ORDINANCE NO. 2193

AN ORDINANCE OfF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS
REPEALING CHAPTER 17 OF THE CODE OF THE
CITY OF MESQUITE AND ADOPTING A NEW CHAPTER
17 IN LIEU THEREGF PRESCRIBING THE RULES
AND REGULATIONS UNDER WHICH TAXICAB
FRANCHISES AND PERMI{TH MAY BE GRANTED AND
UNDER WHICH TAXICAHE MAY BE OPERATED WITHIN
THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR THE LICENSING OF
OPERATORS AND FOR ‘THE BUSPENSION AND
REVOCATION THEREOK: BY PHOVIDING A
SEVERABLITY CLAUSE; BY PROVIDING A PENALTY
NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200.00)

FOR EACH OFFENSE) AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF MESBQUITE, TEXAS:

SECTION 1,

is hereby repealed.
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ARTICLE V1. FARES
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6.1. Rates of fare. _

6.2. Display of rate card. -

6.3, Computation of fares. '

6.4, Design and testing of taximetersy Fees. ;

6.5. Fare collection procedures. ;
ARTICLE VII. VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT

7.1, False representation as taxicab.

7.2. Vehicle requirsments and inspections.

7.3. Required equipment.

7.4. Vehicle ¢olor scheme and distinctive markings. :

7.5, Required vehicle identificatlon. i

7.6, Taxicab decals. !

7.7. OFf duty status of taxicabas.

7.8, Removal of eguipment,

ARTICLE VLIII. ENFORCEMENT

8.1, Authorlity to inapect. -
8.2, Enforcement by police department,
B.3. Correction order. 4
8.4, Service of notice. :
8,5, Appeal.

8.6, Criminal offenses.

ARTICLE [. GHNERAL PROVISIONS

BECTION 1.1. B8TATEMENT OF POLICY, it ia the pollcy of the city
Of MeaqQuite to provide for and to promote adequate and efficient
taxlcab service in the clty. To this end, thie chapter provides for
the ragulation of taxicab rates and services, to be carried out in a
manner that protects the public health and safety, promotes the
public convenience and necessity, and rvesgpects the concept of free
enterprise. 1

SECTION 1.2, GENERAL AUTHOKITY AND DUTY OF DIRECTOR. The
director shall implement and enforce this chapter and may by written
order eatablish such rules or regulations, not inconsistent with
thle chapter, ae he determines are neceasary to discharge his duty
under, or to effaect the policy of this chapter.

e B e LE L L)

BECTION 1,3, ESTABLISHMENT OF RULES AND REGULATIONS,

{(a) Before adopting, amending, or abolishing a rule or
regulation, the director shall hold & publie hearing on the
praoposal,
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{(b) The director shall fix the time and place of the hearing
and in addition to notice re@ulred under Article 62%82-17, Vernon's
Texas Civil Statutes, shall notify each holder and such other s
perasons as the director determines are ilnterested in the subjest '
matter of the hearing.

{¢) After the publi¢ hearing the director shall notify the
holders and other interested persons of his action and shall post an
order adopting, amending, or abolilahling a rule or regulation on the .
official bulletin board in the city hall for a period of not fewer :
than 10 days. The order becomes effective immediately upon '
axplration of the posting period.

SECTION 1.4, BXCLUSIONS. This chapter does not apply tos

{l) The transporation of a permon by taxicab licensed by
another governmental entity £rom a polnt ocuteside the city to a
destination inelde the clty, 1f the taxicab leaves the city without :
recelving a passenger inside the city)

(2} A taxlcab service operated under state or federal authority
unless the service is subject to the city's regulatory authority or

{3) A motor vehicle used to tranhaport pasrasons for hire that is
regulated by other city ordinance,

SECTION 1.5, DEFINITIONS. The dufinition of a term in this
gsectlon applies to each grammatical varifation of the term. 1In this
chapter, unless the context reguires a different definitions

{1l) ANNUAL PERMIT means permission granted by the clty to a ;
peraon to operate a taxlicab service inside the city for a period of :
one year, renewable under the provimions of this chapter, ;

(2) DEPARTMENT meana the department designated by the city
manager to enforce and adminiater thlse chapter.

{(3) DIRECTOR means the director of the department designated by
the city manager to enforce and adminlster this chapter and includes
representatives, agents, or department employees designated by the j
director.

{4) DRIVER means an individual who drives or operates a
taxicab,

(5) FRANCHISE means an agrewvment hetween tha clty and another
person, executed in the manner prescribed by the city Charter, under
which the other person ls granted the privilege of operating a
taxicab service inside the clty for a specific period of time and in
accordance with the epeclfic terms and conditions of the agreement.

A s e ey e
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(6) HOLDER neana a persacn whou (s granted an annual permit or
franchise under this chapter. 1If the context in wnhich the term is
used applles to operations under a temporary permit or reciprocal
agréement the term “holder" includes a person who 1ls granted a
tamporary permit or reciprocal ayreement,

ORDINANCE/PAGE 5§

{(7) LEGAL RESIDENT means a ciltisen of the United States or &
pereon reslding in the Unilted States in accordance with federal
immigration laws,

{(8) OPERATE means to drive or Lo be in control of a taxicab.

(9) OPERATING AUTHORITY means a franchise, annual permit,
temporary parmit, or reciprocal agreemsnt granted under this
chapter.

{10) OPERATOR meane the driver of a taxicab, the owner of a
taxicab, or the holder of a taxlcab operating authority.

{1L) OWNER means the person to whum state llicense plates for a
vehicle were issued.

{12) PERSON means an individual) corporationy government or
governmental subdivision; or agency, trust, partnership, or two or
more perxrsons having a jolnt or common sconomic interest.

(13) RECIPROCAL AGREEMENT means an agreement between the city
and one or more political subdivisione to provide recilprocal
operation of taxicabs.

(14) TAXICAB means a chauffeured motor vehicle with a rated
passenger capacity of eight or less, used to tranaport persons for
hire that typically operates on irresgulsar routes, irregular
schedules, and a call and demand basls, but not includling limousines
or special service vehicles as defined in Chapter of thia
code.

(15) TAXICAB DRIVER'S LICENSEK means a licensme isaued to an
individual by the director authorizing that pereon to cperate a
taxicab in the city.

{16) TAXICAB SERVICE means a passenyer tranaporation mervice
operated for hire that uses taxicabs in the operation of the
saorvice and includes (but is not limlted to) a facility from which
the mervice 1ls operated, taxicabs used in the operation, an¢ a
porson who owns, controle, or operates the aervice.

{(17) TAXICAB STAND means & pub.ic place reserved exclusively
for use by taxicabs.

{18) TAXIMETER meana a device that mechanically or elec-

e 2t s A T b ity
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tronlcally computes a fare based upon the distance traveled, the

time the taxicab is engaged, and any other basis For charges which
are specified in the o

perating authotity qr xate. .oxdipange pertain-
4ing to the holder. TR R RS

(19) TEMPORARY PERMIT means permisalon granted by the city to a

person to operate a taxicab service inside the clty for a apecified
periocd of time less than one year.

ARTICLE LI, OPBRATING AUTHORITY
SECTION 2.1,

OPERATING AUTHORITY REQUIRED,

{a) A person may not operate a taxicab service inside the clty
without operating authority granted under this chapter, nor may a
person transpoxt a passenger for hire inside the city by taxicab
unless the person driving the taxicab or ancother wha employs or

contracta with the driver has been granted operating authovity under
this chapter.

