
ORDINANCE NO. 1 8 6 1  . . . . . . . . . . .  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, 
AMENDING CHAPTER I V  OF THE CODE Gi THE C I T Y  
OF MESQUITE BY PROVIDING M I N I M U M  STANDARDS 
FOR DOG KENNELS AND BY PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; 
BY PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; BY PROVI- 
D I N G  FOR A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TVO !IUNDRED 
DOLLARS ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND DECLAR- 
I N G  AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, it h a s  been determined t h a t  i t  i s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t  t o  p rov ide  c e r t a i n  minimum s tandards  f o r  dog kennels .  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. Tha t  Chap te r  I V  of t h e  Code of t h e  C i t y  of 
Mesqui te  is hereby amendcd by adding a new A r t i c l e  I V  e n t i t l e d  
Dog Kennels t o  read  as f o l l o w s ;  i n  a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  t o  remain 
i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t :  

ARTICLE IV - DOG ICENNCLS ;w 
,& I. D e f i n i t i o n  - Commerci.al Dog Kennel: A p l a c e  of b u s i n e s s  

w.'" where  dogs a r e  bought  or  s o l d ,  groomed, b red  o r  boarded.  Also *~;!,..<. .~ , .  i n c l u d e d  f o r  t h e  purpose  of t h i s  ordinance  a r e  dog t r a i n i n g  estab- 
......... l i s h m e n t s  and human animal  c o n t r o l  f a c i l i t i e s .  The f o l l o w i n g  u s e s  

a r e  excluded from t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  . 
;*?& are o p e r a t e d  f o r  such purpose  and a l l  animals kept  o r  boarded a r e  
wPrr k e p t  and boarded i n c i d e n t a l  t o  such purposes a s  animal  h o s p i t a l s  

q or c l i n i c s ,  p e t  shops ,  s c i e n t i f i c  r e sea rch  f a c i l i t i e s  and govern- 
+&,<, ......... m e n t a l  animal ho ld ing  pounds. Where dogs a r e  kep t  and boarded Wii 
.n,i:.. 

f o r  h i r e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  u s e s ,  t h i s  o rd inance  s h a l l  
.c,"-. ., . . be a p p l i c a b l e  t.o such e x t e n t .  
;z;wu ..i 
*+A< 

11. C o n s t r u c t i o n  S t a n d a r d s  ( A l l  s t a n d a r d s  r e q u i r e d  h e r e i n  
.2$ & a re  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  and cumula t ive  of a l l  o t h e r  o rd inance  r e q u i r e -  

ments  such a s  b u i l d i n g ,  f i r e ,  zoning, plumbing an3 e l e c t r i c a l  
o r d i n a n c e .  ) 

.% :+ . ,". ...... 
:,$.it (4 A. A 1 1  f l o o r  s u r f a c e s  i n  case  a reas  m u s t  b e  smooth, non- 
&tl1 a b s o r b e n t ,  e a s i l y  c l e a n a b l e  and must: be f r e e  of c r a c k s  and ch ips .  

Accep tab le  f l o o r  s u r f a c e s  i n c l u d e  commercial grade  s h e e t  v i n y l  o r  
s e a l e d  c o n c r c t c ,  brush  f i n i s h .  No c a r p c t  s h a l l  be allowed, i n  any 
a r e a s  e x c e p t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v ?  o f f i c e .  

rn 
F1 :.,. I B. Wall s u r f a c e s :  Walls w i l l  be smooth, non-absorbent ,  . 

e a s i l y  c l e a n a b l e .  Wall s u r f a c e s  i n  a reas  f r e e  from w a t e r  exposure  

#f9 +., 
may b e  epoxy pa in ted  sheeLrock,  ceramic t i l e ,  p r e - f i n i s h e d  baked- 

*..,.. , ; on enamel p a n e l s ,  or epoxy p a i n t e d  h a d i t e  block. Areas s u b j e c t  t o  
mi 
..'"%1- 

w a t e r  and s p l a s h  such as n e a r  bathtuhs and& s i n k s  must have a 
non-absorbent  pane l  e x t e n d i n g  t o  t h e  h ighes t  .~ l e v c l  ~ of sp lash .  b 

. . . . .  . . .  .- ,..-. & 



0 0  C. C e i l i n g s :  Must b e  f r e e  o f  damage, h o l e s ,  c r e v i c e s ,  
and t i g h t  f i t t i n g  i f  a c o u s t i c a l  c e i l i n g  p a n e l s  a r e  
used,  and should b e  o f  a l i g h t  co lo r .  Epoxy pa in ted  
s h e e t x o c k  and/or p r e e i n i s h e d  pane l s  may b e  used.  I 

D. Automat ic  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  w i l l  b e  ~ n s t a l l e d  i n  each w 
d i v i d e d  room i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s t o r a g e  room and admini- 
s t r a t i v e  o f f r c e .  

