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ORDINANCE NO. 2370  . , 

. . ,  
. . . . . .  AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, . . 

. . ~ 

AMENDING CHAPTER 2 0  OF T H E  CODE OF THE CITY 
OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, PROVIDING FOR THE ESTAB- 
LISHMENT AND REGULATION O F  WRECKER SERVICE 
OPERATORS WITHIN THE C I T Y ;  PROVIDING A  
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE: PROVIDING A  PENALTY 
NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  DOLLARS; 
PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES 
I N  CONFLICT WITH T H I S  ORDINANCE; AND DECLAR- 
ING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  of M e s q u i t e  h a s  
f o u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  a n d  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e  
o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  C i t y  t o  o b t a i n  d e p e n d a b l e  a n d  
a d e q u a t e  w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  C i t y  a t  c o m p e t i t i v e  ra tes;  
a n d ,  

WHEREAS, i t  is n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  those e n g a g e d  i n  p r o v i d i n g  
w r e c k e r  s e rv ice  m e e t  c e r t a i n  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s ;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL O F  THE 
C I T Y  O F  MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. T h a t  C h a p t e r  2 0  o f  t h e  C o d e  o f  t h e  C i t y  of 
M e s q u i t e ,  T e x a s ,  be a n d  is h e r e b y  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s ,  
i n  a l l  o t h e r  respects, s a i d  C o d e  t o  r e m a i n  i n  P u l l  force a n d  
e f f e c t :  

CHAPTER 2 0  

WRECKER SERVICE 

ARTICLE I - GENERAL 

T h e r e  is h e r e b y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a p r o c e d u r e  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  
w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  C i t y  o E  M e s q u i t e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

. . , 
Set. 20-1 .  RESPONSE TO CALLS. 

( A )  S t a n d a r d  D u t y  W r e c k e r  S e r v i c e  

No p e r s o n  o t h e r  t h a n  a n  a u t h o r i z e d  w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e  operator 
e n d  h i s  a g e n t s ,  s e r v a n t s ,  a n d  e m p l o y e e s  s h a l l  r e s p o n d  t o  a P o l i c e  
s t a n d a r d - d u t y  w r e c k e r  c p l l ,  p r o v i d e d  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  i n  case of a n  
emergency, t h e  P o l . i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  or  o t h e r  a g e n c y  oE t h e  C i t y  m a y  __a 

a u t h o r i z e  o t h e r s  t o  r e n d e r  s p e c i f i c  s e r v i c e s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
a s p e c i f i c  e m e r g e n c y .  S u c h  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  e x t e n d  t o  
o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s  or t i m e s .  T h i s  sec t ion  s h a l l  n o t  be i n t e r p r e t e d  
t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  o w n e r  or  opera tor  o f  a d i s a b l e d  v e h i c l e  f r o m  se- 
c u r i n g  t he  p r i v a t e  w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e  o f  h i s  c h o i c e ,  w h e r e  s a i d  
disabled v e h i c l e  does n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a h a z a r d  or i m p e d i m e n t  t o  
t r a f f i c .  I . . . . . . . . .  .> ........... '+ . . . . . . . . .  8 .-. ..- .- '%A 

., , . ., 
--- 



' , , . -  ----=. r- ' @ 

' ORDINANCE/PAGE 2 

No person o t h e r  than  a n  a u t h o r i z e d  wrecker s e r v i c e  opera to r  
and h i s  agents,  s e r v a n t s ,  a n d  employees s h a l l  respond to a  Po l ice  
heavy-duty wrecker c a l l ,  p r o v l d e d  however, t h a t  i n  c a s e  o f  an 
emergency, the P o l i c e  Depar tment  o r  o t h e r  agency o f  t h e  C i t y  may 
a u t h o r i z e  o t h e r s  t o  r e n d e r  s p e c i f i c  s e r v i c e s  in  c o n n e c t i o n  with a  
s p e c i f i c  emergency. Such a u t h o r i z a t i o n  s h a l l  not e x t e n d  t o  o t h e r  
s i t u a t i o n s  o r  t imes .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  not  be i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  
p r o h i b i t  the  owner o f  a  d i s a b l e d  v e h i c l e  Erom u t i l i z l n g  a  heavy- 
d u t y  wrecker owned by and r e g i s t e r e d  t o  t h e  owner of t h e  d i sab led  
v e h i c l e ,  where s a i d  d i s a b l e d  v e h i c l e  doer  not  c o n s t i t u t e  a hazard 
o r  impediment to t r a f f i c .  

.,.. 
Sec.  20-2. OPERATOR'S RESPONSIBILITY. 

