
ORDINANCE NO. 2225 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE. TEXAS. 
-FIXING WATER RATES, CUSTOMER METER DEPOSITS 
AND POLICY FOR RILLING AND COLLECTION; BY 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES I N  CONFLICT WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF THIS ORDINANCE; BY PROVIDING 
FOR A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE: BY PROVIDING FOR A 
PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED ($200.00) 
DOLLARS FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE. BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MESQUITE. TEXAS! 

SECTION 1. Water  Ratea - E f f e c t i v e  O c t o b e r  1, 1985 the w a t e r  
rates t o  be  charged and c o l l e c t e d  by t h e  C i t y  oE Mesquite ,  Texas ,  front 
all c u s t o m e r s  o b t a i n i n g  s e r v i c e  from s a i d  Waterwork* Sys tem of s a i d  
C i t y ,  s h a l l  be and a r e  h e r e b y  f i x e d  a s  set f o r t h  below: 
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F i r s t  1 ,000 g a l l o n s  (minimum monthly c h a r g e )  $3.50 

, 3 Next 9,000 g a l l o n s  . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.00 p a r  1 ,000 ga ls .  
. . <. '. *; --* . . . . * . . . . . . .  
, .::% .:..:. Over 10,000 g a l l o n s  

........ 

.85  p e r  1 ,000  gala.  

. . 
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Apartment  complexes w i t h  more t h a n  one u n i t  a r e  b i l l e d  by  d i v i d i n g  

- V*'" 
t h e  t o t a l  number of g a l l o n s  consumed by t h e  number of u n i t s  i n  t h e  

&.+ 
a p a r t m e n t  complex a n d  computing t h e  b i l l  as though each  u n i t  was a 

. . 
~ ' " I I " .  . .: , .y s e p a r a t e  r e s i d e n c e  u s i n g  t h e  average number o f  g a l l o n s .  

SECTION 2 .  Depos i t s  f o r  Se rv ice  - T h a t  a  d e p o s i t  s h a l l  be made a t  
t h e  t i m e  o f  making a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  w a t e r  s e r v i c e ,  t h e  minimum amount 
of which s h a l l  be a s  fo l lows :  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  R e s i d e n t i a l  $25 .OO 
.,s*: .... .., . B', &gg; Commercial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  39.00 o r  
.:m;*- t h r e e  months e s t ima ted  w a t e r  u t i l i t y  

. 
. , I;.. 

b i l l  whichever is l a r g e r  

e ; . b..;;~; k:.. .. Commercial cus tomers  whose d e p o s i t  is c a l c u l a t e d  t o  b e  Two Hundred 
.-..4 . . F i f t y  D o l l a r s  ($250.00), or  l a r g e r ,  may e l e c t  t o  p l a c e  a  S u r e t y  Bond 

....Glpwg '.* w i t h  t h e  C i t y  in l i e u  of a Cash. Bond. T h e  s u r e t y  company m u s t  b e  

. . 
m : y -  &$: ,:.I 

a u t h o r i z e d  a a v i n g s  account  tc do may b u s i n e s s  b e  made i n  i n  Da l l a s  l i e u  o f  County ,  a c a s h  Texas. o r  s u r e t y  An a s s i g n m e n t  d e p o a i t .  o f  a 

-~ k*?&~ 
~ . - .... 

R e s i d e n t i a l  and Commercial cus tomers  m u s t  p rov ide  i d c r n t i f i c a t i o n  
of t h e  p e r s o n  i n  whose name the  s e r v i c e  is t o  k e  b i l l e d  by s u p p l y i n g  a 
d r i v e . r s  l i c e n s e  number o r  o t h e r  i d e n t f f i s a t i o ~ l  showing p r o o f  o f  name. 

~ . .  ................... 



