
ORDINANCE NO. 2256 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS I 

AMENDING CHAPTER 5 O F  THE CODE OF THE CITY 
OF MESQUITE BY ADOPTION O F  THE UNIFORM 
BUILDING CODE, 1 9 8 5  EDITION: BY PROVIDING 
CERTAIN AMENDMENTS AND DELETIONS TO SAID 
UNIFORM BUILDING CODE; BY PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE: BY PROVIDING FOR A 
PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED ($200.00) 
DOLLARS FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY: 

NOW, THEREFORE, B E  IT  ORDAINED BY THE C I T Y  COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. T h a t  C h a p t e r  5 of t h e  C o d e  of t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite  is 
hereby amended e f f e c t i v e  J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 8 6  a s  follows, i n  a l l  o the r  
respects to r e m a i n  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  a n d  e f fec t :  

1. S e c t i o n  5-4 of C h a p t e r  5 is a m e n d e d  by c h a n g i n g  t h e  p h r a s e ,  
" U n i f o r m  B u i l d i n g  C o d e ,  1 9 8 2  E d i t i o n "  to  U n i f o r m  B u i l d i n g  C o d e  1985 
E d i t i o n * .  -. 

P r o v i d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  U n i f o r m  B u i l d i n g  C o d e ,  1 9 8 5  E d i t i o n  adopted 

I h e r e i n  a n d  S e c t i o n  5 - 5  of C h a p t e r  5 o f  t h e  C o d e  o f  t h e  C i t y  of 
M e s q u i t e  is h e r e b y  a m e r . d e d  as C o l l o w s ,  i n  a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  t o  r e m a i n  
i n  f u l l  f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t :  

S e c t i o n  5-5 D e l e t i o n s  a n d  A m e n d m e n t s :  

A. D e l e t i o n s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  U n i f o r m  B u i l d i n g  
C o d e ,  1 9 8 5  E d i t i o n ,  a re  h e r e b y  d e l e t e d :  

S e c t i o n  304; 
S e c t i o n  1 8 0 7 ,  p a r a g r a p h  (m), s u b p a r a g r a p h s  4 a n d  5 :  
3 3 1 0  ( b )  
3802 ( A )  
3806 ( b )  

B. A m e n d m e n t s .  T h e  U n i f o r m  B u i l d i n g  C o d e ,  1 9 8 5  E d i t  i o n ,  h e r e t o -  
f o r e  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  C i t y  o f  M e s q u i t e ,  is amended  as f o l l o w s :  

4 1 4 .  T h e  n e x t  t o  t h e  Last p a r a g r a p h  i n  S e c t i o n  4 5 4  is 
amended t o  read :  - 
MEZZANINE o r  MEZZANINE FLOOR is a n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  f l oo r  p l a c e d  
i n  a n y  s tory or r o o m .  A m e z z a n i n e  f l o o r  s h e l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d  
aa  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  s t c ry .  T h e  clear h e i g h t  above 
or b e l o w  a m e z z a n i n e  f l o o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  not  less 
than s e v e n  ( 7 )  f ee t .  

... ..... ............ 
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503. S e c t i o n  5 0 3  ( d )  E x c e p t i o n s  3  to read a s  fo l lows:  m 
3. I n  t h e  one -hour  occupancy s e p a r a t i o n  between a  Group R3 and M 
Occupancy, t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  may b e  l i m i t e d  t o  the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  . 
n o t  less t h a n  o n e - h a l f  i n c h  t h i c k n e s s  gypsum board c o n s t r u c t i o n  on  
t h e  g a r a g e  side a n d  a w e a t h e r - s t r i p p e d  d o o r  w i l l  be p e r m i t t e d  i n  
l i e u  o f  a one-hour  f i r e  a s s e m b l y .  F i r e  dampers s h a l l  not b e  
r e q u i r e d  i n  d u c t s  p i e r c i n g  t h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  fo r  d u c t s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
o f  n o t  less t h a n  No. 26 gauge g a l v a n i z e d  steel .  

507.  S e c t i o n  5 0 7  is amended b y  a d d i n g  a  t h i r d  e x c e p t i o n  t o  r ead :  

3. Apar tments ,  condominiums a n d  townhouses  s h a l l  be l i m i t e d  to 
t h r e e  ( 3 )  stor ies  n o t  t o  exceed  t h i r t y - f i v e  (35) f e e t  i n  h e i g h t  a s  
measured from t h e  l o w e s t  l e v e l  of f i r e  depar tment  v e h i c l e  a c c e s s  
t o  t h e  t o p  p l a t e  o f  t h e  upper m o s t  s t o r y .  