Each a u t h o r i z e d  wrecker s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  be respon- 
s i b l e  f o r  responding to c a l l s  w i t h i n  h i s  a r e a  oE o p e r a t i o n  a s  
d e f i n e d  herein.  O p e r a t o r s  s h a l l  have a v a i l a b l e  s u f f i c i e n t  
p e r s o n n e l  and equipment t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e  a t  a l l  t i m e s  and 
aha11  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s e c u r i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of o t h e r  wrecker 

Sec.  20-3. CONDUCT OF PERSONNEL. 

While the  a u t h o r i z e d  w r e c k e r  service is a  p r i v a t e  e n t e r -  
p r i s e ,  such s e r v i c e  is i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of a p u b l i c  f u n c t i o n  and 
a l l  personnel  so engaged s h a l l  conduc t  themselves i n  a  d i g n i -  
f i e d  and r e s p e c t a b l e  manner, s h a l l  be cour teous  to t h e  p u b l i c ,  
and s h a l l  follow d i r e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  a s  t o  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of v e h i c l e s  t o  be moved or towed t o  a  p l a c e  oE 

SeC, 20-4. PERMITS. 

Each wrecker s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r  o r  employee s h a l l  be approved 
by t h e  Chief o f  P o l i c e  and s h a l l  be o f  good moral c h a r a c t e r  and 
q u a l i f i e d  t o  perform t h e  s e r v i c e  r e q u i r e d .  To be e l i g i b l e  £or  
a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  o p e r a t o r s  m u s t  a t  a l l  t imes be c u r r e n t  i n  t h e i r  
o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  the  C i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  payment oE ad valorem and 
o t h e r  t axes .  

-~ . . . .- . ~ . 

S ~ C  2 0 - 5 .  LIABILITY AND FIDELITY. 

Each wrecker s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  ho ld  the  C i t y  harmless  
from l i a b i l i t y  f o r  a n y  a c t  o r  o ~ n i s s i o n  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
a p e r a t o r ,  h i s  a g e n t s ,  s e r v a n t s ,  or employees and s h a l l  p rov ide  

. . ..~ . : - .  

,. . .. 
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a p o l i c y  o f  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  w i t h  a minimum p o l i c y  cove rage  

.... 
of two-hundred f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  ($25G , 000 .00 )  d o l l a r s  per pe r son  or 
f i v e  h u n d r e d  thousand ($500 ,000 .00 )  d o l l a r s  p e r  i n c i d e n t  f o r  b o d i l y  '..'.'.'.- ..'"T: 
i n j u r y  a n d  one-hundred t housand  ($100 ,000 .00 )  d o l l a r s  f o r  damage 
to  p r o p e r t y .  

S e c .  20-6. REPORTS. 

D u r i n g  t h e  term o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r s  
s h a l l  f u r n i s h  such  r e p o r t ,  b o t h  o r a l  and  w r i t t e n ,  a s  may be 
r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  P o l i c e  Depa r tmen t .  

. . 
S e c .  20-7. AVAILABILITY OF SERVKCE. 

Each w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r  must  p r o v i d e  t w e n t y - f o u r  ( 2 4 )  
h o u r  s e r v i c e  and  be equ ipped  w i t h  n o t  less t h a n  t w o  ( 2 )  t e l e p h o n e  . 
l i n e s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e - s t o r a g e  a r e a .  A f t e r  r e g u l a r  b u s i n e s s  h o u r s  
e a c h  w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e  o p e r a L o r  s h a l l  f u r n i s h  one  (1)  t e l e p h o n e  
number. I t  s h a l l  h e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  e a c h  w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e  
o p e r a t o r  t o  r e c e i v e  h i s  c a l l s  e i t h e r  a t  t h i s  t e l e p h o n e  number or  
o v e r  t h e  p o l i c e  o r  g e n e r a l  government  r a d i o  c h a n n e l .  

S e c .  20-8. CITY RESPONSIHILlTY. 
3 

The C i t y  s h a l l  i n  no  e v e n t  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t owing  o r  
s t o r a g e  c h a r g e s  o r  c h a r g e s  f o r  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  p e r f o r m e d  pu r -  ... 
s u a n t  to  t h i s  Chapte r .  

6 u , 
Sec. 20-9. LIENS. .. ~- .- 

.> ..... .'. , , 
%cir 1 'I 

L i e n s  a r i s i n g  from towing  and  s t o r a g e  c h a r g e s  u n d e r  t h i s  
C h a p t e r  s h a l l  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  v e h i c l e ( s )  and  a c t u a l  a t t a c h m e n t s  
and  accessories bu t  s h a l l  no t  a t t a c h  t o  p e r s o n a l  e f f e c t s  
w i t h i n  t h e  v e h i c l e ( s 1 .  

