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OF MESOUITE, TEXAS, PROVIDING FOR THE ESTAB- 

I PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES 

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  Counc i l  of t h e  C i t y  o f  Mesqui te  h a s  
found i t  necessary  t o  t h e  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  and  p u b l i c  welfare 
of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  C i t y  t o  o b t a i n  dependable  a n d  
adequa te  wrecker s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  C i t y  a t  c o m p e t i t i v e  rates; 
and, 

WHEREAS, i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  t h o s e  engaged i n  p r o v i d i n g  
wrecker  s e r v i c e  meet c e r t a i n  minimum s t a n d a r d s ;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. That C h a p t e r  20 o f  t h e  Code o f  t h e  C i t y  of 
Mesquite ,  Texas, be and is  hereby amended t o  r ead  a s  f o l l o w s ,  
in  a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s ,  s a i d  Code t o  remain  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and  
e f f  ecr : 

CHAPTER 20 

WRECKER SERVICE 

ARTICLE I - GENERAL 

There i s  hereby e s t a b l i s h e d  a p r o c e d u r e  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  
wrecker  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite  as fo l lows:  

i 
See. 20-1 .  RESPONSE TO CALLS. 

I 

( A )  s t anda rd  Duty Wrecker Se rv ice  

N o  person o t h e r  t h a n  an a u t h o r i z e d  w r e c k e r  service o p e r a t o r  I 
and h i s  agents ,  s e r v a n t s ,  and employees shall r e spond  t o  a P o l i c e  
s tandard-duty  wrecker cal1, ? rov ided  however ,  t h a t  i n  case o f  a n  
emergency, tlre P o l i c e  Department or o t h e r  agency of.: t h e  City may 
a u t h o r i z e  o t h e r s  t o  r e n d e r  s p e c i f i c  s e r v i c e s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
a s p e c i f i c  emergency. Such a u t h o r i z a t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  e x t e n d  t o  
o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s  o r  tines. This  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  be i n t e r p r e t e d  
t o  p r o h i b i t  t he  owner or o p e r a t o r  o f  a d i s a b l e d  v e h i c l e  f r o m  se- 
c u r i n g  the  p r r v a t e  wrecker  s e r v i c e  of t h i s  c h o i c e ,  where s a i d  
d i s a b l e d  v e h i c l e  does n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a h a z a r d  o r  impediment  t o  
t r a f f i c .  
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(B) Heavy Duty Wrecker S e r v i c e  

No p e r s o n  o t h e r  than  an a u t h o r i z e d  wrecker  s e r v i c e  operator 
and h i s  a g e n t s ,  s e r v a n t s ,  and employees s h a l l  respond t o  a  Pol ice  
heavy-duty wrecker  c a l l ,  p rovided  however, t h a t  i n  c a s e  of an 
-emergency, t h e  P o l i c e  Department o r  o t h e r  agency o f  t h e  C i t y  m y  
authorize  o t h e r s  t o  render  s p e c i f i c  s e r v i c e s  i n  connec t ion  with 8 
s p e c i f i c  emergency. Such a u t h o r i z a t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  ex t end  t o  o the r  
s i t u a t i o n s  o r  t imes .  Th i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  no t  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  to  
p roh ib i t  t h e  owner of a d i s a b l e d  v e h i c l e  from u t i l i z i n g  a  heavy- 
duty wrecker owned by and r e g i s t e r e d  t o  the owner o f  t h e  disabled 
vehic le ,  where s a i d  d i s a b l e d  v e h i c l e  does n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a  hazard 
o r  impediment t o  t r a f f i c .  

Sec. 20- 2. OPERATOR'S RESPONSIBILITY. 

Each a u t h o r i z e d  wrecker  s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  b e  respon- 
s i b l e  f o r  responding t o  c a l l s  w i t h i n  h i s  a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n  as  
defined h e r e i n .  Operators  s h a l l  have a v a i l a b l e  s u f f i c i e n t  
personnel and equipment t o  provide  s e r v i c e  a t  a l l  t imes  and 
s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s e c u r i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  o t h e r  wrecker 
s e rv i ce  companies o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  a g e n t s  o f  t h e  au thor ized  
operator  i n  t h e  event  of u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  of equipment o r  per-  
sonnel. 

Sec. 20-3. CONDUCT OF PERSONNEL. 

