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ORDINANCE NO. 1 5 6 5  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  O F  MESQUITE, TEXAS, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 4 O F  THE CODE O F  THE CITY 
OF MESQUITE TO PROVIDE FOR THE VACCINATION, 
REGISTRATION AND OTHER REGULATION OF CATS 
WITHIN THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR A  PENALTY 
NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  DOLLARS 
FOR EACH OFFENSE; PROVIDING A  SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CIT ' I  COUNCIL. O F  THE 
C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. T h a t  C h a p t e r  4 of t h e  C o d e  of t he  C i t y  of 
M e s q u i t e ,  T e x a s ,  b e  a n d  i s  hereby a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n  A r t i c l e  
111 thereto to  read as f o l l o w s :  

ARTICLE I11 - C A T S  

S e c .  4 - 3 2 .  D e f i n i t i o n s  and P r e s u m p t i o n s  

F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t e r m s  s h a l l  

7 have the  m e a n i n g s  a s c r i b e d  t o  t h e m  i n  t h i s  Sec t ion ,  u n l e s s  t h e  
c o n t e x t  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  o t h e r w i s e .  

' - 9  
J ( 1 )  " O w n e r "  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  a p e r s o n  w h o  o w n s ,  k e e p s ,  h a r b o r s ,  

m a i n t a i n s ,  or exerciscs c o n t r o l  over a ca t .  P r o o f  t h a t  a p e r s o n  
i s  i n  con t ro l  of  p r e m i s e s  w h e r e  a c a t  is  u s u a l l y  k e p t ,  harbot-ed, 
or m a i n t a i n e d  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a p r i m a  f a c i e  p r e s u m p t i o n  t ha t  s u c h  
person is  t h e  o w n e r  of s u c h  c a t , - w h i c h  p r e s u m p t i o n - m a y  b e  r e b u t t e d  
as i n  other cases. 

( 2 )  " A t  l a rge" .  A ca t  s h a l l  be d e e m e d  t o  be a t  large w h e n  
s u c h  animal i s  n o t  c o n f i n e d  as r e q u i r e d  b y  t h i s  a r t i c l e  w i t h o u t  
regard t o  w h e t h e r  it i s  on p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y ;  t h e  pur- 
pose of t h i s  a r t i c l e  b e i n g  t h e  p reven t ion  of ca t s  being a l l o w e d  
f r e e d o m  t o  leave t h e  o w n e r ' s  c o n f i n e m e n t .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  a c a t  
i s  on i t s  o w n e r ' s  p r e m i s e s  may be c o n s i d e r e d  i n  m i t i g a t i o n  of 
p e n a l t y ,  bu t  s h a l l  n o t  be a defense t o  p r o s e c u t i o n .  

( 3 )  " C a t " .  A n y  a n i m a l  of w h a t e v e r  s i ze  or d e s c r i p t i o n  ..... 
t h a t  is g e n e r a l l y  categorized as  b e l o n g i n g  t o  the  f e l i n e  f a m i l y .  

( 4 )  " A d u l t  C a t " .  A n y  c a t  a s  d e f i n e d  h e r e i n ,  of t he  age 
Of s i x  ( 6 )  m o n t h s  o r  m o r e .  
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Sec. 4 - 3 3 .  Number of Cats  R e s t r i c t e d .  4 

- , , .  It  s h a l l  be unlawful f o r  any person t o  keep within t h e  
-::--=city l i m i t s  more tinan t h r e e  ( 3)  a d u l t  c a t s .  Provided however, 

the  provis ions  of  t h i s  S e c t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  be app l i cab le  t o  any 
p rope r ly  zoned v e t e r i n a r y  h o s p i t a l / c l i n i c ,  kennel ,  o r  p l a c e  of  

3 -d .:~,+ s c i e n t i f i c  research. 

Sec. 4 - 3 4 .  L i c e n s i n g .  