111, Plumbing: A 1 1  kennel  r u n s  w i l l  be provided wi th  adequate 
d r a i n s  w i t h  h a i r  t r a p s ,  and d r a i n  i n t o  a n  approved sewage 
system. Kennel runs  w i l l  have  a;, overhead cover  f o r  t h e  
purpose  oE p r e v e n t i n g  r a i n w a t e r  from e n t e r i n g  t h e  sewage 
system. Gut ters  and d r a i n s  must be kept  c l ean  and operable  
a t  a l l  t i m e s .  No e x c e s s  washjwaste wa te r  w i l l  b e  allowed 
on a d j a c e n t  p r o p e r t y ,  s t r e e t s ,  o r  highways. 

I V .  Requirements  f o r  Heat and V e n t i l a t i o n  

A. Heat:  During c o l d  w e a t h e r  a minimum temperature of 75O 
f o r  i n f a n t  an imals  and 65" f o r  a d u l t  animals i s  requ i red .  

B. V e n t i l a t i o n :  Animal areas must have forced f a n  v e n t i l a -  
t i o n  a d e q u a t e  t o  v e n t i l a t e  odors and prevent  moisture 
b u i  l d u ~ .  

C. Coo l ing :  I n  s m e r  months, i f  coo l ing  is  provided,  it 
must h a v e  f r e s h  a i r  i n t a k e  and exchange adequate  t o  
v e n t i l a t e  odors  and  p r e v e n t  moisture buildup.  

V. Genera l  S a n i t a t i o n  -- Requirements f o r  Daily Cleaning 

A. A 1 1  k e n n e l s ,  c a g e s ,  and o u t s i d e  runs s h a l l  be washed 
w i t h  h o t  w a t e r  and a c l e a n i n y  s o l u t i o n  each day. 

B. A d i s i n f e c t a n t ,  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l ,  s h a l l  
b e  u s e d  a  minimum o f  t w i c e  a  week t o  cover a l l  a r e a s  
t h e  a n i m a l s  may come i n  c o n t a c t  wi th .  

C. Food a n d  w a t e r  bowls and t r a y s  must b e  washed and dis -  
i n f e c t e d  on a  d a i l y  b a s i s .  

D. Ongoing s a n i t a t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  proper c l e a n  up 
d u r i n g  t h c  day  of  animal  waste ,  u r i n e ,  and o t h e r  excre- 
ment i n c l u d i n g  h a i r  from grooming. 

E. Hot and  cold water  s u p p l y  must be available t o  a l l  
c a g e s ,  r u n s  and grooming a r e a s .  

. . . . .  . .. -.-. ~ ~~~ ~ ~- ~. ~ -7 

P. A l l  rooms must be k e p t  f r e e  of d e b r i s ,  t; .:sh and d i r t .  

G.  A 1 1  open a r e a s  used f o r  t h e  e x e r c i s e  of animals  must 
be k e p t  c l e a n  and f r e e  of  f e c e s  t o  minimize f l y  and 
r o d e n t  a t t r a c t i o n .  Adjacci~l .  grounds wi th in  t h e  p r r -  
mises must  b e  kept  mowed and f r e e  of s t a n d i n g  water ,  
t r a s h  and  d e b r i s .  The e n t i r e  premises excluding f r o n t  
b u i l d i n g  l i n e  w i l l  be enc losed  wi th  a  s o l i d  f e n c e  6 
f o o t  h i g h .  



V I .  I n s e c t  and Rodent C o n t r o l  -- A l l  p r e c a u t i o n s  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  
t o  min imize  t h e  e n t r a n c e  of  f l i e s  and r o d e n t s .  Approved 
c h e m i c a l s  and b a i t s  w i l l  b e  u t i l i z e d  a s  needed o r  a l i c e n s e d  
bonded exterminator c o n t r a c t e d  w i t h .  

