
ORDINANCE NO. 3.843 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE cIm OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 20 O F  THE CODE OF THE C I T Y  
O F  MESQUITE, TEXAS, PROVIDING FOR THE ESTAB- 
LISHMENT AND REGULATION O F  WRECKER SERVICE 
OPERATORS WITHIN THE C I T Y ;  PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY 
NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED ($200.00) DOLLARS; 
PROVIDING FOR THE &PEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES 
IN CONFLICT WITH T H I S  ORDINANCE; AND DPCLARING 
AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, t h e  City Council  of t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite has  
found i t  necessary  t o  t h e  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  and pub l i c  wel fare  
of the i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  the  C i t y  to  o b t a i n  dependable and 
adequate  wrecker s e r v i c e  f o r  the  C i t y  a t  competi t ive r a t e s ;  
and ,  

WHEREAS, i t  i s  necessary  t h a t  t hose  engaged i n  providing 
wrecker  s e r v i c e  meet c e r t a i n  minimum s tandards ;  

NOW, THEREFORE. BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION I. That Chapter 2'3 of the  Code of the  City of 
~ e s ~ u i t e ,  Texas, be and is  hereby amended to  r ead  a s  fol lows.  
i n  a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s ,  s a i d  Code t o  remain i n  f u l l  fo rce  and 
e f f e c t  : 

CHAPTER 20 

WRECKER SERVICE 

ARTICLE I - GENERAL 

There is  hereby e s t a b l i s h e d  a procedure f o r  obta in ing  
wrecker  s e r v i c e  i n  the  City o f  Mesquite a s  follows: 

S e c .  20-1. RESPONSE TO CALLS. 

4 (A) Standard Duty Wrecker Se rv ice  

No person  o ther  than an a u t h o r i z e d  t ~ e c k e r  s e r v i c s  opera tor  I 
and his a e n t s ,  se rvants ,  and employees s h a l l  respond t o  a P o l i c e  
standard-fiuty wrecker c a l l ,  p rovided  however, t h a t  i n  case of  an I 
emergency, the  Po l i ce  Department or o t h e r  agency of the C i ty  may 
a u t h o r i z e  o t h e r s  t o  render  s p e c i f i c  s e r v i c e s  i n  connection wi th  
a s p e c i f i c  emergency. Such a u t h o r i z a t i o n  s h a l l  not extend t o  o ther  
s i t u a t i o n s  sr times. T h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  no t  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  
p r o h i b i t  t h e  owner or  o p e r a t o r  of  a d i s a b l e d  vehicLe from securing I 

t h e  p r i v a t e  wrecker s e r v i c e  of h i s  cho ice ,  where s a i d  d i sab led  ve- 
.- 

h i c l e  does n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a hazard o r  impediment t o  t r a f f i c .  

i E 
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(B) Reavy Duty Wrecker Service 

No person o the r  t han  an authorized wrecker s e rv i ce  operator  
and h i s  agents,  s e rvan t s ,  and employees s h a l l  respond t o  a Pol ice  
heavy-duty wrecker c a l l ,  provided however, t h a t  i n  case  of an emer- 
gency, t h e  Pol ice  Department o r  o the r  agency of the C i ty  may autho- 
r i z e  o the r s  t o  tender  s p e c i f i c  s e rv i ces  i n  connection with a 
s p e c i f i c  emergency. Such au thor iza t ion  s h a l l  n o t  extend t o  o the r  
s i t u a t i o n s  or  t imes.  This  sec t ion  s h a l l  no t  be i n t e rp re t ed  t o  
p r o h i b i t  the owner of  a disabled veh ic l e  Prom u t i l i z i n g  a heavy- 
duty wrecker owned by and r eg i s t e r ed  t o  t he  owner of t h e  disabled 
vehic le ,  where s a i d  d i sab led  vehic le  does not c o n s t i t u t e  o hazard 
o r  impediment to  t r a f f i c .  

Sec. 20-2. OPELUTOR'S RESPONSIBILITY. 

