
, .u ( . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  ? 1 

? 69 ~ ,., * 
., .: r:3&!#4@ 

.. ::.- ... >%it 

. . . . . . .  . .  ........ .-i--.Fi- "- .-,, 

ORDINANCE NO. 2 3 2 2  
. . . . . . .  . . .  .; . - .,3 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 4 ,  ARTICLES 1, II AND I11 OF THE CODE OF THE 
CITY OF MESQUITE; PROVIDING DEPINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
THE SUPERVISION, ACTIVITIES AND ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING 
FOR THE REGULATION OF KEEPING DOGS AND CATS I N  GENERAL; 
PROVIDING FOR ANIMALS SUBJECT TO IMPOUNDMENT; PROVIDING 
FOR QUARANTINE, VACCINATION UEQUIRED, RABIES CONTROL AND 
PROCEDURE, AND QUARANTLNE FEE; PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION 
AND REGISTRATION; PROVIDING FOR REGULATION OF VICIOUS 
ANIMALS; PROVIDING FOR MISCBLLANEOUS AND GENERAL 
PROVISIONS; PROVLDING A SAVING CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR 
A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED ($200.00) FOR MACH OFFENSE; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND DECLAKING 
AN EMKRGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the C i t y  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  M e s q u i t e  h a s  f ound  it 
n e c e s s a r y  t o  rhe h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  s o d  p u b l i c  w e l f a t e  o f  t h e  i ~ h a b i c a a t s  of s h e  
C i t y  no r e g u l a t e  t h e  k e e p i n g  of a n i m a l s  w i c h i n  Dhe C i ty ;  and, 

WHERKAS, t h e  e x i s t l i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  the Code of t h e  C i t y  of M e s q u i t e  d o  
not s d e q u a u e l y  p r o v i d e  s u c h  r e g u l a t i o n ;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. T h a t  C h a p t e r  4. A r t i c l e  I ,  A r e i c l e  I1 a n d  A r t i c l e  111 
(An ima l s  a d  Fowl )  b e  ard is h e r e b y  amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s ,  ia  a l l  o t h e r  
r e e p e c u e ,  s a i d  C h a p t e r  t o  r e m a i n  i a  f u l l  f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t :  

ANIMALS, FOUL AND BJWTILBS 

ARTICLE I. I N  GKUElUL 

SKC. 4.1. PUBPOSE. 
- 

T h i s  c h a p t e r  s h a l l  b e  l i b e r a l l y  construed and a p p l L e d  c o  p r o a o a e  
its u a d e r l y i a g  p u r p o s e  o f  p r o r e c r i a g  and p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  
s a f e t y ,  s o d  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  community.  
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SEC. 4-2. DEFINITIONS. 

For t h e  purpose of  t h l s  chapter: 

(a)  'tANIMAL" means any I l v l n g  creature, I ncludlng, bu t  no t  ., . 

I l m l t s d  t o  dogs, ca ts ,  cows, horses, b l rds,  mammals, r e p t l  les, Insects,  fowl  . - 

and I l ves tock ,  b u t  s p e c l f l c a l l y  excluding human belngs. 

(b)  "ABANDON" means t o  leave unattended f o r  more than 72 hours. 

( c )  "ADULT CAT" means any ca t  over t he  age of s l x  (6) months. 

( d )  "ADULT DOG" means any dog over t he  age of s l x  (6) months. 

(e) "ANIMAL CONTROL'' means the  anlmal contro l  d l v l s l o n  of t h e  

( t )  "ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER" means any person designated by *he 
Anlmal Cont ro l  Supervisor t o  enforce the provls lons of  t h l s  chapter. 

. ., 

l g )  "ANIMAL NUISANCE" means t h e  keeping o f  any animal I n  such a 
manner as t o  endanger t h e  p u b l l c  health; t o  annoy neighbors by t h e  
accumulation o f  animal wastes whlch cause foul and of fensive odors, o r  I s  a 
hazard t o  any o t h e r  anlmal o r  human being; or by the  continued presence On 
t h e  premises o f  another. 

I: . . 

( h )  "CRUELTY" means t o  i n t  l l c t  paln or  su t fe r l ng  and Inc ludes any I 

a c t  o f  neg lec t  or abandonment. 

( I ) "ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICIAL" means the admln l s t ra t l  ve 
o f f i c e r  deslgnated by t h e  c l t y  manager t o  d l r e c t  t h e  a c t l v l t i e s  of t h e  
O l v l s l o n  of Envi ronmental  Hea l th  and the D lv i s l on  of  Anlmzl Contro l .  

( j )  ESTRAY ACT" means the Sta te  requirement r e l a t i n g  t o  I Ives tock  
c o n t r o l .  A l  1 l i vestock sha l  1 be re ter red  t o  t he  County Sherl f t ' s  Department 
f o r  1 mpoundment. 

i 

k "FOWL" means a1 I o t  tt,ose b l rds  cornonly c a l l e d  p o u l t r y ,  bu t  
ne t  l lm l ted  t o  chickens, ducks, geese, guinea fowl, turkeys, plgeons and a1 1 
t h e  relatives o f  those b l r d s  whlch can be kept In  pens, coops, cages O r  

enclosures o f  any k ind .  ....... x-~. ........ 7~ - 

. . . . . . . .  

. . . .  
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I ( I ) "HEALTH COMMITTEE" means t h e  f I va-member board estab l l shed by 
Ordinance No. 668 and appolnted by t h e  C i t y  Councll. For the purpose Of 
t h l s  chapter the Board w l l l  hear appeals and may sustaln, modlty o r  rescind 
eny o f f l c l a l  not ice  or order considered I n  a hear ing process. 

(m) "HUMANELY DESTROY" means t o  cause t h e  death o f  an animal by a 
method whlch: 

( 1 )  Rapid ly  produces unconsciousness and death without 
v i s i b l e  evldence o f  pa in  o r  d is t ress ;  or ,  

( 2 )  U t i  l i r e s  anesthesia produced by an agent whlch causes 
pa ln less  loss of consciousness w l t h  death fo l lowlng such loss of 
consciousness. t 

(n)  "HUMANE TRAP" means a box cage f o r  ca tch lng animals i n  a 
humane manner. 

(0) "IMPOUND11 means t o  se ize and hold I n  t h e  custody o f  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  ot anlmal con t ro l .  

(p) WEPT WITHIN THE CITY" means harboring o r  owning o f  anlmals; 
t h e y  belng permanently located o r  I I v i n g  a t  any loca t ion  w i t h i n  the  C i t y  
regard less  of where s i tuated.  

(q) "OBSERVATION PERIOD" means the ten  (10) days fo l l ow ing  a 
b i t l n g  lnc lden t  dur lng whlch an anlmal 's  heal th s ta tus  must be monl'torad. 

(r) "OWNER" means any person, f l r m  o r  corporat lon having t i t l e  t o  
any animal, or a parson who has, harbors o r  keeps, o r  who causes o r  permltS 
t o  be harbored o r  kept, an animal I n  h i s  care, o r  who permits an animal to 
remaln on o r  about h i s  premises. 

( s )  "PERSON1' means an ind lv ldua l ,  corporation, flrm, partnership, 
assoclat lon,  business t r u s t ,  es ta te  o r  ind lv ldua l  t r u s t .  

( t )  "PROVOKEo' means t o  arouse o r  s t i r  up purposely, t o  I n c i t e  o r  
t o  invoke attack. 

( u )  "QUARANTINE" means s t r i c t  confinement under r e s t r a i n t  by 
c losed cage or paddock o r  i n  any o the r  manner approved i n  t h l s  char ter  on 
the  p r i v a t e  premlses of t h e  ownsr o r  a t  a tact l l t y  approved by t h e  Texas 
Board of Heal th  o r  I t s  deslgnee, o r  t h e  C l t y  Animal Shel ter .  
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( v )  "QUARANTINE PERIOD" means t h a t  p o r t l o n  of t h e  observat lon 
p e r i o d  d u r i n g  which a b i t i n g  animal i s  p h y s i c a l l y  conf,lned,fo[.o& 

:w) "REGULATORY AUTHORITY'' means t h e  Env i ronmenta 1 Heal th  
O f f i c i a l  of the  C i t y  of Mesquite or h l s  deslgnated rep resen ta t l ve .  

( x )  "RESTRAINT" means secured by a leash o r  lead, or  under t h e  
c o n t r o l  of  a responsible person and obedient  t o  t h a t  person 's  commands; or 
w i t h i n  t h e  r e a l  property i l m i t s  of I t s  owner and under t h e  c o n t r o l  of  a 
respons ib l e  person and obedient t o  t h a t  person's commands. 