(a) U t i o _ n a l  D e p o s i t s  - R e s i d e n t i a l  - When and i f  it is found  
t h a t  t h e  d e p o s i t  r e q u i r e d ,  and as c o l l e c t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  above I 
s c h e d u l e ,  is n o t  s u f E i c i e n t  to p r o t e c t  t h e  C i t y  f r o m - l o s s e s ,  and it 
becomes necessa ry  t o  d i s c o n n e c t  s e r v i c e  to  anv c u s t o m e r  because  of rn 

. - 
non-payment of h i s  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  b i l l .  t h e  city s h a l l  require a n  I 

a d d i t i o n a l .  d e p o s i t  oE Seven D o l l a r s  a n d  P i f t y  C e n t s  ( $ 7 . 5 0 ) ,  up to a 
maximum d e p o s i t  o f  Seventy F i v e  D o l l a r s  ($75 .00)  o r  t h r e e  months 
e s t i m a t e d  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  b i l l  w h i c h e v e r  is  l a r g e r ,  b e f o r e  wa te r  s e r v i c e  
is reconnected .  Non-payment o f  a  c u s t o m e r ' s  water c h a r g e  o c c u r s  when 
a two-month b i l l  is not p a i d  on  t h e  d u e  d a t e  s p e c i f i e d  on t h e  water- 
u t i l i t y  b i l l  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  S e c t i o n  3 of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e .  

( b )  A d d i t i o n a l  Depos i t s  - Commercial - When and i f  i t  is found 
t h a t  t h e  d e p o s i t  r e q u i r e d ,  and a s  c o l l e c t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  above 
s c h e d u l e ,  is no t  s u £ £ i c i e n t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  C i t y  from losses, and it  
becomes necessa ry  t o  d i s c o n n e c t  s e r v i c e  to  any c u s t o m e r  because  o f  
non-payment of h i s  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  b i l l ,  t h e  C i t y  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  an  
a d d i t i o n a l  d e p o s i t  of Ten D o l l a r s  ( $ 1 0 . 0 0 ) ,  up to  a maximum d e p o s i t  of 
S e v e n t y  Five D o l l a r s  ($75.00) or t h r e e  months e s t i m a t e d  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  
b i l l  whichever is l a r g e r ,  b e f o r e  w a t e r  s e r v i c e  is reconnec ted .  Non- 
payment of a  cus tomer ' s  w a t e r  c h a r g e  o c c u r s  when a  two-month b i l l  is 
not: p a i d  on t h e  d u e  d a t e  s p e c i f i e d  on t h e  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  b i l l  a s  
d e f i n e d  i n  S e c t i o n  3 o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e .  

( c )  D e f i c i e n t  Depoei t s  - Commercia l  - When and i f  i t  is found 
t h a t  a  commercial customer was c o n n e c t e d  Eor w a t e r - u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  
b e f o r e  the  d e p o s i t  requi rement  o f  t h r e e  months e s t i m a t e d  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  
b i l l  w a s  i n  e f f e c t ,  and t h a t  commerc ia l  cus tomer  is t w o  months p a s t  
due t h r e e  t imes  i n  a  one-year p e r i o d ,  t h e  commercia l  cus tomer  s h a l l  be  

. I 
r e q u i r e d  t o  p l a c e  a d d i t i o n a l  d e p o s i t  o r  s u r e t y  bond g r e a t  enough to  

. , ,~ :*.-j e q u a l  t h r e e  months e s t i m a t e d  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  h i l l .  ..-.~. & ( d )  Customer Returninq t o  t h e  C i t y  - R e s i d e n t i a l ,  o r  Commercial - d When and  i f  a  c u s t o m ~ r e v i ~ u s l ~  l i v e d  i n  Mesqu i t e  and had C i t y  
w a t e r - u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  and a p p l i e s  t o  h a v e  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  
a g a i n ,  the  foLlowing c o n d i t i o n s  must  b e  m e t  b e f o r e  w a t e r  s e r v i c e  w i l l  
be connected:  

(1) I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  m u s t  be  p r o v i d e d  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  i n  
whose name the  s e r v i c e  is t o  be b i l l e d  bv  s u ~ ~ l v i n a  a - -  - u 

d r i v e r s  l i c e n s e  number o r  o t h e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
showing proof o f  name. 