(b} A person shall not engage or hire a taxicab which he knows
does not have operating authority from the city.

SECTION 2.2, TRANSFERABILIYTY OF OPERATING AUTHORITY. ' '

{a) A franchise or annual permit may not be transferred to
another unless the holder files a written application for the
transfer in the manner and containing the information prescribed by

the director, and the transfer application is approved by the city
counclil.

(b) A temporary permit or reciprocal agreement is not
transferable.

SECTION 2.13.

FRANCHISE OR ANNUAL PERMIT GRANTED BY CITY
COUNCILs SERVICE REQULREMENTS.

(a) Before a franchise or annual permit is granted, the
application for the franchise or annual permlt must be approved by J
IR the city council. The granting of a franchise or annual permit ie

in the discretlon of the city council, but will not be granted
unleasy

el (1)

The propoaded taxicab service is required by the public
e convenlence and necessitys and

e e o mmmmiiaa

" 7(2) The applicant ls flt, willing, and able to operate the :

taxicab service in accordance with the reguirements of this chapter,
rulea and regulations of the dlrector, provisions of the franchise
or annual permit, and other applicable law.
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(b) The holder of a franchlse must provide taxicab service to
the entire City with a minimum of five (5) taxicaba within the c<ity
at all times. A franchise may not be granted for a perlod longer

than five (5) years.

{¢) The holder of an annual parmit must provide taxicab service
as specifisd in the permit with a minimum of five (5} taxicabs.

BECTION 2.4. APPLICATION FOK FPRANCHISE OR ANNUAL PERMIT.

To obtaln a franchise or annual permit, a person shall make
application to the city council (n the manner prescribed by this
sectlion. The applicant muet be the person who will own, control, or
operate the proposed taxicab service, An applicant shall file with
the ¢lty secretary and the dlrector & written, verified application
atatenent contalning the followings

(1) The form of busineas of the applicant; if the business is a
corporation or assocliation, & copy of the documents establishing the
business and the name, address, and clitizenship of each person with
a direct interest in the business)

{2) Name, address, and verified slgnature of the applicant;

{3) An actual or pro forma income statemant and balance sheet
showing the asssets, liabilities, and esquity of the bBusiness)

{4) Description of any past business experience of the
applicant, particularly in providing passenger transportation
servicea; ldentification and description of any revocatlon or
suspension of a franchlee or permit held by the applicant of
businesa before the date of Filing the application.

{5} Number of venlcles and deacription of the vehicles the
applicant proposges tcoc uee in the operation of the taxicab service;
description of the operations of the proposed taxicab service and
location of the fixed facilitlies to be used in the ocperation;

{6) Description of the proposed Inasignia and color scheme for
the applicant's taxicabs and description of the distinctive iltem of
appatel or item placed on the apparel to be worn by the applicant's
taxicab drivera;

(7} Documentary evidence from an insurance c¢ompany, authorized
to do business in the atate of Texas indicating a willingness to
provide lliability insurance regulired by thie chapter)

{8) Documentary evidence of payment of ad valorem taxes on the
property to be used In connection with the operation of the proposed
taxicab service;
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(9) Such additional infurmation as the applicant dewires to
include to aid in the determination of whether the xaguested ...
operating authority should be granted; and

{10) Such additional informatlion as the director or city council
considers necessary to assist or promote the implementation or
enforcemant of this chapter or the protection of the public safety.

SBECTION 2.5, FRANCHISE OR ANNUAL PERMIT ~ INVESTIGATION ;
OF APPLICATION AND APPROVAL

(a) Upon receipt of an application for a franchise or annual
permit the director ashall conduct an inveatigation and make findings
of fact goncerning public convenlenca and necessity and other
relevant factors, including, but not limited to:

{1} The number of taxlcabs presently in operaticn In the
cltys

(2} ‘The public transportatlion needs of the clty and the
adequacy of exleting transportation services, Including existing
holders, to meet those néeds;

(3} Whether existing holders can render the proposed
additional taxicab service more efficlently or effectively than the
applicant;

(d) The effect of the proposwed additional taxicab service
on traffic conditions, taxicab drivers' working conditions and
wages, and existing holders and public mass transportation services;
and
i

{(5) The character, experience, and fiscal rvesponsibll~
ities of the applicant.

(b} The applicant for a franchise or annual permit has the
burden of proving that the public cuonvenlence and necessity regquire
the proposed taxlcab service and that Lthe applicant 1s gqualified and
financially able to provide the service proposed in the application.

{c) Within a reasonable time following the date of application,
the divector shall report in writing his £indings of fact and !
recommendation to tha city manager for transmlttal to the city
council, The city council shall then hold a public hearing to
conalder whether a franchise or annual permit should be granted.

e e s

SECTION 2.6. TEMPORARY PERMLIT); APPLICATION; PURPOSLS

(a) To obtain a temporary permlt, a person shall make appli-
cation to the director. Upon receipt of an application for a
temporary permit, the director shall give reasonable notice to all
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holders of his conslideration ot the application,

(b) After the director makes a recommendation concerning the
application, the city council may ismus a temporary permit for the
purposes of:

(1) Providing supplemental services during periods of
gxtraordinary demand; or

(2) To amssess the feamibllity of new technology or
services in furtherance of the Jdutiss assigned under Bection 2-
44.1(d) of thls code.

{c) A temporary permit is not renewable.
BECTION 2,7, RECIPROCAL AGHREEMENT

Upon approval of the city council, the city manager may enter
into a rveciprocal agreement with vne or more political subdivisions
to provide reciprocal opsration and mutual regulation of taxicab
services between the city and other political subdivisions. The
director shall give all holders reasonable notice of when a
reciprocal agreement ia to be considered by the clty council.

SECTION 2.8. GRANT OF FRANCHISE AND PERMIT

(a) Upon approval of an application for a franchise by the city
council, the franchlse will be yranted in the manner prescribed by
the Clty Charter, containing much terms or conditlons as are
included by the clty council. Unless the crdinance granted thae
franchise expressly indicates otherwise, the proviasions of this
chapter that apply to a franchise or tranchise holder are deemed to
be a part of each franchise as 1f the provisions were expresely
included in the ordinance granting the franchise.

{b} Upon approval of an application for an annual or temporary
permit by the city c¢ouncil, the director shall promptly issue the
permit and incocrporate in the permit the duration of the permit and
such other terms or conditions as the city council determines are
hecossary .

SECTION 2.9, RENEWAL OF ANNUAL PERMIT

{(a) An annual permit is automatically renewed unless the
divector notifies the holder before the renewal date, of his
intention to recommend denial of the permit renewal based on his
determination that:

(1) The holder is not in compliance with the permit and
applicable provisions of this code, department regulatlons, and
other law; or
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(2) The holder is not fit, willing, nor able to continue
to operate the taxicab service In accorvdance with the permit and =
applicable provisions of this code, department regulations, and
other law; or

(3) Public convenience and necessity do not reguire the
continuved operation of the taxicab service.

(b} A holder desliring a change in the terms or conditions of
the permit must £ile with the director, not fewer than 60 days
before the permit explres, a written regueat stating reasons for the
regquested changes.

{c) Minor changes may be made In a permit by the director with-
cut clty councll approval.

