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ORDINANCE NO. 2447 

I AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS 
AKENDING CCHAPTER 13, SECTION 13-22 0 THE 
CODE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE BY ESTABLISHING 
ADDITIONAL REGU.LAT1ONS PERTAINING TO PRIVATE 
WRECKERS TOWING VEHICLES FROM PRIVATE ., 

PROPERTY; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO 
HUNDRED ($200.00) DOLLARS AND DECLRRING AN 
EMERGENCY: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

m. That  Chapter 33, Sec t ion  13-22 of  the Code of  
t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite is hereby amended t o  r ead  as fo l lows ,  s a i d  
c h a p t e r  and code, i n  a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  t o  remain i n  f u l l  f o r c e  
and e f f e c t :  

..... i,..r. >.- SECTION 13-22. Impoundment of  v e h i c l e s  towed from p r i v a t e  

.:,!.,;>! p r o p e r t y  by p r i v a t e  wrecker o p e r a t o r s  

-v 
@ I 

A. Impoundment wi th in  c i t y  l i m i t s .  I n  t h e  event  t h e  owner 
or person i n  charge of  p r i v a t e  p rope r ty  has  a u t h o r i t y  
t o  and does  s e e k  removal of a motor v e h i c l e  from s u c h  

j .. p r i v a t e  p rope r ty ,  such  owner or person  i n  charge  is 
*t14 
~ % + i r : l  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  s e c u r e  a p r i v a t e  wrecker service o f  h i s  
w~.~?? ..... cho ice ,  e i t h e r  a s t anda rd  duty  wrecker o r  a heavy d u t y  
&,@:I wrecker ,  provided t h a t  when such v e h i c l e  is removed 

q from such p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  s t o r a g e  o r  impoundment, 
such  s t o r a g e  o r  impoundment s h a l l  be  i n  o r  upon an 

%:! 7 impoundment o r  s t o r a g e  lot wi th in  t h e  corpora te  c i t y  
.+&A l i m i t s  of t h e  C i ty  o f  Mesquite. It s h a l l  be  unlawful  
*.~.<?! and an o f fense  f o r  a p r i v a t e  s t anda rd  duty o r  heavy 
"?.,%'? 
.+- :..% d u t y  wrecker s e r v i c e  t o  use t h e  streets, highways, 
-<&<O.S; 
'7&:,s! p u b l i c  thoroughfares  o r  p rope r ty  o f  t h e  C i ty  o f  

B Mesquite f o r  t r a n s p o r t i n g  a p r i v a t e  v e h i c l e  from 
p r i v a t e  p rope r ty  a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  owner o r  
person  i n  charge o f  such  p r i v a t e  proper ty  t o  any 
l o c a t i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  l i m i t s  of t h e  C i t y  of 
Mesquite f o r  s t o r a g e  o r  impoundment. 

B. It s h a l l  f u r t h e r  be unlawful and an of fense  f o r  any 
person  t o  remove an unauthorized v e h i c l e  from p r i v a t e  
p r o p e r t y ,  unless:  
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. A readable  s i g n  which specif ies  pe r sons~~who  , :+ 
may park and p roh ib i t i ng  a l l  o thers  and which 
con ta ins  t h e  s t r e e t  address and telephone 
number of t h e  s torage  location t o  which 
v e h i c l e s  a r e  towed is prominently placed a t  

I 
a l l  en t rances  t o  the  pr ivate  proper ty  from 
which t h e  v e h i c l e  is towed, provided t h a t  a 
p r i v a t e  property owner s h a l l  not be required 
t o  p o s t  a s i g n  t o  remove a  vehicle abandoned 
f o r  a period of a t  l e a s t  72 hours; and 

2. The wrecker company allows the opera tor  of  a  
v e h i c l e  t o  remove t h e  vehicle from p r i v a t e  
proper ty  when requested by the operator ;  and 

