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ORDINANCE NO. 2360  . . . , . .. . . . . . .____: ____. 

. .. . . :. .;-.-#..<*-~&~,d 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, ESTAB- 
LISHING THE MESQUITE HISTORICAL COMMISSION AND 
PROVIDING FOR THE PURPOSES AND OBJECTIVES OF SUCH COM- 
MISSION; PROVIDING FOR TllE SCOPE OF DUTIES OF SUCH 
COMMISSION: PIiOVJ I ) ]  NG I W I <  'PIII.: AI'I'OI NTMNN'P OF SEVEN ( 7 )  
HEGULAR MEMBERS A N D  TWO ( 2 )  ALTERNATES; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  o f  M e s q u i t e  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
p r o t e c t i n g  and p r e s e r v i n g  i t s  h e r i t a g e  and p l a c e s  of h i s t o r i c a l  .-... 
and c u l t u r a l  i m p o r t a n c e ;  a n d  . . 

WHEREAS, w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  MEsquite t h e r e  a r e  a r e a s ,  p l a c e s ,  
b u i l d i n g s ,  s t r u c t u r e s ,  w o r k s  of a r t ,  and  o t h e r  o b j e c t s  h a v i n g  
s i g n i f i c a n t  h i s t o r i c a l ,  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  or c u l t t r r a l  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  
v a l u e  which r e f l e c t  t h e  h e r i t a g e  of t h e  C i t y :  a n d  

WHEREAS, it is d e s i r a b l e  to p r e s e r v e  t h e s e  r e m i n d e r s  of 
M e s q u i t e ' s  c u l t u r e  a n d  h e r i t a g e  f o r  t h e  e n l i g h t m e n t  of i ts  
c i t i z e n s ;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MESQUITE, 'I'EXAS: 

. .. 

S e c t i o n  1. C r e a t i o n  and  C o m p o s i t i o n .  

T h e r e  i s  h e r e b y  c r e a t e d  and e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c i t i z e n ' s  g r o u p  t o  
b e  known a s  t h e  M e s q u i t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Commission which  s h a l l  con-  
sist o f  s e v e n  ( 7 )  r e g u l a r  memhers and  two ( 2 )  a l t e r n a t e s  t o  b e  
a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  a t  l a r g e  f o r  a t e r m  of two y e a r s  
e x c e p t  upon i n i t i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t  t h e  t e r m  of f o u r  ( 4 )  members 
s h a l l  be  f o r  o n e  y e a r  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  s t a g g e r e d  terms. 

O f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Commission t o  b e  e l e c t e d  a n n u a l l y  by t h e  
v o t i n g  membership s h a l l  i n c l u d e  a  Chairman,  a  V i c e  Chairman a n d  
a  S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r .  

! 

Terms o f  a p p o i n t m e n t  s h a l l  b e  e f f e c t i v e  f rom t h e  d a t e  a p p o i n t -  i 

ment i~ made by t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  and  f o r  t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  a p p o i n t e d  
term and  u n t i l  a s u c c e s s o r  h a s  b e e n  q u a l i f i e d .  Commission v a c a n c i e s  
s h a l l  be  f i l l e d  i n  t h e  same manner  a n d  f o r  t h e  same p u r p o s e  a s  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  a p p o i n t m e n t  and  s h a l l  b e  f o r  t h e  u n e x p i r e d  p o r t i o n  
of t h e  term. 
-. .. . . ~ . .. . A m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  v o t i n g  membersh ip  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a -- 
quorum f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t r a n s a c t i n g  b u s i n e s s .  Should a n  a c t i v e  
member be  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  a  r e g u l a r  o r  s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g ,  a n  a l t e r -  
n a t e  shil l  1  s e r v e  i n  a n  a c t i v e  m e m b e r ' s  p l a c e  f o r  t h a t  m e e t i n g .  
A l t e r n a t e  members s h a l l  n o t  v o t e  u n l c s s  s a i d  member is i n  t h e  
p l a c e  o f  a n  a c t i v e  member.  



T h e  t e r m  of a n y  member,  i n c l u d i n g  a l t e r n a t e  members, - who h a s  n o t  a t t e n d e d  more t h a n  e i g h t y  (80) p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  m e e t i n g s ,  w i t h o u t  p r i o r  a p p r o v a l  o f :  
t h e  C h a i r m a n  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a t t e n d ,  i n  any 

. . s i x  (6) m o n t h  p e r i o d  s h a l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  e x p i r e .  - :Wri t ten  ,I .... " 
n o t i c e  o f  t h e  v a c a n c y  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  C i t y  Counc i l  by 
t h e  S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  Counci l  may make 
a n o t h e r  a p p o i n t m e n t .  