{d) IXIf the director determines that a denlal of a permit
renewal or materlial change in the terms or conditions of the permit
is required by the public convenilence and necessity, or Lf a holder
requests a material change in the termse or conditions of the permit,
the director shall submit for conslderatlon by the city council a
written report containing his recomwmendations for denial or hias
recommendations on the proposed or reguested change together with
supporting findings of fact. Upon action being taken by the city
council, the director shall lssue a denial of permit renewal or
renew the permlt, as directed by the city council. In the case of
renew?i he shall incorporate such changes as authorized by the city
councll,

(e) If the permit explres at no fault of the holder before a
ruling on the approval or denial of the renewal, the holder may
cantinue to operate the taxicab service pending a final decision.
The holdsr shall cease operation of the taxicab service ilmmediately
upon denial of the reguest for crenewal by the city council.

SECTION 2.10., AMENDMENT, SUSPENSION, AND HEVOCATION OQF
OPERATING AUTHORITY

(a} AMENDMENT. A franchlee le amendable under the conditions
and is the manner preacribed by tha City Charter and the ordinance
granting the franchise. An annual permlt is amendable at any time
by the city coun¢il, and a temporavy permit is amendable at any time
by the director. The director may make a minor change by amendment
of nniannual permit at any time wilthout the approval of the city
council,

P —— et et LR S

(b) REVOCATION OF FRANCHISE. A franchise 1s revocable on the
grounds and in the manner prescribed by the City Charter,

{¢c) SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION OF PERMIT., The following
regulations apply to the suspension or revocation of a temporary ot
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annual permit.

(1) fThe city council may suspsnd or revoke a

permit 1f it
determines that the holder hasi ERh G e R S

(A} railed to comply with a correction order issued
to ths holder by the director, within the time specified in the
order)

(B) 1Intentionally or knowingly impeded the department
or other law enforcement agency in the performance of its duty or
execution of ita authorityy

(C) Palled to comply with this chaptear:

{D} Been finally convicted for violation of another
city, state, or federal law which violation reflects unfavorably on
the f£itness of the holder to perform a public transporation service;

(E) Substantially breached the terms of the permity

{(F)} Failed Lo pay city ad valorem taxes on any
property of the holder used directly or indlirectly in connection
with the taxicab service; or

(G) Failed to pay a permit fee at the time it was
due.

{(2) A suspension of a permit does not affect the
expiration date of the permit.

(3) After revocation of a permit, a holder ls not aligible
for a pecrmit or franchiee for a period of two years.

{d) REINSTATEMENT: After suspansion ¢f a permit, a holder may
file with the city councll a written reguest for reinstatement of
the permit. The director shall inspect the operation of the
suspended holder to determine {f the deficlency causing the
suapension has been corrected by the holder. After inspection, the
director ahall submit his recommendation together with supporting
facts to the city council. The city council may, as it determines
is appropriate, reinstate the permit or deny reinstatement.

SECTION 2,11, FRANCHISE AND PERMIT FEES

{a) A holder of a franchlae shall pay the city a franchise fee
in the amuunt and meuner prescribed by the city Charter and the
franchise,

(b) A holder of an annual permit shall pay the city & permit
fee of 5180.00 a yasar for each taxicab authorized by the permit or
an amount stated in the parmit. The tee for a temporary permit ie
that which is stated in the permit. A permit fee is payable in the
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manner and at the time prescribed by the permit.

SECTION 2.12. WNWUMBER OF TAXICABS AUTHORILIED

The director may make atudies and surveys concerning the public
convenience and necessgity and may, from time to time, prescribe the
number of taxicabs authorized for, and operated by a holder in order
to adequately provide texicab service in the c¢ity.

SECTION 2.13. SPECIAL PROVISIONS OF OPERATING AUTHORITY

This chapter governs the opsration of taxicabs and taxlcab
service under each form of operating authorlty. This chapter, how-
ever, is not a limitatlon on the power of the c¢lty councll to
incorporate in a yrant of uperating authority special provisions
relating to the operation of the taxlcab mervice under tha grant.
To the extent that a special provislon conflictes with this chapter,
the speclal provision controls,

ARTICLE III. TAXICAB DRIVER'S LICENSE !

SECTION 3.1. TAXICAB DRIVER'S LICENSE REQUIRED

(a) A person may not drive a taxlcab inside the city unless he ,
has a valid taxlcab driver's license issued to him under this '
article, except when authorized Iin a veciprocal agreement,

(b) A holder may not employ or contract with a driver or other- H
wise allow a person to drive for hire a taxicab owned, controlled,
or operated by the holder unless the perscn has & valid taxicab
driver's llcense lassued to him under this article, except when
authorized in a reciprocal agreement.

SECTION 3.2. QUALIFICATION VOR TAXICAB DRIVER'S LICENSE

(a) To quallify for a taxicab driver's license, an applicant
must ¢

(1) Be at least 19 years of aye; 1

(2) Hold a valid chauffeur'a license issued by the State of

Toxas |
i (3) Not be atflicted with a physical or mental diseaass or
O disability that is likely to prevent hilm or her from exercising o
e ordinary and reasonable control over a motor vehicle or that is
%ﬁ likely to otherwise endanger the public health or safety;

(4} Not have been convicted of more than four (4) moving
traffic violations arising out of separate transactions, or involved
in more than two (2) automoblle accidents Iin which Lt could be
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reasonably determined that he or she was at fault, within any 1l2-
month period during the preceeding 36 monthay T R AT

(%) HNot have been convicted for a crime involving murder,
theft, burglary, robbery, proatitution, promotion of prostitution,
public lawdness, a sexual offenas, or a drug related offense, unless
five {(5) years has elapsed since the date of a conviction, or the
date of release from confinement imposed for the conviction, which=
avar is the later date)

(6) Not have been convicted of, or diascharged by probation .
or deferred adjudication for, driving while intoxicated: '

{A) Within the precesding twelve (12) monthes or

(B) More than one time within the preceeding seven
(7) yearsy

(7) MNot be addicted to the use of alcohol or narcotics)
(8) Be subject to no ocutstanding warrants of arreai;

{(3) Be sanitary and well-groomed in dreass and persony ‘-~i

e

{10) Be recomwmended by a holder; and

{l11) Have successfully completed within the preceeding 12
months a defenwlive driving course approved by the Natlonal Bafety
Council and be able to present proof of completion.

(b) As additional qualifications, the director shall require
sach new applicant to:

(1) Pags an examination given by the department that teats
the applicant's knowledge of:

(&) Traffic laws,

E {(B) A driver's duties under thls chapter,
. {C) Deapartment regulations, and
7 i {D) The geoygraphy of the cltys and

{2) Succesefully complete a training course approved by
the director which provides three hours of clasaroom inatruction in
each of the fellowing areas:

(&) Taxicab rules and regulations;

(B) Geography of the citys and
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(C) Use of a map.

{¢) When the director has reasun to believe bthat a taxicab e e
driver is in need of training in any area described In Subsgection
{b}(2), the dlrector may require the driver to successfully complete
a training coutse approved by the director.

(d) Whenever a new applicant or a taxicab driver attends a
training course under Subsectlons (b){2) or (¢), the holder
employing or contracting with the applicant or the driver shall pay
to the clty the coat of the training course.

BECTION 3.3, APPLICATION

To obtaln a taxicab driver's license or renowal of a taxicab
driver's license a person must flile a completed written application
with the department on a form provided for the purpose. The
director shall require each appllcation to atate such information as
necessary to determine whether an applicant is qualified.

SECTION 3.4. INVESTIGATION OF APPLICATION

3.2(a}(5), the director may require an applicant to submit to a
physical examination abt applicant's expense conducted by a licensed
physician and to furnieh to the director a statement from the
physician which certifies that the physician has examined the
applicant and that in the physiclan's professional opinion the
applicant is qualified under Section 3,2(a)(5).

