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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY Of MESQUITE, TEXAS, 
REGULATING THE KEEPING OF FARM ANIMALS WITHIN 
THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR A SEW3RABILITY CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO 
IIUNDRED DOLLARS ($200 .22 ;  TOR EACH OFFENSE; 
LVD DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY TllE CITY COUNCIL OP THE 
CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. That  Chapter  7  sf t h e  Code of t h e  C i t y  o f  
Mesquite  i s  hereby amended by a d d i n g  a new S e c t i o n  4-7.1, i n  
a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  t o  remain i n  f u l l  f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t .  

S e c t i o n  4-7.1 Nuisance. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  
S e c t i o n  4-5 ,  4-6 and 4-7  and c u m u l a t i v e  t h e r e o f ,  it i s  e x p r e s s l y  
v r o v i d e d  t h a t  i t  s h a l l  be un lawfu l  to  k e e p  o r  m a i n t a i n  any an ima l  
i n  t h e  C i t y  i n  such a manner a s  to  c r e a t e - a  n u i s a n c e  by rkason  o f  
e x c e s s i v e  n o i s e ,  o d o r s ,  f l i e s ,  d i s e a s e  or s u c h  u n s i g h t l y  appea rance  
o f  animals  or premises  a s  t o  r e n d e r  h a b i t a t i o n  of a d j o i n i n g  and 
n e a r b y  p r o p e r t y  unp leasan t  o r  u n s a f e  or to s u b s t a n t i a l l y  lower  
p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s  i n  t h e  C i t y .  Where t h e  k e e p i n g  o f  animals  is 

I e x p r e s s l y  pe rmi t t ed  by t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  s u c h  a n i m a l s  must be  k e p t  
i n  compliance w i t h  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  on t h e  premises where s u c h  a n i m a l s  are k e p t ,  t h e  
f a c i l i t i e s  provided f o r  such a n i m a l s  a n d  t h e  view p r e s e n t e d .  

Where necessa ry  t o  prevent  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a nu i sance ,  a  
k e e p e r  of animals  may he r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  p r o p e r  and s i g h t l y  
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  animals ,  i nc lud ing  p e n s ,  s h e l t e r  and  f e n c i n g ,  I 
i n c l u d i n g  s o l i d  f enc ing  f o r  s c r e e n i n g  p u r p o s e s  and may be  r e q u i r e d  
t o  l i m i t  t h e  p o r t i o n  of the p r e m i s e s  whore  a n i m a l s  a r e  k e p t  t o  a 
p o r t i o n  of such premises slich a s  t h e  rear y a r d  o r  a  p o r t i o n  t h e r e o f ,  
p r o v i d i n g  a  b u f f e r  bctrtecn a n i m a l s  a n d  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  prevent  a  nuisance h e r e u n d e r .  

SECTION - - - 2 .  - Should any word, p h r a s e ,  s e n t e n c e ,  paragraph o r  
s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  o rd inance  be h e l d  t o  be i n v a l i d  o r  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
t h e  remaining p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  remain i n  f u l l  
f o r c e  and e f f e c t .  

SECTION Any pcrson,  f i r m ,  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  v i o l a t i n g  any o f  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  ord inance  s h a l l  be deemed to be g u i l t y  of a 
misdemeanor and upon convi .ct ion i n  t h e  t . lunicipa1 C o u r t  s h a l l  b e  
s u b j e c t  t o  c, f i n e  no t  t o  exceed Two Hundred D o l l a r s  ($200 .00 )  f o r  
e a c h  o f f e n s e .  ~. 

.~ . ~ - ~  . ..:... "<,., . . . . . . . .  , ..- 



~ ( 1 i k O  SECTION 4 .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Code of t h e  City of Mesquite . . .  
does n o t  adequately r e g u l a t e  t h e  keeping of farm animals w i t h i n  
t h e  C i t y  c r e a t e s  an urgency and an emergency and r equ i r e s  t h a t  
t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  t ake  e f fec t  immediately from i t s  passage 
and p & l i c a t i o n  as  t h e  l a w  i n  such cases  provides. 

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by t h e  City Council of  t h e  C i t y  
of Mesqui te ,  Texas, on t h e  1st day of November, A . D . ,  1982. 
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ATTEST : APPROVED AS TO FORM: . . 
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- 
El land  ~rcxgr 
City  Attorney 
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