Each authorized wrecker s e rv i ce  operator  s h a l l  b e  respon- 
s i b l e  f o r  responding t o  c a l l s  within h i s  area  o f  operat ion as 
defined herein.  Operators s h a l l  have ava i l ab l e  s u f f i c i e n t  
personnel and equipment t o  provide se rv i ce  a t  a l l  t imes and 
s h a l l  be  responsible  f o r  securing the s e rv i ces  of  o the r  wrecker 
s e rv i ce  companies o r  ind iv idua ls  a s  agents  of t h e  authorized 
opera tor  i n  t h e  event of unava i l ab i l i t y  of equipment o r  per- 
sonnel.  

Sec. 20-3. CONDUCT OF PERSONEIEL. I 
While the au thor ized  wrecker s e r v i c e  i s  a p r i v a t e  enter-  

p r i s e ,  such se rv i ce  i s  i n  t he  nature  of a publ ic  funct ion and 
a l l  personnel so engaged s h a l l  conduct thenselves  i n  a digni- 1 

f i e d  and respectable  manner, s h a l l  be courteous to  t he  publ ic ,  
and s h a l l  follow d i r e c t i o n s  of t he  i nves t iga t ing  o f f i c e r  a s  t o  
d i spos i t i on  of v e h i c l e s  t o  be moved o r  towed t o  a p lace  of 
s torage.  

Sec. 20-4. PERMITS. 

Each wrecker s e r v i c e  operator or  employee s h a l l  be  approved 
by t h e  Chief of Po l i ce  and s h a l l  b e  of  good moral charac te r  and 
q u a l i f i e d  to perform t h e  se rv ice  requi red .  To b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  
au thor iza t ion ,  ope ra to r s  must a t  all times be cur ren t  i n  t h e i r  
ob l iga t ions  t o  t he  C i t y ,  including payment of ad valorem and 
o the r  taxes .  

Sec. 20-5. LIABILITY AblD FIDELITY. - -- 
Each w e - k e r  s e r v i c e  operator s h a l l  hold t h e  City harmless 

from l i a b i l i t y  f o r  any a c t  o r  omission on the p a r t  of t he  
opera tor ,  h i s  agents ,  s e rvan t s ,  o r  employees anci s h a l l  provide 
a po l icy  of l i a b i l i t y  insurance with  a minimum pol icy  coverage 
of f i f t y  thousand ($50,000.00) d o l l a r s  per  person o r  one-hun- 
dre2 thousand ($100,000.00) d o l l a r s  per  incident  for  bodi ly  
i n ju ry  and f i f t y  thousand ($50,000.00) d o l l a r s  f o r  damage to 
proper ty .  
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Sec. 20-6. REPORTS. 

During the  term o f  operation, wrecker s e r v i c e  operators  . _ . _  ~...?r 
s h a l l  f u r n i s h  such r e p o r t s ,  both o r a l  and w r i t t e n ,  a s  may be  
r equ i red  by t h e  Pol ice Department. 

Sec. 20-7. AVAILABILITY OF SERVICE. 

Each wrecker se rv ice  operator must provide twenty-four (24) 
hour s e r v i c e  and be equipped with not l e s s  than  two (2) telephone 
l i n e s  i n  t h e  off ice-s torage area.  After r egu la r  business  hours 
each wrecker se rv ice  operator s h a l l  furnish one (1) telephone 
number. I t  s h a l l  be the  respons ib i l i ty  of each wrecker serv ice  
opera tor  t o  receive h i s  c a l l s  e i t h e r  a t  t h i s  telephone number o r  
over t h e  p o l i c e  o r  general government r ad io  channel.  

Sec. 20-8 .  CLTY RESPONSIBILITY. 

The C i t y  s h a l l  i n  no event be responsible f o r  towing o r  
s to rage  charges or  charges fo r  r e l a t ed  se rv ices  performed pur- 
suant  t o  t h i s  Chapter. 

Sec. 20-9. LIENS. 

Liens a r i s i n  from towing and storage charges under t h i s  
Chapter s h a l l  be f imited t o  the  vehicle(s)  and a c t u a l  a t tach-  
ments and accessor ies  but s h a l l  nclt a t tach  to  personal  e f f ec t s  
wi th in  t h e  vehic le(s ) .  