S e c .  20-10. GROUNDS FOR REVOCATION OF AUTHORIZATION. 

F a i l u r e  to  comply w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h i s  Chap t e r  
by any  w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  g r o u n d s  f o r  
r e v o c a t i o n  o f  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  and may h e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  any  f u t u r e  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  

ARTICLE I 1  - STANDARD WRECKER SERVICE 
,..r ?!>; 
'*&<{ S e c .  20-11. DEFINI'PlON. 

S t a n d a r d  wrecker  . e r v i c e  s h a l l  b e  d e f i n e d  a s  t h a t  s e r v i c e  
r e q u i r i n g  wrecker equ iJment  o f  less c a p a b i l i t y  t h a n  Heavy Duty 
Wrecker S e r v i c e  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  A r t i c l e  111 o f  t h i s  C h a p t e r .  

. . . . . . . .  -. . 
~ ~~ - ~ - - ~ ~  ~~ ( e c .  2 - 1 2 .  DISTRICT,. 

F o r  t h e  purpose  o f  t h i s  A r t i c l e ,  t h e  C i t y  of  M e s q u i t e  is  
d i v i d e d  i n t o  two ( 2 )  d i s t r i c t s  a s  f o l l o w s :  . 
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(1) North Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - T h a t  a r e a  o f  t h e  C i t y  North 
o f  a  l i n e  beginning a t  t h e  West Ci ty  l i m i t s  and  t h e  S o u t h  bound-. . . . .  : .-". i-; 

?a- a r y  o f  t h e  North S e r v i c e  Road o f  U.S. Highway 8 0  and e x t e n d i n g  
a l o n g  s u c h  boundary t o  t h e  E a s t  Ci ty  l i m i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  por- 
t i o n  o f  any i n : L s w W .  . .  ..streets ~ w i . ~ h , i ? s . ~ c h . a r e a l  ..-___.;;......-..... . 

R 
'..-"--* ......,, -m&m 

( 2 )  South Mesquite Dis t r ic t  - T h a t  a r e a  o f  t h e  C i t y  Sou th  
of t h e  Sou th  boundary o f  t h e  North S e r v i c e  Road o f  U.S. Highway .. 
80 a s  i t  e x t e n d s  from t h e  West C i t y  l i m i t s  to t h e  E a s t  C i t y  
l i m i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  p o r t i o n  of  any i n t e r s e c t i n g  s t r e e t s  w i th -  
i n  s u c h  a r e a .  

Set. 20-13 RATES. 

S t a n d a r d  wrecker s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r s  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  C i t y  
to r e s p o n d  to Po l i ce  wrecker c a l l s  s h a l l  b e  a u t h o r i z e d  to  c h a r g e  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r a t e s  f o r  t h e  towing and s t o r a g e  of  motor v e h i c l e s .  
Any c h a r g e  n o t  h e r e i n  l i s t e d  s h a l l  b e  a  r e a s o n a b l e  c h a r g e  con- 
s i d e r i n g  t h e  time, e f f o r t ,  and equipment i n v o l v e d .  P r o v i d e d ,  
however,  t h a t  any f e e  i n  e x c e s s  of f i v e  ($5 .00 )  d o l l a r s  p e r  
v e h i c l e  p e r  day f o r  s t o r a g e  s h a l l  be deemed e x c e s s i v e  and is 
p r o h i b i t e d .  

SERVICE RATE - 
(1) S t a n d a r d  Pickup and 

A c c i d e n t  Tow $35.00 

( 2 )  Motorcycle  Pickup and Tow $40.00 

( 3 )  Moto rcyc le  Pickup and Tow 
( r e q u i r i n g  t r a i l e r )  $55.00 

r.r.i.r ( 4 )  A d d i t i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  
.. '. . 
,<.>. , 8 ,.' ... ( a )  U s e  d o l l i e s  $17.50 *<*,a 7"'.'1 ( b )  1 o p e r a t o r  and 1 wrecker  $20.00 p e r  h o u r  p r o - r a t e d  
. .~ . on 1 5  m i n u t e  i n c r e m e n t s  

( c )  Pickup o u t s i d e  c i t y  
(1) Within 1 m i l e  No add  i t i o n a  1 c h a r g e  
( 2 )  O v e r  1 m i l e  $1.00 p e r  m i l e ,  round t r i p  

