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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, 
PROVIDWG DEFINITIONS ; REQUIRING A PERMIT OF 
ALARM SYSTEM USERS; PROVIDING SERVICE CHARGES 
FOR FALSE ALARMS; PROVIDING FOR SUSPENSION OF 
A PERMIT; REGULATING ALARM REPORTING AND OPERA- 
TION; PROVIDING FOR PROTECTION OF FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT TO 
EXCEED TliO HUNDRED DOLLARS ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  FOR EACH 
OFFENSE; PROVIDING FOR A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
AND DECLARING AN EtWRGEi4CY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. E N I T I O N S  - 
1 ALARM SYSTEM - An e l e c t r i c a l l y  o p e r a t e d  i n s t r u n l e n t  com- 

posed o f  s e n s o r y  a p p a r a t u s  a n d  r e l a t e d  h a r d w a r e  w h i c h  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
sends o v e r  r e g u l a r  t e l e p h o n e  l i n e s ,  b y  d i rec t  c o n n e c t i o n  o r  r a d i o  
s i g n a l  or  o t h e r w i s e ,  a p r c - r e c o r d e d  voice alarm upon r e c e i p t  o f  a 
s t i m u l u s  f r o m  t h e  s e n s o r y  a p p a r a t u s  t h a t  h a s  detected a p h y s i c a l  I 

1 a force o r  c o n d i t i o n  i n h e r e n t l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a f i r e  o r  u n a u t h o -  
r i z e d  i n t r u s i o n .  Ala rm s y s t e m  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e :  

( a )  An alarr.1 i n s t a l l e d  o n  a v e h i c l e  u n l e s s  i n s t a l l e d  at 
a perIvarient  s i t e ;  i 

( b )  An alarm d e s i g n e d  t o  a l e r t  o n l y  the i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  
a p r e m i s e s ;  n o r  ! 

( c )  An a l a r m  i n s t a l l e d  upon p r u n l i s e s  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  C i t y .  

( 2 )  ALARM SITE mcans  a p r e m i s e s  o r  l o c a t i o n  s e r v e d  by a n  
alarm s y s t e m .  

i 
( 3 )  LOCAL ALAhY means  a n  a l a r m  s y s t e m  t h a t  emits a s i g n a l  

a t  a n  a l a r m  s i te  that is a u d i b l e  or v i s i b l e  f r o m  t h e  e x t e r i o r  o f  
a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  h a s  as  i ts  p u r p o s e  t h e  summoning o f  a i d  f rom a 
C i t y  d e p a r t m e n t .  

( I )  F I I a  ALARM NOTIFICATION means a n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  the 
Fire D e p a r t m e n t  i n t e n d e d  t o  sumnlon f i r e - f i g h t i n g  f o r c e s  by a n  . -.-.-- 
a l a r m  s y s t e m  d e s i a n e d  to r e a c t  t o  any  o f  t h e  v i s u a l  or p h y s i c a l  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  f i r e .  

( 5 )  FALSE 171RE ALARM NOTIFICATION means  a  f i r e  a l a r m  n o t i -  
f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t  when t h e r e  is  n o  e v i d e n c e  of a  
f i r e  h a v ~ n g  o c c u r r e d  or o f  a n e e d  f o r  F i r e  D e p a r t m 4 n t  s e r v i c e s .  
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( 6 )  EbBRGENCY MEDICAL ASSISTANCE ALARM NOTIFICATION means 
rs_ 
w-1- 

a n o t i f i c a t i o n  in tended  t o  sumon  emergency medical  a s s i s t a n c e  . . 
from t h e  c i t y .  

(7 )  FALSE EMERGENCY MEDICAL ASSISTANCE ALARM NOTIFICATIOIq 
means a n  emergency medical  a s s i s t a n c e  alarm n o t i f i c a t i o n  t.o the 

I ::~. 8 . " 

F i r e  Department when t h e r e  is  no e v i d e l c e  o f  need f o r  emergency 
medical  a s s i s t a n c e .  

(8)  BURGLAR ALARM NOTIFICATION is a n o t i f i c a t i o n  i n t e n d e d  
t o  summon t h e  p o l i c e ,  which is i n i t i a t e d  or t r i g g e r e d  m a n u a l l y  

5. 
o r  by an  alarm system designed t o  respond t o  a  s t i m u l u s  c h a r a c -  

k' .- 

t e r i s t i c  of unauthosized i n t r u s i o n .  r i  

( 9 )  FALSE BURGLAR ALARM NOTIFICATION means a b u r g l a r  alarm 
n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  P o l i c e  when the re  i s  no  evidence  of  unautho-  
r i z e d  i n t r u s i o n  o r  a t tempted unauthor ized  i n t r u s i o n .  