While t h e  au tho r i zed  wrecker s e r v i c e  is a  p r i v a t e  enter-  
p r i s e ,  such s e r v i c e  is  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a p u b l i c  f u n c t i o n  and 
a l l  personnel  so engaged s h a l l  conduct  themselves  i n  a digni-  
f i ed  and r e s p e c t a b l e  manner, s h a l l  be cour teous  t o  t h e  publ ic ,  
and s h a l l  fo l low d i r e c t i o n s  of  t he  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  a s  to  
d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  v e h i c l e s  t o  b e  moved o r  towed t o  a  p l a c e  of  
s torage.  

Sec. 20-4. PERl4ITS. 

Each wrecker  s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r  o r  employee s h a l l  b e  approved 
by the Chief o f  P o l i c e  and  s h a l l  be  o f  good mora l  ; : ?~ rac t e r  and 
q u a l i f i e d  t o  perforrn the s e r v i c e  r e q u i r e d .  To b e  e l i g i b l e  for 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  o p e r a t o r s  must a t  a l l  t imes b e  c u r r e n t  i n  t he i r  
ob l iga t ions  t o  t h e  C i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  payment o f  a d  valorem and 
other  t axes .  

Sec. 20-5. LIABILIIY AND FIDELITY. 

Each wrecker  s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  ho ld  t h e  C i t y  harmless 
from l i a b i l i t y  f o r  any a c t  o r  omiss ion  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
operator ,  h i s  a g e n t s ,  servants, o r  employees and s h a L l  provide .I 

a  policy o f  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  w i t h  a minimum p o l i c y  coverage 
of one-kundred thousand ($100.000.00) d o l l a r s  p e r  pe r son  o r  three-  
hundred thousand ($300,000.00) d o l L a r s  per  i n c i d e n t  f o r  bodily 
in jury  and one-hundred thousand ($LO0,000.00) d o l l a r s  f o r  damage 
t o  proper ty .  
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Sac.  20-6. REPORTS. 

1)uring tho te rm of  o p e r a t i o n ,  wrecker  s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r s  
s h a l l  f u r n i s h  such r e p o r t s ,  bo th  o r a l  and w r i t t e n ,  aa may b e  
r e q u i r e d  by the  P o l i c e  Department. 

- li 

Sec.  20-7. AVAILABILITY OF SERVICE. 

Each wrecker s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r  must p rov ide  twenty-four (24) 
hour  se rv ice  and b e  equipped wi th  not: less than  two (2) t e l ephone  
l i n e s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e - s t o r a g e  a r e a .  A f t e r  r e g u l a r  b w i n e s s  h o u r s  
each wrecker s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  f u r n i s h  one (1) te l ephone  
number. It s h a l l  be t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of each  wrecker s e r v i c e  
o p e r a t o r  to  r e c e i v e  h i s  c a l l s  e i t h e r  a t  t h i s  te lephone number o r  
ove r  the  p o l i c e  o r  g e n e r a l  government r a d i o  channel .  

Sec. 20-8. CITY RESPONSIBILITY. 

The Ci ty  s h a l l  i n  no even t  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  towing o r  
s t o r a g e  charges o r  cha rges  f o r  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  performed p u r -  
s u a n t  t o  t h i s  Chapter .  

Sec.  20-9. LIENS. 

Liens a r i s i n g  from towing and s t o r a g e  charges  under t h i s  
Chapter s h a l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  v e h i c l e ( s )  and a c t u a l  a t t a c h -  
ments and a c c e s s o r i e s  b u t  s h a l l  no t  a t t a c h  t o  pe r sona l  e f f e c t s  
w i t h i n  t h e  v e h i c l e ( s )  . 
Sec .  20-10. GROUNDS FOR REVOCATION OF AUTHORIZATION. 

Fa i lu re  t o  comply w i t h  t h e  requi rements  of  t h i s  Chapter 
by any wrecker s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  grounds for 
r evoca t ion  o f  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  and  may b e  cons idered  i n  any f u t u r e  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  

ARTICLE I1 - STANDARD WRECKER SERVICE 

See. 20-11. DEFINITION. 

Standard wrecker s e r v i c e  s h a l l  b e  d e f i n e d  as t h a t  s e r v i c e  
r e q u i r i n g  wrecker equipment o f  l e s s  c a p a b i l i t y  than  Heavy Duty 
Wrecker Serv ice  as d e f i n e d  i n  A r t i c l e  111 of t h i s  Chapter.  

Sec.  20-12. DISTRICTS. 