Sec. 20-10. GROUNDS FOR REVOCATION OF AUTHORIZATION. 

F a i l u r e  t o  comply with the  requirements o f  t h i s  Chapter 
by any wrecker serv ice  operator s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  grounds f o r  
revocat ion  of  authorizat ion and may be considered i n  any fu ture  
app l i ca t ion .  

ARTICLE II - STANDARD WRECKER SERVICE 

Sec. 20-11. DEFINITION. 

Standard wrecker serv ice  s h a l l  be def ined as t h a t  service 
r e q u i r i n g  wrecker equipment of l e s s  capab i l i t y  than  Heavy Duty 
Wrecker Se rv ice  as defined i n  A r t i c l e  111 of t h i s  Chapter. 

Sec. 20- 12. DISTRICTS. 

For  t h e  purpose of  t h i s  A r t i c l e ,  t h e  C i ty  of Mesquite i s  
divided i n t o  two (2) d i s t r i c t s  as follows: 

(1) North Mesquite I l i s t r i c t  - That a rea  of  the  C i t y  North 
of a l i n e  beginning a t  the West City l i m i t s  and t h e  cen te r l ine  
of t h e  median of U.S. Highway 80 and extending along such center- 
l i n e  t o  t h e  East Ci ty l i m i t s ,  including t h a t  po r t ion  of  any i 
i n t e r s e c t i n g  s t r e e t s  withir, such area.  . . .  .- . . .  ....... .-A 
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(2) South Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - That  a r e a  of ehe C i t y  South 
of  t h e  c e n t e r l i n e  o f  the  median of U.S. Highway 80 as it extends 
from t h e  West Ci ty  l i m i t s  t o  t he  East C i t y  l i m i t s ,  i nc lud ing  
t h a t  p o r t i o n  of any i n t e r s e c t i n g  s t r e e t s  w i t h i n  such are- - 
Sec.  20-13. RATtS. 

Standard wrecker s e r v i c e  ope ra to r s  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  
C i t y  t o  respond t o  Po l i ce  wrecker c a l l s  s h a l l  be au tho r i zed  
t o  cha rge  t h e  fol lowing r a t e s  f o r  t h e  t owing  and s t o r a g e  of 
motor veh ic l e s .  Any charge not here in  l i s t e d  s h a l l  b e  a 
r easonab le  charge consider ing t h e  t ime,  e f f o r t ,  and equipment 
involved .  Provided, however, t h a t  any fee i n  excess of  f i v e  
($5.00) d o l l a r s  per  veh ic l e  per  day f o r  s t o r a g e  s h a l l  b e  deemed 
e x c e s s i v e  and i s  p roh ib i t ed .  

SERVICE RATE - 
(1) Standard Pickup and Tow $25.00 

(2)  Accident Pickup and Tow $30.00 

(3) Motorcycle Pickup and Tow $35.00 

( 4 )  Motorcycle Pickup and Tow 
(requiring t r a i l e r )  $50.00 

(5) Addi t iona l  Services  

(a )  Use d o l l i e s  $17.50 
(b)  1 opera tor  and 1 wrecker $20.00 per  hour  pro- ra ted  

on  15 minute increments 
(c )  Pickup ou t s ide  c i t y  

(1) Wirhin 1 mile No a d d i t i o n a l  charge 
(2)  Over 1 mile $ 1.00 per  m i l e ,  round t r i p  

(6) S torage  (ou ts ide)  $ 3.00 per  day 

S torage  f e e  s h a l l  mean the r a t e  cha rged  f o r  s t o r i n g  any 
v e h i c l e  no t  using more space than a p a s s e n g e r  automobile o r  
l i g h t  t r u c k  would use.  