( 1 0 )  ROBBERY ALARM NOTIFICATION is a n o t i f i c a t i o n  i n t e n d e d  
t o  summon t h e  p o l i c e  when a  robbery o c c u r s  by means of a n  alarm 
system designed t o  be purposely a c t i v a t e d  by a  human. 

(11) FALSE ROBBERY ALARM NOTIFICATION means a  robbery  alarm 
n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  P o l i c e  Department when t h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e  o f  
a  robberyhav ingoccur red  o r  of  a  need f o r  P o l i c e  Department s e r v i c e s .  

(12)  DIRECTOR means t h e  Direc tor  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  or his 
a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

(13)  PERSON means an i n d i v i d u a l ,  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  
a s s o c i a t i o n ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  o r  s i m i l a r  e n t i t y .  

( 1 4 )  LICENSED PERSON s h a l l  mean any p e r s o n  i s s u e d  a p e r m i t  
by t h e  Texas Board of  P r i v a t e  I n v e s t i g a t o r  and  P r i v a t e  S e c u r i t y  
Agencies t o  i n s t a l l  alarm systems under t h e  requi rements  set 
f o r t h  by the  P r i v a t e  I n v e s t i g a t o r s  and P r i v a t e  S e c u r i t i e s  Act .  

SECTION 2. PERMIT REQUIRED; APPLICATIOII; TRAUSFERRBILITY; -- 
FALSE STATEMENTS 

(1) A person co~ ta iL?  ar. of fense  i f  he  o p e r a t e s  o r  causes t o  
be o p e r a t e d  an alarm system, r e g a r d l e s s  i f  owned o r  r e n t e d ,  wi th -  
out  f i r s t  o b t a i n i n g  a  permit from t h e  D i r e c t o r .  A s e p a r a t e  p e r m i t  
is r e q u i r e d  f o r  each type  of alarm n o t i f i c a t i o n  capable  o f  b e i n g  
e m i t t e d  from each a la rm s i te .  

( 2 )  Any person w i t h  an alarm s y s t e m  on t h e  
t h i s  ordinance  must apply  f o x  a  permit w i t h i n  60 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  e f f e c t i v e  da te .  
. . 

( 3 )  Upon r e c e i p t  of t h e  requi red  f e e  and completed a p p l i c a -  
t i o n  form, the D i r e c t o r  s h a l l  i s s u e  a p e r m i t  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  cause  
t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  equipment r e spons ib le  f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  an a l a r m  w i l l  
nor b e  maintained and opera ted  i n  nccora.qnce w i t h  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  
o r  t h e  applicant:  w i l l  not  comply w i t h  e a c h  p r o v i s i o n  of t h i s  
ordinance .  

............... ~ ~. -- 



- 
( 4 )  Each permit appl ica t ion  must con ta in  t h e  name, address ,  )*I~ 

I 
and telephone number of the  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  a la rm u s e r  representa-  
t i v e  who w i l l  be t h e  permit ho lde r  and be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
proper maintenance and operation o f  t h e  alarm sys tem and payment 
of fees o r  charges lev ied  under t h i s  ordinance. ..................-..- -.-- 

k 
................... . . . . . . . .  

, .  , .  
(5 )  Pin alarln permit cannot b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  ano the r  person. 

Iiowever, the  i n d i v i c u a l  designated t o  respond t o  an alarm o r  r e l a y  
an alarm may be changed. A permit  ho lder  s h a l l  inform t h e  Direc- 
t o r  of any change t h a t  a l t e r s  information l i s t e d  on t h e  permit  
appl icat ion.  No f e e  w i l l  be assessed  f o r  such changes. 

( 6 )  Any f a l s e  statement o r  mis rep resen ta t ion  o f  a m a t e r i a l  
f a c t  made by an app l i can t  for t h e  purpose of o b t a i n i n g  an alarm 
permlt o r  renewal, o r  while making a  change t h e r e t o ,  s h a l l  be 
s u f f i c i e n t  cause f o r  r e f u s a l  t o  g r a n t ,  o r  suspens ion  o f ,  a  permit.  

