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ORDINANCE NO. 1876 

. . .  .=em,. AN ORDINANCE OF TllE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 15A, SECTION 1, BY PROVIDING 
CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS FOR FENCING OF SWIMMING 
POOLS: BY PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE: BY 
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO 
HUNDRED DOLLARS ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  FOR EACH OFFENSE; 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF EIESQUITE, TEXAS : 

SECTION 1. That Chap te r  15A, Sec t ion  1, Code of t h e  C i t y  
of M e s q u i t e  i s h e r e b y  amended t o  r e a d  a s  fo l lows;  i n  a l l  o t h e r  
r e s p e c t s  t o  s a i d  Code t o  remain i n  f u l l  fo rce  and e f f e c t :  

S e c t i o n  1 5 ~ - 1 .  Fence, Wall ,  e t c . ,  Required around 
swimming pool .  

Every pcrson i n  p o s s e s s i o n  of  land w i t h i n  t h e  
c o r p o r a t e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  e i t h e r  a s  owner, p u r c h a s e r  
u n d e r  c o n t r a c t ,  lessee, t e n a n t  or Licensee,  upon which 
is s i t u a t e d  a swimming poo l  s h a l l  a t  a l l  t i m e s  m a i n t a i n  
upon t h e  l o t  or p remises  on  which t h e  swimming p o o l  is 
Loca ted  a f ence ,  w a l l  o r  o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  
p r e v e n t  smal l  c h i l d r e n  from i n a d v e r t e n t l y  wandering 
i n t o  t h e  pool .  Such fence  or o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e  s h a l l  b e  
n o t  less t h a n  f i v e  ( 5 )  f e e t  i n  he igh t  w i t h  no  open ings  
t h e r e i n  o t h e r  than doors  or g a t e s  l a r g e r  t h a n  f o u r  ( 4 )  
i n c h e s  measured i n  a h o r i z o n t a l  d i r e c t i o n  and n o t  more 
t h a n  t h r e e  ( 3 )  i n c h e s  opening between t h e  ground o r  
s u r f a c e  and t h e  bottom df s a i d  fence, wall  or s t r u c t u r e  
a n d  designed and c o n s t r u c t e d  s o  a s  not t o  b e  e a s i l y  
c l imbable .  1\11 such  doors  opening d i r e c t l y  i n t o  such 
e n c l o s u r e  s h a l l  be equipped w i t h  s e l f - c l o s i n g  and  s e l f -  
l a t c h i n g  dev ices  des igned  t o  keep and c a p a b l e  of keeping 
s u c h  doors and g a t e s  s e c u r e l y  c losed  a t  a l l  times when 
n o t  i n  a c t u a l  use ,  such l a t c h i n g  device t o  b e  a t t a c h e d  , 
to  t h e  upper q u a r t e r  of  such door  o r  ga te ;  provided,  
however, t h a t  t h e  door  of any dwell ing occupied by 
human beings  and forming any p a r t  of the e n c l o s u r e  
h e r e i n  requi red  need n o t  b e  so equipped i f  t r a n s p a r e n t .  
I t  s h a l l  be unlawful to  m a i n t a i n  any swimming poo l  i n  
the  corpora te  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  c i t y  which i s  n o t  f e n c e d @ - ~  - accordance  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e r . ~ e n t s  of  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

SECTION 2.  Should any word, phrase ,  s e n t e n c e ,  pa ragraph  e o r  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  o rd inance  be h e l d  t o  be i n v a l i d  o r  uncons t i -  
t u t i o n a l  t h e  remaining p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  ordinance  s h a l l  remain 
i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t .  
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SECTION 3. Any person,  firm, corpora t ion  v i o l a t i n g  any 
of t h e  provisions of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be deemed t o  be g u i l t y  
of a C las s  C misdemeanor and upon convic t ion  i n  t h e  Municipal. 
Court s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  to  a f i n e  n o t  to exceed Two Hundred 
Dol la rs  ($200.00) f o r  each of fense .  

.... --,---S_ECTJ:ON 4. The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p re sen t  ordinances of the  

I- 
...,.. . . . . .  

City  oE Mesquite are inadequate  to p r o t e c t  t h e  h e a l t h ,  s a fe ty  
and wel fare  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  thereof  c r e a t e s  an urgency and 
emergency and r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  .*~. ...A . . .  
immediately from its passage and p u b l i c a t i o n  as t h e  law i n  such 
cases provides. 

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by t h e  Ci ty  Council of the City of 
Mesquite, Texas, on t h e  2nd day of May, A.D., 1983. ... 
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ATTEST: 

MAYOR 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

El land Archer 
Ci ty  Attorney 
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