{(a) For the purpose of determininyg qualification under Section '

{b) Upon request of the director, the police department shall
investigate each applicant and Eurnish the director a report <¢on-—
corning applicant's gqualification under Section 3.2(a){(7}. The
municipal court shall furnieh the dlrector a copy of the applicant's
notor vehicle driving record and a lList of any warrants of arrest
for the applicant which might be outatanding.

{(c} The dlrector may conduct such other investigation as he
conalders necessary to determine whether an applicant for a taxicab
driver's licenas is gualifled.

SECTION 3.5. ISSUANCE AND DENIAL

(a) If the director determines that an applicant la gualified,
he shall lseue a license to the applicant.

“{b} The director may deny the application for a taxicab
driver's license 1f the applicant:

{l) Ia not gualified under Sectien 3.2.
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(2) PRefuses to submitc to or does not pass a medical or
swritcen examination authorxized under Section 3.4

(3} HMakes a false atatement of a material fact in his
application for a taxicab drilver's license.

{(c} If the director determines that & license should be denled
the applicant, the director shall notity the applicant in writing
that his application is denied and include in the notice the reason
for denial and a statement informing the applicant of his right of
appeal,

SECTION 3.6. EXPIRATION AND VOLUANCE UPON SUSPENSION OR
REVOCATION OF STATE CHAUFFEUR'S LICENSE

Except in the case of probationary and provisional licenses, a
taxicab driver's license eaxpirées on the date that the licensse‘s
state chauffeur's llicense expirew. 1f & licensee's state
chauffeur's licenae is auspended or revoked by the atate, his
taxicab driver's license automatlcally becomes void. A licensee
shall notify the divector and the holder for whom he drives within
three dayz of a suspension or revocation of his chauffeur's license
by the atate and shall immediately surcender his taxicab driver's
license to the director.

SECTION 3.7. PROVISIGNAL LICENSE

(a) The director may lssue a provisional taxicab driver's
license if he determines:

(1} That the number of taaicab drivers is Inadaguate to
meet the city's need for taxicab swervice, in which case he may issue
the number necsssary to meet the needr orx

{2) That it {8 necesesary pending completion of
investigation of an applicant for & taxicgab driver's llicense.

(b} A provisional taxicab driver's license expires on the date
shown on the license, not to excesd 45 days from the date of
isauance, or upeon the applicant's being denied a taxicab driver's
licunese, whichever occurs first,

(c) The director shall not lwsue a provisional license to a
person who has been previocualy denied a taxlicab driver's license.

(d) The director may imsus a provisional license to a person
holding a state operator'a llicense Ili accordance with Article 6687Db,
Section 5(b), Vernon's Texae Civil Statutus.
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SECTION 3.8, PROBATIONARY LICENSE

{a) If an applicant is not qualified for a taxicab driver's
licenwse under Section 3.2 but 18 gualified under state law or if the
applicant holde an occupational chauftfeur's license, the director
may lssue a probationary taxicab driver's license for a period not
to excead one year.

{(b) The director may prescribe appropriate terms and conditions
for a probatlonary taxicab driver's licenase as ha determines sre
nUCeSBALY.

SECTION 3.9, DUPLICATE LICENSE

I1f a taxicab driver'a llcense Lle lost or destroyed, the director
shall issue the licensee a duplicate livenae upon payment to the
clty of a duplicate license fee of $5,00,

SECTION 3.10. DISPLAY OF LICENSE !

A taxlcab driver shall at all times conapicucusly diaplay his
taxicab driver's license on the clothing of his upper body, except
that when the taxicab driver is inside the taxicab, the taxicab H
driver's license may be displayed in a manner and location approved
by the director. A taxicab driver shall allow the director or a
peace officer to examine his taxicab driver's license upon reguest.

SECTION 3.11. SUSPENSION BY DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE

(a) 1f a representative desiygnated by the director to enforce ‘
this chapter determines that a licensee has falled to comply with {
this chapter (except Sectlon 3.2) or a regulation established under
this chapter, the repregentative may suapend the taxicab driver's
license for a period of time not to exceed three days by personally
serving the licensee with a written notice of the suspension. The
written notice muat include the reason for suspension, the date the
suspension begina, the duration of the suspension, and a statement
informing the licenaee of his right of appeal.

(b) A suspenalon under this section may be appealed to the
director or his asaslstant if the licenses requests an appeal at the
time the representative serves notice of sugpension. When appeal ie
reguested, the suspension may not take effect until a hearing is
provided by the director or hie asslstant.

N

" (¢) The director may order an expedited hearing under this
section, to be held as soon as possible after the licensese reguesta
an appeal. The director may afflrm, reverse, or modlfy the order of
the representative. The decision of the director is final.

3 the AN Y M A
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SECTION 3,12, BSUSPENSION AND REVOCATION

(a) If the director determines that a licensaee has failed to
comply with this chapter (except Section 3.2) or a regulation
eatablished under this chapter, the director may suspend the taxicab
driver's license for a definite periocd of time not to exceed 60

days.

(b) If at any time the directur determines that a licensee is
not gualified under Section 3.2, the director shall suspend the
taxicab driver's license until such time as the dlrector determines
that the licansee is gualified. ,

(¢) A licenses whose taxicab driver's licenase is suspended
shall not drive a taxicab for hire ineide the city during the perlod
of suspension,

{(d) The dirvector shall notify the licensee in writing of a
sugpension under this section and include in the notice the reason \
for the suspenslon, the date the dlrector orders the suspaenslon to
begin, the duratlon of suapension or if it is under Subsection (b),
and a statement informing the llcenses of his right of appeal. The
period of suspension beying on the date wpecifled by the director
or, in the case of an appeal, on the date ordered by the appeal
hearing officer,

(e) The director may revoke a taxlcab driver'as license if the
director determines that the licensee:

(1) Operated a taxicab inside the city during a period in
which his taxicab driver's ligense was suspended;

(2) Made a false statement of s material fact in hias
application for a taxicab driver's license; or

(3) Engagaed in conduct that constltutes a ground for
suspena ion under Subsection (&), and received elther a suspension in
excess of three daya or a conviction for violation of this chapter,
two times within the l2-month perliod preceding the occurrence of the
conduct or three times within the 24-month pericd preceding the
occurrence of the conduct.

(£} A person whose taxicab driver's llcense ls revoked shall
nots

(1) Apply for another taxlcab driver's licenme before the
explration of 12 wmonthe from the date the director revokeas the
license or, in the case of an appeal, the date the appeal hearing
oFLicer affirms the revocakion; or

{2) Drive a taxicab for hire inside the City.

Py
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{(g) The director shall notify the licensse in writing of &
ravacatlion and include in the notlce Lhe reason for the revocation,
the date the director orders the revocvation, and a statement inform-
ing the licensee of his right of appeal.

{h) After vecelpt of notice of muspension or revocation, the
licenses shall, on the date specified in the notice, discontinue
driving a taiicab for hire inside the clty and shall surrender his
taxicab driver's license to the dlrector. Howeveaer, 1f the licensee
appeals the suspension or revocaktion under this section, the
iicensee may continue to drive a taxicab for hire pending the appeal |
and shall comply with the decislon of the appeal hearing offlcer.