S torage  charges s h a l l  begin a t  12:00 midnight  a f t e r  pickup. 
No s t o r a g e  charge s h a l l  be imposed on t h e  d a t e  of pickup. Af t e r  
t h e  day of pickup, any por t ion  of a day s h a l l  be considered a 
cha rgeab le  day. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ ~ ............ - .- 

A maxS.mum of twelve (12) f r e e  tovrs and s t o r a g e  charges  per  
d i s t r i c t  per  year  s h a l l  be provided where emergencies e x i s t  a s  
deemed necessary by t h e  Chief of Pol ice .  

Three (3) days f r e e  s torage  fees on s t o l e n  v e h i c l e s  as  
deemed necessary by t h e  Chief of Pol ice .  

.. 
. . . .  
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Standard wrecker service operators s h a l l  meet the following 
minimum requirements, together with the general requirements of 
A r t i c l e  I of t h i s  Chapter, and such other requirements as may be ' k  0 

necessarv to  t he  end tha t  ~ r o m t .  e f f i c i e n t  service mav be L. . . 
rendered; 

- 

(1) Minimum outs ide  storage - A minimum outside storage 
a r e a  o f  not  l e s s  than  16,500 square f e e t  designed t o  accommodate 
a minimum of 85 automobiles and/or l i g h t  trucks.  Area surface 
s h a l l  be of al l-weather construction. 

(2) Fencing - A perimeter fence of a t  l e a s t  s i x  (6) feet  
i n  he igh t  providing so l id  screening plus th ree  (3) strands of 
s a f e t y  (barbed) wi re  above the s o l i d  screening portion of chain- 
l i n k  o r  b e t t e r  s h a l l  be required. 

(3 )  Customer Parking - A minimum of f i ve  (5) vehicular 
parking spaces s h a l l  be provided f o r  use by customers of the 
opera tor .  

(4) Securi ty Storage - Space for a minimum of two (2) 
veh ic l e s  s h a l l  be provided inside a building w i t h  sui table  

I 
s e c u r i t y  for po l i ce  storage. 

(5) Location o f  Office/Storage Area - The storage area 
and o f f i c e  s h a l l  be contiguous and s h a l l  be open during regular 
business  hours. 

( 6 )  Securi ty - Each storage area s h a l l  be lighted by not 
l e s s  than two (2) mercury vapor l i g h t s  and s h a l l  be guarded by 
a watchman or a t r a ined  secur i ty  guard dog, and sha l l  be guarded 
a t  a l l  times. 

(7) F a c i l i t i e s  - Storageloffice f a c i l i t i e s  must be physi- 
c a l l y  located wi th in  the City of Mesquite, and in  the Dis t r ic t  
t o  b e  served, except where required t o  serve i n  another District 
during an emergency. 

(8) Equipn:ent - Each standard wrecker service operator 
f a c i l i t y  sha1.l provide not l e s s  than two (2)  wrecker units  with 
d r i v e r s .  k t  l e a s t  one (1) uni t  s h a l l  be equipped with approved 
two-way radio capable of operation on frequencies designated by 
the  Pol ice  Department, and approved emergency l ighting.  Each . 
wrecker un i t  s h a l l  carry a push broom and a f t e r  each accident 
at whish a piclcup is made, the wrecker personnel sha l l  thor- 
oughly sweep and rcnove a l l  glass and other debris  from the 
s t r e e t s .  Each wrecker driver s h a l l  keep a receipt  book approved 
by t h e  Police Department. 
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(9) Experience - Wrecker s e r v i c e  opera tors  s h a l l  show 
evidence of experience, a b i l i t y ,  and con t inu i ty  of  ope ra t ion  

, d o  t h e  end tha t  they s h a l l  b e  a b l e  t o  provide e f f i c i en t :  . . . . . . . .  and r..~.c ..: ..... ...... 1 =.:. -... 
uninterrupted se rv ice .  

Sec. 20-15. DISCRETION O F  POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

Due t o  the emergency n a t u r e  o f  wrecker s e r v i c e ,  c e r t a i n  
matters a r e  determined t o  n e c e s s a r i l y  be wi th in  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  
o f  t h e  Police Department. 

(1) Type o r  c l ads  of wrecker needed - The P o l i c e  Depart- 
ment sha l l  have the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c a l l i n g  the type  
(Standard o r  Heavy Duty) wrecker  deemed s u i t a b l e  for any p a r t i -  
c u l a r  s i t ua t ion  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  wrecker se rv ice .  