1202.  S e c t i o n  1 2 0 2  (b) is amended by changing t h e  t h i r d  
p a r a g r a p h  ( f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  b e f o r e  t h e  Excep t ion)  to r e a d  a s  
f o l l o w s r  

Every a p a r t m e n t  h o u s e  t h r e e  ( 3 )  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  and e v e r y  
h o t e l  t h r e e  ( 3 )  stories o r  more i n  h e i g h t  s h a l l  have an  approved 
f i r e  a l a r m  s y s t e m .  

3202. S e c t i o n  3202 ( b )  ( 2 )  i a  amended to read: I 
2. F i r e  r e t a r d a n t  C l a s s  C roof  c o v e r i n g s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  on a l l  
m u l t i - f a m i l y  a n d  townhouse  u n i t s  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  s i z e  and h e i g h t  
of t h e  u n i t s .  F i r e  r e t a r d a n t  C l a s a  C r o o f i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  
d e f i n e d  a s  any  r o o f i n g  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  m e e t s  ASTH E-108 F i r e  T e s t  
S p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  r o o f i n g  and h a s  been  t e s t e d  and approved by a 
na t iona1Ly  r e c o g n i z e d  t e s t i n g  l a b o r a t o r y .  

I n  t h o s e  cases w h e r e  i t  p r o v e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e p l a c e  a l l  or 
p a r t  o f  an  o r d i n a r y  wood s h i n g l e  r o o f ,  C l a s s  C composit ion 
s h i n g l e s  may b e  o v e r l a i d  on  t h e  wood s h i n g l e s .  

3202. S e c t i o n  3202 (b) ( 3 )  is h e r e b y  d e l e t e d .  

3304. S e c t i o n  3304 ( c )  is amended t o  i n c l u d e  a t l r i rd  excep t ion  to  
r e a d  r 

3. In Group R ,  D i v i s i o n  3 Occupancy  e x i t s  which a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  
by Table  33-A may b e  p rov ided  w i t h  d e a d  b o l t s  and similar  d e v i c e s  
which  a r e  o p e n a b l e  f r o m  t h e  i n s i d e  w i t h  t h e  use o f  a key. Such 
d e v i c e s  must b e  moun ted  a t  a h e i g h t  n o t  to  exceed f o r t y - e i g h t  ( 4 8 )  

---1nchea above t h e  f i n i s h e d  f l o o r  . -- 
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I 3310. S e c t i o n  3310 ( b )  i s  hereby amended to  r e a d :  

( b )  Where a  f l o o r  o f  a n y  s t o r y  is l o c a t e d  more t h a n  t h i r t y -  
f i v e  (351  f e e t  above t h e  h i g h e s t  g r a d e ,  o n e  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e d  e x i t a  - 
s h a l l  b e  a smokeproof e n c l o s u r e .  

3802. S e c t i o n  3802 ( a )  i s  amended to read: 

(a) Where R e q u i r e d .  An a u t o m a t i c  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  s h a l l  b e  
i n s t a l l e d  t h r o u g h o u t  a 1 1  b u i l d i n g s  of more  t h a n  t h r e e  ( 3 )  s t o r i e s ,  
o r  t h o s e  whose h e i g h t  e x c e e d s  t h i r t y - f i v e  ( 3 5 )  f e e t  a s  measured 
from t h e  l o w e s t  l e v e l  o f  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  v e h i c l e  a c c e s s  to  t h e  t o p  
p l a t e  o f  t h e  uppermost  s t o r y  and a n  a u t o m a t i c  f i r e  e x t i n g u i s h i n g  
sys tem s h a l l  be i n s t a l l e d  i n  the  o c c u p a n c i e s  and l o c a t i o n s  a s  set 
f o r t h  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

F o r  s p e c i a l  p r o v i s i o n s  on  h a z a r d o u s  c h e m i c a l s  a n d  magnesium, 
and c a l c i u m  c a r b i d e ,  see t h e  F i r e  Code. 

3806. S e c t i o n  3806 ( b )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :  

(b) Every  b u i l d i n g  s i x  ( 6 )  s tor ies  o r  m o r e  i n  h e i g h t  s h a l l  be 
p r o v i d e d  w i t h  n o t  less t h a n  one C l a s s  I s t a n d p i p e  for use d u r i n g  
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Such s t a n d p i p e s  s h a l l  be i n s t a l l e d  when t h e  
p r o g r e s s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  is n o t  more t h a n  t h i r t y - f i v e  ( 3 5 )  f e e t  i n  
h e i g h t  a b o v e  g r a d e .  Such s t a n d p i p e  s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  Eire I 
d e p a r t m e n t  i n l e t  c o n n e c t i o n s  a s  a c c e s s i b l e  l o c a t i o n s  a d j a c e n t  t o  
u s a b l e  s t a i r s .  Such s t a n d p i p e  s y s t e m s  s h a l l  b e  e x t e n d e d  a s  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o g r e s s e s  t o  w i t h i n  o n e  (1) f l o o r  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  
p o i n t  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a v i n g  s e c u r e d  d e c k i n g  or f l o o r i n g .  

