
ORDINANCE NO. 1879 .COO15 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS,  
AMENDING CHAP'SERXIIIOF THE CODE O F  THE C I T Y  
OE MESQUITE BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 13-20 
MAKING I T  UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO OPERATE 
OR DRIVE A MOTOR VEIiICLE ON ANY VACANT OR UN- 
IMPROVED PROPERTY WITHIN S I X  HUNDRED ( 6 0 0 )  FEET 
O F  AN'i DEVELOPED PROPERTY, EXCEPT ON DEDICATED 
PUBLIC STREETS AND/OR ALLEYS; A N D  PROVIDING CE<:- 
T A I N  U L ~ l N I T I O N S  AND PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN EX- 
C E P T I 0 N S ; B Y  PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; BY 
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUN- 
DRED DOLLARS ($200.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND DE- 
CLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE C I T Y  COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MESQUITE,  TEXAS: 

! 

SECTION 1. Chap te r  1 3  of t h e  code  o f  The C i t y  o f  Mesquite  i s  
hereby amended by add ing  a new s e c t i o n  13-20 t o  r e a d  as f o l l o w s ;  
i n  a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  s a i d  code  t o  remain  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t :  I 

It s h a l l  b e  u n l a w f u l  f o r  any p e r s o n  t o  o p e r a t e '  o r  d r i v e  
a  motor v e h i c l e  on any v a c a n t  o r  unimproved p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  s i x  
hundred ( 6 0 0 )  f e e t  o f  any deve loped  p r o p e r t y ,  e x c e p t  on  d e d i c a t e d  
p u b l i c  streets a n d / o r  a l l e y s .  

SECTION 2 .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
! 

1. Motor V e h i c l e .  S h a l l  mcan, b u t  n o t  be l i m i t e d  t o ,  
automobi les ,  t r u c k s ,  m o t o r c y c l e s ,  motor s c o o t e r s ,  m o t o r i z e d  b i c y c l e s ,  ' 
go c a r t s ,  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v e h i c l e s  powered a n d  p r o p e l l e d  by any t y p e  
of s e l f  c o n t a i n e d  motor or e n g i n e  and d e s i g n e d  t o  be r i d d e n  o r  
d r iven  by a p e r s o n .  

2 .  Owner. S h a l l  mean any p a r t y  hav ing  a b e n e f i c i a l  
i n t e r e s t  i n  s a i d  vacan t  o r  unimproved p r o p e r t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  
l i m i t e d  t o  t e n a n t s  i n  common, l i e n h o l d e r  of r e c o r d ,  h o l d e r s  of ease-  
ments, l e a s e s ,  o p t i o n s  or c o n t r a c t s  f o r  sa le .  

SECTION 3 .  Excep t ions .  The  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s e c t i o n  13-20 
s h a l l  n o t  a p p l y  t o  c i ty-owned o r  schoo l  d i s t r i c t - o w n e d  maintenance 
v e h i c l e s ,  or  t o  v e h i c l e s  engaged i n  a u t h o r i z e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  r e p a i r ,  
maintenance,  o x  mowing work on any such v a c a n t  o r  unimproved p ro -  1 

p e r t y ,  o r  t o  v i e w i n g  a n d / o r  i n s p e c t i o n  t h e r e o f  by t h e  owner o r  
pe r sons  a c t i n g  on b e h a l f  of t h c  owner t h e r e o f ,  i n c l u d i n g  prospec-  
t i v e  p u r c h a s e r s  w i t h  t h e  owncrs  c o n s e n t .  

SECTION 4 .  Should any word, p h r a s e ,  s e n t e n c e ,  pa ragraph  or 
s e c t i o n  of  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  be  held.  t o  b e  j n v a l i d  o r  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
t h e  r e m a i n i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  r e m a i n  i n  f u l l  . . 
f o r c e  and c f  f c c t .  
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SECTION 5 .  Any pe r son ,  f i rm ,  or c o r p o r a t i o n  v i o l a t i n g  any of 
t h e  provis ions  of t h i s  ord inance  s h a l l  be  deemed t o  be g u i l t y  o f  
misdemeanor and upon c o n v i c t i o n  i n  t h e  Municipal  Court  s h a l l  be 
s u b j e c t  t o  a  f i n e  not  t o  exceed Two Hundred Do l l a r s  ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  f o r  
each o f f snse .  
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SECTION 6 .  The f a c t  t h a t  no o r d i n a n c e  e x i s t s  t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  
ope ra t ion  of motor v e h i c l e s  on vacant  o r  unimproved p r o p e r t y ,  and 
t h e  need e x i s t s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  comfort ,  s a f e t y ,  
and genera l  we l f a re  of t h e  C i t y ,  c r e a t e s  a n  urgency and emergency 
and r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  o rd inance  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  immediately , 
from and a f t e r  its passage and p u b l i c a t i o n  of  s a i d  o rd inance  a s  
t h e  law i n  such c a s e s  p r o v i d e s .  

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by t h e  C i t y  Council  of  t h e  C i t y  
of Mesquite, Texas, on t h e  14th  day of March, A.D. ,  1983.  
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MRS. B R U N F ~ I L ~ ~ E  .NYSTROM 
MAYOR 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
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E l l a n d  Archer 
C i t y  Attorn,ey 1. 
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