SECTION 3.13 APPEAL FROM DENIAL, SUSPENSION, OR REVOCATION

ta) A person may appeal a denlal of a taxicab driver's license
application, suspension of a taxicab driver's license under Section
3.12, or the revocation of a taxicab driver's license, 1f he
requests an appeal in writing, delivered to the clty manager not
moroithsn 10 businese days after notice of the director's action is
raceived.

ae the appeal hearlng officer In an appeal hearing under this
section. The hearing officer shall give the appealing party an
opportunity to present evidence and make argument in his behalf.

The formal rules of evidence do not apply to an appeal hearing under
this section and the hearing offlcer shall make his ruling on the
basls of a preponderance of the evidence presented at the hearing.

{b) The city manager or his designated representative shall act '

(c) The hearing oEficer may atfirm, modify, or reverse all ot 1
part of the actlon of the director heing appealed. The deciasion of
the hearing offlcer is final,

SECTION 3.14., FALSIFYING OF A LICENSE

A person commita an offense if he:

(1) Porges, altera, or counterfeita a taxicab driver's license,
badge, stlcker, or emblem required by law) or

(2) Possesses a forged, altered, or counterfelted taxicab
driver's license, badge, sticker, or emblem required by law,

SECTION 3.15. CURRENT MAILING ADDRESS OF LICENSEE

An individual tssued a taxicab driver's llcense shall maintaln a
current mailing address on file with the director. The licensee
shall notify the director of any change itn this mailing address
withln five business days of the change.
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ARTICLE LV,

MISCELLANEOUS HOLDER AND DRIVER REGULATICNS
BECTION 4.1. HOLDER'S AND DRIVER'S DUTY TO COMPLY

(a) HOLDER. In the operation of a taxicab service a holder
ahall comply with the terms and conditlions of the holder's operating
authority and, except to the extent expressly provided otherwiese by
the operating suthoricy, shall comply with this chapter, regulations
established under this chapter, and other lavw applicable to the
opera-tion of a taxlcab service.

{b} DRIVER. While on duty, & driver shall comply with this
chapter, regulations sgtablished under this chapter, other law
applicable to the operation of a motor vehlcle in this state, and
orders iasued by the holder employing or coniracting with the driver
in connection with the holder's dilacharging of ita duty under its
operating authority and thias chaptsc,

BECTION 4.2, HOLDER'S8 DUTY 70 BENPORCE COMPLIANCE BY DRIVERS
{a) A holder shall establish policy and take action to

discourage, prevent, or correct violations of this chapter by
drivers who are employed by or contracting with the holder.

(b} A holder =shall not permit a driver who is employed by or
contracting with the holder to drive a taxicab if the holder knows
or has reasonable cause to suspect that the driver has failed to
comply with thise chapter, the rules and regulations established by
the director or other applicable law.

BECTION 4.3. DRIVER AB INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR

{a} A holder may contract with a driver on an independent-
contrator basis, but only 1f the contracti

(1) Provides that the holder shall indemnify the city and
hold the city harmlesas for a claim or cause of actlon against the
city arising from conduct of the drivery

{(2) Provides that the driver is insured under the holder's
fleet ilnsurance policyr and

"7 (3) Imposes a conditlon that the driver must comply with
this chapter and provides that faillure to comply may be consldered
by the holder as a material breach of the contract.

(b} The form of the contract between a holder and driver muat
be approved by the director. The director may disapprove a contract
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form lf he determines that the countract ia inconsistent with this

chapter, regulations established under this chapter, or other )
applicable law. A holder may not use a contract that bas been . . .cimm
disapproved by the director. T ' : o

GECTION 4.4, INSURANCE

(a) A holder shall maintain in force during the authorized
period of its operating authority the amount and character of
insurance caoverage for all motor vehlcles used in the taxicab
service which ie not less than that specified by the Taxas Rallrcad
Commission for vehliclea of comparable size. Operating authority
will not be granted nor renewed, unless the applicant or holder
furnishes the director with such proof of insurance as the director
conilders necessary to determlne whether the applicant or holder is
adequately inasured under this section.

(b) Except for melf-insurance., lnsurance required under this
saction musts .

(1} Be carried with an insurance company authorized to do
business in this states and

(2) Include a cancellation rider under which the insurance
company is required to notify the director in writing not fewer than
30 days before cancelling or making & matarial change to the
insurance policy.

R [

{¢) A holder may be self-insured in the manner prescribed by
the Texas Safety-~Responsibility Act Lf the director determines that
the holder can furnish protection of the same character and amount
as if the ltnsurance were carried by an insurance company. In
considering authorization of self-jineurance, the director shall
consider the financial fitness and the past record of managemant
respongibllity of the holder and may establiah maximum coverage
limite for which the holder may self-{nsure. If at any time the
director determines that a seli-insured holder is unable to provide
adequate gelf-insurance, the Adlrector by written notice shall order
the holder to acquire insurance from an insurance company, and the
holder shall comply with the order not more than 30 days after the
notice ls served.

e

SECTION 4.5. APPAREL TO BE WORN BY BRIVERS

(a) A holder shall epecify and require an item of apparel or an
item placed on the apparel to be worn by drivers employed by or -
contracting with the holder, which item must be of such distinctive
and uniform design ae to readily tdentify the holder's taxicab
gervice and must bear the name oOf the holder's taxicab service. The
item specified by each holder must be approved by the director to
Insure that drivers of one holder may be easily distinguished

PR
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from drivers of another and to lnsure the nesat appearance of
drivers. N S “erpeebe g e

{b) wWhile on duty, a driver shall wear the ltem specificied by
the holder who smploys or contracts with the driver and shall
gomply with such other ldentification reyulations prescribed by the
holder's operating authority.

SECTION 4.6 DRIVER'S DAILY MANIFEST

(a) Each holder shall provide its drivers with forms, approved
by the director, for maintaining a dally mainifest. The form must
include appropriate spaces Eor crecordingi

{l) Taxicab number, driver'as name, date, hours of opera-
tion, meter number, total miles, pald miles, units, trips, and
extrasy

{2) Time, place, origin, and destination of each trip)

(3) HNumber of passengers and amount of fare and other
charges; and

(4) Other information requlired by the director to ald in
the diacharge of his dutles.

(b) Each driver shali complate a manifest on a separate form
for each tour of duty. The driver shall provide the informatlon
recquired by the form and shall record the ilnformation with regard to
trips at the end of each trip. The driver shall return completad
manlfest forms to the holder once a wesk unless the director
requires that the manifest forms be turned ia more frequently.

SECTION 4.7. HOLDER'S RECORDY AND REPORTS

{a) Each holder shall maintain at a single location business
records of its taxicab service. The method used in malntaining the
records must be approved by the director, and the diractor may
require malntenance of certain records which he determinea arve
neceassary for monitoring the activities, operation, service, and
safety record of a holder. A holder shall make its records
avallable for inepection by the director at reasonable times upon
roguest.