~. 
( )  "RUNNING AT LARGE" means n o t  complete1 y con t  1 ned by a 

b u i  Id1 ng, wal 1 or  fence of su t f  l c i e n t  s t r e n g t h  o r  cons t l - uc t i on  t o  r e s t r a i n  
t h e  animal ,  except when such animal i s  e l r h e r  on a leash, o r  he ld  I n  t h e  
hands of t h e  owner or keeper. 

(z) "SUPERVISOR OF ANIMAL CONTROL" means t h e  person deslgnated by 
t h e  Environmental  Heal th  O f f i c i a l  t o  superv ise  a l l  aspec ts  o f  animal c o n t r o l  
or h i s  au thor ized  representat ive. 

(aa) "VACCINATION" means an i n  j e c t l o n  ot U n l  t e d  S ta tes  Department 
of Agr i c u  i t u r e  approved rabies vaccine admln l s te red  e v e r y  twe l ve  (12) months 
by a l i censed veter lnarian. 

(bb) "VICIOUS ANIMAL" means any animal, excep t  a dog a s s l s t l n g  a 
peace o f f i c e r  engaged In law enforcement dut ies, whlch w l t h o u t  provocat lon 
a t t a c k s  and b l t e s  any human belng or  any domestic an imal  o r  which has a 
known propens i ty  t o  attack or b i t e  human beings o r  anlmals, b u t  does n o t  
i nc l ude  an animal which b i tes,  a t tacks  o r  menaces a t respasser  on t he  
p rope r t y  of I t s  owner or harms o r  menaces anyone who has tormented, 
t o r t u r e d ,  o r  exh lb l ted  c rue l ty  t o  such animal. 

( cc )  "WILD ANIMAL" shal l  mean any poisonous or dangerous r e p t l  le, 
o r  any o the r  animal whlch can normal l y  be found i n  t h e  w l  I d  state, n o t  
norma l l y  capable of  being domesticated, lnc lud lng ,  b u t  n o t  l l m l t e d  t o  
skunks, foxes, leopards, .panthers, t i g e r s ,  I ions, lynx,  f e r r e t s ,  or any 
other  animal f o r  whlch there i s  no approved rab ies  vaccine. 

Idd)  "WILD STATE" means I l v l n g  i n  i t s  o r l g l n a l ,  na tu ra l  
cond l t l on ;  no t  domesticated. W i l d l i f e  r e f e r s  t o  a r ~ l m a i s  l i v i n g  i n  Such 
envlronment. W i  I d  anlmal r e f e r s  t o  any mammal except  t h e  common domestlc 
species (dogs, cats, horses, ca t t le ,  swine, sheep and goats )  regard less of 
s t a t e  o f  dura t lon  o t  cap t l v l t y .  
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SEC. 4-5. SUPERV i SOR OF AN l HAL CONTROL; ENFORCEbENT. . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . .  :...*.....-..*>..- d 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
l a 1  The animal con t ro l  supervisor of the  c i t y  i s  hereby 

< 

desl gnated the  local  hea l th  a u t h o r i t y  o f t  i cer  f o r  t h e  purpose of the  
enforcement of t h i s  chapter. H is  dut les  sha l l  include, but  no t  be l imi ted 
to ,  t h e  enforcement of t h i s  chapter, supervision of the  animal d o n t r o l  . . .  ..v-,,_,__ 

o f f i c e r s  of the  c l t y ,  and a l  d ing the  Texas Roard of Health I n  t h e  
enforcement of area quarantines, pursuant t o  A r t i c l e  4477-6a, V.A.C.S., as 
may be amended. . ~.. 

(b) Any anlmal con t ro l  o f f i c e r  of the c i t y  sha l l  have t h e  
au tho r i t y  t o  issue c i t a t i o n s  fo r  any v i o l a t i o n  of t h l s  chapter and any other 
power or duty s ta ted  w i t h i n  the terms o f  t h i s  chapTer. I t the  person being 
c i t e d  i s  n o t  present, t h e  anlmal con t ro l  o f f i c e r  may send the  c i t a t i o n  t o  
t h e  al leged offender by reg is te red  o r  c e r t l f l e d  mail ,  re turn  r e c e i p t  
requested, by deposi t ing same i n  t h e  U.S. Mai I, postage prepal d. 

( c )  It sha l l  be unlawful  f o r  any person t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  any 
animal con t ro l  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  performance of h i s  dutles. 

( d )  I t  sha l l  beun lawfu l  f o r  any person t o f a i l  t o c o m p l y w i t h  
any lawful order o t  the loca l  hea i th  author i ty  o f f i c e r  o r  any anlmal contro l  
o f f i c e r  o f  the c i t y .  

(e) The local hea i th  au tho r i t y  o f f i c e r ,  any animal con t ro l  
o f f i c e r  o r  any peace o f t l c e r  I s  authorized to, inc iud lng but  no t  l im i ted  to: 

. ..,= 

( 1 )  Destroy any animal which poses an imninent danger t o  a 
person o r  property or a r e a l  o r  apparent necessity e x i s t s  t o r  t h e  
dest ruc t ion of an anlmal; and 

( 2 )  Destroy o r  lmpound an animal which I s  diseased or 
endangers the hea l th  of a person o r  another animal; 

( 3 )  Impound any anlmal hereinaf ter  designated found t o  be 
running a t  large o r  t o  be a s t ray  w i t h i n  the  c l t y ;  

14) Destroy an impounded animal a t  the  c l t y  anlmal shelter 
or destroy any animal a t  t h e  scene o f  In jury ,  disease or sickness where such 
anlmal I s  t o o  la rge t o  remove from the scene of in jury ,  disease o r  sickness 
t o  the animal she l ter ,  I f  t h e  recovery of the anlmal from in ju ry ,  dlsease o r  
slckness i s  i n  serious doubt; 

151 Destroy any anlmal suspected o f  havlng rabies, or which 
anlmal mani fests a d i spos i t i on  t o  b i te ,  when such animal(s) a re  found a t  
large o r  found astray, a f t e r  having made a reasonable, bu t  unsuccassful 
e f f o r t  t o  capture the anlmal; 

(6) Destroy any s t ray  or impounded v ic ious animal, unless 
.......... 

t he re  I s  reason t o  be l ieve t h a t  it has an owner, immediately upon 
Impoundment; 

(7) Destroy any w i  i d  anlmal lmmedlately upon impoundment; 
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(8 )  Destroy any nu rs ing  baby animal excluding l lvestock 
Impounded w l thou t  the mother, o r  where the mother cannot o r  refuses  to,^ .......... L -, 

. . .  .......... . . .  provide n u t r l t l o u s  ml lk.  t o  prevent  f u r t h e r  suffering; 

(9) Destroy an anlmal where an owner no longer wishes 
. . . .  r e s p o n s l b l l l t y  f o r  an animal o r  be l ieves the anlmai t o  be in  an I I I . o r  ............ ...** . a 

I n ju red  condi t ion,  upon the owner s i g n i n g  a waiver, supp I led by the  animal 
shel ter ,  a1 lowing the  anlmal t o  be lmmedlately euthanlzed in  a humane 
manner; prov ldsd t h a t  no warmbiooded anlmal t h a t  has b l t t e n  a human or 

a 

another anlmal s h a l l  be destroyed before  the exp l ra t lon  o f  the ten (10) day 
quarantine period, except f o r  w 1 I d  anlmals. 

( f  I n  a d d l t l o n  t o  any au tho r i t y  derived elsewhere, anlmal contro l  
o f f  Icers, po l  i c e  and heal th a u t h o r l t l e s ,  are express1 y empowered and 
authorized t o  go upon p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  premlses wl thout  warrant f o r  the 
purpose o f  enforcement o f  t h l s  chapter and the s ta te  statutes and Texas . ~ 

Penal Code r e l a t i n g  t o  anlmals when necessary t o  p ro tec t  the health, welfare 
and satety o f  t h e  Inhab i tants  of the c i t y  and preserve t h e  peace and qu le t  
thereof .  

SEC- 4-4. DOGS AND CATS. GENERAL. 

(a )  I t  s h a l l  be un lawfu l  f o r  the owner or harborer o t  any dog t o  
permi t  such dog t o  run a t  l a rge  w i t h i n  the c l t y  l i m i t s  o f  the C i t y  of 
Mesqulte. Such dog must be under the  contro l  of sa ld  owner, a member o f  
s a i d  owner's Immediate faml 1 y o r  sa ld  owner's servant or agent, by means of 
a leash o r  cha ln  of s u f f i c i e n t  s t reng th  and length t o  contro l  the ac t lons of 
t h e  dog. A t  a1 I other times t h e  dog s h a l l  be conflned t o  the premises O t  

t he  owner by a substant la l  fence of s u f f  i c len t  st rength and height t o  
prevent the  dog trm escaplng therefrom, inside of a bul l ding or secured On 
the premises by a leash cons ls t l ng  o f  a metal chaln of sufficient strength 

I : 
t o  prevent t h e  dog from escaping from the premises when the  leash I s  
s t re tched t o  f u l l  length. 