....... ..- . ,--.. ~..". 
I T o i l e t  F a c i l i t i e s  -- Each f a c i l i t y  w i l l  be provided wi th  

a d e q u a t e  commodes, u r i n a l s ,  s i n k s ,  and a  shower w i t h  h o t  a n d  
c o l d  r u n n i n g  water  t o  b o t h .  A u t i l i t y  s i n k  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  
f o r  t h e  c l e a n i n g  o f  t o o l s  such as squeegees,  mops, waste c a n s  
and o t h e r  tools p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  kennel.  
Hand t o w e l s  and s o a p  d i s p e n s e r s  w i l l  b e  provided.  

VIII. Minimal Animal E n c l o s u r e  S i z e s :  

A. Large  b r e e d s  ( o v e r  50 i b s . )  w i l l  have a  minimum of  4 '  x 
6 '  o r  24 s q u a r e  f e e t  of  f l o o r  a r e a  pe r  animal;  medium 
b r e e d s  (26-50 l b s . )  w i l l  have a  minimum of  4 '  x 5 '  o r  
20 sq .  f t .  o f  f l o o r  a r e a  p e r  animal;  and s m a l l  breeds  
(5-25 l b s . )  w i l l  h a v e  a  minimum of 3 '  x  4 '  or 1 2  sq .  ft. 
o f  f l o o r  s p a c e  p e r  a n i m a l .  

B. Mul t i -animal  Dog Kennels  -- N o  more t h a n  two l a r g e  I 

b r e e d s ,  2  medium b r e e d s ,  o r  3 smal l  breed dogs i n  50 
. . .,a sq. f t .  o f  f l o o r  a r e a .  

.... 
,yvq 
, ,.* ( I  I X .  Dog Kennel  Equipnlcnt: 
+I *.:.,:;; 
.$~.~.$j m A. Must have  w a t e r  r e c e p t a c l e s  and food bowls o r  s e l f  
y,-q -... f e e d e r s .  The f e e d  bowls o r  s e l f  f e e d e r  bowls must b e  ..... aluminum o r  s t a i n l e s s  s t e e l .  

B .  M o i s t u r e  p roof  r e s t i n g  boards  a r e  needed i f  t h e  f l o o r s  
are n o t  h c a t c d .  

C .  A d d i t i o n a l  h o l d i n g  c a g e s  must be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  animals 
when rooms or c a g e s  a r e  be ing  c leaned .  

D.  Grooming T a b l f s  -- A l l  groomlng t a b l e s  must be con- 
s t r u c t e d  of  d u r a b l e ,  non-absorbent,  c o r r o s i o n  proof 
m a t e r i a l .  Thesc  t a b l c s  may be s t a i n l e s s  s t e e l ,  p o l i s h e d  
aluminum, s y n t h e t i c  polymer board o r  formica. Formica 
t a b l c s  must bc f r e e  o f  s c r a t c h e s ,  p i t s ,  ox c r a c k s .  I 
Rvbbcr or v i n y l  ma t s  may be used on a n  approved grooming 
tablf t o  r e d u c e  s l i p p i n g .  

E .  B a t h t u b s  -- A l l  t u b s  must b e  c o r r o s i o n  proof and must 
b e  c a p a b l e  o f  p r o p e r  s a n i t i z a t i o n .  There s h a l l  be a  
s p l a s h  guard  j n s t a l l e d  on a1.l w a l l s  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  tub .  -- _I_*I 

The s p l a s h  g u a r d  must  extcnd approximately t h r e e  f e e t  
above t h e  t o p  r i i n  o f  t h e  tub .  Elevated  frames o r  p l a t -  
forms f o r  t u b s  must b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  of  metal .  



X .  Food S t o r a g e  Room:  A s e p a r a t e  food s t o r a g e  room must b e  ' 

p r o v i d e d .  It must  b e  mois tu re  p roof  and i n s e c t  and r o d e n t  
p r o o f .  Food s a c k s  and /o r  c o n t a i n e r s  must be  s t o r e d  o f f  
t h e  f l o o r  4 -6"  o n  d u c t  boards  t o  a l l o w  f o r  c l e a n i n g .  I f  
p e r i s h a b l e  food  i s  p r o v i d e d ,  a d e q u a t e  r e f r i g e r a t i o n  w i l l  

.... b e  avail&blo . . .  
. . .- ..d . . . . .  