(b) Each holder shall submlt to the director such annual and
monthly reporta ¢oncerning lte taxlcab service as the director
determines neceasary to evaluate the holder's operations. A
franghise holder shall submit a monthly report of groas receipts in
a form approved by the director.
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BECTION 4.8, MONTHLY SUMMARY OF METER READINGS

i e £ty

{a) A holder, owner, or driver shall obtaln forma from Eho
director for maintalning a monthly summary of meter readings Eor
each taxicab operating under a holder's authority. The form must
include approprlate apaces for recording:

{1} Taxlcab number;

{2) Driver's namej

(3) Datey

{4) Meter number;

{5} Total miles;

{6) Pald miles;

{7) Units) .
(8) Trips .
{(9) Extrae; and .
(10) Other information required by the director. :

{b} A holder, owner or driver of a taxlcab shall provide all !
information required by the form. A separate form must be completed
for each taxicab. A holder, owner, oc¢ driver shall return completed
forms to the director once a month, or as otherwise required by the :
director. I

ARTICLE V., SERVICE REGULATIONS

BECTION 5.1. CITY-WIDE TAXICAH HERVICE REQUIRED

Except as otherwlse provided by the holder's oparating
authority, a holder shall:

(1) Provide taxicab service to the general public to and from
any polnt inaside the city that 1s accessible by public street. '
(This provision does not require a holder to subject a taxicab to
mol visclance or destriuction.);

S S PS5}

(2) Anewer each call recelved for service inside the clty aas
soon &8 practicable, and Lf the service cannot be rendered within a
raasonable time, the holder shall Inform the caller of the reason
for the delay and the approximate time reguired to answer the call;

and N
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{3} Maintain a single astatlon for the purpose of receiving
calls and dispatching taxlcabs that ias oparational 24 hours each = .:
day . Y

SECTION 3.2. REPRESENTATION OF AVAILABILITY OF TAXICAB

A driver may not represent that his taxicab is engaged when it
i in fact vacant or vacant when it is in £act engaged.

BECTION S5,3. REFUSAL TO CONVEY PABBENGERS

{a) While operating a taxlcahb a driver shall not refuse to
convey a person who reguests service unlese

{l) The person ls dimocrderly)

{2) The driveyr is engaged in anewering a previous request
for service;

{3) The driver has reason to believe that the pereon is
snyaged in unlawful conduct) or

{(4) The driver is in fear of his personal safety.

{b) wnile operating a taxicab, a driver shall not refuge
service requested by a radilo dlspatch when the location for plck up
is within a reasonable distance from the location of the taxicab. {

SECTION 5.4. PASSENGER LIMITATIONS

{a) While operating a taxicab a driver on duty may carry only a :
person who ia a paying passenyger, unless the passenger ls an
employee of the taxicab service that employs or contractas with the
driver, a governmental inspector acting in an official capaclity, or
unlese it ia authorized by the holder's vperating authority.

{b) A driver may not carry at th¢ same time more pasgengers
than the deaigned aeating capacity of the taxicab.

(¢} The director may establish rules governing passenger
limitationa, as 4)llustrated by, but not limited to, cab-sharing,
cab-~pooling, and numbers of pasassenygers with different desmtinations.

SECTION 5.5. CARRY PASSENGERS BY DULRECT ROUTE

A driver shall carcry a passesnyer to his deatination by the most <
direct and expeditlous route available unless otherwise direc¢ted by
the passangaer,

SECTION S5.6. BOLICITATION OF PABHENGERS

A driver may not soliclt passsnygers:
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(1) From a location other than the driver's compartment or o
the immediate vicinity of his taxlcab;

(4) 1In a way that annoys or obstructs the movement of a
peraon; or

(3) By paying an employee of another business to solic¢it
passengers for or give preferential treatment in directing
passengera to the driver's taxlcab.

SECTION 5.,7. REGULATIONS FOR USE OF TAXICAB STANDS
{a) While uaing a taxicab stand, a driver shall noti

(1) Go bheyond 25 feet of hla taxicab except to asalst a
passenger as reasonably necessary after being engaged;

{2} Interfere with the orderly progression of taxicabs
from the rear to the front of the taxicab stand)

(3} perform or allow to be performed repalrs or ‘
maintenance on a taxicab while parked on the taxicab stand;

(4} Assign or sell his position in a taxicab stand to 7
ancther; or

(S) Interfere with o taxicab entering a taxicab stand on
which there is a vacant space.

(b} A person shall not park a taxicab on a taxicab stand unless
the taxlcab la for hire.

{¢) A taxicab left unatttended in violation of Subsection (a)
(1) of this section is illegally parked and way be removed from the
taxicab stand and impounded as provided in Chapter 17 of this Code.

SECTION 5.8, CONDUCT OF DRIVERS

A driver ahall:

{}) Conduct himself in a reasonable, prudent, and courteocus
manner}

(2) Malntain a sanitary and well-groomed appearance; __

(3) Not respond to a radio dispstch call assigned to another
driver;

{4} Not consume alcoliclic beverage, drugs, or other substance
which could adversely affect his ability to drive a motor vehicle;
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(%) Not monltor the radio freguency of a taxicab company other
than his own nor respond to a call tor service dispatched by another
Company)

(6) HNot possess a radio equipped to receive the freqQuency of a
taxicab company, other than his ownj

(7) Not interfere with the director in the performance of his
dutiesar and

(8) Conmply with lawful orders of the director lasued in the
performance of his duties,

SECTION 5,3, RETURN OF PASSENGER'S PROPERTY

(a} Upon E£inding property in a taxlcab left by a passenger, the
driver shall immediately return the property to the owner, However,
if the driver is unable to locate the owner or if the driver does
not know the ildentity or whereabouts of the owner, the driver shall,
within a reasonable time, daliver the property to the holder who
enploys or contracts with the driver.

(b) Upon return of property to the owner or delivery of
property to the holder, the driver shall prepare a written report
stating the description of the property, the identity of the owner
if known, the date the property was left in the taxicab, the
circumstances relating to the loss, and the taxicab number. The
holder shall keep the report on file for at least one year and shall
hold the property for not less than three months.

SECTION 5.10. ESTABLISHMENT OF TAXICAB STANDS

{a} Subject to the approval of the director, the traffic
angineer may eatablish taxicab stands of such character, number, and
location as he determines are required by the public convenience and
nscessicy.

{b} A holder desiring the establ ishment of a taxicab astand must
file a written reqguest with the diresotor and the traffic engineer.

SECTION 5.11., SERVICE REGULATIONS FOR BUSINESS BESTABLISHMENTS
REQUESTING TAXICABS FOR CUSTOMERS

An employee ¢of a business eatablishment,; other than a taxicab
service, who acta as an agent in obtalning taxicab service for
prospective taxlcab passgengeras shall not:

(1) Sollelit nor accept payment from a driver ln return for
giving preferential treatment in directing paseengers to a driver's
taxlicab) or

SRR S Aol SR G PO




e e A pd i

(U196 il

f
-t T y

ORDINANCE /PAGE 26 e i

(2} Interfere with the orderly proyreasion of taxicabas from the
rear to the front of a taxicab stand. e e

ARTICLE VI, FARES

SECTION 6.1. RATES OF FARE

{a) A holder may charye only rates of fare which have been
approved by the city councll. A holder may propose a change in its
rates of fare by filing the propomsal with the city secretary and the
director for consideration by the city oouncil,

{b} The city council shall hold a hearing to consider the pro-
posed change in rates of tare. After the heariag the city council
may approve, disapprove, or medify the proposed change.

(¢} The clty secretary shall maintaln on file & current
schedule of the rates of fare charged by each holder.

(d) A driver shall not charge a fare for operating a taxicab ln
the city that is inconsiatent with the rates on file with the city
secretary for the holder under whose operating authority the taxicab

is operated.
SECTION 6,2. DISPLAY OF RATE CARD '

(a} A holder shall provide the drlver for each taxicab
operating under its authority, a printed card or sticker containing
the approved rates of fare of the holder. The form and content of
the card or sticker ave subject to regulation by the director.

{b) While operating a taxicab for hire, a driver shall
prominently display the rate gard or sticker inside the taxicab in a
manner approved by the director so that it can be easily read by
passangere sitting in the taxicab.