(b) I t  sha l l  be un lawfu l  for any person t o  keep wl th in  the  c l t y  
l i m i t s  more than three ( 3 )  a d u l t  dogs and one l i t t e r ;  It shal l  f u r the r  be 
unlawful t o r  any person t o  keep w l t h l n  the c i t y  more than ten (10) dogs 
whether such dogs are adu l ts  o r  puppies wl th ln  the meanlng of t h l s  sectlon. 

The prov is ions o f  t h l s  sect lon shal l not  be appl lcable t o  any 
proper ly zoned veter lnar lan hosp i ta l ,  veter inar ian c l i n i c ,  kennel o r  place 
o t  sclen+lf l c  research. 

( c )  It sha l l  be un lawfu l  f o r  any person t o  harbor or keep on h l s  
premises o r  i n  o r  about h i s  premises, o r  premises under h i s  control, any dog 
which by loud o r  unusual bark ing or howl lng, sha l l  cause the peace and qu le t  
o f  t he  neighborhood o r  the occupants of adjacent premlses t o  be disturbed. 

( d )  No female dog i n  heat shal  I be a l  lowed upon any s t ree t ,  
. . .  avenue, highway, a l ley,  sidewalk, parkway, park o r  any pub l ic  place w l t h i n  . ~ 

.- 

t h e  C l t y  of Mesquite. -I ': 
~. ~. -- .. . . . .  -". ..... *..- .............. .- 

. . I 
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( e )  No dog o f  f i e r c e ,  dangerous o r  v l c lous  propensl t les,  whether 

I 
I lcensed or not, shal l be al lowed I n  the  C l t y  of Mesqulte; provlded, 
however, t h a t  dogs used by law enforcement a u t h o r l t l e s  or approved by t h e  
an lmal c o n t r o l  supervisor as watch dogs f o r  buslness es tab l  i shments and. , . ,;, . , ~  .,.,p,,r..Nm 

secure1 y conf lned t h e r e t o  shal  1 not  be deemed w l t h l n  t h i s  provls lon.  - 

( f )  It s h a l l  be uniawtul  f o r  any person t o  keep w l t h l n  the c i t y  
I l m i t s  more than three ( 3 )  adu I t  cats.  However, t he  p r ~ ~ l s l ~ n ~  o t  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  s h a l l  no t  be appl i c a b l e  t o  any proper ly  zoned veterinary h o s p i t a i l  
c l i n i c ,  kennel o r  p lace o f  s c l e n t l f  i c  research. 

(Q) I t  shal 1 be unlawful  f o r  the owner o f  any ca t  t o  perml t  such 
anlmal t o  run a t  la rge w l t h l n  the  c l t y  I l m l t s .  Such anlmal must be under 
t h e  c o n t r o l  of t he  owner by  means o f  a leash o r  chaln ot  s u f f l c l e n t  s t rength  
and leng th  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  ac t ions  of the anlmal. A t  a l l  other times the  c a t  
s h a l l  b e  confined t o  t h e  premises o f  the  owner by a substant ia l  tence of 
s u t f  l c l e n t  s t rength  and helghi' t o  prevent the cai' from escaping therefrom, 
i n s i d e  of a bul  l d l ~ t g ,  o r  secured on the  premises by a leash of s u f f i c i e n t  
s t r e n g t h  t o  prevent the  animal from escaplng from the  premises. However, it 
shal  1 b e  a defense t o  prosecut  ion under t h l s  sect lon if the cat  1s wearing a 
v a l i d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  t a g  and a v a l  I d  rab ies  vacclnat lon tag.  

(h)  No person s h a l l  w i l l f u l l y  o r  knowingly harbor or keep on 
such person's premises, o r  elsewhere, any c a t  t h a t  makes or creates an 
unreasonable disturbance of t h e  peace of any person I l v l  ng I n  the  Immediate 
v i c i n i t y ,  o r  s u f f e r  o r  pe rm i t  such c a t  t o  make o r  c r e a t e  frequent o r  long 
cont inued noises by meowlng o r  wa i l  l n g  o r  otherwise. 

ART l CLE I I . - IIPOUNDKNT 

SEC. 4-5. A N I W S  SUBJECT TO IWWNDEQNT 

( a )  Any anlmal found t o  be runnlng a t  large or tound t o  be a 
s t r a y  I n  the c l t y ,  $ha1 I b e  lmpounded i n  the c l t y  anlmal shelter. Any dog 
or c a t  lmpounded under t h i s  sect lon whlch I s  not c a l l e d  tor  by t h e  owner 
w l  t h i n  seventy-two (72) hours a t t e r  not  I f  l c a t l o n  of Impoundment o r  w l  t h l  n 
seventy-two (72) hours o f  Impoundment where the  owner cannot be reasonably 
ascerta ined,  the  dog o r  c a t  s h a l l  be destroyed humanely or placed f o r  
adoption; provlded however, f i n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o r  l o c a ~ l o ~ i  of an 
lmpounded anlmal I s  t h a t  of t h e  mner .  The owner o f  a dog or c a t  whlch has 
been lmpounded under t h l s  sec t lon  may rec la im such anlmal upon payment o f  
t h e  lmpoundment fees, hand1 l n g  charges and any v e t e r l n a r l a n  b l  l I s  Incur red 
by t h e  c i t y ' s  anlmal c o n t r o l  f o r  the  welfare o f  t h e  animal, and upon 
comp I lance w i t h  t h e  vaccl n a t i o n  and r e g i s t r a t i o n  p rov l  s lons of t h i s  chapter. 

- ( b )  Any anlmal l n tec ted  or kept  under condll-Ions whlch could 
endanger the p u b l i c  o r  anlmal heal th.  

t c )  Any animal t h a t  creates a nuisance, as det lned I n  Sectlon 
4.2 (g) .  

( d l  Any anlmal runn lng a t  large, as s t l p u l a t e d  I n  Sectlon 
4.3 (e )  ( 3 ) .  
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( e )  Any anlmal t r e a t e d  I n  a manner tha t  i s  cruel  or inhumane. . . 

. . . .  

( f )  Any anlmal t h a t  has b i t t e n  a human be ing  o r  needs t o  be . : 

p l aced  under observa t ion  f o r  r a b l e s  determlnatlon. 

(9)  Any animal v l o i a t l n g  any prov is ion of t h i s  chapter. , ... ;.,:>.cia 

SEC. 4-6. RIGHT OF PROPERTY OWNER TO CONF IN€; NOTIFI CAT1 ON OF 
. . . .  AN i WN CONTROL- .~ .,., = 

I t  any o f  t h e  animals  named i n  t h i s  chapter are found upon t he  
premlses o f  any person, t h e  owner o r  occupant o f  the premises shal I have t h e  
r l g h t  t o  cont  l n e  such anlmal I n  a humane manner un t i  i he can n o t i f y  an 
animal con t ro l  o f f  l ce r  t o  come and impound such anlmal . When so n o t l f  led, 
it s h a l l  be t h e  duty o f  an animal con t ro l  o f f  lcer to have such animal 
lmpounded as he re i n  p r o v l  ded. 

SEC. 4-7. RECLAIMI W I WOUNDED AN I N S  GENERALLY. 

( a )  The owner can resume possession o t  any impounded animal upon 
payment o f  impoundment fees, handl lng  tees and any v e t e r i n a r i a n  b i  I i s  
i ncu r red  by animai c o n t r o l  t o r  t he  wel fare of the animal, and upon 
compliance w i t h  vaccination and r e g l s t r a t l o n  prov is lons of t h l s  Chapter. 

( b )  Any person owning any animal lapounded hereunder s h a l l  be 
a l lowed t o  take  such anlmal f rom the  place where Inpounded upon t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  cond i t ions :  

( 1 )  Upon payment t o  the  c i t y  o t  an Impoundment t ee  o f  twenty 
doi i a r s  ($20.00) p l u s  f i v e  do! l a r s  ($5.00) per day or f r ac t i ona l  p a r t  ' '1 i 
the reo f  t o r  board lng fees  t o r  each day impounded. 

1 2 )  Upon a showing by the owner of a val I d  r ab ies  i 
vacc i  n a t  l on c e r t  I f I cate. An an l ma1 must be vaccinated w i t h i  n twenty-f  our 
(24 )  hours o f  be ing  rec la imed i t  it has not  been prev ious ly  vaccinated as 4 

r e q u l  red. 

(31 That  t h e  owner of thc animal secure a l lcense t a g  for 
such animal as prov ided here in .  