For the purpose o f  t h i s  A r t i c l e ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  Mesquite is 
d iv ided  i n t o  two (2) d i s t r i c t s  a s  fo l lows  : 

(1) North Mesquite D i s t r i c t  .- That  a r e a  o f  t h e  C i ty  Nor th  
of a l i n e  beginning a t  t h e  West C i t y  limits and t h e  South bound- 
a r y  o f  the  North S e r v i c e  Road of U.S. Highway 80 and e x t e n d i n g  
a l o n g  such boundary t o  t h e  E a s t  C i t y  l i m i t s ,  i nc lud ing  that: p o r -  
t i o n  of any i n t e r s e c t i n g  streets w i t h i n  such  a r e a .  

~ - ~~ ~ ~~~ - ~~- - ~~~ ~ . . . . . . . . .  -6. . 



(2) South Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - That area  of t h e  Ci ty  South 
o f  t he  South boundary o f  t he  North Service  Road of  U.S. Highway 
80 as  i t  extends from t h e  West C i t y  l i m i t s  t o  t h e  East  City 
l i m i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  p o r t i o n  of  any i n t e r s e c t i n g  s t r e e t s  wi th-  
i n  such a r e a .  . . .  .....-.-.. .... . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . . .  .-- ......... 

Sec .  20-13. RATES. 
- 

Standard  wrecker s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r s  authorized by t h e  C i t y  
t o  respond t o  P o l i c e  wrecker c a l l s  s h a l l  be au thor ized  t o  charge  
t h e  fo l lowing  r a t e s  f o r  the  towing and storage o f  motor v e h i c l e s .  
Any charge n o t  h e r e i n  l i s t e d  s h a l l  b e  a reasonable charge con- 
s i d e r i n g  t h e  t i m e ,  e f f o r t ,  and equipment involved. Provided. 
however, t h a t  any f ee  i n  excess  o f  f i v e  ($5.00) d o l l a r s  per  
v e h i c l e  p e r  day f o r  s t o r a g e  s h a l l  be deemed excessive and i s  
p r o h i b i t e d .  

SERVICE - RATE 

(1) S tandard  Pickup and  
Accident Tow $30.00 

(2) Motorcycle Pickup and Tow $35.00 

(3) Motorcycle Pickup and Tow 
( r e q u i r i n g  t r a i l e r )  $50.00 

(4) Addi t iona l  S e r v i c e s  

(a)  Use d o l l i e s  $17.50 
(b) 1 overa to r  and  1 wrecker  $20.00 per  hour pro- ra ted  ,-, 

dn 15 minute increments 
(c) Pickup o u t s i d e  c i t y  

(1 )  Within 1 mile No add i t i ona l  charge 
(2)  Over 1 m i l e  $ 1.00 per  m i l e .  round t r i p  

(5) Sto rage  ( o u t s i d e )  $ 3.00 p e t  day 

S to rage  f e e  s h a l l  mean t h e  r a t e  charged f o r  s t o r i n g  any 
v e h i c l e  n o t  u s ing  more space t h a n  a passenger automobile o r  
l i g h t  t ruck  would use.  

S torage  charges  s h a l l  beg in  a t  12:00 midnight a f t e r  pickup. 
No s t o r a g e  charge  s h a l l  be imposed on  the date of pickup. After 
t h e  day o f  p i ckup ,  any po r t ion  of a day s h a l l  b e  conaidered a 
chargeable  day. 

A maximum of twelve (12) f r e e  tows and s t o r a g e  charges p e r  
d i s t r i c t  p e r  y e a r  a h a l l  be provided  where emergencies e x i s t  as __ 
deemed necessary  by t h e  Chief of P o l i c e .  m 

Three (3 )  days  f r e e  s t o r a g e  f e e s  on s t o l e n  vehic les  a8 
deemed necessary  by t h e  Chief of P o l i c e .  



OOOOC; 
Sec.  20-14. OPERATOR REQUIREMENTS. -- . .- 

I Standard wrecker se rv ice  ope ra to r s  s h a l l  meet the  fo l lowlng 
minimum requirements,  toge ther  wi th  the  g e n e r a l  requirements of 
A r t i c l e  I of t h i s  Chapter, and such o t h e r  requirements as may b e  
necessary  t o  t h e  end t h a t  prompt, e f f i c i e n t  s e r v i c e  may be  
rendered  : 

(1) Minimum outs ide  s t o r a g e  - A minimum o u t s i d e  s t o r a g e  
a r e a  o f  n o t  l e s s  than 16,500 square f e e t  designed to  accommodate 
a  rcinimum of 85 automobiles and/or  l i g h t  t rucks .  Area s u r f a c e  
s h a l l  be of  al l -weather  cons t ruc t ion .  