( 7 )  Alarm systems s h a l l  not  be  i n s t a l l e d ,  r e p a i r e d ,  a l t e r e d  
o r  adjusted except  by a  1icens.sd person. 

SECTION 3 .  OTHER TYPES OF ALARMS. 

(1) A person s h a l l  not i n s t a l l  o r  main ta in  an alarm system 
except f o r  t h e  purpose of e l i c i t i n g  responses t o  b u r g l a r i e s ,  rob- 
be r i e s ,  f i r e s ,  o r  requests  f o r  emergency medical  a s s i s t a n c e .  

( 2 )  I f  innovat ions i n  alarm systems o r  o t h e r  t ypes  of  a larm 
devices adversely a f f e c t  emergency se rv ices  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  
Director may promulgate r u l e s  and r egu la t ions  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  
the Ci ty ' s  emergency serv ices .  

SECTION 4.  FEE FOR PENIIT; DURATION; REUEWAL. -- - 
(1) A non-refundable fee  of $12.00 per  y e a r  i s  r equ i r ed  for 

each permit o r  renewal of a  permit.  A permit  is i s s u e d  fo r  one 
year  and must be renewed each y e a r  t h e r e a f t e r  by payment of t h e  
permit fee.  I t  is t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  permi t  h o l d e r  t o  pay 
the renewal f ee  p r i o r  t o  the e x p i r a t i o n  da te .  The D i r e c t o r  has 
the prerogative of determining t h e  f i r s t  expi ra t i .on  d a t e ,  however. 
This i n i t i a l  per iod  s h a l l  be no less than one no r  more than  two 
years from t h e  d a t e  of issuance of t h e  permit.  

( 2 )  In t h e  event  a  permit is withdrawn, a $12.00 f e e  w i l l  
be charged t o  r e i n s t a t e  the  permit.  This r e i n s t a t e m e n t  f e e  s h a l l  
not create  a  new exp i ra t ion  da te  u n l e s s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d a t e  has  
expired. 

SECTION 5 .  SERVICE CHARGE. 
. . . . . . . . . .  . -  

(1) I f  wi th in  any 1 2  month p e r i o d ,  t h r e e  f a l s e  b u r g l a r  a la rm 
n o t i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  emi t ted  from an a la rm s i te ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  s h a l l  
assess the  permit holder  i n  c o n t r o l  of t h a t  a l a rm s i t e  a  f e e  of 
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$50.00 fo r  each subsequent  f a l s e  b u r g l a r  alarm n o t i f i c a t i o n  
emitted from t h e  s i t e  w i t h i n  t h e  1 2  months fo l lowing  t h e  t h i r d  
f a l s e  n o t i f i c a t i o n .  

( 2 )  If w i t h i n  any 12 month per iod ,  t h r e e  f a l s e  f i r e  a larm 
no t i f i ca t ions  are e m i t t e d  from an alarm s i t e ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  s h a l l  
assess t h e  p e r m i t  h o l d e r  i n  c o n t r o l  of t h a t  a la rm s i t e  a  f e e  of  
$100.00 f o r  e a c h  subsequent  f a l s e  f i r e  alarm n o t i f i c a t i o n  emi t t ed  
from t h e  s i t e  w i t h i n  t h e  1 2  months following t h e  t h i r d  f a l s e  

I 
no t i f i ca t ion .  

( 3 )  The Director  s h a l l  a s s e s s  t h e  permit h o l d e r  of a  
robbery alarm a f e e  o f  $50.00 f o r  each f a l s e  robbery alarm n o t i -  
f i c a t i o n  emitted from t h e  alarm s i te .  

( 4 )  The D i r e c t o r  s h a l l  a s s e s s  t h e  permit h o l d e r  of an 
emergency medica l  a s s i s t a n c e  alarm a  f e e  of $50 . O O  f o r  each f a l s e  
emergency medica l  a s s i s t a n c e  alarm n o t i f i c a t i o n  e m i t t e d  from t h e  
alarm site. 

( 5 )  A p e r m i t  h o l d e r  s h a l l  pay a  f ee  a s ses sed  under t h i s  
sec t ion  w2thin 30 days a f t e r  r e c e i p t  of no t i ce  t h a t  it has  been 
assessed. 