( 2 )  A l l  unpaid b i l l s  o n  t h e  c u s t o m e r ' s  p r e v i o u s  
accounts  m u s t  be p a i d .  

( 3 )  The amount of d e p o s i t  r e q u i r e d  w i l l  be  t h e  same 
amount a s  the  cus tomer  had w h e n  s e r v i c e  wag d iscon- .  -. . - --- 1 
nected a t  t he  p r e v i o u s  a d d r e s s ,  or t h e  d e p o s i t  must 
be enough t o  equa l  t h e  amount of unpaid  b i l l s  t h a t  
the  cus tomer  had o u t s t a n d i n g ,  w h i c h e v e r  is g r e a t e r .  



I r ( e )  B u i l d e r ' s  Depos i t  - When and i f  a  b u i l d e r  is i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  
o f  c o n s t r u c t i n q  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  h o u s e ,  a d e p o s i t  of  F i v e  Dollars ($5 .00)  
p e r  h o u s e  be ing  c o n s t r u c t e d  is r e q u i t e d .  -FOK each commercial  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  b e i n a  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  t h e  b u i l d e r  is r e q u i r e d  to p l a c e  a 
d e p o s i t  o f  ~ i f t e e ~ " 0 o l l a r s  ( $ 1 5 ; 0 0 ) .  

(f) F i r e  Hydrant Meter D e p o s i t  - When and i f  a  cus tomer  r e q u e s t s  
t h a t  a meter be placed o n  a f i r e  h y d r a n t ,  the customer is r e q u i r e d  t o  
 lace a d e w o s i t  of Three  Hundred P i f t v  D o l l a r s  ($350 .00) .  R e q u e s t s  
> o r  s u c h  f i r e  hydran t  meters a r e  u s u a i l y  made by pav ing  c o n t r a c t o r s  
and o t h e r s  t h a t  do n o t  h a v e  a  r e g u l a r  meter from which to o b t a i n  C i t y  
w a t e r .  

SECTION 3. B i l l i n g  and  C o l l e c t i o n  Procodure - The meter f o r  e a c h  
w a t e r  u t i l i t y  customer s h a l l  b e  r e a d  monthly,  and t h e  cus tomer  e h a l l  
b e  b i l l e d  f o r  t h e  water  used  s ince t h e  l a s t  p r e v i o u s  meter r e a d i n g .  
T h e r e  s h a l l  be a per iod  o f  t e n  d a y s  Prom t h e  b i l l i n g  d a t e  w i t h i n  which 
t i m e  t h e  cus tomer  may pay t h e  a c t u a l  ( n e t )  amount of  h i s  b i l l .  

I f  t h e  b i l l  is n o t  p a i d  by t h e  due  d a t e  a s  set o u t  on t h e  face  of  
t h e  b i l l ,  a  p e n a l t y  o f  t e n  (10%) percent  is added, a n d  t h e  g r o s s  
amount is t h e n  due.  Should  a n y  c u s t o m e r ' s  b i l l  remain unpaid  o n  t h e  
b i l l i n g  da te  f o r  the  nex t  month ' s  b i l l ,  t h e  unpaid amount w i l l  a p p e a r  

.*.. ,d on t h e  b i l l  as baing i n  * p r e v i o u s  b a l a n c e " .  The cus tomer  s h a l l  
i.,I,:.. 

. . 0 
r e c e i v e  a w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  amount of t h e  b i l l  

m (shown a s  n e t  amount) s h a l l  b e  due  and payab le  w i t h i n  t e n  d a y s  f r o m  
.x*.. j t h e  b i l l i n g  d a t e ,  and t h a t  i f  no t  p a i d  w i t h i n  t e n  d a y s ,  w a t e r  s e r v i c e  
.!.?- - s h a l l  be d i s c o n n e c t e d .  