--.-. ... ,,?< -:..-., ( 5 )  S t o r a g e  ( o u t s i d e )  $8.00 pe r  d a y  .,a 
m S t o r a g e  fee s h a l l  mean t h e  raLe cha rged  f o r  s t o r i n g  any R v e h i c l e  n o t  u s ing  more s p a c e  than  a p a s s e n g e r  a u t o m o b i l e  or  

l i g h t  t r u c k  would use.  1 

S t o r a g e  cha rges  s h a l l  begin  a t  1 2 : O O  m i d n i g h t  a f t e r  p i ckup .  
N o  s t o r a g e  cha rge  s h a l l  be imposed o n  t h e  d a t e  o f  p i c k u p .  A f t e r  
t h e  day of pickup,  any p o r t i o n  of  a  day s h a l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a 
c h a r g e a b l e  day .  I 



. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
A maximum o f  t w e l v e  ( 1 2 )  f r e e  tows and  s t o r a g e  c h a r g e s  per 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  

I 
d i s t r i c t  p e r  year s h a l l  be p r o v i d e d  where  e m e r g e n c i e s  e x i s t  as 
deemed n e c e s s a r y  by t h e  C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e .  

T h r e e  ( 3 )  d a y s  f r e e  s t o r a g e  f e e s  o n  s to len  v e h i c l e s  a s  
deemed  n e c e s s a r y  by t h e  C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e .  

Sec. 20-14. OPERATOR R E Q U I R E M E N T S .  

. . +  
S t a n d a r d  wrecker s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r s  s h a l l  meet t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

minimum r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of 
A r t i c l e  I o f  t h i s  C h a p t e r ,  a n d  s u c h  o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  as  may be  . . T 

n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  e n d  t h a t  p r o m p t ,  e f f i c i e n t  s e r v i c e  may b e  
r e n d e r e d  : 

(1)  Minimum o u t s i d e  s t o r a g e  - A minimum o u t s i d e  s t o r a g e  
a r e a  o f  n o t  less t h a n  1 6 , 5 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  d e s i g n e d  to accommodate 
a minimum of 85  a u t o m o b i l e s  a n d / o r  l i g h t  t r u c k s .  Area ~ u r f a C . 5  
s h a l l  b e  of a l l - w e a t h e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  impounded v e h i c l e  S t o r a g e  
o n l y .  

( 2 )  F e n c i n g  - A p e r i m e t e r  Eence oE at l e a s t  s i x  ( 6 )  f e e t  
i n  h e i g h t  p r o v i d i n g  s o l i d  s c r e e n i n g  p l u s  t h r e e  ( 3 )  s t r a n d s  o f  t 

s a f e t y  ( b a r b e d )  w i r e  a b o v e  t h e  s o l i d  s c r e e n i n g  p o r t i o n  o f  c h a i n -  
l i n k  or b e t t e r  s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d .  

I 
( 3 )  C u s t o m e r  P a r k i n g  - A minimum o f  f i v e  (5) v e h i c u l a r  . a $  

p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  s h a l l  be p r o v i d e d  f o r  u s e  by c u s t o m e r s  o f  t h e  
o p e r a t o r .  . ,. - 

( 4 )  S e c u r i t y  S t o r a g e  - S p a c e  f o r  a  minimum of t w o  ( 2 )  
v e h i c l e s  s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  i n s i d e  a b u i l d i n g  w i t h  s u i t a b l e  
s e c u r i t y  Eor p o l i c e  s t o r a g e .  

(5) L o c a t i o n  o f  O f f i c e / S t o r a g e  Area - The s t o r a g e  a r e a  
a n d  o f f i c e  s h a l l  be  c o n t i g u o u s  and  s h a l l  b e  open  d u r i n g  r e g u l a r  
b u s i n e s s  h o u r s .  

( 6 )  S e c u r i t y  - Each  s t o r a g e  a r e a  s h a l l  be  l i g h t e d  by n o t  
less  t h a n  t w o  ( 2 )  m e r c u r y  v a p o r  l i g h t s  and  s h a l l  be g u a r d e d  by 
a watchman or  a  t r a i n e d  s e c u r i t y  g u a r d  d o g ,  and  s h a l l  be  g u a r d e d  
a t  a l l  t i m e s .  

( 7 )  F a c i l i t i e s  - S t o r a g e / o f f i c e  f a c i l i t i e s  m u s t  b e  p h y s i -  
c a l l y  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  oE M e s q u i t e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  District  
t o  be s e r v e d ,  except  w h e r e  r e q u i r e d  to s e r v e  i n  a n o t h e r  District  
d u r i n g  a n  e m e r g e n c y .  

( 8 )  Equ ipmen t  - hach  s t a n d a r d  wrecker s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r  
f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  n o t  Less t h a n  two ( 2 )  w r e c k e r  u n i t s  w i t h  . 

