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AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 9 O F  THE CODE O F  THE C I T Y  OF 
MESQUITE, TEXAS BY ADDING CERTAIN NEW LAN- 
GUAGE TO SECTION 9-7 THEREBY ESTABLISHING TWO 
ADDI'IIONAL CHOICES FOR APARTMENTS TO D I S P O S E  
OP T H E I R  GARBAGE, REFUSE,  TRASH AND RUBBISH,  
AND ESTABLISHING CHARGES THEREFORD,  AND BY - 
DELETING CERTAIN PRESENT LANGUAGE AND ADDING 
CERTAIN NEW LANGUAGE TO SECTION 9-8 THEREBY 
CLARIFYING REQUIREMENTS, S P E C I F I C A T I O N S  AND 
LOCATIONS OF GARBAGE, RUBBISH AND TRASH 
RECEPTACLES; AND BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 9- 
1 2 . 2  MAKING I T  UNLAWFUL TO OBSTRUCT THE 
SERVICING OF A  COMMERCIAL TYPE CONTAINER; BY 
PROVIDING A  SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; BY PROVIDING 
FOR A  PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED 
( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  DOLLARS FOR EACH OFFENSE AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE C I T Y  COUNCIL OF THE C I T Y  
MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. C h a p t e r  I X ,  S e c t i o n  9-7 ( b )  is  hereby a m e n d e d  t o  r e  
as f o l l o w s ,  i'n a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  t o  r e m a i n  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c  

(b) F o r  a n  a p a r t m e n t  r e s i d e n c e ,  t h e  c h a r g e  s h a l l  be f i v e  
dollars  and t w e n t y - f i v e  c e n t s  ( $ 5 . 2 5 )  per m o n t h  for 
e a c h  a p a r t m e n t  f o r  c o l l e c t i o n .  P r o v i d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  
t h a t  t h e  charge f o r  u n i t s  u s i n g  a c e n t r a l  p i c k u p  
s t a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  t h r e e  ( $ 3 . 0 0 )  dollars p e r  m o n t h  per 
u n i t ,  for  t w i c e  w e e k l y  co l l ec t ion  and f o u r  dol lars  
and f i f t y  c e n t s  ( $ 4 . 5 0 )  p e r  m o n t h  p e r  u n i t  f o r  
t h r i ce  w e e k l y  c o l l e c t i o n .  P r o v i d e d  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  
u n i t s  u t i l i z i n g  s t a t i o n a r y  c o m p a c t o r s ,  s e rv iced  a 
m i n i m u m  o f  t w i c e  w e e k l y ,  w i l l  be c h a r g e d  t h e  s a m e  as 
t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  t y p e  c o m p a c t o r s ,  as set o u t  i n  
s u b s e c t i o n  (d) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  plus f i f t e e n  (15%)  
p e r  c e n t .  

SECTION 2.  C h a p t e r  I X ,  S e c t i o n  9-8 of t h e  C o d e  of t h e  C i t y  o f  
M e s q u i t e  is h e r e b y  a m e n d e d  t o  read a s  fo l lows,  i n  a l l  o t h e r  respect 
t o  r e m a i n  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t :  

E v e r y  p e r s o n  o w n i n g ,  m a n a g i n g ,  o p e r a t i n g ,  l e a s i n g  or 
r e n t i n g  any p r e m i s e s  or  a n y  p l a c e  w h e r e  garbage,  
r u b b i s h  or t r a s h  a c c u m u l a t e s ,  s h a l l  provide a 
s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t y  o f  receptacles for  t h e  s a n i t a r y  
storage of s u c h  g a r b a g e ,  r u b b i s h  or t r a s h .  
R e c e p t a c l e s  m a y  be c o n s t r u c t e d  of g a l v a n i z e d  i r o n ,  
t i n  or o t h e r  s u i t a b l e  meta l  o r  p l a s t i c ,  w i t h  t w o  ( 2 )  
h a n d l e s  a n d  a t i g h t - f i t t i n g  c o v e r ,  of a c a p a c i t y  o f  
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n o t  less than twenty ( 2 0 )  g a l l o n s  n o r  o v e r  t h i r t y -  
two (32) g a l l o n s ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  g r o s s  weight of  
r e c e p t a c l e  and c o n t e n t s  d o e s  n o t  exceed  f i f t y  ( 5 0 )  