. . .. ! 
.!. .. ~ If t h e  water s e r v i c e  is d i s c o n n e c t e d ,  t h e  customer must pay t h e  

t o t a l  b i l l  d u e ,  p lus  an a d d i t i o n a l  d e p o s i t  accord ing  t o  S e c t i o n  2 ( a )  
o r  (b) above ,  p l u s  a  r e c o n n e c t i o n  f e e  b e f o r e  wa te r  s e r v i c e  w i l l  b e  
r e c o n n e c t e d .  The r e c o n n e c t i o n  f e e  is a s  fol lows:  

. 
... , ~.. 8:00 a .m .  t o  S:00 p.m. Monday t h r o u g h  Fr iday $ 5.00 

A f t e r  5:00 p.m. or on weekends and h o l i d a y s  $ 10.00 

If  t h e  cus tomer  pays  t h e  Customer Serviceman when he  g o e s  to t h e  
h o u s e  or b u s i n e s s  to d i s c o n n e c t  t h e  s e r v i c e  f o r  nonpayment, t h e  
c u s t o m e r  must  pay t h e  to ta l  b i l l  d u e  p l u s  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  d e p o s i t  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  S e c t i o n  2 (a) or ( b )  above p l u s  a  s e r v i c e  f e e  o f  T h r e e  
D o l l a r s  ( $ 3 . 0 0 ) .  

A s e r v i c e  charge  o f  F i v e  D o l l a r s  ($5 .00)  w i l l  a l s o  be c h a r g e d  for 
e a c h  s e r v i c e  c a l l  t h a t  a Customer Serviceman makes t o  a c u s t o m e r  t h a t  
.has been d i s c o n n c c t c d  E 3 1 ;  non-psyment when a  customer r e c o n n e c t s  h i s  - 
w a t e r  s e r v i c e  h imsel f  w i t h o u t  pay ing  t h e  t o t a l  amount due  or i f  a 
c u s t o m e r  h a s  moved i n t o  a house  a n d  t u r n e d  t h e  wa te r  o n  w i t h o u t  
p l a c i n g  a d e p o s i t  wi th  t h e  C i t y .  



A s e r v i c e  c h a r g e  o t  Ten D o l l a r s  ( $10 .00 )  w i l l  be c h a r g e d  i f  a 
meter h a s  been removed for  non-payment o f  a w a t e r - u t i l i t y  b i l l .  I 

A s e r v i c e  o f  F i f t y  D o l l a r s  ( $50 .00 )  w i l l  be c h a r g e d  when a jumper m 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  is L-emoved. .- -.... -.2 ..-: : .d.. .*h. -%-=c~v>:;;2>7---s.T . . . . . . . .  

Water may be t u r n e d  o n  f o r  c l e a n i n g  p u r p o s e s  f o r  t e n  days  w i t h  a n  
advance payment of  F i v e  Dollars ( $ 5 . 0 0 ) .  

When and  i f  a  c u s t o m e r  p a y s  h i s  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  b i l l  by check  and 
t h e  c u s t o m e r ' s  bank w i l l  n o t  hono r  t h e  check ,  t h e  c h e c k  is r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h e  C i t y  and  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  is m a i l e d  t o  t h e  c u s t o m e r  g i v i n g  f i v e  ( 5 )  
d a y s  i n  which t o  r edeem t h e  check .  I f  t h e  r e t u r n e d  c h e c k  is n o t  
redeemed b y  t h e  c u s t o m e r  by 3:00 p.m. on t h e  f i f t h  ( 5 t h )  day, t h e  
c u s t o m e r ' s  s e r v i c e  s h a l l  be d i s c o n n e c t e d .  The r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a n  
a d d i t i o n a l  d e p o s i t  a s  s t a t e d  i n  S e c t i o n  2  ( a )  or ( b )  a b o v e  p l u s  t h e  
r e c o n n e c t i o n  f e e  a s  s t a t e d  i n  p a r a g r a p h  3 o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m u s t  b e  p a i d  
b e f o r e  t h e  customer's w a t e r  s e r v i c e  is r e c o n n e c t e d .  