1 
d r i v e r s .  A t  l e a s t  o n e  ( 1 )  u n i t  s h a l l  be e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a p p r o v e d  
two-way r a d i o  c a p a b l e  o f  o p e r a t i o n  on f r e q u e n c i e s  d e s i g n a t e d  by  
t h e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  and a p p r o v e d  emergency  l i c ~ h t i n g .  Each 
w r e c k e r  u n i t  s h a l l  c a r r y  a  push  broom and  a f t e r  e a c h  a c c i d e n t  

'C14 a t  wh ich  a p i c k u p  is made,  t h e  wrecker p e r s o n n e l  s h a l l  t h o r -  
@ $  
.".,," o u g h l y  sweep a n d  r emove  a l l  g l a s s ,  wreckage ,  de .b r i s ,  v e h i c l e  

p a r t s  and v e h i c l e  c o n t e n t s  from t h e  s c e n e  o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  

-g E a c h  w r e c k e r  d r i v e r  s h a l l  k e e p  a r e c e i p t  book app roved  by t h e  
. ? ! .  ., 

. . . . . . . . .  



P o l i c e  Department. P 
...... ............ 

( 9 )  Experience - Wrecker  s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r s  s h a l l  show 
e v i d e n c e  oE e x p e r i e n c e ,  a b i l i t y  , a n d  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  o p e r a t i o n  
to  t h e  end t h a t  thev s h a l l  b e  a b l e  to ~ l l o v i d e  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  

1 - 
- -  ~ ~~ ~ 

. u n i n t e r r u p t e d  s e r v i c e .  

( 1 0 )  Vehicles  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  p u b l i c  a u c t i o n  s h a l l  be  d e s i g n a t e d  
by conspicuous  marking.  T h e  v e h i c l e s  s h a l l  a lso  be a c c e s s i b l e  t o  
p o t e n t i a l  b idder  a t  l e a s t  o n e  (1) h o u r  b e f o r e  t h e  s a l e .  

S e c .  20-15. DISCRE'rION OF POLICE IXPARTMENT. 

B Due t o  t h e  emergency n a t u r e  o f  w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e ,  cer ta in  
matters  a r e  de te rmined  to  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  

'& of t h e  P o l i c e  Department.  
"pV% us?@, (1)  Type o r  c l a s s  oC w r e c k e r  needed - The P o l i c e  D e p a r t -  

8 ment s h a l l  have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c a l l i n g  t h e  t y p e  
( S t a n d a r d  o r  Heavy Duty)  wrecker deemed s u i t a b l e  f o r  a n y  p a r t i -  

d c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e .  ;"i 
( 2 )  Location o f  d i s a b l e d  v e h i c l e  - The D i s t r i c t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  

,.>.<.*. /I:,~. are f o r  t h e  conven ience  o f  t h e  C i t y  and t o  p r e v e n t  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  
.'%%;I e f f o r t .  When s t a n d a r d  w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e  is n e e d e d ,  t h e  P o l i c e  

Department s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  i n  which  d i s t r i c t  t h e  d i s a b l e d  v e h i c l e  
is l o c a t e d  and n o t i f y  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  s t a n d a r d  w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e  
o p e r a t o r .  I n  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  
a p p l i c a b l e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  by t h e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  
s h a l l  c o n t r o l .  %a>:! 

: ., 
( 3 )  Response t i m e  - The  P o l i c e  Depar tment  s h a l l  have  d i s -  

.,.*m c r e t i o n  to de te rmine  a r e a s o n a b l e  r e s p o n s e  t ime  based upon t h e  
c i r c u m s t a ~ c e s  such a s  t r a f E i c  c o n g e s t i o n  o r  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  
i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  may a f f e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y .  Upon 
f a i l u r e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  o p e r a t o r  c a l l e d  to so respond ,  t h e  

! 
P o l i c e  Department may c a l l  a n o t h e r  w r e c k e r  o p e r a t o r .  A r e s p o n s e  
time o f  t h i r t y  ( 3 0 )  m i n u t e s  may b e  used  a s  a g u i d e  f o r  r e a s o n a b l e -  
n e s s  b u t  may vary d e p e n d i n g  upon c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

Set. 20-16. AUTHORIZED OPERATORS DESIGNATED. 
1 

S u b j e c t  t o  compl iance  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h i s  C h a p t e r ,  
t h e  fo l lowing  S t a n d a r d  Wrecker  S e r v i c e  O p e r a t o r s  a r e  h e r e b y  
d e s i g n a t e d  and a u t h o r i z e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  P o l i c e  w r e c k e r  c a l l s  f o r  

w 
s t a n d a r d  wrecker s e r v i c e  w i t h i n  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

I (1) South Mesqui te  District  - S k i p  Wisdom 
from January  1, 1987, .  throuqh-~Dec~.m.Q.er-3&~..1987. 