( 6 )  F a i l u r e  t o  pay a s s e s s e d  f e e s  s h a l l  cause t h e  h o l d e r ' s  
permit t o  be withdrawn and the  system t o  be d isconnec ted .  F u r t h e r  
alarms from an alarm sys tem without  a  v a l i d  pe rmi t  s h a l l  be con- 
s idered f a l s e  a la rms  and w i l l  n o t  be  responded t o  by C i ty  emergency 
services.  A d d i t i o n a l  alarms may cause charges t o  be f i l e d  accord- 
ing t o  t h e  Texas Pena l  Code. I ' 

( 7 )  Alarm systems may be r e i s s u e d  a permit  when proof of  
r epa i r s  have b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  Direc tor  o r  h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

( 8 )  The p e r m i t  h o l d e r  w i l l  be exempt from any f e e  charged 
f o r  a  f a l s e  a l a r m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  which is l a t e r  shown t o  have been 
j u s t i f i e d  o r  tuhich w a s  due t o  an a c t  of God. The burden of proof 
s h a l l  be on t he  permi t  ho lder .  

SECTION 6. REPORTING OF ALARM SIGNALS. 1 
(1) A p e r m i t  h o l d e r  s h a l l  n o t  r e p e r t  h i s  a la rm s i g n a l s  

through a  r e l a y i n g  in t e rmed ia ry  t h a t  does n o t  meet the requ i r e -  
ments of t h i s  c h a p t e r  and any r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  promulgated 
by the D i r e c t o r  o r  is n o t  l i censed  by t h e  Texas Board of P r i v a t e  
Inves t iga tors  and P r i v a t e  Secur i ty  Agencies. 

SECTION 7 .  PROPER A1,RP.M SYSTEM OPElcATION AND MRLNTEtlhNCk~. -- - . - . -- - - .- ----- -- -. 
(1) A pex-mit h o l d e r  s h a l l :  

( a )  Cause an adjustment t o  be made to t h e  sensory 
mechanism of  h i s  a larm sysl:em i n  order  t o  suppres s  f a l s e  
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(b )  Maintain premises conta in ing  an alarm system 
i n  a manner t h a t  insures  proper opera t ion  of t h e  alarm 
system. 

(?) A person  in cont ro l  of  a l o c a l  a l a m  s h a l l :  

(a) Cause an adjustment t o  be made t o  t h e  mechanism 
s o  t h a t  an alarm s i g n a l  w i l l  sound f o r  no longer than 30 
minutes a f t e r  being ac t iva ted ;  o r  

(b )  Provide personnel witliin 30 minutes a f t e r  be ing  
n o t i f i e d  by t h e  C i t y ,  t o  r e s e t  t h e  alarm system and pro- 
v ide  access  t o  t h e  premises: and 

( c )  Display i n  a prominent e x t e r i o r  l oca t ion  an 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  n o t i c e  provided by t h e  Direc tor .  I t  shall. 
be the  permi t  h o l d e r ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  fu rn i sh  up-to-date 
informatj.on concerning persons t o  be n o t i f i e d  i n  case of 
emergencies.  

SECTION 8. MANUAL RESET REQUIRED. 

(1) A person  i n  cont ro l  of a l o c a l  a larm o r  an alarm system 
t h a t  causes  an alarm n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  be s e n t  d i r e c t l y  t o  the C i t y  
s h a l l  a d j u s t  o r  cause t h e  adjustment of che mechanism s o  t h a t  upon . C 
a c t i v a t i o n  t h e  system w i l l  t ransmit  only one alarm s i g n a l  and w i l l  
not  t r ansmi t  another  alarm s igna l  without  f i r s t  being manually r e s e t .  

( 2 )  The message t ransmit ted s h a l l  b e  i n t e l l i g i b l e  and i n  a 
format approved by t h e  Director  o r  h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and w i l l  be  
given twice. The durat ion of the  message s h a l l  not  exceed 30 
seconds. 1 

SECTION 9.  INSPECTION. 

(1) Upon reasonable  n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  Di rec to r ,  t h e  P o l i c e  
Chief ,  Pire C h i e f ,  o r  t h e i r  designated r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  may i n s p e c t  
an alarm s i t e  and alarm system of a permit  ho lder .  

SECTION LO. SUSPENSION OF PERMIT; OFFENSE TO OPERATE. 

(1) The Di rec to r  may suspend o r  r e f u s e  t o  renew an a la rm 
system permit  f o r  any v io l a t ion  of t h i s  ordinance.  