A s e r v i c e  c h a r g e  o f  $5.00 w i l l  be  c h a r g e d  e a c h  t i m e  a check is 
r e t u r n e d  from t h e  b a n k .  

SECTION 4 .  T h a t  a l l  o r d i n a n c e s  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  M e s q u i t e  i n  
c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  b e ,  a n d  t h e  same a r e  
he reby  r e p e a l e d .  T o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  such  o r d i n a n c e s  or p o r t i o n s  
t h e r e o f  n o t  i n  c o n f l i c t  h e r e w i t h ,  t h e  same s h a l l  r e m a i n  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  
and e f f e c t .  

SECTION 5. T h a t  s h o u l d  any  p a r a g r a p h ,  s e n t e n c e ,  s u b d i v i s i o n ,  
c l a u s e ,  p h r a s e ,  o r  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  be a d j u d g e d  or h e l d  t o  b e  
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  i l l e g a l ,  or  i n v a l i d ,  t h e  s a m e  s h a l l  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  
v a l i d i t y  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  a s  a  whole  o r  any  p a r t  or p r o v i s i o n  h e r e o f  
o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p a r t  so d e c i d e d  t o  b e  i n v a l i d ,  i l l e g a l ,  or 
u n c o n s t i t u t l o ~ l a l  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  aEfect t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  
Comprehensive Z o n i n g  O r d i n a n c e  as a whole. 

SECTION 6. T h a t  a n y  p e r s o n ,  f i r m ,  or c o r p o r a t i o n  v i o l a t i n g  any of 
t h o  p r o v i s i o n s  or t e r m s  of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  be deemed  t o  be g u i l t y  
o f  a C l a s s  C Misdemeanor  and  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  same p e n a l t y  a s  p r o v i d e d  
f o r  i n  t h e  Comprehens ive  Zoning O r d i n a n c e  of 1 9 7 3 ,  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  
Mesqui te ,  and upon  c o n v i c t i o n  i n  t h e  Mun ic ipa l  C o u r t  s h a l l  be p u n i s h e d  
by a f i n e  n o t  to e x c e e d  Two Hundred ($200 .00)  D o l l a r s  f o r  e ach  
o f f e n s e .  

S E C T I O N  7. Whereas ,  t h e  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  r a t e s ,  m e t e r  d e p o s i t s  and  
p o l i c y  for b i l l i n g  and  c o l l e c t i o n  a re  i n a d e q u a t e  and i n  o r d e r  to  
p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  c o m f o r t ,  and g e n e r a l  we l fa re  of t h e  C i t y  
o f  K o s q u i t e ,  c r e a t e s  a n  u r g e n c y  and ail emergency  f o r  t h e  p r e e s r v a t i o n  -~ 
o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  and w e l f a r e  a n d  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  



o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  from and aEte~- its p a s s a g e  and 
p u b l i c a t i o n  of s a i d  o r d i n a n c e ,  a s  t h e  l a w  i n  s u c h  c a s e s  p r o v i d e a .  

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED b y  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  of t h e  C i t y  of 
M e s q u i t e ,  Texas on t h e  16th  d a y  o f  September A . D . ,  1985.  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .- .... .- u... . ;* .. 
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- .  E l l a n d  A r c h e r  

Mrs. B r u n h i l d e  mystrom 
Mayor 

ATTEST: APPROVED A S  TO FORM: 

C i t y  S e c r e t a r y  C i t y  A t t o r n e y  