( c )  I t t he  owner has no t  redeemed such impounded anlmal w i t h i n  
t h r e e  ( 3 )  days from i t s  cap tu re  and impoundment the anlmal may be g iven t o  a 
new owner o r  destroyed humanely. Provided, however, t h a t  i n  spec ia l  
instances wherein an anlmal has been Injured t o  the exrent  t h a t  a three-day 
waiTi  ng p e r i o d  would c o n s t l t u t e  c rue l  treatment such wa i t i ng  p e r i o d  would 
n o t  b e  appi icable.  ., 

I 

Fo r  the  purposes o f  t h i s  sect ion such I n j u r y  sha l l  be deemed 
to  c o n s t i t u t e  a spec ia l  i ns tance  maklng the  three-day wa l t l ng  p e r i o d  . - -. - .. 
I napp l i cab le  when I* reasonably appears t h a t  the I n j u r y  I s  t e rm ina l  o r  w i l l  - 
r e s u l t  i n  subs tan t i a l  phys i ca l  impairment and causes extreme pain. Examples 
of cond i t i ons  l n d l c a t l n g  such s t a t e  are substantlal blood loss, severed 
spine, severance o t  a s u b s t a n t l a l  po r t i on  of a member or  o ther  p o r t i o n  o t  
t he  body and o ther  condi t l o n s  commonly known t o  resu It i n  death. I 
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$Is Decls lons on such cond l t lons  shal l be made by the person o r  

... 

. II 
persons designated by  the  environmental h e a l t h  o f f  l c l a l  o r  h l s  deslgnee and, 
when made I n  good f a i t h ,  s h a l l  be presumed co r rec t  and sha l l  not be subJect 
t o  revlew, due t o  t he  emergency nature of  such determinatlon. I t  i s  f u r t h e r  

.F.! 
. . . ? ~ ~  

expressly provided t h a t  any person a l l a a l n g  an animal t o  r u n  a t  la rge  does 
hereby consent t o  t h e  procedures es tab l  lshed here in  and does thereby - -. .+ 
au thor l re  the C l t y  o f  Mesquite t o  a c t  accordingly. 

SEC. 4-8. RECLAIMING ANIMALS UNDER RABIES QUARANTINE. . .  . ~ -  

I t  any anlmal I s  b e i n g  he ld  under quarantlne o r  observat lon f o r  
r.ab.les, the owner s h a l l  no t  be e n t l t l e d  t o  possession un t i  I It has been 
released trom quarantlne. . ~ 

SEC. 4-9. O l  SPOSl TlON OF UNRECLAICED AN1 M M S  GENERALLY. 

Any anlmal, except  v l c l o u o  and w i l d  anlmals, no t  reclaimed by t h e  
owner, may be humanely euthanlzed a f t e r  being Impounded f o r  seventy-two (72) 
hours. 

SEC. 4-10. DISPOSITION OF IWOUNDED VICIOUS OR WILD ANIUALS. 

Any impounded v i c l o u s  o r  w i l d  anlmal, unless the re  I s  reason 'to 
be1 leve tha t  it has an owner, may be lnmedlately dlsposed o t  as may be 
deemed appropriate by t h e  supe rv i so r  of anlmal control.  

SEC. 4-11. DISPOSITION OF NURSING BABY M I M L S .  

Any nurs ing  baby animal lmpounded wi thout  the mother, o r  where 
the mother cannot o r  re fuses  t o  prov ide  n u t r l t l o u s  m I  lk, may be immediately 
euthanlzed 'to preven* f u r t h e r  s u f f e r  I ng. 

SEC. 4-12. ADOPTION O f  IWOUNOEO CATS OR DOGS AUTIHXIZED. 

Any lmpounded c a t  o r  dog not  wear ing a r e g l s t r a t l o n  c e r t l f l c a t e  
may be given up fo r  adopt lon  a f t e r  seventy-two (72) hours, except those 
under quarantine. Any lmpounded c a t  o r  dog wearing a r e g i s t r a t i o n  
c e r t l f  l ca te  may be g l ven  up f o r  adoptlon a f t e r  f i v e  (5) days of  conf lnement. 

SEC. 4-13. DISPOSITION OF ANIMAL UPON DIRECTION OF OWNER. 
I 

An owner who no longer wishes responsib l  l l t y  fo r  an anlmal o r  ! 
be1 ieves the anlmal t o  be I n  an I l l or I n j u r e d  condlt lon may s lgn a w r l t t e n  
walver, supplled by anlmal conTrol ,  a l i ow lng  the  anlmal t o  be lnmedlately 
euthanlzed I n  a humane manner; provided t h a t  no warmblooded anlmal t h a t  has 
b l t t e n  a tuman being s h a l l  be euthanlzed be fo re  exp l ra t lon  o t  the ten-day 

..quarant1 ne per lod. ....... ........... . . . . .  

SEC. 4-14. DISPOSITION OF INJURED OR ILL  ANIMALS. 

kny impounded animal That appears t o  be suffering trm extreme 
In ju ry  or l l lness may be euthanlzed as determlned by the s u p e r ~ I ~ 0 r  of 
animal contro l .  

................ 

-- .~ ~.~ ~~ ~. 

I'd ~ ~~~~~A~~ 
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"a ARTICLE Ill. - QUARANTINE, VACCINATION REQUIRED, RABIES, FEE 

SEC. 4-15.AUTHORlTY TO QUARANTINE. ........... >......--. mv . . . . .  

The supervlsor o t  anlmal c o n t r o l  shal l  have the author l ty  to 
order t h e  quarant lne o f  anlmal s responsible for  b l  t e  Incidents, or suspected 
of havlng any zcanot lc dlsease considered t o  be a hazard t o  the  human 
populat ion o r  other anlmals. 

SEC. 4-16. AN1 N U S  SUBJECT TO QUARANTI FIE; CONDUCT OF WARANTINE. 

Every animal t h a t  b l  tes  a human o r  attacks another animal I n  an 
unnatural manner, or has r a b l e s  o r  any other zoonotlc disease, or i s  under 
suspicion o f  havlng rab ies  o r  any o ther  zoonotlc dlsease, shal l be 
lmnedlately confined by the  owner, who s h a l l  promptly n o t i f y  anlmal contro l  
or an anlmal cont ro l  o f f l c e r  of the p l a c e  where such anlmal i s  conflned and 
the reason there tor .  The owner s h a l l  no* permlt such anlmal +o come I n  
con lac t  w l t h  any other person o r  animal. The owner shal l surrender 
possession o f  such anlmal t o  anlmal con t ro l  on demand fo r  supervised 
quarantlne. Supervised quarant lne s h a l l  be a t  the anlmal shel ter  o r  a 
ve te r l  nary hosp l ta l ,  o r  by any other method a t  adequate conf lnement approved 
by t h e  supervlsor of animal con t ro l .  

SEC. 4-17. QUARANTINE KTHOD AMD TESTING, 

(a)  When a dog or c a t  whlch has b i t t e n  a human has been 
I d e n t l f l e d ,  t h e  owner w i l l  be requ i red  t o  place the anlmal I n  quarantlne. 
The t e n  day observatlan pe r iod  w l  l l beg lo  on the day of the b l t e  lncldent. 
The anlmal must be placed I n  t h e  anlmal contro l  t a c l l l t i e s  speci t led f o r  
I h l  s purposo, l f aval lable. However, t h e  owner ot the animal may request 
permlsslon from the loca l  h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t y  to r  home quarantlne I t  the 
fo l l ow ing  c r i t e r i a  can be met. 

( I ) Secure t a c l  l l t l e s  must be aval lab l e  a t  the  home o f  the  
anlmal 's owner, and must be approved by the local health authorlty. 

( 2 )  The animal I s  c u r r e n t l y  vacclnated agalnst rabies. 

( 3 )  The loca l  hea l th  author l ty  or a l lcensed veter inar lan 
must observe t h u  animal a t  l eas t  on t h e  f l r s t  and las t  days o f  the 
quarant lne perlod. I f t he  animal becomes I I I during the observation period, 
the l o c a l  h e a l t h  au tho r i t y  must be n o t l f  led by the person havlng p ~ s s e ~ ~ l ~ n  
of t h e  animal. A t  t he  end of t h e  observat lon period the release from 
quarant ine must be accompl lshed i n  w r  l t i n g .  