. . . - .* :.., -..x 

P l a s t i c  garbage and t r a s h  b a g s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
d e s i g n e d  f o r  s o l i d  waste u s e ,  o f  a m i n i m u m  t h i c k n e s s  
of  two ( 2 )  m i l ,  and approved  f o r  p u b l i c  use  by t h e  
S a n i t a t i o n  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  may b e  used  i n  p l a c e  o f  
m e t a l  o r  p l a s t i c  c o n t a i n e r s ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  a l l  such 
bags  used a r e  s e c u r l y  t i e d  t o  p r r e v e n t  s p i l l a g e  o f  
c o n t e n t s .  

Two (2 ) -P ly  K r a f t  P a p e r  b a g s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  designed 
f o r  s o l i d  waste u s e  w i t h  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  t r a s h  
compactor ,  may b e  u s e d ,  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  
S a n i t a t i o n  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  a l l  such 
b a g s  used are  s e c u r e l y  c l o s e d  to  p r e v e n t  s p i l l a g e  of  
c o n t e n t s .  

Boxes cons t ruc ted  o f  c a r d b o a r d  o r  wood may b e  used 
a s  r e c e p t a c l e s  f o r  y a r d  t r a s h  o n l y ,  b u t  may not  be 
empt ied .  Such r e c e p t a c l e s  w i l l  b e  removed along 
w i t h  t h e  c o n t e n t s  a t  t i m e  o f  c o l l e c t i o n .  The g r o s s  
w e i g h t  of r e c e p t a c l e  and c o n t e n t a  s h a l l  n o t  exceed 
f i f t y  ( 5 0 )  pounds. 

Garbage cans ,  boxes, s a c k s  o r  b a r r e l s  of t r a s h  and 
r u b b i s h  and t r e e  l i m b s ,  which  s h a l l  b e  c u t  i n t o  
l e n g t h s  no t  exceeding f o u r  ( 4 )  f e e t ,  s h a l l  b e  placed 
i n s i d e  t h e  p roper ty  l i n e  a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  a l l e y  
where t h e r e  i s  no f e n c e .  Where t h e r e  is a  back 
f e n c e  wi th  a l l e y  g a t e ,  g a r b a g e  c a n s ,  boxes,  sacks  or 
b a r r e l s  of t r a s h ,  r u b b i s h  and t r e e  l i m b s ,  which 
s h a l l  b e  c u t  i n  l e n g t h s  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  f o u r  ( 4 1  f e e t ,  
s h a l l  be p laced a g a i n s t  t h e  i n s i d e  o f  such fence  a t  
t h e  a i d e  o f  t h e  a l l e y  g a t e .  I f  t h e r e  is no a l l e y  
g a t e ,  t h e r e  s h a l l  b e  b u i l t  a p l a t f o r m  a g a i n s t  t h e  
i n s i d e  of  t h e  fence  below t h e  t o p  of t h e  fence  s o  
t h a t  ga rbage  c o l l e c t i n g  v e h i c l e s  c a n  d r i v e  c l o s e  up  
t o  same and l i f t  t h e  g a r b a g e ,  t r a s h  and r u b b i s h  over  
t h e  f e n c e .  When t h e r e  is no  a l l e y ,  k i t c h e n  
ga rbage ,  t r a s h  and r u b b i s h  s h a l l  b e  p l a c e d  i n s i d e  
t h e  f r o n t  c u r h  l i n e  of a  s t ree t ,  to b e  c o l l e c t e d  by 
t h e  c i t y  garbage  v e h i c l e s .  