SECTION 6.3. COMPUTATION OF PARES

Unless a holder's approved rates of fare or operating authority
provide otherwise, a holder shall equip sach taxicab with & taxi-
meter, and a driver shall charge gnly & fee as computed by the
taximeter, However, a holder may authorize a driver to make s flat
rate charge for a trip to a destlnation which is not covered in the
holder's approved rates of fare, Lf Lhe taximeter is kept in
operation while the taxicab has a pagmenyer within the scope of the
ar( . dssignated in the apprri=d ratey Of fare. L

mmme

"SECTYON 6.4. DESIGN AND TESTING OF TAXIMETERS; FEES

{a) A taximeter must accurately register in legible figures
total milea, pald miles, number of fare units, number of trips,

I
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extras, and total fare for a trip. Flgures denoting the fare must
be illuminated when the meter is activated.

{b} A taximeter must be equipped to indicate whether the
taxicab is engaged or vacant and with a tamper-proof system
connecting the taximeter to an amber light atop the taxicab that,
when lighted ia visible from all directions. The system must be
deasigned so that during the time the taximeter is registering a
fare, the amber light is automatically illuminated.

(¢) 1If the taximeter employs a flay, the flag must prolect at
least four inches above the dashboard when in the non-earning
position.

(d}) The taximeter or its drive system must be sealed at all
points at which components, if manipulated, could effect the
function or accurancy of the taximeter.

(e} The design of a taximeter is subject to approval by the
director to assure that lt complies with this section.

{f) A holder shall cause sach taulmeter in taxicabs operating
under lts authority to be maintained in good operating condition and
to be tested and sealed at least once each year by the director in
accordance with state and city weiyhts and measures lawe. The
director may establish a schedule of regular testing days and tiwmes
for purposes of this gsecktlon.

(g) The owner of a taxicab ashall be responsible for presenting
the taxlcab to the director for taximeter testing according to the
achedule agtablished by the director., The director may order the
owner or the holder to make the taxiocab available for taximeter
testing at any time,

{(h) The director shall charge the following taximeter testing
4 T T}

{l) $35% per taximeter when & taximeter is tested on a day
other than a scheduled taximeter teating day;

{2) $10 per taximeter when a taximeter 1ls tested omn a
scheduled taximeter testing day and the taxicab is operating under
the authority of a non-holder; and

{3) ¥do charge when a taximeter is tested on a acheduled
taximetel" testing day and the taxicab is operating under the
authority of a holder.

(i) The owner of the taxicab shall be reaponaible for paying
the taximeter testing fee.
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{j) A person commits an oftense it he operates a taxlcab that
ins

{l) Not equipped with a taximeter; or

{2) Equipped with a taximeter that has not been tested and
ssaled by the director within the past 12 months.

{k}) The following persons shall be responsible and suybject to
the penalty for a violation of Subsection (j):

{1} The driver of the taxlcab.
{2) The owner of the taxlicab,

{3) The holder under whose authority the taxicab is being
operated.

(1) Proof of taxicab ownership for purposes of this section may
be made by a copy of the registration of the vehicle with the State
of Texas showing the name of the person to whom the state llcense
plates for the vehlcle were lssued. The person in whome rname the
vehicle {8 registered shall be prima facle tha owner of the .

vehlcle, If the vehicle 18 not currently reglstered, the person in
whose name the vehicle was last registered shall be prima facle the
owner of the vehicla.

SECTION 6.5, FARE COLLECTION PROCEDURES.

{a) Before changlng the taximeter to indicate that the taxicab -
is vacant, a driver shall call the attentlon of the passengsr to the
amount of fare registered on the taximeter.

(b} Upon reqguest by a person paying a fare, a driver shall give
the person a legible receipt showing:

(1) The name of the holder under whose authority the
ctaxicab is operated;

(2) The taxicab number;

{3) An itemlzed list of charges;
{4} The total amount of fare pald)
(5)

The date of payment; and

(6} The driver's algnature.

(¢) A holder shall provide sach driver operating a taxicab
under ite authority with printed receipt forms adeguate for provid-
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ing the information reqguired in Subsection (b).
ARTICLE VII, VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT

SECTION 7.1. FALSE REPRESENTATION A8 TAXICAB

{a) A peraon may not represent that a vehlicle is a taxicab if
the vehicle is not In fact a taxicab authorized by operating
authority granted under this chapter.

{b) A person may not drive & vehlcle in the clty that is not a
taxicab Lf the vehicle la marksd, palnted, or equipped in a way that
i3 likely bto result in mistaking the vehicle for & taxicab.

BECTION 7.2, VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS AND INSPECTIONS

{a) The director may by regulatlon establish requirements for
slze, age, condition, and accessorles of taxicabs used by a taxicab
holder, owner, or driver.

(b) The director shall inspect each taxicab, for compliance
with this chapter and regulations of the director, before it ls
placed in service and at other times determined necessary by the
director.

(¢) A holder, owner, or driver shall make a taxicab available
for inspection when ordered by the director.

{d4) Xf a holder, owner, or driver fails to make a taxicab
available for inspection or if the director determines that a
taxicab is not in complliance with this chapter or regulations of the
director, the director may order the taxicab removed from service
untll it is wade avallable for lnepection and brought into
complaince,

{@} I¢ the dirvector detarminea that inapection of the
mechanlical condition or safety equipment of a taxicab by an expert
mechanle or technician is necessary, the holder, owner, or driver
shall pay the cost of the inspection.

(£} wWhen a taxicab i1a removed from mservice and placed back in
service within 15 daye by the sams owner, the owner shall pay to the
director §2% for reinsepection.

(g} Before any taxicab will be approved for service, the
director shall be provided with & copy of the reglstration for the
vehlcle with the Stats of Texas, or a bill of szale 1f the vehlicle is
new and has not yet been registered, ashowing the name of the
individual or holder owning the vehicle., The owner shown on the
registration or bill of sale provided to the director shall notify
the director of any change in awnarahip of the taxicab within ten
business days.




(1200 R

ORDINANCE/PAGE 30

SECTION 7.3, REQUIRED BEQUIPHENT l

(a) Unleas octherwise apecified in the operating authority under
which a taxicab 1s operated or by regulation of the director, and in
addition to other equipment reyulred by this chapter, a holder,
owner, ot driver shall provide and maintain the following equipment
for each taxicab:

{1) seat belts for each passenger, the number of which is :
determined by the demsigned seating capacity of the taxicaby 1

{2) Heater and alr conditloner;
(3} Fire extinguiaher of at least one quart capacity;

(4) Equipment to indlicate when a taxicab is operating for
hire and when it if not for hire)

(5) Top light)

(6) Two-way radio on the holder's dispatch frequencyy

(7} MNap of the city; and; .

{8) Decal complying with gection 7.6 of this article. '
(b) A taxicab in operation on the date this ordinance is

adopted which 1ls not equipped with safety belts or the required
number of safety belts, 1l8 not required to comply with Subsection

(a) (1).
SECTION 7.4, VEBHICLE COLOR SCHEME AND DISTINCTIVE MARKINGS

(a) A holder shall develop the design of a color scheme and
distinctive markings for taxicabs operating under its agthority, and
shall submit the design to the director for approval to insure that
the deaign e readily distinguishable from the design usaed by ther
holders,

(b) After a design is approved by the director, the holder
shall submit to the director a color photograph of a completely
equipped taxicab using the approved design.

(c) The holder shall use only the approved design, as deplcted
in the submitted photograph, for taxlcabs operated under its
a?thority unless written approval of a change 18 obtained from the : S
Glreckor.