(2) Location of d i s a b l e d  v e h i c l e  - The D i s t r i c t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a r e  f o r  the  convenience of  t h e  C i ty  and t o  prevent  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  
e f f o r t .  When s tandard wrecker s e r v i c e  i s  needed, t h e  P o l i c e  
Department s h a l l  determine i n  which d i s t r i c t  t h e  d i sab led  v e h i c l e  
i s  located and n o t i f y  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  standard wrecker s e r v i c e  
opera tor .  I n  s i t u a t i o n s  where i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  determine t h e  
appl icab le  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  de te rminar ion  by the P o l i c e  Department 
s h a l l  control .  

(3 )  Response t ime - The Po l i ce  Department s h a l l  have d i s -  
c r e t i o n  to  determine a reasonable  response t ime  based upon t h e  
circumstances such a s  t r a f f i c  congest ion or o the r  f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  
i n  a pa r t i cu l a r  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  may a f f e c t  t he  p u b l i c  s a f e t y .  Upon 
f a i l u r e  on the p a r t  o f  t h e  o p e r a t o r  c a l l e d  t o  so respond,  t h e  
P o l i c e  Department may c a l l  another  wrecker ope ra to r .  A response  

I t ime of t h i r t y  (30) minutes may be used as  a guide f o r  reasonable-  
ness, but may vary depending upon circumstances.  

Sec. 20-16. AUTHORIZED OPERnTORS DESIGNATED. 

Subject t o  compliance wi th  t h e  requirements of t h i s  Chapter .  
t h e  following Standard Wrecker Se rv i ce  Operarors a r e  hereby 
designated and au thor ized  t o  respond t o  Pol.ice wrecker c a l l s  f o r  
s tandard  wrecker s e r v i c e  w i t h i n  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s  as  fol lows:  

(1) South Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - Wayne Williams, d.b.a.  
Williams Paint  and Body Shop, from January 1, 1983, through 
December 31, 1933. I 

(2 )  North Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - Jack  Hester ,  d . b . a . ,  J ack  
---Iiester Shel l  Service,  from January 1, 1983, through December 31, 4 

1983. 

*:.. 
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ARTICLE 111 - HEAVY DUTY WRECKER SERVICE - - ;  

Sec. 20-17. DEFINITION 
> \ -  -.. -- 

' Heavy Duty Wrecker S e r v i c e  s h a l l  be  def ined  as t h a t  s e r v i c e  
r e q u i r i n g  wrecker equipment w i t h  a tandem a x l e  with a minimum 
Gross Vehicle  Weight of 38,000 pounds and a minimum boom r a t i n g  
of 25 t o n s .  

Sec.  20-18. RATES. 

Heavy Duty Wrecker S e r v i c e  Operators authorized by t h e  
C i t y  t o  respond t o  P o l i c e  wrecker c a l l s  s h a l l  be authorized 
t o  charge  t h e  fo l lowing  r a t e s  f o r  the towing and s torage of  
v e h i c l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t r a i l e r s  and accessor ies .  Any charge n o t  
h e r e i n  l i s t e d  s h a l l  be a reasonable  charge considering t h e  
t ime .  e f f o r t ,  and equipment included.  

SEWICE RATE - 
(1) Standsrd c r  Accident 

Pickup and Tow 
$60.00 per hour ($75.00 min.) 
f o r  one (1) heavy duty wrecker 
and dr iver  

Chargeable t i m e  shall. beg in  upon wrecker  movement from i t s  7 

b a s e  f a c i l i t y  or o t h e r  p o i n t  of o r ig in  w i t h i n  the City and s h a l l  
t e r m i n a t e  upon a r r i v a l  a t  i t s  b a s e  f a c i l i t y  upon completion of  
t h e  wrecker  c a l l .  The minimum charge s h a l l  be $75. Time a f t e r  
t h e  f i r s t  one and one-quar te r  hours s h a l l  b e  prorated i n  f i f t e e n  
(15 minute  increments .  