( 2 )  North Mesqui te  Dis t r ic t  - Jack Hester, d .b .a . ,  J a c k  
Hester's Wrecker S e r v i c e ,  f rom J a n u a r y  1, 1987,  t h r o u g h  December 
31, 1987. 



. . .  

T h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h i s  d e s i g n a t i o n  s h a l l  be f o r  one y e a r :  p r o v i d e d  
t h a t  t h e  C i t y  Manager,  w i t h  t h e  recommendat ion o f  t h e  C h i e f  o f  
P o l i c e ,  may e x t e n d  t h . i s  d e s i g n a t i o n  f o r  one a d d i t i o n a l  year w i t h o u t  - I  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  o f  t h e ' C i t y  C o u n c i l .  Wr i t t en  n o t i c e  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  a t o  t h e  d e s i g n e e s  a s  to  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e y  have b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  
t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  y e a r .  

. . 

~3 ARTICLE I11 - HEAVY DUTY WRECKER SERVICE 

. . . . . . . .  

Sec. 20-17. DEPINlTION. 

Heavy D u t y  Wrecker  S e r v i c e  s h a l l  be  d e f i n e d  a s  t h a t  s e r v i c e  
r e q u i r i n g  w r e c k e r  e q u i p m e n t  w i t h  a  t andem a x l e  w i t h  a minimum 
G r o s s  V e h i c l e  Weigh t  o f  38,000 p o u n d s  and  a  minimum boom r a t i n g  
o f  2 5  t o n s .  

Sec. 20-18. RATES. 

Heavy D u t y  Wrecker S e r v i c e  O p e r a t o r s  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h o  
C i t y  to r e s p o n d  t o  P o l i c e  w r e c k e r  c a l l s  s h a l l  b e  a u t h o r i z e d  
t o  c h a r g e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r a t e s  f o r  t h e  towing and s t o r a g e  o f  
v e h f c l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t r a i l e r s  and  a c c e s s o r i e s .  Any c h a r g e  n o t  
h e r e i n  L i s t e d  s h a l l  be a r e a s o n a b l e  c h a r g e  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
t i m e ,  e f f o r t ,  and e q u i p m e n t  i n c l u d e d .  

SERVICE - RATE 

(1 )  S t a n d a r d  or A c c i d e n t  $72.00 p e r  h o u r  ( $ 9 0 . 0 0  m i n . )  
P i c k u p  a n d  Tow f o r  one ( 1 )  h e a v y  d u t y  w r e c k e r  

and  d r i v e r  

C h a r g e a b l e  time s h a l l  b e g i n  upon  w r e c k e r  movement f r o m  i ts  
b a s e  f a c i l i t y  or o t h e r  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n  w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  a n d  s h a l l  
t e r m i n a t e  upon  a r r i v a l  a t  i t s  b a s e  f a c i l i t y  upon c o m p l e k i o n  o f  
t h e  w r e c k e r  ca l l .  The  minimum c h a r g e  s h a l l  be  $ 9 0 . 0 0 .  Time a f t e r  

.". : .. t h e  f i r s t  o n e  and o n e - q u a r t e r  h o u r s  s h a l l  be p r o r a t e d  i n  f i E t e e n  
( 1 5 )  m i n u t e  i n c r e m e n t s .  -4 ( 2 )  o t h e r  L a b o r  

( 3 )  S p e c i a l  Equipment  C h a r g e s  
( U s e  o f  c r a n e s ,  a i r  b a g s ,  
e t c .  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l i f e  or  
o t h e r w i s e  m a n i p u l a t e  d i s -  

. . ab1ed.hm.yy e y u i g q e n t .  

( 4 )  S t o r a g e  ( o u t s i d e )  

( a )  T r u c k - t r a c t o r s  
(b) S e m i - t r a i l e r  or t r a i l e r  6 c D u a l  tandem c a b  and  

c h a s s i s  ( b o b - t a i l )  

$20.00 p e r  h o u r  p r o - r a t e d  i n  
15 minute  i n c r e m e n t s  

U s u a l  and C u s t o m a r y  rates 
c h a r g e d  f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  
D a l l a s  M e t r o p o l i t a n  a rea  

$8.00 p e r  d a y  
$8.00 p e r  d a y  

t r u c k s  $8.00 p e r  p a y  ......... - 



S t o r a g e  c h a r g e s  s h a l l  b e g i n  a t  12:OO m i d n i g h t  a f t e r  p i c k u p .  
No s t o r a g e  c h a r g e  s h a l l  b e  imposed on t h e  d a t e  of p i c k u p .  A f t e r  

. , . . , ., . . . , . . t h e  d a y  o f  p i c k u p ,  any p o r t i o n  o f  a  d a y  s h a l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  a 
, . . ~ 

c h a r g e a b l e  d a y .  