(2) Fencing - A perimeter fence of  a t  l e a s t  s i x  ( 6 )  f e e t  
in. h e i g h t  providing s o l i d  screening  plus  t h r e e  (3) s t r a n d s  o f  
s a f e t y  (barbed) wire above the  s o l i d  sc reen ing  p o r t i o n  of  chain-  
l i n k  o r  b e t t e r  s h a l l  be required.  

(3) Customer Parlcing - A minimum o f  f i v e  (5) veh icu la r  
pa rk ing  spaces s h a l l  be provided f o r  use by customers of  t h e  
o p e r a t o r .  

(4) Securi ty  Storage - Space f o r  a minimum of two (2) 
v e h i c l e s  s h a l l  b e  provided i n s i d e  a b u i l d i n g  w i t h  s u i t a b l e  
s e c u r i t y  fo r  p o l i c e  s torage .  

(5) Location of  Off ice/Storage Area - The s to rage  a r e a  
and o f f i c e  s h a l l  be contiguous and s h a l l  be open during r e g u l a r  
b u s i n e s s  hours.  

(6)  Secur i ty  - Each s to rage  a r e a  s h a l l  b e  Lighted by n o t  
l e s s  t h a n  two (2) mercury vapor l i g h t s  and  s h a l l  be usrded by 
a  watchman or  a  t r a ined  secur i ry  guard dog, and  s h s l f  b e  guarded 
a t  a l l  t imes. 

( 7 )  Facl t l i t i es  - Sto rage /o f f i ce  f a c i l i t i e s  must be  physi-  
c a l l y  l o c a t e d  wi th in  the  City of  Mesquite,  and i n  the D i s t r i c t  
t o  b e  se rved ,  except where requi red  t o  s e r v e  i n  another  District 
during a n  emergency. 

(8) Equipment - Each s tandard  wrecker s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r  
f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  provide nor l e s s  than  two (2) wrecker u n i t s  w i t h  
d r i v e r s .  A t  l e a s t  one (1) u n i t  s h a l l  be  equipped with approved 
two-way radio  capable of opera t ion  on f r equenc ies  designated by 
t h e  P o l i c e  Department, and approved emergency l i g h t i n g .  Each 
wrecker  unit s h a l l  car ry  a  push broom and  a f t e r  each acc iden t  
a t  which a pickup is  made, t h e  wrecker pe r sonne l  s h a l l  thor -  
oughly sweep and remove a l l  g l a s s  and o t h e r  d e b r i s  from t h e  
a t r e e t s .  Each wrecker d r i v e r  s h a l l  keep a  r e c e i p t  book approved 
bv t h e  Pol ice  De~ar tment .  
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( 9 )  Exper i ence  - Wrecker s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o x s  sha1. l  show . . 
e v i d e n c e  of e x p e r i e n c e ,  a b i l i t y ,  a n d  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  o p e r a t i o n  
to  t h e  e n d  t h a t  t h e y  s h a l l  be  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  
u n i n t e r r u p t e d  s e r v i c e .  

..................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Sec.  20-15. DISCRETION OF POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

Due t o  t h e  emergency n a t u r e  o f  w r e c k e r  service, c e r t a i n  
matters are d e t e r m i n e d  t o  n e c e s s a r i l y  be  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  
of t h e  P o l i c e  Department .  

(1) Type o r  c l a s s  of wrecker  needed - The P o l i c e  Depar t -  
ment s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c a l l i n g  t h e  t y p e  
( S t a n d a r d  o r  Heavy Duty) wrecker deemed s u i t a b l e  f o r  a n y  p a r t i -  
cular  s i t u a t i o n  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  wrecker  service. 

( 2 )  L o c a t i o n  o f  d i s a b l e d  v e h i c l e  - The D i s t r i c t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a r e  f o r  t h e  conven ience  of t h e  C i t y  and t o  p r e v e n t  d u p l i c a t i o n  Of 
e f f o r t .  When s t a n d a r d  wrecker  s e r v i c e  i s  needed,  t h e  P o l i c e  
Depar tment  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  i n  which d i s t r i c t  t h e  d i s a b l e d  v e h i c l e  
is l o c a t e d  a n d  n o t i f y  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  s t a n d a r d  wrecker  s e r v i c e  
o p e r a t o r .  I n  s t i t u a t i o n s  where it is d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  
a p p l i c a b l e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  by t h e  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  
s h a l l  c o n t r o l .  