( 4 )  The animal was n o t  I n  v lo la t l on  of any laws a t  the  
t ime o f  the  b i t e .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ - .  ~- 

( 5 )  I f  the b i t  lng animal cannot be malntalned In secure 
quarantlne. It sha l l  be humanely destroyed and the braln submltted t o  She 
TDH c e r t t f  l e d  laboratory f o r  rab ies  dlagnosls. 
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( b )  No w l l d  anlmal w l l l  be p l  prl ld 
anlmals I n v o l v e d  I n  b l t l n g  inc iden ts  w l l l  be humanely k l l l e d  I n  such a  
manner t h a t  t h e  b r a l n  I s  no t  mut l la ted.  The b r a l n  s h a l l  be subrnltted t o  a  

. . . .  ...<r.--.-...*....,.T... . . .  . . . .  TOH c e r t l f l e d  labora to ry  f o r  rab ies  dlagnosls. ~ . m w ~ + . s 7 ~ p ( d d  

SEC. 4-18. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE EHTlTlES THAT OPERATE A WAaAHTlNE FACILITY. . . . . .  .~:> 
( a )  Quaran t ln lng  procedures. 

( 1 )  B l t l n g  anlmals and animals suspected o f  rables t h a t  a r e  
placed i n  confinement t o r  observat lcn  must be separated from a l l  other 
animals i n  such a  manner t h a t  there  I s  no p o s s l b l l l t y  o f  phys lca l  contact 
between anlmals. . .  . . ' L r ,  

. ...̂ -- 

( 2 )  The unowned anlmal may be destroyed for rables 
dlagnosls p r l o r  t o  t h e  end of t h e  quarant lne perlod. 

( 3 )  The loca l  hea l th  a u t h o r l t y  may r e q u l r e  a  w r l t t e n  
agreement by t h e  owner o r  t h e  custodian a t  the  t lme o f  quarant lne and the  
anlmal may be dlsposed o f  according t o  terms o f  t h i s  agreement. 

SEC. 4-19. VACCINATION REQUIRED. 

(a)  Vacclnatlon: The owner of each dog o r  c a t  s h a l l  have the  
dog or c a t  vacc inated aga lns t  rab ies  a t  the  t lme it I s  t h r e e  ( 3 )  months of 

.... age and w l t h l n  each subsequent twelve (12) m n t h  I n t e r v a l  thereaf ter .  -. .*:* 

(b)  O f t l c l a l  rab ies  vacclnat lon c e r t l f l c a t e s  Issued by the 
vacc lna t lng  v e t e r l n a r l a n  s h a l l  conta ln  c e r t a l n  standard ln format lon as 
deslgnated by TOH. ln format lon requ l red I s  as to l lows: 

( I )  Owner's name, address and telephone number. 
. . 

( 2 )  Anlmal I d e n t l f  lcat lon.  Species, sex, age ( 3  mo. t o  12 
m., 12 mo. o r  o l d e r ) ,  s i z e  ( Ibs.) ,  predornlnant breed, and colors.  

( 3 )  Vaccine used, producer, e x p l r a t i o n  date and serial 
number. 

1 
( 4 )  Date vaccl nated. 

-sz 7....T 

.. ~.. (5) Rables t a g  number. ;h' 

-4 
(6) Vete r lna r lan ' s  s ignature  and l lcense number. ~< 

SEC. 4-20. VIOLATION OF QUARANTINE, CAUSE FOR SEl ZURE AND IWOUNDKNT. 
~ . - ~  . . . . . . .  -- 

The v l o l a t l o n  of quarant lne by any person s h a l l  be Just  cause f o r  
- 

s e l r u r e  and Impoundment of t h e  quarant l  ned anlmal by anlmal cont ro l .  It 
s h a l l  be u n l a w f u l  f o r  any person t o  I n t e r r u p t  the  observation perlod. 

.......... ..- 
. .a 
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SEG. 4-21. INVESTIGATION OF ANIMAL BITE REPORTS;KILLINE OF BITING 

ANIMALS PROHIBITED- - A l l  animal b i t e  r e p o r t s  shal l  be Investigated by animal c o n t r o l .  
Wl thout  permlsslon of  t h e  superv isor  of  anlmal control, It sha l t  be un lawfu l  
f o r  any person t o  k l  I 1  o r  remove from the c l t y  t iml ts  any anlmat t h a t  has 
b l t t e n  a person o r  other anlmal, o r  t ha t  has been placed under quarantlne, 
except  when it I s  necessary t o  k l  l l such anlmal t o  p ro tec t  the l i f e  o f  any 
person o r  o ther  snlmai . 

I 
dl SEC. 4-22. AUTHWITY TO DIRECT DISPOSITION OF SUSPECTED RABID ANIMALS. 

id The superv isor  of  anlmal control sha l l  d l r e c t  the d l s p o s l t l o n  of  
any animal suspected o f  b e i n g  r a b l d  or havlng any other zoonotlc dlsease 
considered t o  be a hazard t o  any other animal o r  human being. 

SEC, 4-23. SURRENDER OF CARCASSES OF DEAD ANIHALS SUSPECTED OF RABIES. 

The carcass o f  any dead anlmal exposed t o  rab les  o r  suspected Of 
having been r a b l  d shal I, upon demand, be surrendered t o  anlmal cont ro l .  

SEC. 4-24. MNNER OF Dl  SPOS l NG OF ANIMALS EXPOSED TO RABIES. 

Every anlmal t h a t  has been b l t ten  by another animal s h a l l  be 
immediately confined by t h e  owner, who shal l  promptly n o t l t y  animal c o n t r o l  
of t h e  p l a c e  where such anlmal  I s  conf lned and the reason therefor .  The 
owner s h a l l  not perml t  such anlmal t o  come i n  contact w l t h  any person o r  
anlmal. Any anlrnal exposed t o  rabies or exposed t o  b i t e s  from any w i  I d  
anlmal which has been derermlned t o  be rabid, o r  any w i l d  anlmal t h a t  i s  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  rab les  t e s t l n g  f o r  any reason thereof, s h a l l  be handfed I n  one 
o f  t h e  f o l  lowlng manners: 

( a )  Humane des t ruc t i on ,  wlth no t l f  lcat lon to ,  or under 
supe rv i s ion  of anlmal c o n t r o l ;  

(b)  I f  no t  cu r renF ly  vacclnated, the exposed anlmal shal l be  
i m e d l a t e l y  vaccinated a g a i n s t  rabies, placed In  s t r l c +  I s o l a t i o n  f o r  s i x  
months and given a booster vacclnat lon one month p r i o r  t o  re lease from 
I s o l a t i o n ;  or 

( c )  I t c u r r e n t l y  vaccinated, lmed la te  revaccl na t ion  and 
quarant lne  fo r  a t  leas t  n t n e t y  (901 days Immediately fo r  towing the  date o f  
t h e  exposure. 

SEC. 4-25. REFUSAL TO SURRENDER AN1 W, ON DEMAND. FOR RABIES 
C M I R O L  PURPOSES. 

No person sha l  l f a i  1 or refuse t o  surrender an animal f o r  
superv ised quarantlne or  humane destruction, as requlred here in  fo r  r a b l e s  
c o n t r o l ,  when demand t h e r e f o r  I s  made by the supervlsor o f  anlmal cont ro l .  

. , . . - . - - . - . . ~ -~ 
~ - 

SEC. 4-26. NOTIFICATION TO ANIMAL CWTROL UPON E W E ,  SICKNESS OR DEATH 
OF WARANTINED ANIMAL. 

Any person hav ing  possession of, o r  responslbl l l t y  f o r ,  any 
quarant ined anlmal sha l l  lmmedlately no t l f y  anlmal contro l  I t  such enlrnal 
escapes, or becomes o r  appears t o  becme slck, or dles, and i n  case o t  death 
o f  t he  animal wh l le  under quarantlne, shal l  imed la te l y  surrender t he  dead 
anlmal t o  animal cont ro l  for dlagnost lc  purposes. 
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SEC. 4-27. QUARANTINE FEE. 

The owner o f  any anlmal he ld  I n  quarantine t o r  observation 
purposes sha l l  be charged t l v e  d o l l a r s  ($5.00) tor  every day o r  t rac t i on  of .<?:[$'' 

a  day an animal I s  a t  t h e  anlmal she l ter ;  t h l s  ( fee) I s  I n  add i t l on  t o  any 
Impoundment tee. Sald fees s h a l l  be pa ld  i n  advance by the owner o f  any 
anlmal t o  be he ld  i n  quarant lne.  

;a 
AFT I CLE I V. - ADOPTION AND REG1 STRATION 

SEC. 4-28. NMPTION PROCEDURES. 