3 O n e  ( 1 )  f r e e  tow a n d  s t o r a g e  Eee p e r  y e a r  s h a l l  be  p r o v i d e d  
w h e r e  e m e r g e n c i e s  e x i s t  a s  deemed n e c e s s a r y  by t h e  C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e .  

T h r e e  ( 3 )  d a y s  f r e e  s t o r a g e  Fees o n  s t o l e n  v e h i c l e s  a s  deemed 
n e c e s s a r y  b y  t h e  C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e .  

Sec. 20-19.  OPERATOR REOULREMENTS. 

Heavy Duty Wrecker  S e r v i c e  O p e r a t o r s  s h a l l  meet t h e  Eo l low-  
i n g  minimum r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
o f  A r t i c l e  I o f  t h i s  C h a p t e r ,  and s u c h  o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a s  may 
b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  end t h a t  prompt ,  e f f i c i e n t  s e r v i c e  may be 
r e n d e r e d .  

( 1 )  Minimum o u t s i d e  s t o r a g e  - A minimum o u t s i d e  s t o r a g e  
area d e s i g n e d  t o  accommodate n o t  l e s s  t h a n  t h r e e  ( 3 )  t ractor /  
t r a i l e r  u n i t s  s h a l l  be  p r o v i d e d .  Area s u r f a c e  s h a l l  be  of 
a l l - w e a t h e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  impounded v e h i c l e  s t o r a g e  o n l y .  

( 2 )  F e n c i n g  - A p e r i m e t e r  f e n c e  o f  a t  l e a s t  s i x  (6) f e e t  
i n  h e i g h t  p r o v i d i n g  s o l i d  screen:.ng, p l u s  t h r e e  ( 3 )  s t r a n d s  o f  
s a E e t y  ( b a r b e d )  wire a b o v e  t h e  s o l i d  s c r e e n i n g  p o r t i o n  o f  c h a i n -  
l i n k  or b e t t e r  s h a l l  be  r e q u i r e d .  

( 3 )  C u s t o m e r  p a r k i n g  - A minimum o f  t h r e e  ( 3 )  v e h i c u l a r  
p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  s h a l l  be  p r o v i d e d  f o r  u s e  by c u s t o m e r s  o f  t h e  
o p e r a t o r .  

( 4 )  S e c u r i t y  - S t o r a g e  areas s h a l l  b e  l i g h t e d  by n o t  
less t h a n  t w o  ( 2 )  mercury  vapor  l i g h t s  a n d  s h a l l  be  g u a r d e d  
b y  a watchman or  a t r a i n e d  s e c u r i t y  g u a r d  dog and s h a l l  be  
g u a r d e d  a t  a l l  times. 

(5) L o c a t i o n  o f  o E f i c e / s t o r a g e  a r e a  - S t o r a g e / o f f i c e  1 
f a c i l i t i e s  m u s t  b e  p h y s i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  
M e s q u i t e  a n d  s h a l l  be  o p e n  d u r i n g  r e g u l a r  b u s i n e s s  h o u r s .  

( 6 )  E q u i p m e n t  - Each Heavy Duty Wrecker  S e r v i c e  O p e r a t o r  
s h a l l  p r o v i d e  a t  leas t  o n e  (1)  Heavy Duty Wrecker u n i t  a s  d e -  
f i n e d  h e r e i n .  A t  l e a s t  o n e  ( 1 )  u n i t  s h a l l  b e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  
a p p r o v e d  two-way r a d i o  equipment  c a p a b l e  o f  o p e r a t i o n  on f r e -  

q u e n c i e s  d e s i g n a t e d  by , t h e  P o l i c e  Depar tment ,  and s h a l l  b e  .~~ ~. ~ .-- 
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a p p r o v e d  emergency 1 i g h t s .  Each u n i t  s h a l l  
c a r r y  a  push-broom and a f t e r  e a c h  a c c i d e n t  a t  which a p i c k u p  
is made, t h e  wrecker p e r s o n n e l  s h a l l  t h o r o u g h l y  sweep and 
remove a l l  g l a s s  and o t h e r  d e b r i s  from t h e  s t r e e t s .  Each 
w r e c k e r  d r i v e r  s h a l l  k e e p  a  r e c e i p t  book approved  by t h e  
P o l i s e  D e p a r t m e n t .  

I e 



.. . ( 7 )  , E x p e r i e n c e  - A u t h o r i z e d  Heavy D u t y  W r e c k e r  S e r v i c e  .. .... .~~ . .. 