(2) The Di rec to r  s h a l l  suspend o r  r e f u s e  t o  renew an alarm 
permit i f  an alarm system generates an excess ive  number of false 
alarm n o t i f i c a t i o n s .  ....... 

$:<:;$>I 
Tr.9 ( 3 )  A suspension may be l i f t e d  o r  permi t  renewed upon a 
iu.~rr s u f f i c i e n t  showing t h a t  t h e  conditions which caused t h e  a.ction 

. . .  
have been c o r r e c t e d  and i f  the Director  determines t h a t  t h e  a larm =::I? ~. ,. ., system is l i k e l y  t o  be  maintained and ope ra t ed  i n  a r e s p o n s i b l e  
manner i n  accordance with the provis ions o f  t h i s  ordinance.  

- -... ..... 
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( 4 )  A person commits an o f f e n s e  i f  he o n e r a t e s  an alarm 

system during a per iod  of suspens ion  o r  a f t e r  t h e  Di rec to r  re- 
f u s e s  t o  renew h i s  permit .  

SECTION& APPEAL FROM DENIAL OR SUSPENSION OF A PERMIT. 
~ ~ . .. . ... .. .. . ..: ....TT..zr, ", 7...: --... . . ..~. ~ . .. .>-=<-.,>.=-, I: ..-.- 

(1) ~f t h e  Di rec to r  r e fuses  t o  i s s u e  o r  renew a permit,  or 
suspends a pe rmi t ,  he s h a l l  send t o  the  a p p l i c a n t  o r  permit holder 
by c e r t i f i e d  m a i l ,  r e t u r n  r e c e i p t  requested,  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  of h i s  
a c t i o n  and a s ta tement  of  t h e  r i g h t  t o  an appeal. The app l i can t  
o r  permit h o l d e r  may appeal  the d e c i s i o n  of t h e  D i r e c t o r  t o  t h e  
C i t y  Manager b y  f i l i n g  w i t h  t h e  C i t y  Manager a w r i t t e n  request  fo r  
a hear ing,  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  r easons  f o r  t h e  appea l ,  w i th in  1 0  days 
a f t e r  r e c e i p t  o f  the n o t i c e  from t h e  Direc tor .  The f i l i n g  of a 
reques t  f o r  an appeal  hea r ing  wi th  t h e  Ci ty  Manager s t a y s  an ac t ion  

:.E?<*h 
of t h e  Director i n  suspending a p e r m i t  u n t i l  t h e  C i t y  t4anager or 

+M?4 h i s  des igna ted  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  makes a f i n a l  dec i s ion .  If a request  

:a f o r  an appeal  i s  n o t  made wi th in  t h e  10-day pe r iod ,  t h e  ac t ion  of 
t h e  Di rec to r  is f i n a l .  

@ 
... - &., ( 2 )  The Ci ty  Manager o r  h i s  r ep resen ta t ive  s h a l l  serve a s  
, r : ~ $ - :  hea r ing  o f f i c e r  a t  an appea l  h e a r i n g  and consider  evidence of fe red  
,.;,,,;;:;,: by any i n t e r e s t e d  person. The formal r u l e s  o f  evidence do not  
;a% apply a t  an appea l  hea r ing ;  t h e  hea r ing  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  make h i s  deci- 

s i o n  on t h e  b a s i s  of a preponderance of t h e  evidence presented a t  ,q t h e  hear ing.  The City Council  s h a l l  a f f i rm ,  r eve r se ,  o r  modify 

'& t h e  ac t ion  of t h e  hea r ing  o f f i c e r  by a major i ty  vo te ;  f a i l u r e  t o  
. .: r each  a m a j o r i t y  dec i s ion  on a motion s h a l l  l eave  t h e  hear ing 

-, , .. ~: o f f i c e r ' s  dec i s ion  unchanged. ... ., 
. I 

? . . .., ., 
*,.>I SECTION 12.  INDIRECT ALARM REPORTING.  

m I' 
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I 
(1) A person who is engaged i n  t h e  business  of  r e l ay ing  

alarm n o t i f i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  City s h a l l :  

( a )  Send n o t i f i c a t i o n  of an alarm t o  t h e  C i ty  by a 
human ope ra to r ;  

(b )  Keep h i s  bus iness  premises  locked and secured  a t  
a l l  t imes;  

( c )  A l l o w  an in spec t ion  of h i s  business  premises by 
t h e  Pol ice  Ch ie f ,  F i r e  C h i e f ,  o r  D i rec to r  a t  any 
t i m e  ; 