< ~.... 

Members s h a l l  s e r v e  w i t h o u t  a n y  f i n a n c i a l  r e m u n e r a t i o n  or 
. . . . . . . .  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  -- 

T h e  Commission s h a l l  meet a t  l e a s t  e v e r y  t h r e e  months,  
o r  more o f t e n  a s  may b e  d e s i r e d ,  upon t h e  c a l l  of  t h e  Chairman 
a t  s u c h  t i m e  and  p l a c e  as  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r  
c o n d u c t  o f  b u s i n e s s .  T h e  time a n d  p l a c e  o f  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s  
s h a l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  mcmbnrsh ip .  

S e c t i o n  2 .  P u r p o s e  a n d  O b j e c t i v e s .  

T h e  p u r p o s e  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  commission s h a l l  b e  
t o  p r e s e r v e  a n d  a c c u m u l a t e  l o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  s i tes ,  
a r t i f a c t s ,  g e n e a l o g y  d a t a  a n d  a n y  items p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a l l  
p e r i o d s  of t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r i c - p a s t ;  t o  s u p p o r t  e d u c a t i o n a l  
and c i v i c  e n t e r p r i s e s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  h i s t o r y  a n d  c u l t u r a l  
h e r i t a g e ;  t o  s e e k  o u t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  i n t e r e s t  and  e f f o r t s  of 
i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n s ;  and t o  d e t e r m i n e  means and ways f o r  
t o t a l  communi ty  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  accomplishment  o f  Fhese  
p u r p o s e s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s .  

u :  
T o  a c c o m p l i s h  s u c h  p u r p o s e  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s ,  t h e  Commission . .,-. -, s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  commi t tees  whose member- 

s h i p  a n d  c h a i r m e n  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  Chairman 
w i t h  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  Commiss ion ;  t o  u n d e r t a k e  p rograms  t o  
a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  s t a t e d  h e r e i n ;  and to s e e k  a s s i s t a n c e  
a s  may b e  n e e d e d  i n  t h e  u n d e r t a k i n g  o f  s u c h  programs of h i s t o r i c  
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  ; p r o v i d e d ,  howcver, t h a t  t h e  
Commission s h a l l  n o t  i n c u r  a n y  l i a b i l i t y  o r  expense  on b e h a l f  
o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  M e s q u i t e  w i t h o u t  p r i o r  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l .  T h e  Commission may u n d c r t a k c  f u n d  r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m c n t  o f  i t s  purpose  and  o b j e c t i v e s ,  

;-'I p r o v i d e d  a l l  n c t  a s s c t s  o f  t h e  Commission are i r r e v o c a b l y  .... 
.44&$1 p l e d g e d  a t  a l l  times d u r i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  Commission 
mg t o  h i s t o r i c a l  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a s  t h e  Commission inay d e t e r m i n e .  
-*4 

S e c t i o n  3, S c o p e  a n d  D u t i e s .  

.. T h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  Commiss j .on ' s  undertaking s h a l l  be c i t y - w i d e  
and  s h a l l  e n c o m p a s s ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h e  p l a n n i n g  o f  
a c t i v i t i e s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a n d  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  C i t y ' s  C e n t e n n i a l ,  
e d u c a t i n g  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  M e s q u i t e  o n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
C i t y ,  s o l i c i t i n g  d o n a t i o n s  t o  p r o v i d e  l o r  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  
o f  h i s t . o r i c  l a n d m a r k s ,  t h e  i d e n t i l i c a t i o n  of p l a c e s  and areas 1 .  
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. . . .  .: 

of historical significance to the City, and the developmen%. . , ..-; ..;:",;:,& 
of a long-range plan for the preservation and promotion of 
Mesquite's history and cultural heritage. 

. . . .  ..,,., 
. . . . . . .  ........-..-..- . ... section 4. Severability. 

should any paragraph, sentence, subdivision, clause, .,+ 

phrase or section of this Ordinance be adjudged or held to 
be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, the same shall 
not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole or any . .  ...,- 
part of the provisions hereof other than the part so decided 
to be to be invalid, illegal or unconstitutional. 

Section 5. Declaring an Emergency. L.i. 
.~ 

The fact that the present ordinances of the City of 
Mesquite fail to adequately provide for the preservation 
of historic and cultural landmarks within the City creates 
an urgency and an emergency and requires that this ordinance 
shall take effect immediately from and after its passage 
and publication as the law and Charter in such cases provides. 

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the 
City of Mesquite, Texas, on the 17th day of Ncvember, A.D., 
1986. -,L.z,77 

ATTEST : Mayor 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Flland Archer 
City Attorney - 