(a) An l n d i v l d u a l  may adopt an anlmal (dogs and cats only)  from 
the c l t y  anlmal she l ter  under t h e  to l l ow ing  condlt lons: 

(I) The anlmal has been c l a s s l f l e d  as adoptable by the 
supervlsor o f  anlmal c o n t r o l  ; 

( 2 )  The prospect ive  adopter has proper fact l l t l e s  t o  care 
fo r  the  anlmal; 

( 3 )  The prospect lve  adopter obtalns a l l  necessary 
yaccinatlons and r e g l s t r a t l o n s ;  and, 

( 4 )  The adopter of any dog or cat must have it vaccl nated, 

I 
(and) spayed o r  neutered, and ob ta ln  a l icense w i t h i n  t e n  (10) days 
a t t e r  adoption o r  animal c o n t r o l  s h a l l  have t h e  r i g h t  of Inmediate re turn  ot 
the anlmal t o  t h e  animal she l te r ;  provlded, t h e  supervisor of anlmal con t ro l  
sha l l  al low add l t lona l  t ime I n  the case of dogs or cats less than s l x  (6 )  
months o f  age. 

( b )  The superv lsor  o t  anlmal con t ro l  may retuse t o  al low a 
person t o  adopt a cat  or dog whom he has reason t o  bel leve: 

( I )  Would n o t  be ab le  t o  obtaln a r e g l s t r a t l o n  c e r t l t l c a t e  
under r e s t r  l c t l o n s  ot t h  I s  Code; 

( 2 )  Would no t  have proper f a c i l l t l e s  to  contaln o r  care 
tor  the anlmal, as requ l red by t h l s  Code; 

( 3 )  Wants t h e  dog o r  ca t  t o r  the purpose o t  resa le  or tor 
purposes other than pe t  ownership, and ( o r  i t  he has reason t o  bel leve) t h a t  
the cat  or dog would be a hazard t o  humans o r  other animals. 

SEC. 4-29. REG1 STRATION PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMNTS. 

(a)  No owner sha l l have w l t h i  n the c i t y  any dog o r  c a t  tour ( 4 )  
months o t  age or older un less  such dog or c a t  I s  cu r ren t l y  reg is tered w l t h  
anlmal cont ro l .  A cu r ren t  meta l  r e g l s t r a t l o n  c e r t l t l c a t e ,  Issued by anlmal 
contro l  o r  a v e t e r l n a r l a n  must be a f f l x e d  t o  a c o l l a r  o r  harness t h a t  must 
be worn by the dog or c a t  a t  a l  l tlmes. No dog or ca t  shal 1 be reg is tered 
un t l  l it has a current  r a b i e s  vacclnat lon.  
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-(b) A l l  dogs and ca ts  over t o u r  (4)  months of age must be.. . . - . . .  

vacclnated annual l y f o r  r a b l a s  w l t h  an a n t l r a b l e s  vacclne approved by the 
c l t y  heal th o f f  l c e r  and admlnlstered by a du ly  authorized veterlnarlan. A 
metal c e r t l  t l c a t e  o t  vacc lnat lon w l t h  the year of vacclnatlon, a c e r t l t l c a t e  
number and t h e  name, address and phone number o f  t h e  vacclnatlng 

I 
ve te r lna r lan  must be securely at tached t o  a c o l l a r  o r  harness t h a t  must be 
worn by the dog o r  ca t  a t  a l l  times. In a d d l t l o n  t o  the metal ce r t l f l ca te ,  
a paper c e r t l  f l c a t e  must be issued s t a t l n g  t h e  name o t  the owner, the 
address of t h e  owner, a desc r lp t l on  o f  the  dog or cat, the date of the 
vacclnatlon, the number ot the  metal c e r t l  t i c a t e  and the k lnd  a t  vacclne 
used. 

( c )  Application t o r  l n l t l a l  Issuance or renewal o f  each 
r e g l s t r a t l o n  must be made by the  owner, i n  w r l t l n g  o r  i n  person, and be 
accompanled by a fee o t  f l t teen dot l a r s  ($15.00), unless the ca t  or dog 
being reg is te red  has been neutered o r  spayed and proot  of such surglcal  
s t e r l l  l z a t l o n  cen be shown t o  an anlmal c o n t r o l  o t f  l cer  or a veter lnar lan 
authorized t o  Issue such r e g l s t r a t l o n s ;  then the  t e e  w l  l l be f l v e  do1 tars 
($5.00). I t  the  o r i g i n a l  cu r ren t  r e g l s t r a t l o n  c e r t l f l c a t e  I s  l os t  or 
destroyed, t h e  owner may ob ta in  a duplicate r e g i s t r a t i o n  from the SuperVlsor 
o f  animal c o n t r o l  by pay ing a toe o f  one do! l a r  ($1.00). Animals may be 

, .. i 
exempted t rom t h e  s t e r l  l l z a t l o n  provision upon w r l  t t e n  recommendatlon trm a 
veterinarian t h a t  such al - terat lon wou Id be harmtul o r  dangerous t o  the 
anlmal. Animals less than s l x  ( 6 )  months o t  age s h a l l  be charged a tee ot 
five (5) do1 la rs .  u i 

( d )  A r e g l s t r a t l o n  and/or vacc lnat lon c e r t l t l c a t e  (and tag)  
s h a l l  be v a l  I d  on ly  t o r  t h e  anlmal t o r  nh lch it was o r l g l n a l l y  issued. 
Sald r e g l s t r a t l o n  sha l l  be v a l i d  to r  one ( 1 )  calendar year. 

(e) I t  there i s  a change In OWnershlp o t  a reglstered dog or 
cat, the new owner sha l l  have t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  t ransfer red t o  h l s  name. 
There sha l l  be no charge f o r  sa id  t ransfer .  Appl l c a t l o n  t o r  such t ransfer  
s h a l l  be made t o  animal c o n t r o l  I n  w r l  t l n g  or I n  person. 

( f )  Fee-exempt r e g i s t r a t i o n s  may be Issued t o r  the tollowlng: 
! 

( I )  Pol  I c e  or sher i t i ' s  department dog; and, 

(2 )  Dogs t ra lned  t o  a s s i s t  t he  a u d l t o r l  l y  or vlsuat l y  
lmpalred person. .. I 

E l l g l b i  I l t y  fo r  fee-exempt r e g l s t r a t l o n  does not  re1 leve 
t h e  owner ot h l s  responsl b l  l l t y  under other p rov i s lons  of t h i s  chapter. . - . * 

'"1 . . . .  

I 
. .;:- . . . . . .  

-6:-; .. 'r*.... 
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ARTJCLE V. - VICIOUS ANIMALS 

,.. , ,. . , . . . . . 

SEC. 4-30. VICIOUS OR DANGEROUS ANIMALS. 

"VICIWS ANIMAL" means any animal, except a dog a s s l s t l n g  a peace 
o f t l c e r  engaged i n  law enforcement dut ies,  whlch w i t h o u t  provocation a t t a c k s  
and b l t e s  any human be lng o r  any domestic anlmal or whlch has a known 
propensi ty t o  a t tack  o r  b l  t e  human beings o r  animals, b u t  does not  i nclude 
an animal which b i tes ,  a t tacks  or menaces a t respasser on the  proper ty  of 
I t s  owner or harms o r  menaces anyone who has tormented, to r tured,  o r  
exhibited c r u e l t y  t o  such animal. 

(a )  No animal of f ie rce,  dangerous o r  v i c ious  propensi t ies,  
whether, I icensed or not ,  shal l be a1 lowed i n  the  C l t y  of Mesqulte; 
provided, however, t h a t  dogs used by law enforcement a u t h o r i t i e s  o r  approved 
by the animal c o n t r o l  euperv lsor  as watch dogs t o r  business establ ishments 
and securely conf ined t h e r e t o  s h a l l  no t  be deemed w i t h i n  t h l s  provls lon.  

(b) A peace o f t l c e r  o r  the  anlmai con t ro l  supervisor may use 
such fo rce  as I s  reasonably necessary t o  pro'tect members o f  the p u b l i c  f rom 
any v lc lous  dog o r  o t h e r  animal wherein the  ac t ions  of such anlmal 
reasonably appear t o  c o n s t l t u t e  an imminent t h r e a t  o t  InJury t o  any human 
being o r  domestic anlmal, i nc lud l  ng, when necessary, t a k i n g  such anlmal ' s  
I I fe. 

( c )  When t h e  supervisor of animal con t ro l  has determined upon 
t h e  c r l t e r l a  se t  f o r t h  h e r e i n  t h a t  an anlmal i s  v l c l o u s  and i s  belng kept  
and harbored i n  t h e  C l t y  h e  may, I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c r im ina l  sanct ions 
imposed herein, take  t h e  following steps t o  abate such v i o l a t i o n  whlch i s  
here ln  declared t o  be a nu isance: 

( I )  G l v e  w r i t t e n  n o t l c e  t o  the  owner o r  person havlng 
con t ro l  over the v l c l o u s  animal or t h e  p roper ty  upon whlch the anlmai i s  
kep t  o r  harbored t o  cease and d e s i s t  t he  keeping and harbor ing of a v i c l o u s  
anlmal i n  the C i t y  w i t h l n  twenty-four (24 )  hours. A n o t i c e  provlded f o r  i n  
t h l s  sect ion I s  p r o p e r l y  served when It I s  de l i ve red  t o  the owner of the 
anlmai o r  custodian i n  charge, or when it i s  sent by c e r t i f  led ma1 I, r e t u r n  
r e c e l p t  requested, t o  t h e  l a s t  known address o f  t h e  owner/custodlan of t h e  
anlmal. 