(d)  Report  alarms only over  a s p e c i a l  te lephone number, 
ox numbers, des igna ted  by the  Direc tor ;  and 

(e) Furnish t h e  name, a d d r e s s ,  and telephone numbot of -1 
a n  alarm company l i c e n s e d  by t h e  Texas Board o i  Pr iva te  
Investigators and P r i v a t e  Secur i ty  Agencies, responsible  
on a 24-hour, ?-day a week b a s i s ,  f o r  c o r r e c t i n g  3ny 
malfunction t h a t  may occur .  b 
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SECTION 13. DIRECT ALARM REPORTING. . . 

(1) A permit  h o l d e r  whose alarm system t r a n s m i t s  a u t o m a t i c  
a l a rm n o t i f i c a t i o n s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a larm n o t i f i c a t i o n s  from f i n a n c i a l  . .. 

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  C i t y  ove r  the  normal t e l ephone  
system s h a l l :  

(a) Transmit i n  t h e  form and con ten t  s p e c i f i e d  by t h e  
D i r e c t o r :  

(b) Transmit o v e r  s p e c i a l  t e l ephone  l i n e s  des igned f o r  
such u s e ;  

(c)  Design h i s  sys t em so t h a t  it w i l l  n o t i f y  t h e  p e r m i t  
h o l d e r ,  or h i s  d e s i g n a t e d  a g e n t  i d e n t i f i e d  on  t h e  pe rmi t  a p p l i -  
c a t i o n ,  when an a larm i s  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  C i t y ;  

( d )  Furnish t h e  D i r e c t o r  upon r e q u e s t  w i t h  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
c o p i e s  o f  t h e  alarm o p e r a t i o n  p rocedures ,  maintenance p r o c e d u r e s ,  
and up- to -da te  c i r c u i t  d iagram of  t h e  components o f  t h e  a l a r m  
system; and  

(e) Furnish t h e  name, a d d r e s s ,  and t e l ephone  nu.3 < o f  
an a l a r m  company l i c e n s e d  by t h e  Texas Board o f  P r i v a t  Envest i-  
g a t o r s  and  P r i v a t e  S e c u r i t y  Agencies ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  on a  24-hour, 
7-day a week b a s i s ,  f o r  c o r r e c t i n g  any ma l func t ion  t h a t  may 
o c c u r .  

SECTION 1 4 .  - PROTECTION OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS. 

(1) A f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  r equ i red  t o  have an a l a rm sys tem 
p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  Bank P r o t e c t i o n  Act of 1968 
(12 U.S.C.,  Sec t ion  1882) may i n s t a l l ,  with t h e  permiss ion  of t h e  
Chief of P o l i c e ,  a  s i g n a l  l i n e  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  P o l i c e  Department  
f o r  t h e  purpose  of r e p o r t i n g  b u r g l a r i e s  and r o b b e r i e s .  If such  a n  
arrangement i s  made, a l l  o t h e r  rcquiremell ts  o f  t h i s  o rd inance  must  
be met.  The f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  execu te  a  l e t t e r  o f  a g r e e -  
ment w i t h  t h e  City p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of a l l  n e c e s s a r y  
equipment on an  i n d i c a t o r  p a n e l  monitored i n  t h e  Comnunications 
D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  P o l i c e  Department .  The i l l s t a l l a t i o n  must b e  accom- 
p l i s h e d  a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  expense .  

( 2 )  The P o l i c e  Chief  s h a l l  have t h e  r i g h t ,  a t  r e a s o n a b l e  
t imes  a n d  upon o r a l  n o t i c e ,  to  i n s p e c t  t h e  a l a rm system a t  t h e  
a larm s i t e  and r e q u i r e  n e c e s s a r y  r e p a i r s  o r  improvements. If 
t h e  P o l i c e  Chief f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  alarm system c o n t i n u a l l y  f a i l s  
t o  o p e r a t e  or be o p e r a t e d  t o  h i s  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  he may t e r m i n a t e  -.- 
t h e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  have equipinent  and i n d i c a t o r s  i n  t h e  C s m u n i c a -  
t i o n s  C e n t ? r  of t h e  P o l i c e  Department and r e q u i r e  prompt removal  
o f  same a t  t h e  cspense  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

( 3 )  The f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  a t  its expense ,  s h a l l  make 
a r rangement s  t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  alarm system a t  t h e  i n -  
s t a n c e  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  t h e  Chicf  o f  P o l i c e  on  a  

.~ 
. . .~ -- . . *  
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24-hour b a s i s ,  seven d a y s  a  week. I n  no e v e n t  s h a l l  t h e  C i t y  
become l i a b l e  f o r  s e r v i c e  c h a r g e s  f o r  r e p a i r s  and  main tenance  o f  
any such s i g n a l i n g  d e v i c e .  