(2)  Other  Labor $15.00 per hour pxo-rated i n  
15  minute increments 

(3 )  S p e c i a l  Equipment Charges Usual and Customary r a t e s  
1 

(Use o f  c r a n e s ,  a i r  bags, charged for s e rv i ce  i n  t h e  
e t c .  neces sa ry  t o  l i f t  o r  Dallas Metropolitan a r e a  
o the rwi se  manipula te  d i s -  
a b l e d  heavy equipment. 

(4) S to rage  ( o u t s i d e )  

(a )  Trucl:- tractors $5.00 per day 
( b )  Sev. i - t raFler  o r  t r a i l e r  $5.00 per day 
(c) Dual tandem cab and $5 .OO per day 

c h a s s i s  ( b o b - t a i l )  
t r ucks  

........ .~ ~ - .- a 
S t o r a g e  charges  s h a l l  b e g i n  a t  1 2 : O O  midnight a f t e r  piclcup. 

No s t o r a g e  charge s l ~ a l L  b e  imposed on the  d a t e  of pickup. A f t e r  
t h e  d a y  of pickup, any p o r t i o n  of  a day s h a l l  be considered a 
chargeable  day. 

t 

2 
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One (1) f r e e  tow and s torage fee  per year  s h a l l  be  provided 
where emergencies  ex i s t  as deemed necessary ... by. he_%ief~ .- 

Three (3) d a y s  free s torage  fees on s t o l e n  v e h i c l e s  a s  deemed 
n e c e s s a r y  by the Chief of Pol ice .  

Sec . 20-19. OPERATOR REQUIREMENTS. 

Heavy Duty Wrecker Service Operators s h a l l  meet t h e  
fo l lowing  minimum requirements, together with  the g e n e r a l  
requi rements  o f  A r t i c l e  I. of t h i s  Chapter, and such o t h e r  
requi rements  a s  may be necessary t o  the end t h a t  prompt, 
e f f i c i e n t  s e r v i c e  may be rendered. 

(1)  M i n i m u m  outs ide s torage  - A minimum ou t s ide  s t o r a g e  
a r e a  designed t o  accommodate not l e s s  than three  (3)  t r a c t o r /  
t r a i l e r  u n i t s  s h a l l  be provided. Area sur face  s h a l l  b e  o f  
a l l -wea the r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

(2) Fenc ing  - A perimeter fence of a t  l e a s t  s i x  (6) 
f e e t  Ln h e i g h t  p rovid ing  s o l i d  screening, p lus  t h r e e  (3) 
e r r a n d s  of s a f e t y  (barbed) wire above the s o l i d  s c reen ing  
p o r t i o n  of c h a i n - l i n k  or b e t t e r  s h a l l  be required.  

(3) Customer parking - A minimum of t h ree  (3) v e h i c u l a r  
p a r k i n g  spaces  s h a l l  be provided for  use by customers of t h e  
o p e r a t o r .  

( 4 )  S e c u r i t y  - Storage a reas  s h a l l  be l i g h t e d  by n o t  
l e s s  t h a n  two ( 2 )  mercury vapor l i gh t s  and s h a l l  b e  guarded 
by a watchman o r  a t ra ined secur i ty  guard dog, and s h a l l  be 
guarded a t  a l l  t i m e s .  

(5)  L o c a t i o n  of  o f f ice l s torage  area - S t o r a g e l o f f i c e  
f a c i l i t i e s  must b e  physical ly  located within t he  C i t y  of  
Mesqui te  and e h a l l  b e  open during regular  business  hours .  

( 6 )  Equipment - Each Heavy Duty Wrecker Service  Opera- 
t o r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  a t  l ea s t  one (1) Heavy Duty Wrecker u n i t  a s  
d e f i n e d  h e r e i n .  A t  l e a s t  one (1) un i t  s h a l l  be equipped w i t h  
approved two-way r a d i o  equipment capable of opera t ion  on 
f r e q u e n c i e s  d e s i g n a t e d  by t he  Pol ice  Department, and s h a l l  be 
equipped with  approved emergency l i g h t s .  Each u n i t  s h a l l  
c a r r y  a push-broom and a f t e r  cach accident a t  which a pickup 
is made, t he  w r e c k e r  personnel s h a l l  thoroughly sweep and 
remove all g l a s s  and  other dcb r i s  from the s t r e e t s .  Each 
wrecker  d r i v e r  s h a l l  keep a rece ip t  boo!: approved by t h e  
Polf  ce Depar tnent .  



