l i s t i n g  and I 

numberina svstem as s e t  out  i n  t h e  
Standard" r n d u s t r i a l  C l a s s i f i c a t i o q  
Manual (198a  o f  t h e  S t a t i s t i c a l  Pol i c y  
D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  U.S. O f f i c e  o f  
Management and Budget. Nonresident ia l  
uses are l i s t e d  and d e f i n e d  by t h e i r  
SIC re ference group un less  ofherwise 
noted.  

STORY: See d e f i n i t i o n  i n  B u i l d i n g  
Code. 

STREET: A pub1 i c  o r  p r i v a t e  roadway 
which as fords  t h e  p r inc ipa l .access  t o  
an a b u t t i n g  l o t .  

A r t e r i a l  S t r e e t :  A s t r e e t  
designated as such on t h e  Mesquite 
Thoroughfare P l  zn. 

Res iden t ia l  S t r e e t :  A s t ree t  i n  a 
50 o r  60 f o o t  r i gh t -o f -way  and n o t  
designated as an a r t e r i a l  s t r e e t  on 
the  Mesquite Thoroughfare Plan. 

STRUCTURE: Any th ing  constructed, t h e  
use o f  which r e q u i r e s  permanent 
l o c a t i o n  on t h e  ground, o r  attachment 
t o  something hav ing  a permanent 
l o c a t i o n  on t h e  ground. S t ruc tu re  
s h a l l  n o t  i n c l u d e  t r a i l e r s ,  t r a i l e r s  
w i t h  wheels removed, expor t /sh ipp ing 
containers,  o r  any o the r  dev ice 
designed and /o r  in tended f o r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  purposes o r  any 
m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  such a device. ....................... I 

P r i n c i ~ a l  S t r u c t u r e :  A b u i l d i n g  o r  
o the r  s t r u c t u r e  occupied by o r  used 
by a p r i n c i p a l  use. 

Accessorv S t r u c t u r e :  A b u i l d i n g  o r  
o the r  s t r u c t u r e  on a l o t  which i s  
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occupied by an accessory use. such as cranes, bulldozers and related 
Accessory structure shall include equipment and trucks . . over ~. one ton . . . . . . . . . .  agricultural structures and buildings, capacity . . - .I 

statues, monum.?nts, and fountains. 
J 

UTILITY FACILITIES: Any above-ground 
TOWNHOUSE: A single family attached structures or facilities (other than 
dwelling unit in a building with 3 or buildings, unless such buildings are 
more dwellin units attached by common 4 used as storage incidental to the 
vertical wal s, but where each unit is operation of such structures or 
located on a separated lot. facilities) owned by a governmental 

entity or any entity defined as a 
USE: The purpose for which land or public utility and used in connection 
structure is or may be occupied in a with the production, generation, 
zoning district. transmission, delivery, collection or 

storage of water, sewage, electricity, 
Principal Use: Any activity which gas, oil, or electronic signals. 
is a primary part of the total 
activity and is more than Neiqhborhood Facilities: Utility 
incidental or tnsubstantial to facilities that are designed to 
other activities. Activity in a serve the immediately surrounding 
building or on a lot may include properties. 
several principal uses. Some 
principal uses may be secondary in Communitv and Reqional Facilities: 
nature to another activity, but not All utility facilities other than 
so insubstantial as to be neighborhood facilities. 
classified accessory. 

VEHICLES: 
Accessorv Use: An activity 
conducted in conjunction with a Commercial; A heavy load vehicle 
principal use which constitutes or any vehicle which is marked with 

I 
only an incidental or subordinate a sign indicating its business 
part of the total activity and usage. 
which is commonly associated with 
the principal use. An activity Heavy Load Vehicle: A vehicle 
which is an integral or substantial having a manufacturer's 

.:. . , part of the primary use shall not classification of 2 tons or more, 
,- .,.<. be classified as an accessory. or having more than 2 axles, such 

@@ as tractor-trailers, large -3 USED CAR LOT: A lot or tract of land recreational vehicles, buses, large 
., ..&: used for the sale or display for sale vans, and other similar vehicles. 
%'.I of two or more previously owned 
'WI vehicles including but not limlted to L&ht Load Vehicle: A vehicle a 
.,~+n passenger automobiles, motorcycles, having a manufacturer's 
wri trucks, dune-buggies and other types of classification of less than 2 tons, 

motor vehicles designed for use upon but in no case having more than 2 
the public roads or for pleasure off axles. .. ... 
public roads but not including farm 
imp1 ements, mobile home, camper and YARD, GENERAL: An open space that lies 
recreational vehicles as defined by between a building or structure and a 
City Code or construction equipment lot line. 



YARD, REQUIRED: An open space that  
w d i e s  between a l o t  l i ne  and the 

reauired setback l ine .  

Front Yard: That portion of  a l o t  
which abuts t h e  s t r e e t ,  extending 
across the width of t h e  l o t  from the 
front  l o t  l ine  t o  the s t ruc tu re  
(general) or  to  the f ron t  setback l ine  
(required). 

Pear Yard: That portion of a l o t ,  
extending between the s ide  l o t  

. . . .  ...... 
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l ines  from the  r ea r  l o t  line t o  the -A 

structure (general) or  t o  the rear - ?: 
setback l ine  (required) and not 
abutting a s t r e e t .  

-: That portion of a l o t ,  
extending between the front  and 
rear  setback l ines,  from the side 
l o t  l i n e  t o  the structure 
(general) o r  t o  the s ide  setback 
1 ine (required).  An i n t e r io r  side 
yard abuts another l o t  or an 
alley. An exter ior  s ide yard 
abuts a s ide s t ree t  on a corner 
l o t .  