(2) Upon fa1 lu re  o f  the owner o r  person i n  cont ro l  of s a l d  
VICIOUS animal o r  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p roper ty  wherein s a i d  animal I s  kep t  or 
harbored t o  comply w i t h  s a i d  not ice,  the  superv isor  o f  anlmal con t ro l  may 
make a f f  l d a v i t  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  the  f a c t s  indicating t h a t  such animal 1s 
v lc ious and cons' t l tutes an lmninent t h r e a t  t o  the i l t e  and safe ty  o f  the 
p u b l i c  by reason the reo f  and make a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  Judge o f  the  Munlc lpa l  



. . .  . . : . . . . . .  .: .... * O(3.8.1 
. , . . ~ .  ~ 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  .-... . . Page 16 
. ..I........., i*",. 

Court  tor a warrant  t o  go upon the  premises and secure and impound such 
v l c l ous  anlmal t o  be he ld  by anl~nal  cont ro l  pending a hearlng i f  requested 
by  the  owner o r  person havlng con t ro l  over t h e  anlmal o r  over the property 
wherein t h e  animal was selzed. I t  no request t o r  hearlng has been made 
w l t h l  n t e n  (10) days, t he  anlmal may be dlsposed at as I n  other cases b u t  
shal  l n o t  be l e t  f o r  adoption. Provlded, however, t h a t  the owner or person 

I 
from whom t h e  anlmal was seized may rec la lm the  anlmal any tlme upon 
assurance s a t l s t a c t o r y  t o  the supervlsor o t  anlmal control,  o r  In case of  
d lspute  between t h e  pa r t l es ,  a cash escrow deposl t  set  by the Munlcipal 
Judge, t h a t  s a l d  par ty  w i l l  comply w i th  sa ld  order o t  the supervlsor of 
anlmal c o n t r o l  u n t l  l such tlme as it may be determlned tha t  the order was 
issued I n  e r r o r  and t h a t  t he  keeplng o t  such anlmal In the C i t y  poses no 
t h r e a t  o r  hazard of  I n j u r y  t o  a human being. 

(3 )  The hearings provided f o r  i n  t h l s  sect ion shall be 
conducted by t h e  Hea l th  C m l t t e e  a t  a tlme and p lace designated by It. 1 

Upon request t o r  hearl  ng t h e  C l t y  Heal th O f t  Icer, who sha l l  preslde as 
chalman, shal  I schedule same as expedl blously as posslble but not more than 
t e n  (10) days a f t e r  request  i s  made. 

( 4 )  Rased upon the  record o f  such hearlng, tho Health 
Committee s h a l l  make a t l n d l n g  and sha l l  sustaln, modlty, o r  resclnd any 
o f f  l c l a i  n o t l c e  o r  order  considered I n  the hearlng. The Health C m l t t e e ,  
a f t e r  hearlng, may make any order i t  deems necessary and appropriate l o  
prevent t he  recurrence o t  such an Incident, inc luding,  but no t  llmited to, 
t h e  removal o t  t he  anlmal trm the  c l t y  o r  i t s  destruction i t  necessary. 
The Hea l th  Comml t t e a  shal l make I t s  decis ion upon the r e l a t l v e  deprlvatlon 
t o  t he  owner o r  person I n  cont ro l  o f  the anlmal o r  others as the facts may 

I ; 
l nd l ca te  and t h e  hazard o f  I n ju ry  t o  members o t  t h e  publ lc. 

( 5 )  The Health Commlttee may madl fy  the order of the , 
supervisor o f  anlmsl con t ro l  by s t i p u l a t l n g  r e s t r i c t l o n s  on the keeping o f  
t h e  anlmal as a cond l t l on  of a l lowlng the  animal t o  remaln In  theClty. I t  4 

r e s t r i c t l o n s  a re  Imposed, then the kecplng o r  harbor lng o t  the animal w l t h l n  
t h e  C l t y  I n  v l o l a t l o n  of  any of  t he  r e s t r l c t l o n s  s h a l l  const l tute the 
o t tense o t  keeplng or  harborlng a v i c i ous  anlmal I n  the Clty. Restr icttons 
may Inc lude chaln lng,  muzt l lny o r  other  restraints and measures deemed by  
t h e  Hea l th  Cmml t tae  t o  be necessary t o  t he  sa te ty  o t  rhe publlc. 

( 6 )  A w r l t t e n  repo r t  o t  t h e  hear lng declslon shall be 
furnished t o  t h e  owner or person hdvlng care, con t ro l  o r  custody of the 
anlmal by  t h e  regu la to ry  author l ty .  

- - (d )  The owner of a v lc lous  or  dangerous animal shal l  be he ld  . .... .. 
. s t r i c t l y  l i a b l e  f o r  any v i o l a t i o n  o f  This sec t i on  and for any damages caused 

hereby. 
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. . . . .  
ARTICLE Y I - MISCELLANEOUS 

. . 
SEC. 4-31. FOOD AND SHELTER. 

No person shal l  fa1 l t o  provlde any anlmal i n  such person's .., 
charge or custody wlth necessary sustenance, drlnk, and protection from the 
elements, or cause any of these acts t o  be done. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .., *- 
.% 

SEC. 4-32. WDOMKNT. 

No person shal l  abandon any anlmal, o r  cause such a c t  t o  be done. 
.., . 

SEC. 4-33. FIGHT UPON EXHIBITION. 

No person shal l  malntaln any p lace  where fowl o r  any antmals are 
suffered t o  f i g h t  upon exh lb l t lon ,  o r  f o r  s p o r t  upon any wager. 

SEC. 4-34. POISONING. 

No person sha l l  poison any domestic animal or d i s t r l b u t e  polson 
I n  any manner whatsoever w i t h  the  i n t e n t  o r  for t h e  purpose of polsonlng a 
domestic animal. 

..... % - * 
. . . .  

I 
SEC. 4-35. DISEASE. . . 

No person shal l  keep or harbor any anlmal havlng t l c k  o r  f l ea  
Intestatlon or any other obvious I l lness; o r  hear t  worm or any other 
communicable or zocnotlc I l l n e s s  t ransmi t tab le  t o  anlmal or human, wlthout 
havlng sought and obtal ned approprlate medical treatment. 

SEC. 4-36. INJURING ANIMAL BY WTOR VEHICLE OR OTHER EANS. 

Any person who, as t he  operator o f  a motor vehlc le,  s t r i k e s  a 
domestlc anlmal silal l stop a t  once and render such assistance as may be 
posslble; any person I n j u r i n g  any domestic anlmal i n  any other way o r  means 
shall stop at once and render such ass ls tance as may be possl ble; and shal l  
immediately report such in ju ry  o r  death t o  t h e  animal 's owner; I n  the event 
the owner cannot be ascertained and located, such person s h a l l  o t  once I 

repor? the accldent t o  the approprlate law enforcement agency o r  t o  the 
anlmal control o f f l c e r  of  the  c l t y .  

SEC. 4-37. SME Mc POSSESSION OF CERTAIN ANICVILS. 

The to l lowlng animals, because they have a h l g h  probabi l l t y  Of 

carrylng rables and const l tu te  a danger t o  p u b l l c  h e a l t h  s h a l l  no t  be 
a l  lcwed i n  the Cl ty of Mesqu l te ,  Texas, and w i  I I be excluded from ownershlp ----+I 

as dcmestlc pets: 

..... I . . 
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., .. .. , . . . . . (a )  Skunk (Mephi t is  mephlt ls, Sp i l oga le  putor lus ,  Spl logale 
. . gracl 1 is ,  Mephl t ls  macroura, Conepatus mesoieucus, Conepatus leuconotus); .~:!.? 

( b )  Fox IVulpes f u l v a ) ;  

I. 
. . ; ... B 

( c )  Raccoon (Procyon l o t o r ) ;  

(d )  Rlngtal  l (Bassarl scus astutus): . . . .. . .. , .- .,*.:,- 
.. .. 

(e )  Bobcat (Lynx r u t u s ) ;  
:., . ,., >-?.c. 

( f )  Coyote (Canis l a t rans ) ;  

(g)  Marten (Martes martes); 

(h)  Ferrets (Mustela furo); 

Excluded anlmal s may be a l  lowed I f  they a r e  dest ined for research 
i n s t i t u t e  o r  pub l ic  display as I n  zoos. 

