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AN ORDINANCE O F  THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, 
AMENDING THE CODE OF T H E  C I T Y  OF MESQUITE 
BY PROVIDING A  NEW S E C T I O N  1 0 - 7 7 ;  BY 
PROVIDING FOR CRIMINAL L I A B I L I T Y  FOR 
PARENTS AND OTHERS WHO ALLOW MINORS TO 
OPERATE MOTORIZED V E H I C L E S  I N  PROHIBITED 
AREAS OF THE C I T Y  PARKS OR UPON PRIVATE 
PROPERTY WHERE SUCH OPERATION I S  PROHIBITED 
BY LAW: BY PROVIDING CERTAIN DEFINITIONS: 
BY PROVIDING A  S E V E R A B I L I T Y  CLAUSE; BY 
PROVIDING FOR A  PENALTY NOT T O  EXCEED TWO 
HUNDRED ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  DOLLARS FOR EACH OFFENSE: 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY: 

WHEREAS, t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e s  i n  p u b l i c  p a r k  
areas devoted to  p l a y  and r e l a x a t i o n  is h a z a r d o u s  to t h o s e  l e g i t i -  
m a t e l y  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  p a r k  f a c i l i t i e s  and d a m a g e s  to t h e  p a r k  
surfaces :  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e s  u p o n  p r i v a t e  
property w h e r e  s a m e  is p r o h i b i t e d  by s i g n s  is a n  i n v a s i o n  of p r i v a t e  
property r i g h t s  and is  u n l a w f u l ;  a n d  

WHEREAS, c e r t a i n  p a r e n t s  a n d  a d u l t s  m a k e  m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  m i n o r s  of t e n d e r  years w h o  a r e  w i t h o u t  proper 
d i s c r e t i o n  and d i s c e r n m e n t  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  h a r m  oE o p e r a t i n g  s a i d  
v e h i c l e s  u p o n  p r o h i b i t e d  a reas  a n d  f a i l  to  exercise a d e q u a t e  c o n t r o l  
over the  m i n o r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  to  p r o t e c t  persons a n d  p u b l i c  a n d  
p r iva t e  property from h a r m ;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE C I T Y  COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. T h a t  C h a p t e r  T e n  ( 1 0 )  of t h e  C o d e  of t h e  C i t y  of 
Mesquite is h e r e b y  a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  S e c t i o n  1 0 - 7 7  a s  f o l l o w s :  

I t  s h a l l  be a n  o f f e n s e  and u n l a w f u l  for a p e r s o n  h a v i n g  t h e  
care,  custody and  c o n t r o l  of a m i n o r  u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  
s e v e n t e e n  ( 1 7 )  years t o  t h r o u g h  c r i m i n a l  n e g l i g e n c e  allow 
sa id  m i n o r  t o  o p e r a t e  a m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e  upon  a p u b l i c  
p a r k  w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  i n  a n  a rea  p r o h i b i t e d  b y  l a w  
con t r a ry  t o  S e c t i o n  1 0 - 7 3 ,  C o d e  of t h e  C i t y  of M e s q u i t e  
or t o  operate s a i d  m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e  u p o n  p r i v a t e  ~--- 
property i n  v i o l a t i o n  of A r t i c l e  3 0 . 0 5 ,  T e x a s  P e n a l  C o d e .  

I t  s h a l l  be u n l a w f u l  and an  o f f e n s e  f o r  a n y  p e r s o n  o v e r  
t h e  a g e  of s e v e n t e e n  ( 1 7 )  y e a r s  o f  age a n d  h a v i n g  c o n t r o l  
o v e r  a m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e  to, t h r o u g h  c r i m i n a l  n e g l i g e n c e ,  
m a k e  s a id  m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a m i n o r  u n d e r  
s e v e n t e e n  ( 1 7  ) y e a r s  o f  age  w h e r e i n  s a i d  i n o t o r i z e d  
vehicle  is o p e r a t e d  by s a i d  m i n o r  u p o n  a p u b l i c  p a r k  
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within the City in an area proh 
Section 10-73, Code of the City 

ibited by law contrary to 
of Mesquite or to 

I 
operate said motorized vehicle-upon private property in 
violation of Article 30.05, Texas Penal Code. 

Definitions: 

Criminal negligence is defined as that culpable mental 
state wherein a person having been informed once within 
the preceding twelve (12) month period that a minor 
under seventeen (17) years of age under his care, 
custody or contra1 or upon a motorized vehicle made 
available by him to said minor has operated said vehicle 
upon a prohibited public area in violation of Section 
10-93 of the Code of the City of Mesquite o r  upon 
private property in violation of Article 30.05 of the 
Texas Penal Code and who, within said twelve (12) manth 
period, fails and omits to exercise reasonable care and 
control to prevent said violation from being repeated by 
said minor. Proof that reasonable care to prevent said 
repeat violation was exercised and that said violation 
occurred notwithstanding such care shall negate criminal 
negligence. 

Motorized vehicle shall mean all wheeled or tracked 
vehicles powered by other than human or animal effort 
and shall include, among others, automobiles, trucks, 
tractors, motorcyles, motorbikes, "dirt bikesn, "three- 
wheelers" and motor scooters. It is expressly intended 
that the partial listing herein shall not exclude any 
other motorized vehicle: provided however, that 
motorized wheel chairs used by the physically 
handicapped shall not be incl~ded. 

SECTION 2. That should any paragraph, sentence, subdivision, 
clause phrase, section or provision of this ordinance be adjudged or 
held to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, the same shall not 
affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole or any part or 
provision hereof other than the part so decided to be 
unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid. 

SECTION 3. That any person, violating any of the provisions or 
terms of this ordinance shall be deemed to be gurlty of a Class C 
Misdemeanor and upon convictim in the Municipal Court shall be -. 

punished by a fine not to exceed Two Hundred (520Q.00) Dollars for 
each offense. 