BECTION 7.5. REQUIRED VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION

A holder shall cauee each taxicab operating under its authority
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to be provided with the following uniform vehicle identification:

(1} The name of the holder's company printed in letters not
less than three inches high with ons~half inch strokes and

(2) The number assigned to each vehicle by the director in
numbers not less than thres inches high with one-half inch stroke
and s0 that it is visible from both sides and rear of the taxicab.

SECTION 7.6, TAXICAB ODECALS

{a) The holder, owner, or drlver of a taxicab ahall obtain a
decal, indicating the taxicab's authoerity to operate, from the
director each month, or other period to be determined by the
director. A decal must be attached to the front windshleld of the
taxicab In a manner and locatlon approved by the director,

(h} A person commits an offense Lf he:

(1) Operates a taxicab with an expired decal or with no
decal affixed to it

{2) Attachea a decal to a vehicle not authorized to
operate as a taxicab;

{3} Forges, alters, or counterfeits a taxicab decal
required by this section; or

(4) Posmeases a forged, altered, or counterfelted taxicab
decal reguired by this section.

(c) A taxicab decal assigned to one person la not transferable
to ancther without consent of the director.

SECTION 7.7. OPF DUTY STATUS OF TAXICABS

(a) BEach taxicab is presumed to be on duty and ready to serve
the general public for hire. 1If a driver le off-duty and does not
intent to provide taxicab service, he shalil comply with the
following reguirementas

(l}) The driver shall place a #ign, to be provided by the
holder, in the taxicab indicating the words "OFF DUTY® printed in
letters not less than three inches in height with a stroke of not
loesa than 3/8 inch. The letters shall be on a backing of sufficient
thickness to not easily bend,

P EPORNER PR S S

(2) When & driver is off~duty, he shall display the sign
in an upright position in the front wilindow on the right side of the
taxicab so as to be easily seen and rsad from outside of the
taxicab.,
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SECTION 7,8. REMOVAL OF EQUIPMENY
Whenever a vehicle is removed from service aa a taxicab, the

holder, owner, Or driver shall remove from the vehicle all taxicab

signe, markings, and equipment that would distinguish the vehicle as

a taxlcab, including, but not limited to, radios, toplights, meters,

and decals.

ARTICLE V1LI, BENFPORCEMENT
SECTION B,1. AUTHORITY TO INSPECT
The dlrector may inspect a taxicab swervice oparating under this
chapter to determine whether the mervice complies with thise chapter,
regulations established under this chapter, or other applicable law.

SECTION 8.2. ENFORCEMENT BY POLICE DEPARTMENT

Officers of the police departement shall assist in the
enforcement of this chapter. A police officer upon observing a
viclation of this chapter or the reyulations established by the
director, ehall take necessary enfuorcement action to insure
effective regulations of taxicab service,

SECTION 8.3, CORRECTION ORDER .

{a) If the director determines that a holder viclates this
code, terms of its operating authority, a regulation established by
the direciLor, ar other law, the director may notify the holder in
weiting of the violation and by written order direct the holder to
correct the vioclation within a reasonable period of time. 1In
aetting the time for correction the director shall consider the ‘
degree of danger to the public health or safety and the nature of
the violation. If the violatlon involves equipment that is unsafe
or functioning improperly, the dlrector shall order the holder to
immediately cease use of the egulpment.

(b} 1If the director determines that a violation ¢onstitutes an
ilmminent and serious threat to the public health or safety, the
director shall order the holder to correct the violation
immediately, and, L{f the holder fails to comply, the director shall
promptly take or cause to be taken such action as he considers
necessary to enforce the order immediately.

(¢) The director shall include in a notice issued under this - -——-——wr=
section an ldentification of the violation, the date of issuance of
the notlce and the time period within which the violation must be
corrected a warning that fallure to comply with the order may result !!
in suspension or revocation of operating authority or imposition of Hl
a fine or both, and a statement indicating that the order may be o
appealed to the clty manager.
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BECTION B.4, SERVICE OF NOTICE

(a) a holder shall designate and maintain a representative to
receive service of notice required under this chapter to be given a
holder and to serve notlce required under this chapter to be given a
driver employed by a holder.

(b) Notice reguired under this chapter to be given:

(1} A holder must be personally served by the director on
the holder or the holder's deslgnatad represantative; or

(2 A driver licensed by the clty under Article II1X, must
be personally served or sent by certified United States Mail, five
day return recelpt requested, to the address, last known to the
director, of the person to be notitied, or to the designated
representative for drivers. |

(¢) Notice reguired under this chapter to be given a person
other than a driver licensed under Article III or a holder may be
secrved In the manner prescribed by Bubmsection (b)(2)}. :

{d) Service executed in accordance with thla section .
congtitutes notice toc the person to whom the notice is addressed. ;
The date of service for notice that is malled ls the date received. :

{e) This section does not apply to notice served under Section
1.3(b) or Bection 3.1ll(a).

BECTLON 8,5, APPEAL ;

{a) A holder wmay appeal a correction order issued under Section
45-8.3 or &ny other action of the director if an appeal is requested
in writing not wore than 10 days afier notlce of the order or action
is raceived.

(b) The clty manager or hla designated representative shall act
as the appeal hearing officer in an appeal hearing under this
gegctlion. The hearing officer ahall give the appeallng party an
opportunity to present evidence and make argument in hle behalf.

The formal rules of evidence do not apply to an appeal hearing under
this sectlion, and the hearing offlcer shall make his ruling on tha
basis of a preponderance of evidence presentaed at the hearing.

(¢) The hearing offlcer may atfirm, modlfy, or reverse all or a
‘pacrt of the order of the director. The decislon of -the heaxing
officer is final.

SECTION 2., That &ll ordinances, or portlons thereof, of the
City of Measquite in confllict with the provisions of this ordinance,
to the extent of amuch confllict are hereby repealed. To the extent

o
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that such ordinances or portions thereof not in contlict herewith,
the same shall remain in full force and effect, -+

A e R e

SBECTION 3. 'That should any parvagraph, sentence, subdivision,
clause, phraseé, or mection of this ordinance be adjudged or held to
be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, the same shall not affect
the vallidity of this ordinance as a whole or any part or provision
hereof other than the part so decided to be invalid, tllegal, or
unconstitutional and shall not aftect Lhe validity of the
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance as & whole,

SECTION 4., That any person, firm, or corporation violating any
of the provisions or terms of this ordinance shall bsa deemed to be
guilty of a Clasa C Misdemwanor and subject to the same penalty as
provided for in the Comprahensive Zoning Ordinance of 1973, of the
City of Mesquite, and upon conviction in the Municipal Court shall
be punished by a fine not to exceed Two Hundred (5200.00) Dollars

for each offense.

SECTION 8, Whereas, the fact that the present ordinances of the
Clty of Mesguite are not adeguate to permlt propsr development and
in order to protect the public Interest, comfort, and general
welfare of the Clty of Meaquite, creates an urgency and an emergency
for the preservation of the public health, safety, and welfare and
requires that this ordinance shall take effect immediately from and
after lts passage and publication of said ordinance, as the law in
such cases provides.

DULY PAYSED AND APPROVED by the Clty Council of the City of
Mesquite, Texas on the lst day of July, A.D., 1985,

i [

& Mra. Brunhllde®Nystrom

Mayor
ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:
: C§§24¢:ﬂ.;42»:’
Lyn Prugel g Elland Archer

City Secretary Clty Attorney