- .. ~. ..~ 
Every owner, occupant ,  t e n a n t  or lessee o f  a 
d w e l l i n g  o r  publ ic  b u i l d i n g  used  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
b u s i n e s s  o r  commercial p u r p o s e s  shall be r e q u i r e d  t o  
m a i n t a i n  o r  cause t o  be m a i n t a i n e d  c o n s t a n t  
s u p e r v i s i o n  and s u r v e i l l a n c e  o v e r  t h e  g a r b a g e  
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r e c e p t a c l e s  o n  h i s  o r  her  p r e m i s e s .  I n  a r e a s  w h e r e  
g a r b a g e  is c o l l e c t e d  from t h e  s t r e e t ,  t h e  g a r b a g e  
r e c e p t a c l e s  s h a l l  b e  p laced  a t  t he  cu rb  l i n e  n o  
e a r l i e r  t h a n  8:00 p.m. of t h e  day p reced ing  t h a t  on 
which it is t o  be c o l l e c t e d  and no l a t e r  t h a n  7 :30  
a.m.  o f  t h e  d a y  o f  col lect ion,  and s h a l l  b e  removed 
from t h e  c u r b  l i n e  no l a t e r  than  8:00 p.m. o f  t h e  
day on which i t  is c o l l e c t e d .  

SECTION 3. C h a p t e r  I X ,  o f  t h e  Code of t h e  C i t y  o f  M e s q u i t e  is 
he reby  amended by  a d d i n g  a  new S e c t i o n  9-12.2 to  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s ,  i n  
a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  t o  remain  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t :  

I t  s h a l l  b e  u n l a w f u l  f o r  a n y  person t o  o b s t r u c t  a  
commerc ia l - type  c o n t a i n e r ,  by parking  i n  f r o n t  o f  
or w i t h i n  f i v e  ( 5 )  f e e t  o f  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  a  
commerc ia l - type  c o n t a i n e r ,  or o b s t r u c t  a  
commerc ia l - type  c o n t a i n e r  i n  any manner, t o  w h e r e  
such  o b s t r u c t i o n  would i n t e r f e r e  wi th  t h e  
s e r v i c i n g  o f  t h e  commercial- type c o n t a i n e r .  

A commerc ia l - type  c o n t a i n e r  is a c o n t a i n e r  u s e d  
f o r  t h e  storage and p ickup o f  garbage ,  t r a s h  a n d  
d e b r i s ,  s u c h  c o n t a i n e r  b e i n g  i n  excess  o f  t h r e e  
( 3 )  c u b i c  y a r d s .  

I SECTION 4 .  T h a t  s h o u l d  any  word, s e n t e n c e ,  c l a u s e ,  p a r a g r a p h  or 
p r o v f a i o n  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  b e  he ld  t o  b e  i n v a l i d  o r  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
t h e  remaining p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  r ema in  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  
a n d  e f f e c t .  ;&d 

"'T* - SECTION 5. T h a t  a n y  p e r s o n ,  f i r m ,  or c o r p o r a t i o n  v i o l a t i n g  any o f  - t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  or t e r m s  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  b e  deemed to b e  g u i l t y  
o f  a Glass  C Misdemeanor,  and upon c o n v i c t i o n  i n  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  Cour t  
s h a l l  be  pun i shed  by a  f i n e  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  Two Hundred (5200 .00)  
D ~ l l a r s  f o r  e a c h  o f f e n s e .  

SECTION 6. The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  o r d i n a n c e s  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  
Mesqui te  are i n a d e q u a t e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  C i t y  of Mesqui te  c r e a t e s  an u rgency  a n d  an  
emergency and n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  o rd inance  become e f f e c t i v e  
immedia te ly  from and a f t e r  i ts d a t e  o f  passage  and t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  
i t s  c a p t i o n  a s  t h e  l a w  i n  such  c a s e s  p r o v i d e s .  

DULY PASSED A N D  APPROVED by t h e  C i t y  Council  o f  t h e  City of 
Mesqui te .  Texas ,  on t h e  20th day  o f  J a n u a r y ,  A.D., 1986 .  

Mayor 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

E l l and  Archer 
C i t y  S e c r e t a r y  C i t y  At to rney  