( 4 )  The f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  may c a n c e l  i t s  agreement  w i t h  
t h e  C i ty  a t  any t i m e  by g i v i n g  t h e  C i t y  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  
Chief of  P o l i c e ,  whereupon such i n s t i t u t i o n ,  at i t s  e x p e n s e  s h a l l  
have i ts  equipment and  i n d i c a t o r s  promptly removed from t h e  
monitor pane l  i n  t h e  Communications Center .  

(5 )  The Director h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e q u i r e  any c h a n g e ,  
modernizat ion,  o r  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of  a larm s i g n a l i n g  equ ipment  t h a t  
h e  deems a d v i s a b l e .  I n  no e v e n t  s h a l l  t h e  c i t y  become l i a b l e  f o r  
charges f o r  such changes .  

( 6 )  I n s t e a d  o f  a  d i r e c t  l i n e ,  a  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  may 
i n s t e a d  choose t o  r e p o r t  b u r g l a r i e s  and r o b b e r i e s  by t r a n s m i s s i o n  
through a n  a larm r e p o r t i n g  s e r v i c e  us ing  a  t e l e p h o n e  number d e s i g -  
n a t e d  by t h e  D i r e c t o r .  

SECTION 15. VIOLATION; CORP_OETIONS, PARTNERSHIPS AND 
ASSOCIATIONS. 

(1) A person commits a n  o f f e n s e  i f  he  v i o l a t e s  by conimission 
or  omission anv ~ r o v i s i o n  of t h i s  o rd inance  t h a t  imposes upon him 
a duty o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

- - 

( 2 )  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p r o h i b i t i n g  o r  requiring c e r t a i n  c o n d u c t  
o n  ind iv idua l s ,  it is  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  t o  h o l d  a 
c o r p o r a t i o n ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  o r  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  c r i m i n a l l y  sespon-  

m 
s i b l e  f o r  a c t s  or omiss ion  performed by an  a g e n t  a c t i n g  i n  beha l f  
o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  o r  o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  and  w i t h i n  
t h e  scope o f  h i s  employment. 

SECTION 16. PUNISHMENT. - 
(1) That  a  p e r s o n  who v i o l a t e s  a  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  

is g u i l t y  of  a  s e p a r a t e  o f f e n s e  f o r  each  day o r  p o r t i o n  o f  a d a y  
d u r i n g  which t h e  v i o l a t i o n  is conunitted, c o n t i n u e d ,  o r  p e r m i t t e d ,  
and each o f f e n s e  i s  p u n i s h a b l e  by a  f i n e  n o t  t o  exceed  S20Q.00. 

SECTION 1 7 .  SEVEMBILITY. - 
(1) I f  any s e c t i o n ,  pa ragraph ,  s u b d i v i s i o n ,  c l a u s e  or p h r a s e  

o f  t h i s  ordinance  s h a l l  be adjudged i n v a l i d  or h e l d  u n c o n s t i t u -  
t i o n a l ,  t h e  same s h a l l  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  0': t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  
as a whole o r  any p a r t  of  any p r o v i s i o n  t h c r e ~ f  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
p a r t  so decided to  b e  i n v a l i d  o r  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  

SECTION 18. EMERGENCY. 

(1) The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  C i t y  of  Mesqui te ,  Texas ,  does n o t  havc  
an  ordinance r e g u l a t i n g  aldrm systems r ~ t h r n  t h e  C ~ t y  creates a n  
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urgency and an emergency and i n  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  p u b l i c  hea l th ,  

I 
sa fe ty  and wel fare ,  r equ i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  
immediately and a f t e r  i t s  passage and t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of  the cap- 
t i o n ,  a s  t h e  l a w  i n  such cases provides .  . . . . . . . . .  - - 

DULY PASSED by the  c i t y  counc i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite,  
Texas on t h i s  t h e  21st day o f  June , 1982. 

Mayor 

ATTESTED: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Elland Archer 
C i t y  Attorney -. 