( 3 )  Response t i m e  - The P o l i c e  Depar tment  s h a l l  h a v e  d i s -  
c r e t i o n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  a r e a s o n a b l e  r e s v o n s e  t i m e  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  
~ L r c u r n s t a n c e s  such as  t r a f f i c  c o n g e s t  ion  or o t h e r  f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  
i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  may a f f e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y .  Upon 
f a i l u r e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  o p e r a t o r  c a l l e d  to so r e s p o n d ,  t h e  
P o l i c e  Department  may c a l l  a n o t h e r  wrecker  o p e r a t o r .  A r e s p o n s e  i 

t i m e  o f  t h i r t y  ( 3 0 )  minu tes  may b e  used  a s  a g u i d e  f o r  r e a s o n a b l e -  
n e s s  b u t  may va ry  depending upon c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

Sec .  20-16. AUTHORIZED OPERATORS DESIGNATED. I 

S u b j e c t  t o  compl iance  wi th  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h i s  C h a p t e r ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S t a n d a r d  Wrecker S e r v i c e  O p e r a t o r s  a re  h e r e b y  
d e s i g n a t e d  a n d  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  P o l i c e  w r e c k e r  c a l l s  for 
s t a n d a r d  wrecker  s e r v i c e  w i t h i n  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

8 
I 

(1) S o u t h  Mesqu i t e  District - Sk '  
from Februa ry  1 8 ,  1 9 8 5 w u g h  

n m  
December 

31 ,  1985.  

(2 )  N o r t h  Mesqu i t e  District - J a c k  Hester ,  d . b . a . ,  J a c k  
Hester S h e l l  S e r v i c e ,  from Februa ry  18 ,  1985 ,  t h r o u g h  December  

. 3 ,  1985.  ~. - 
--.--9 

The p e r i o d  o f  t h i s  d e s i g n a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  f o r  o n e  year;  p r o v i d e  
t h a t  t h e  C i t y  Hanager, w i t h  t h e  recommendation of t h e  C h i e f  of 
P o l i c e ,  may e x t e n d  t h i s  d e s i g n a t i o n  f o r  o n e  a d d i t i o n a l  y e a r  withou 
f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  of t h e  C i t y  C o u n c l l .  W r i t t e n  n o t i c e  s h a l l  be g i v e n  
t o  t h e  d e s i g n e e s  as to whether  o r  n o t  t h e y  have  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  £0 

t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  y e a r .  
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'oar ~cy. 
ARTICLE I11 - HEAVY DUTY WREXKER SERVICE 

Sec.  20-17. DEFINITION. 

Heavy Duty Wrecker Se rv i ce  s h a l l  be de f ined  as t h a t  s e r v i c e  
r e q u i r i n  wrecker equipment w i t h  a tandem axle w i t h  a minimum t Gross Ve i c l e  Weight o f  38,000 pounds and a minimum boom r a t i n g  
o f  25 t o n s .  

Sec.  20-18. RATES 

Heavy Duty Wrecker Se rv i ce  Operators  a u t h o r i z e d  by  t h e  
C i t y  t o  respond t o  P a l i c e  w r e c k e r  c a l l s  s h a l l  be a u t h o r i z e d  
t o  ch-.,-::e the fol lowing r a t e s  f o r  r h e  towing and s t o r a g e  of  
V I . ?  : :  i c u i n  t r a i l e r s  and  a c c e s s o r i e s  . Any cha rge  n o t  

. .  .I! i i s t e d  shal.f be a r e a s o n a b l e  charge c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
,Lule, e f f o r t ,  and equipment i n c l u d e d .  

SERVICE - RATE 

(1) Standard o r  Accident 
Pickup and Tow 

$60.00 p e r  hour  ($90.00 min.) 
f o r  one (1) heavy duty  wrecker  
and d r i v e r  

Chargeable time s h a l l  b e g i n  upon wrecker movement from i t s  

I 
base f a c i l i t y  or other p o i n t  o f  or i  i n  w i t h i n  the C i t y  and s h a l l  9 terminate  upon a r r i v a l  a t  i t s  b a s e  a c i l i t y  upon c o  l e t i o n  o f  "g t h e  wrecker c a l l .  The minimum c h a r g e  aha11 b e  $90.0 . Time a f t e r  
t h e  f i r s t  one and one-quarter  h o u r s  s h a l l  be p r o r a t e d  i n  f i f t e e n  
(15) minute increments.  