XI. L i g h t i n g :  I n d o o r  housing f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  dogs s h a l l  have a t  
l e a s t  30 E t .  c a n d l e s  i n  each room where  dogs a r e  housed.  
Such l i g h t r i n g  s h a l l  p rov ide  u n i f o r m i l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  i l l u m i n a -  
t i o n  t o  p e r m i t  r o u t i n e  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  c l e a n i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  
e n t i r e  w o r k i n g  p e r i o d .  Primary e n c l o s u r e s  ( c a g e s )  s h a l l  b e  
s o  p l a c e d  as t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  d o g s  from e x c e s s i v e  i l l u m i n a t i o n .  

XII. Waste D i s p o s a l :  A l l  garbage,  t r a s h ,  h a i r ,  d e b r i s  and f e c e s  
p i c k e d  u p  f rom g r a v e l e d  o r  g r a s s y  p a r t  of t h e  compound w i l l  
b e  p l a c e d  i n  metal c a n s  o r  p l a s t i c  g a r b a g e  bags ,  t i e d  s e c u r e l y  
and p u t  i n  a dumps te r  approved by t h e  C i t y  of  Mesquite.  Sf 
a d o g  s h o u l d  d i e  i n  t h e  kennel  i t  s h a l l  n o t  b e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  
g a r b a g e  c a n  or dumps te r  b u t  r e t u r n e d  t o  i t s  owner i f  b e i n g  
b o a r d e d  or i f  f o r  s a l e  it s h a l l  be  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  s a n i t a r y  
l a n d f i l l  f o r  b u r i a l  a t  t h e  o w n e r ' s  expense .  

X I I I .  B r e e d i n g :  P u p p i e s  w i l l  be housed i n  t h e  same pr imary e n c l o -  
s u r e  w i t h  t h e i r  dams. A t  l e a s t  30 s q .  f t .  o f  f l o o r  s p a c e  
w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  each l i t ter .  N o  d c u b l i n s  up w i l l  be - - - 
a l l o w e d .  

I .  V a c c i n a t i o n s  -- Rabies  v a c c i n a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  
a l l  dogs  " f o r  s a l e "  over t h e  a g e  o f  4 months. 

XV. I n s p e c t i o n  and  P e r m i t :  Each doy keni le l  w i l l  pay t h e  C i t y  o f  
M e s q u i t e  $LGO/year f o r  l i c e n s i n g  and i n s p e c t i o n .  The H e a l t h  
A u t h o r i t y  or h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w i l l  i n s p r c t  each f a c i l i t y  
e v e r y  t h r e e  months  o r  as needed t o  i n s u r e  compl iance  w i t h  
t h i s  o r d i n a n c e .  No k e n n e l  s h a l l  b e  o p e r a t e d  u n t i l  it h a s  
been  i n s p e c t e d  a n d  approved by t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite Hea l th  
Depar tment .  

SECTION 2. S h o u l d  any word, p h r a s e ,  s e n t e n c e ,  pa ragraph  o r  
s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  b e  h e l d  t o  be i n v a l i d  o r  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
t h e  r e m a i n i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  remain i n  f u l l  
f o r c e  and e f f e c t .  ~ ~ $4 !.. 

, , . ,, . . .. , SECTION 3. Any p e r s o n ,  f i r m ,  or  c o r p r a t i o n  v i o l a t i n g  any  of 
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  be deemed t o  be  g u i l t y  of  
misdemeanor and upon c o n v i c t i o n  i n  t h e  Munic ipa l  Cour t  s h a l l  be  
s u b j e c t  t o  a f i n e  n o t  t o  exceed  Two Hundred D o l l a r s  ($200.00) f o r  

e , , c h n f f e n s e ,  --- 

SECTION 4 .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  o r d i n a n c e s  of t h e  C i t y  
o f  M e s q u i t e  a r e  i n a d e q u a t e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  l i c a l t h ,  s a f e t y  and 
w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  t h e r e o f  c r c a t e s  a n  u r g e n r  alrd emergcr. 
and r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  t a k o  e f f e c t  in in~cdia te ly  
f rom i t s  p a s s a g e  and l>ub l . i ca t ion  a s  t h e  law i n  such c a s e s  p r o v i d e s .  

; ;4., 
. . . . .  * 



G( ,233 
DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the  City 

. . .  of Mesquite, Texas, on the  7 th  day o f  February , A .  D . ,  1983. 

.......... .-- .... 

.. 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: ~. .  
. . . .  

E l l a n d  Archer 
Ci ty  Attorney 
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