I n  e a c h  f l o o r  t h e r e  s h a l l  be p r o v i d e d  a  t w o  and one-ha l f  
( 2  1 /2 )  i n c h  v a l v e  o u t l e t  £ o r  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  u s e .  Where 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  h e i g h t  r e q u i r e s  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  C l a s s  I1 s t a n d p i p e ,  
f i r e  pumps and  w a t e r  ma in  c o n n e c t i o n s  s h a l l  be p r o v i d e d  to s e r v e  
t h e  s t a n d p i p e .  

A l l  o t h e r  amendments h e r e t o f o r e  a d o p t e d  i n  S e c t i o n  5-5 s h a l l  
remain i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and  e f f e c t .  

SECTION 2. Tha t  a l l  o r d i n a n c e s ,  o r  p o r t i o n s  t h e r e o f ,  o f  t h e  C i t y  
of  Mesquite  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e ,  to  t h e  
e x t e n t  o f  s u c h  c o n f l i c t  a r e  h e r e b y  r e p e a l e d .  To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  s u c h  
o r d i n a n c e s  or p o r t i o n s  t h e r e o f  n o t  i n  c o n f l i c t  h e r e w i t h ,  t h e  same 
s h a l l  remain  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t .  

SECTION 3. Tha t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  S e c t i o n  1 o f  t h i s  - 
ord inance ,  s h a l l  b e  used  o n l y  i n  t h e  manner and  for  t h e  p u t p o s e s  
provided f o r  by t h e  Comprehensive Zoning O r d i n a n c e  o f  1973.  

SECTION 4 .  Tha t  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  change  s h a l l  be, and i t  i a ,  g r a n t e d  
s u b j e c t  to any development  oE t h e  land h e r e i n  b e i n g  deve loped  i n  
conformi ty  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  oE c u r r e n t  a n d / o r  f u t u r e  d r a i n a g e  
improvement o r d i n a n - e s  o f  t h e  C i t y  of M e s q u i t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  Ordinance  
No. 1249 o f  t h e  M e s ~ u i t e  C i t y  Code. . ~ ~ ..",. . . . .  ..?Ha 



SECTION 5. T h a t  s h o u l d  a n y  paragraph,  sentence ,  s u b d i v i s i o n ,  
c l a u s e ,  p h r a s e ,  or s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  ord inance  be adjudged o r  h e l d  to  b 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  i l l e g a l ,  o r  i n v a l i d ,  t h e  same s h a l l  not a f f e c t  t h e  
v a l i d i t y  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  a s  a whole o r  any p a r t  o r  p r o v i s i o n  h e r e o f  
o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p a r t  so dec ided  t o  be i n v a l i d ,  i l l e g a l ,  or 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and  s h a l l  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  
Comprehensive Zoning O r d i n a n c e  as  a whole. 

SECTION 6.  T h a t  a n y  p e r s o n ,  f i r m ,  or c o r p o r a t i o n  v i o l a t i n g  a n y  o f  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o r  t e r m s  of t h i s  ord inance  s h a l l  be deemed to b e  g u i l t y  
o f  a C l a s s  C Misdemeanor and s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  same p e n a l t y  a s  p r o v i d e d  
f o r  i n  t h e  Comprehens ive  Zoning Ordinance o f  1973, o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  
Mesqui te .  and  upon c o n v i c t t o r )  i n  t h e  Municipal Court: s h a l l  be p u n i s h e d  
by a f i n e  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  Two Hundred ($200.00)  Dollars f o r  e a c h  
o f f e n s e .  

SECTION 7. The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  o rd inances  of  the  C i t y  o f  
Mesqui te  are i n a d e q u a t e  to p r o t e c t  the  h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  Mesqui te  c r e a t e s  an urgency and a n  
emergency and n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  ord inance  become e f f e c t i v e  
i m m e d i a t e l y  f rom and  a f t e r  i t s  d a t e  o f  passage and t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of 
its c a p t i o n  as  t h e  l a w  i n  s u c h  c a s e s  provides .  

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by t h e  C i t y  Council  Of t h e  C i t y  o f  
Mesqu i t e ,  Texaa  o n  t h e  2nd d a y  o f  December A.D., 1985. 

&,& 
Mrs. Brunh i l ee  ~ y s t r o m  

Mayor 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

1 2 - 

Ly&h P r u g e l  V Elland Archer 
C i t y  S e c r e t a r y  C i t y  At to rney  