(2) Other Labor $15.00 p e r  hour  p r o - r a t e d  in 
15 minute inc remen t s  

(3) Spec ia l  Equiprnenc Charges Usual a n d  Customary r a c e s  
(Use of c ranes ,  a i r  bags ,  charged for service Ln the 
e t c ,  necessary  to  l i f t  o r  Dal las  M e t r o p o l i r a n  a r e a  
otherwise  manipulate d i s -  
ab led  heavy equipment. 

(4) Storage (ou ts ide)  

(a) Truck- t rac tors  $5.00 p e r  day 
(b) S e m i - t r a i l e r  o r  t r a i l e r  $5.00 p e r  day 
(c) Dual tandem cab and 

c h a s s i s  (bob-ta i l )  
t r ~ c k s  $5.00 p e r  day 

Storage charges s h a l l  b e g i n  a t  12:00 midnight  a Z t e r  pickup.  
No s to rage  charge s h a l l  be  imposed on the d a t e  o f  p i ckup .  A f t e r  
t h e  day of p ickup ,  any p o r t i o n  o f  a day s h a l l  be consFdered a 
chargeable  day. 
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One (1) free tow and s to rage  fee p e r  year sha l t  be provided . . . .  . - . ~ d  
$ where emergencies e x i s t  as  deemed necessary by the Chief of  Police.  ~5 

8 Three (3) days f r e e  s to rage  fees on s tolen vehicles a s  deemed 
C necessary by the Chief of Police.  

Sec . 20- 19. OPERATOR REQUIREMENTS. 
I 

. . ~  . .  . . .  - ~ ?  

Heavy Duty Wrecker Service Operators s h a l l  meet the follow- 
ing minimum requirements, together  w i t h  the general requirements 
of A r t i c l e  I of t h i s  Chapter, and such other  requirements as  may 
be necessary t o  the end t h a t  prompt, e f f i c i e n t  service may be 
rendered. 

(1) Minimum outs ide  s to rage  - A minimum outside storage 
area designed t o  accommodate not  l ess  than three (3) t r ac tor /  
t r a i l e r  u n i t s  s h a l l  be provided. Area surface 1.1hal1 be of 
al l-weather construction. 

(2) Fencing - A perimeter fence o f  at: l e a s t  s i x  (6) f e e t  
i n  he igh t  provtding s o l i d  screening,  p l u s  three (3) strande of 
sa fe ty  (barbed) wire above the  s o l i d  screening portion of chain- 
l ink o r  b e t t e r  s h a l l  be required.  I 

(3) Customer parking - A minimum of three (3) vehicular 
parking spaces aha l l  be provided for  u s e  by customers of the i 
operator .  

(4) Security - Storage a r e a s  s h a l l  be li heed by not '? l e s s  than  t?wo (2) mercury vapor l i g h t s  and sha 1 be guarded 
by a watchman or a t r a ined  secu r i t y  guard dog, and sha l l  be I 

guarded a t  a l l  times. 

( 5 )  Location of of f i ce / s to rage  a r e a  - Storage/office 
f a c i l i - t i e s  must be physical ly  located wi thin  the City of 
Mesquite and sha l l  be  open during regula r  business hours. 

(6) Equipment - Each Heav) Duty Wrecker Service Operator 
s h a l l  provide a t  l e a s t  one (1) heavy Duty Wrecker unit a s  de- 
fined h e r e i n .  A t  l e a s t  one (1) u n i t  s h a l l  be equipped with 
approved two-way rad io  equipment capable of operation on f r e -  
quencies designated by the Pol ice  Department, and shall  be 
equipped w i t h  approved emergency l i g h t s .  Each uni t  s h a l l  
carry a push-broom and a f t e r  each accident  a t  which a pickup 1 

i s  made, t h e  wrecker personnel s h a l l  thoroughly sweep and 
remove a l l  glass and other  debr is  from the  s t reees .  Each 

I 

wrecker d r ive r  s h a l l  keep a r ece ip t  book approved by the 
Pol ice  Department. 



