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'QUO59 
ORDINANCE NO. 1685 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OP MESQUITE, TD.AS, AMEND- 
ING CHAPTER 10 OF THE CODE O F  THE CITY OF MESQUITE 
REGULATING THE: PARKING I N  SPACES RESERVED FOR THE 
HANDICAPI?ED, AND PROVIDING CERTAIN DEFINITIONS AND 
DEFE~~SE&:"BY PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; BY 
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED 
COLLARS ($200.00) UPON CONVICTION AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 

: -~.,.T w 
%iq++ WIEREAS, c e r t a i n  b u s i n e s s  e s t ab l i shment s  have provided 

!& s p e c i a l l y  marked p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  f o r  the  handicapped i n  l o c a t i o n s  

.*.!?'I 
conven ien t  f o r  such handicapped persons :  and, 

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  o f  Mesquite  h a s  determined t h a t  r e g u l a t i o n  
o f  such  pa rk ing  s p a c e s  is n e c e s s a r y  t o  a s su re  t h e  maximum e f f e c t i v e -  
ness  o f  such spaces  f o r  t h o s e  i n  need the reof :  

.:;,i.5pi 

g# 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY TtE CITY COUNCIL OF THX 

cIm OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 
..... 
g34 1 

+.;:,;I SECTION 1. Chapter  LO o f  t h e  Code o f  the  Ci ty  o f  Mesquite i s  
-.,:":'I . . 
. .  g hereby  amended by p r o v i d i n g  a new S e c t i o n  10-56.1 t o  r ead  a s  

.T'?,:j f o l l o w s ;  i n  a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  to remain i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t :  . -9" - 
T h a t  no person e x c e p t  t h o s e  d e f i n e d  h e r e i n  a s  "handicapped" 

#,,#I 

*:. s h a l l  p a r k  a motor v e h i c l e ,  b i c y c l e ,  t r a i l e r  o r  o t h e r  v e h i c l e  i n  

a a p a r k i n g  space  when such space  is marked o r  s igned a s  r e se rved  

+&. f o r  t h e  handicappcd o r  i n  any w i s e  b e a r i n g  a legend o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

'w 1 p e r t a i n i n g  to handicapped pe r sons ;  provided however, t h a t  t n i s  a c t  
;*:<.I 
&:.i::, 4 

s h a l l  n o t  apply  t o  l a w f u l l y  a u t h o r i z e d  emergency v e h i c l e s  d u r i n g  

. % y j  an  emergency o r  t o  v e h i c l e s  a c t u a l l y  be ing  used to e f f e c t  t h e  I 
.%&$ r e p a i r  o f  a v e h i c l e  immediately a d j a c e n t  t o  such re se rved  s p a c e  
i**, such a s  wreckers  o r  tow v e h i c l e s  d u r i n a  a c t u a l  hookup o r  v e h i c l e s  
...... 
%%$ s u p p l y i n g  e l e c t r i c a l  power f o r  t h e  purpose of s t a r t i n g  ano the r  
-i, v e h i c l e  d u r i n g  such s t a r t i n g  o p e r a t i o n .  g-', 
-.%<n.! w;. SECTION 2 .  The term "handicapped" f o r  t h e  p ~ r p o o e  of t h i s  zig. 

"4 
o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  mean t h o s e  p e r s o n s  v i s i b l y  apparent  to be handicapped 
such a s  t h o s e  i n  wheel  c h a i r s  or u s i n g  a r t i f i c i a l  suppor t  such  a s  -4 

:;&q c r u t c h e s ,  canes  o r  "wa lke r s"  o r  o f  a phys ica l  c o n d i t i o n  wherein 
:~ s,.'~,~ walking would obv ious ly  be: r endered  d i f f i c u l t .  Provided, however, 

m t h a t  p roof  i n  c o u r t  o f  a non-apparent  phys ica l  a i lmen t  t h a t ,  i n  
CM 
.,+ t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t r j . e r  o f  f a c t ,  would render walking a g r e a t e r  .... ~4 d i s t a n c e  p a i n f u l  o r  hazardous  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s h a l l  
.*.,..., b e  a d e f e n s e  t o  p r o s e c u t i o n .  Proof  o f  age over seventy ( 7 0 )  y e a r s  .s @ s h a l l  be  prima f a c i e  ev idence  of such f a c t  s u b j e c t  to r e b u t t a l  by 

t h e  S t a t e  a s  in  o t h e r  c a s e s .  
. . . . .  .p!$ a ... ... "- 



The term handicapped, f o r  t he  purpose of  t h i s  ordinance , 
s h a l l  a l s o  inc lude  a person i n  ac tua l  attendance upon a handicapped 
person def ined  h e r e i n  f o r  t h e  purpose of a s s i s t i n g  such handicapped 
person i n  t r a v e l i n g  from such parking place t o  the  business e s t a b l i s  
ment providing such park ing  space but sha l l  be l imited to those 
s i t u a t i o n s  wherein t h e  handicapped person ac tua l ly  requires  a s s i s t a n  I . 

SECTION 3 .  Should any word, phrase, sentence, paragraph 
o r  sectkon o f  t h i s  o rd inance  be held t o  be inval id  o r  unconsti- 
t u t i o n a l ,  t h e  remaining p rov i s ions  sha l l  no t  be a f fec ted  because 
of such i n v a l i d i t y  o r  uncons t i t u t iona l i t y .  

SECTION 4. Any person, firm, or  corporation v io la t ing  any 
of  t h e  p rov i s ions  of this ordinance sha l l  be deemed t o  be g u i l t y  
of  a misdemeanor, and upon convict ion i n  t h e  Municipal Court, s h a l l  
b e  s u b j e c t  t o  a f i n e  n o t  t o  exceed Two Hundred Dollars ($200 .00) .  

SECTION 5. The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  present ordinance of the C i t y  
o f  Mesquite f a i l  t o  r e g u l a t e  parking in  spaces reserved for  t h e  
handicapped c r e a t e s  an urgency and an emergency for  the  preser- 
v a t i o n  of t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e ty ,  and welfare and requires  
t h a t  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  t ake  e f f e c t  immediately from its passage 
and pub l i ca t ion  a s  t h e  law i n  such cases provides.  

* 
DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by the Cil:y Council of the City of 

Mesquite, Texas, on t h e  20th day of Aprll, A.D., 1981. 

I A O  

, ,/6. J .  SMITH / MAYOR 

ATTEST : APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Elland Archer 
C ~ t y  Attorney 