( 7 )  Experience - Authorized Heavy Duty Wrecker Service 
Operators s h a l l  have a minimum of one (1) year ' s  experience 
i n  t he  operation of Heavy Duty Wrecker Equipment a s  defined 
here in .  Each Heavy Duty Wrecker Driver s h a l l  have a minimum 
of one (1)  year ' s  experience i n  the operation of Medium or  
Heavy Duty wrecker equipment. 

Sec. 20-20. DISCRETION OF POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

Due t o  the emergency nature of wrecker se rv ice ,  ce r t a in  
mat ters  a r e  determirled t o  necessari ly be wi th in  the  d i sc re t ion  
of t he  Pol ice  Department: 

(1) Type or c lass  of wrecker needed - The Pol ice  Depart- 
ment s h a l l  have the respons ib i l i ty  for  c a l l i n g  the type 
(Standard o r  Heavy Duty) wrecker deemed s u i t a b l e  fox  any pa r t i -  
cu l a r  s i t u a t i o n  necess i ta t ing  wrecker service.  

(2) Response Time - The Police Department s h a l l  have dis- 
c r e t i on  t o  determine a reasonable response time based upon the 
circumstances such a s  t r a f f i c  congestion or  o ther  f ac to r s  involved 
i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  may a f f ec t  the  publ ic  sa fe ty .  Upon 
f a i l u r e  on the p a r t  of the operator ca l led  t o  respond, the  Police 
Department may c a l l  another wrecker service  operator .  A response 
time of one (1) hour may be used as a guide f o r  reasonableness, 
bu t  may vary depending upon circumstances. 

Sec. 20- 21. AUTHORIZED OPERATOR DESIGNATED. 

Subject  to  compliance with the  requirements of t h i s  Chapter, 
t he  following Heavy Duty Wrecker Service Operator is hereby desig- 
nated and authorized t o  respond t o  Police wrecker c a l l s  fo r  heavy 
duty wrecker service  within t'le C i t y  of Mesquite: 

Jack Hester,  d.b.a. ,  Jack Hester Shell  Service, from Janu- 
ary 1, 1983, through December 31, 1983. 

SECTION 2. Should any word, phrase, sentence, paragraph, 
o r  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  Ordinance be held to be  inva l id  or mcons t i -  
t u t i o n a l ,  the  remaining provisions sha l l  not be a f fec ted  because 
of such i n v a l i d i t y  o r  unconsti tut ionali ty.  

SECTION 3. Any person, f i r m ,  or corporation v io l a t i ng  any 
of the provisions of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be deemed t o  be gu i l ty  
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction i n  the M u n i c i ~ a l  Court. 
s h a l l  be subject  t o  a f i n e  not  t o  exceed two hhundreb ~ $ 2 0 0 . ~ i ) )  
do l l a r s  f o r  each offense. 

SECTION 4. A l l  ordinances o r  provisions thereof i n  con- 
f l i c t  wi th  t h i s  ordinance a r e  repealed t o  the extent  of such 
c o n f l i c t .  
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SECTION 5 .  The fact that the Code of the City of Mesquite 
is inadequate to afford wrecker service for the necessary pro- 
tection of the inhabitants of the city creates an urgency and an 
emergency for the preservation of the public health, safety, and . ..,, 

welfare of its citizens and requires that this ordinance shall 
take effect immediately from and after its passage and the 
publication of the caption of said ordinance, as the law in auch 
case provides. 

DULY PASSED by the City Council of the City of Mesquite, 
Texaa, on the 2Othday of December, A.D., 1982 . 

MAYOR 

ATTEST : APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

EZlandArche.t. 
City Attorney 