3 p e r a t o r s  s h a l l  have a m i n i m u m  o f  o n e  ( 1 )  y e a r ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of Heavy Duty Wrecker  E q u i p m e n t  a s  d e f i n e d  
h e r e i n .  Each Heavy Duty Wrecker  D r i v e r  s h a l l  h a v e  a minimum 
o f  o n e  (1)  y e a r  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  oE Medium o r  
Heavy Du ty  w r e c k e r  equ ipmen t .  

S e C .  20-20.  DISCRETION OF POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Due t o  t h e  emergency n a t u r e  o f  wrecke r  s e r v i c e ,  c e r t a i n  
m a t t e r s  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  n e c e s s a r i l y  be w i t h i n  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  
o f  t h e  P o l i c e  Depar tment :  

(1)  Type or c lass  o f  w r e c k e r  needed - T h e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t -  
ment  s h a l l  have  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c a l l i n g  t h e  t y p e  
( S t a n d a r d  or Heavy Du ty )  w r e c k e r  deemed s u i t a b l e  f o r  any  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e .  

( 2 )  Response  Time - The P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  h a v e  d i s -  
c r e t i o n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  a r e a s o n a b l e  r e s p o n s e  t i m e  b a s e d  upon t h e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s u c h  as t r a f f i c  c o n g a s t i o n  or o t h e r  f a c t o r s  i n -  
v o l v e d  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  may a f f e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  
s a f e t y .  Upon f a i l u r e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  o p e r a t o r  c a l l e d  to  
r e s p o n d ,  t h e  P o l i c e  Depar tment  may c a l l  a n o t h e r  wrecker s e r v i c e  
o p e r a t o r .  A r e s p o n s e  t i m e  o f  o n e  (1)  h o u r  may b e  u s e d  a s  a 

I 
g u i d e  f o r  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s ,  b u t  may v a r y  d e p e n d i n g  upon  c i r c u m -  
s t a n c e s .  

Sec. 20-21 AUTHORIZED OPERATOR DESIGNATED- 

S u b j e c t  t o  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h i s  C h a p t e r ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Heavy Duty Wrecker S e r v i c e  O p e r a t o r  is h e r e b y  d e s i g -  
n a t e d  a n d  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  P o l i c e  w r e c k e r  c a l l s  f o r  heavy  
d u t y  w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  M e s q u i t e :  

J a c k  Hes t e r ,  d . b . a . ,  J a c k  Hester's W r e c k e r  S e r v i c e ,  f r om Janu-  
a r y  1, 1987  t h r o u g h  December 31 ,  1987.  

SECTION 2.  Shou ld  any  word ,  p h r a s e ,  s e n t e n c e ,  p a r a g r a p h ,  
or s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  O r d i n a n c e  be  h e l d  t o  b e  i n v a l i d  or u n c o n s t i -  
t u t i o n a l ,  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  a f f e c t e d  b e c a u s e  
of s u c h  i n v a l i d i t y  o r  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l . i t y .  

SECTION 3 .  Any p e r s o n ,  f i r m ,  or c o r p o r a t i o n  v i o l a t i n g  any  o f  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  h e  deemed to  be g u i l t y  o f  a  
m i s d e m e a n o r ,  and  upon c o n v i c t i o n  i n  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t ,  s h a l l  
b e  s u b j e c t  t o  a f i n e  no,t t o  e x c e e d  two h u n d r e d  ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  d o l l a r s  
f o r  e a c h  o f f e n s e .  

SECTION 4 .  A l l  o r d i n a n c e s  or  p r o v i s i o n s  t h e r e o f  i n  con- 
E l i c t  w i t h  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  a r e  r e p e a l e d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  s u c h  
c o n f l i c t .  

SECTION 5. The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Code oE t h e  C i t y  o f  M e s q u i t e  
is i n a d e q u a t e  t o  aEfcmrd  wrecke r  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  , , n ece s sa ry  pro- 
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t e c t i o n  of  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  C i t y  c r e a t e s  an  urgency and a n  
emergency f o r  t h e  p r e se rva t i on  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  and 
' w e l f a r e  o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s  and r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  o rd inance  s h a l l  
t a k e  e f f e c t  immediately from and a f t e r  i ts  p a s s a g e  and t h e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  cap t i on  of s a i d  o r d i n a n c e ,  a s  t h e  law i n  such 
cases p r o v i d e s .  ... 

1 
DULY PASSED by  t h e  Ci ty  Counc i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite, 

Texas ,  on  t h e  1 5 t h  day of December, A.D., 1906. 

Mayor 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

t o n  P r u g e l  fl El land  Archer  
C i t y  s e c r e t a r y  C i t y  A t t o r n e y  
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