(7)  Experience - Authorized Heavy Duty Wrecker Se rv i ce  2 
Operators s h a l l  have a mlnimum of one (1) y e a r ' s  e l tper ience . . 
i n  t h e  opera t ion  of Heavy Duty  Wrecker Equipment as de f ined  a . . 
he re in .  Each Heavy Duty Wrecker Dr iver  s h a l l  have  a minimum 
o f  one (1) yea r ' s  experience i n  the opera t ion  o f  Medium o r  
Heavy Duty wrecker equipment. 7 

Sec. 20-20. DISCRETION OF POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

Due t o  the emergency nature  of wrecker s e r v i c e ,  c e r t a i n  
mat te rs  a r e  determined t o  necessar i ly  be wi th in  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  
o f  t he  Pol ice  Department: 

(1) Type o r  c l a s s  of wrecker needed - The P o l i c e  Depart- 
ment s h a l l  have the res o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c a l l i n g  t h e  t y p e  
(Standard or  Heavy Duty 7 wrecker deemed s u i t a b l e  f o r  any p a r t i -  
cu l a r  s i t u a t i o n  necess i ta t ing  wrecker s e rv i ce .  

( 2 )  Response Time - The Pol ice  Department s h a l l  have d i s -  
c r e t i o n  t o  determine a reasonable response t i m e  based  upon t h e  
circumstances such as t r a f f i c  congestion o r  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  in- 
volved i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  may a f f e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  
s a f e t y .  Upon f a i l u r e  on the p a r t  o:? t h e  ope ra to r  c a l l e d  t o  
respond, t h e  Pol ice  Department may c a l l  another wrecker  s e r v i c e  
opera tor .  A response time of one (1) hour may be used as  a 
guide f o r  reasonableness,  but  may vary  depending upon circum- 
s t ances .  

Sec. 20-21. AUTHORIZED OPERATOR DESIGNATED. 

Subject  t o  compliance with the requirements of  t h i s  Chapter .  
the  f'ollowi?g Heavy Duty Wrecker Serv ice  Operator is hereby desig- 
nated and authorized t o  respond t o  P o l i c e  wrecker c a l l s  f o r  heavy 
duty wrecker s e rv i ce  within the City of  Mesquite: 

Jack Heater ,  d . b . a . ,  Jack Heseer She l l  S e r v i c e ,  from Janu- 
ary 1, 1985, through December 31, 1985. 

SECTION 2. Should any word, ph ra se ,  s en t ence ,  paragraph,  
o r  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  Ordinance be he ld  t o  be i n v a l i d  o r  unconst i -  
t u t i o n a l ,  the  remaining provisions s h a l l  not  b e  a f f e c t e d  because 
o f  such i n v a l i d i t y  or  uncons t i t u t iona l i t y .  I 

SECTION 3. Any person, f irm, o r  corporat ion v i o l a t i n g  any 
09 t h e  a rov i s ions  of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be deemed t o  be g u i l t y  -- -..- r - .  ............. - - - -  - ~~ 

of  a misdemeanor, and upon conviction i n  t he  Munic ipa l  ~ o u r t ,  
- 

shall.  be s u b j e c t  t o  a f ine  not t o  exceed two hundred ($200.00) 
d o l l a r s  f o r  each offense.  - - 

SECTION 4. All. ordinances or  p rovis ions  t h e r e o f  i n  con- 
f l i c t x t h  ordinance a r e  repealed t o  the  e x t e n t  o f  such 
c o n f l i c t .  



SECTION 5.  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Code of t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite 
i s  inadequate  t o  a f f o r d  wrecker s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  necessary  pro-  
t e c t i o n  of  t h e  inhab i t an t s  of t h e  C i t y  c r e a t e s  an urgency and  a n  
emergency f o r  the  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  and 
welfare  of  i t s  c i t i z e n s  and  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  ord inance  s h a l l  
t a k e  e f f e c t  immediately from and a f t e r  i t s  passage and  t h e  
pub l i ca t ion  of t h e  c a p t i o n  of s a i d  o rd inance ,  a s  t h e  law i n  such 
cases  provides .  

I 
DULY PASSED by t h e  C i t y  Council o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  Mesquite,  

Texas, on t h e  18th day of February, A . D . ,  1985. 

Mayor 

ATTEST : APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

I 
Lgnn P r u g e l v  E l l a n d  Archer 
C i t y  Secre ta ry  C i t y  At torney  

>..$* 
- m j  
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