3. The wrecker company answers t h e  s torage  
l o c a t i o n  telephone 24  hours a day; and 

4. The wrecker company r e l eases  a  v e h i c l e  a t  t h e  
s t o r a g e  loca t ion  within 30 minutes o f  a  
r eques t  by t h e  owner o r  operator of t h e  

4% v e h i c l e ;  and 

.!.E<*! 
*<4!ll 

5. The wrecker company n o t i f i e s  the c i t y  po l i ce  
w - r .  , ,..~. 

department w i th in  one hour of each removal: 
and 

6. The wrecker company provides the ope ra to r  of 
t h e  v e h i c l e  w i th  a  wr i t t en  receipt f o r  towage 
and s to rage  charges,  t h e  date and time of 
removal, and t h e  da t e  and time o r  r e t u r n ;  and 

7. The wrecker company r e t a i n s  a t  h i s  pr inc ipa l  
p lace  of bus iness  a  copy of any r ece ip t  

.#...'., 

d requi red  by t h i s  s ec t ion  for a  per iod  of one 
y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  the r e c e i p t  was 
o r i g i n a l l y  i ssued;  and 

8. The wrecker company allows t h e  Chief of 
Po l i ce  t o  i n s p e c t  upon request the towing 
recorde requi red  t o  b e  kept by t h i s  a r t i c l e ;  
and 

9. The wrecker company maintains a  permanent ., 

s i g n  on each s i d e  of t h e  towing vehicle ,  ___n 

showing t h e  name of t h e  company and a 24  hour 
te lephone number fo r  t h e  company i n  co lors  
c o n t r a s t i n g  that of t h e  vehicle, i n  l e t t e r s  
no l e a s  than f o u r  ( 4 )  inches high and one (1) 
inch wide. 

:ll.l..., 

:w . . . .. 



C. When a Wrecker S e r v i c e  Company n o t i f i e s  t h e  pol ice  
department of a removal under  t h i s  sect ion,  it s h a l l  
provide the  fo l lowing  informat ion:  

1. Date, t i m e ,  and l o c a t i o n  of t h e  removal. 
---. 

2. Physical description and r e g i s t r a t i o n  number 
of t he  v e h i c l e .  

3. Trade name of t h e  motor v e h i c l e  tow serv ice .  

4. Storage l o c a t i o n  of t h e  veh ic l e .  

5. Name of t h e  pe r son  r e q u e s t i n g  removal and 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  r e q u e s t i n g  person t o  t h e  
property from which t h e  v e h i c l e  was removed. 

Sect ion 2 .  That  shou ld  any word, sentence,  c lause,  
paragraph o r  p rov i s ion  of t h i s  ord inance  be  held t o  be inva l id  or 
unconstitutional t h e  remaining p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  
remain i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t .  

Sect-. Tha t  any pa r son ,  f i r m ,  o r  corporat ion v i o l a t i n g  
any of t h e  provis ions  o r  terms of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be  deemed 
t o  be g u i l t y  of a C l a s a  C Misdemeanor and upon convict ion i n  t h e  
Municipal Court s h a l l  be punished by a f i n e  not to  exceed Two 
Hundred ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  D o L l a r s  fox each  of fense .  

S e c t i o n  4. The f a c t  t h a t  the p r e s e n t  ordinances bf t h e  C i ty  
of Mesquite do n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  p r o t e c t  t h e  s a f e t y  of t h e  
inhabi tants  of t h e  C i t y  creates an urgency and emergency and i n  
the  preservation o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a fe ty  and welfare 
requires  t h a t  t h i s  o rd inance  s h a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  immediately 
from and a f t e r  its p a s s a g e  and t h e  pub l i ca t ion  of capt ion ,  a s  t h e  
law and i n  such c a s e s  p rov ides .  

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by t h e  C i t y  Council of t h e  City of 
Mesquite, Texas on t h e  3rd  day  of 

Mayor 

ATTEST : APPROVED: 

Lynn &rugel ' 
City Secretary 