SEC. 4-38. LIVESTOCK - W I W U  N W R  PERMITTED; EXCEPTION. 
1 

No person shal l keep w i t h i n  the l i m i t s  o f  t h e  c i t y  more than two 
(2) hogs o r  swine, one cow, one horse, one mule, one jack and one Jenny; 
provided, t h a t  the foregoing sha l  i not  be construed t o  p r o h l b l t  any person 
engaged i n  operat ing any packinghouse or o ther  s lml  l a r  l n s t l t u t l o n  f rMl  
keeplng more than t w o  (2 )  hogs o r  one cow f o r  a temporary p e r l o d  o t  time 
await ing t h e l r  use i n  connection w l t h  the operat ion and maintenance of such 
packinghouse o r  other slmi l a r  I n s t i t u t i o n .  A l  l i lvestock shal  i be referred 

I ' 
t o  the County Sherlf  f ' s  Department t o r  Impoundment. 

SEC. 4-39. LOCATION OF PENS AND ENCLOSURES NEAR DWELLINGS. 

Hogs or swlne, bovine, equine, goats, sheep, mu les, jacks or 
jennles, a l  1 species and subspecies s h a l l  be k e p t  i n  a s u i t a b l e  pen or 
enclosure s i tua ted  n o t  less  than  th ree  hundred (300) f e e t  from any inhabited 
duel l ing ;  provided, t h a t  t h i s  d is tance requlrement shal  1 n o t  apply t o  the 
dwel l ing o f  the owner himself.  

SEC. 4-40. STANDARDS OF SANITATION FOR PENS AN0 ENCLOSURES. 

A l  l pens and enclosures used as provided I n  Sect ion 4-39 shal i be 
maintained and kept i n  such a manner as not  to become o f f e n s l v e  o r  
disagreeable by reason o f  odors o r  otherwise f o  persons r e s i  d l  ng I n  the 
v l c i n i t y  thereof  wr shal I they be maintained o r  kep t  I n  a manner that  w i l l  

,- , -  

breed f i l e s  o r  I n  any manner cause any i n j u r y  t o  the  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  p u b ! ! ~  or 
any person res ld lng  I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of the pen o r  enclosure. . ~ ... . ..- 
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SEC. 4-41. NUISANCE ANIWS. 

I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  fo rego ing  sec t ions  4-38 througii  4-40, and 
cumulative thereof, i t  I s  expressly p rov lded  t h a t  It shal l be un lawfu l  t o  .. ~~ . .  ........- 
keep or malntain any animal i n  t h e  c l t y  i n  such a manner as t o  c rea te  a 
nulsance by reason of excessive nolse, odors, f l i e s ,  dlsease o r  scch 
unsightly appearance o f  anlmals o r  premlses as t o  render hab l ta t l on  o f  . 
adJolnlng and nearby p roper ty  unpleasant or unsafe o r  t o  s u b s t a n t l a l l y  lower 
property values I n  the c i t y .  Where t h e  keep ing o f  anlmals i s  expressly 
permit ted by t h i s  chapter, such anlmals must be k e p t  I n  compliance w l t h  t h l s  
sectlon, tak ing I n t o  cons idera t ion t h e  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  premises where such 
anlmals are kept, t he  fac i  I t t i e s  p rov lded  f o r  such anlmals and the  vlew 

. presented. ..* 

Where necessary t o  prevent  t h e  ex is tence of a nuisance, a keeper 
o f  anlmals may be requ i red t o  p rov ide  proper  and s i g h t l y  f a c l l l t l e s  f o r  
anlmals, lnc ludlng pens, s h e l t e r  and fenclng,  l nc lud lng  s o l l d  fencing for 
screening purposes, and may be r e q u l r e d  to  l l m l t  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  premises 
where animals are kept  t o  a p o r t i o n  o f  such premises, such as the r e a r  yard 
o r  a p o r t l o n  thereof, p r o v i d i n g  a b u f f e r  between anlmals and other proper ty  
t o  the  extent  necessary t o  prevent a nuisance hereunder. 

I t  shal I be un lawfu l  f o r  t h e  owner o r  person i n  charge of any 
animal t o  a l  low such animal t o  f o u l  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o r  t o  defecate on t h e  
property o f  another person w 1 t hou t  immediate1 y removl ng such anlmal waste. 

I SEC. 4-42. WILD OR DANGEROUS ANIMALS PROHIBITED; EXECEPTION. 

For the purposes o f  t h l s  sect lon,  "dangerous anlmals" s h a l l  mean 
a l l  animals whlch are Inherent ly  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  domestlcatlon and lnc lud lng  
b u t  no t  l im i ted  t o  a i  I poisonous r e p t l  l e s  o f  whatever desc r ip t l on  or any 
anlmal fo r  which the re  i s  no S ta te  H e a l t h  Department approved r a b i e s  
vaccine. I t  shal l  be a v i o l a t i o n  of t h i s  sec t ion  f o r  any person t o  keep 
dangerous anlmals, as hereinabove def lned, w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  l lmlts.  

The p roh lb l t i ons  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  no t  be app l lcab le  t o  the  
keeplng of any such dangerous animals f o r  t h e  purpose o f  s c l e n t l f  i c  research 
o r  w l t h l n  the  confines o f  a we l l  I-egulated zoo o r  zoological garden 
speclf l ca l  l y  designed f o r  the housing o t  such anlmals. 

SEC. 4-43. GUARD DOES, SPEC1 AL PROVISIONS. 

Every person having care, c o n t r o l  o r  custody ot any dog whlch has 
received guard dog t r a l n i n g  must r e g l s t e r  such dog w l t h  t h e  supervisor of 
anlmal control.  Any dog whlch has rece ived guard dog t r a l n l n g  may be 
destroyed when such dog i s  tound runn ing  a t  large. The owners o r  keepers of 
guard dogs sha l l  be sub jec t  t o  t h e  o the r  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  sectlon. A 
f lourescent orange c o l l a r  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  dog as a guard dog must be worn a t  

1 e l  I tlmes, and the dog must wear a muzzle when o u t  o f  confinement. 

SECS. 4-44. - 4-50. RESERVED. 
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SECTION 2. Chapter 4, A r t l c l e  I, A r t l c l e  I I and Ar t lc le  l l  l ot the 

Code O f  Ordinances of the  C l t y  of Mesqulte, Texas, and related ordlnances, 
and any o ther ,  ordinanca of t h e  Cl ty ,  or any prov ls lon of any other ordinance ...... 
o f  t h e  C l t y ,  i n  cant l l c t  herewlth, are hereby repealed t o  the extent of s u c h  
conf l l c t .  

SECTION 3. Any person v l o l a t l n g  any of the  provlslons of t h l s  . -+ 

Ordinance sha l  l be deemed gul l t y  of a misdemeanor and upon convlctlon shal l 
be f lned n o t  more than TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS (6200.00). Each and every 
v l o l  a t  Ion ot the  prov ts lons of t h  I s  Ordlnance shal l constl tute a separate 
offense. Each and every day s h a l l  cons t l t u te  a separate vlolatlon. 

SECTION 4. It I s  hereby declared t o  be the  lntent lon of the Cl ty 
Councl l t h a t  the  sections, paragraphs, sentences, words, clauses and phrases 
o f  t h l s  Ordlnance a re  severable; and I f  any word, phrase, clause, sentence 
or sect lon o f  t h l s  Ordlnance s h a l l  be declared unconstltutlonal or lnva l ld  
by t h e  Judgment o r  decree o f  a c o u r t  o t  competent jur lsdlct lon, such 
uncons t l t u t l ona l  l t y  o r  l nva l  l d l t y  shal l  not  a t f e c t  any other remalnlng 
sectlon, paragraph, word, sentence, clause or phrase ot t h l s  Ordlnance. 

SECTION 5. The t a c t  t h a t  the  present ordlnances o f  the C l t y  of 
Mesqul t e  do n o t  adequately regu la te  thq  keeping o f  anlmals In the Cl ty 
creates an urgency and an emergency tor  the preservation of the publlc 
health, sa fe ty  and wel fare  and requlres t h a t  th :s  Ordlnance shal l  become 
e f t e c t l v e  lmmedlately from and a f t e r  i t s  passage and the pub1 lcat lon of the  
caption, as t h e  law and char ter  I n  such cases provlde. 

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by the C l t y  Councl l  ot the Clty o f  Mesquite. 
Texas, on t h e  2 1 s t  day o f  July , A.O., 1986. 

Mayor 

ATTEST: 

&d+ W n n  Prugel 1 

E l  land Archer 
I 

C i t y  Secretary Cl  t y  Attorney 
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