I t  s h a l l  be unlawful  t o  own, ha rbor ,  keep,  or main ta in  a 
c a t  ovez the  age o f  3 months i n  t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite un le s s  
such ca t  is l icensed and vacc ina ted  f o r  r a b i e s .  Cats must be  
vacc ina ted  a t  o r  b e f o r e  t h e  age  of  3 months, r e v a c c i n a t e d - a t  
twelve (12) months, and each  twelve (12)  months t h e r e a f t e r .  
Cat  l i c e n s e s  s h a l l  be i s s u e d  by t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite upon pay- 
ment of  a l icense fee  of f i f t y  ($ .  50) c e n t s  f o r  each c a t .  
Before such  l i cense  w i l l  b e  i s s u e d ,  t h e  owner o f  the animal 
must p r e s e n t  a c e r t i f i c a t e  from a  duly l i c e n s e d  ve te r ina r i an  
showing t h e  name and addres s  of t h e  owner, d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  
c a t ,  t h e  da t e  of vacc ina t ion ,  the  number of  t h e  rab ies  vacc i -  
na t ion  tag, and a  metal  tag t h e  v e t e r i n a r i a n  s h a l l  have f u r n i s h e d  
t h e  owner of such animal,  o n  one s i d e  of  which i s  stamped t h e  
words " ~ a b i e s  Vaccine Administered" o r  similar phrase,  and t h e  
d a t e  of vaccinat ion.  S a i d  t a g  s h a l l ,  a t  a l l  t imes,  be s e c u r e l y  
a t t a c h e d  t o  a c o l l a r  around t h e  neck of t h e  animal  vacc ina ted .  
The owner s h a l l  s t a t e  a t  t h e  time a p p l i c a t i o n  is  made f o r  such  
l i c e n s e ,  upon forms fu rn i shed  f o r  such purpose ,  his  o r  her name 
and a d d r e s s ,  and t h e  b reed ,  c o l o r ,  and sex  of the  animal t o  b e  
r e g i s t e r e d .  Said l i c e n s e  s h a l l  be  v a l i d  f o r  o n e  calendar y e a r .  

Upon the  payment of s a i d  l i c e n s e  f e e ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  Mesquite 
s h a l l  i s s u e  t o  the  owner a l i c e n s e  and a  meta l  tag f o r  each cat 
so  l i c e n s e d .  Every owner s h a l l  be r equ i r ed  t o  provide each c a t  
w i th  a  c o l l a r  on which s a i d  l i c e n s e  t a g  s h a l l  be  cons tan t ly  worn. 
I n  the e v e n t  a l i c e n s e  t a g  is  l o s t  o r  des t royed ,  a  dup l i ca t e  w i l l  
be i s s u e d  by the C i ty  of Mesquite upon p r e s e n t a t i o n  of a  r e c e i p t  
showing payment f o r  the  c u r r e n t  ca l enda r  yea r  and t h e  payment 
of a  f i f t y  ( S . 5 0 )  c e n t  f e e  f o r  each d u p l i c a t e .  Tags s h a l l  be 
nont ransferab le  and no re fund  s h a l l  be made o n  a n y  l i c e n s e  f e e  
because of the dea th  of  t h e  animal o r  t h e  owner leaving t h e  C i t y  
before  t h e  expi ra t ion  of t h e  License pe r iod .  

O t e d .  

I t  s h a l l  be unlawful f o r  t h e  owner of any c a t  t o  permit .  ... 
such animal  t o  run at l a r g e  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s  unless  such  
animal is a t  a l l  t imes under  t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  owner by means 
of a  l e a s h  o r  chain of s u f f i c i e n t  s t r e n g t h  and length t o  c o n t r o l  
t h e  a c t i o n s  of the animal. A t  a l l  o t h e r  times t h e  c a t  s h a l l  be 
confined t o  the premises of t h e  owner by a  s u b s t a n t i a l  fence  of 
s u f f i c i e n t  s t rength  and h e i g h t  t o  p reven t  t h e  c a t  from escaping  
the re f rom,  inside o f  a  b u i l d i n g ,  o r  secured  on the premises by 
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a l e a s h  of s u f f i c i e n t  s t r e n g t h  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  an imal  f r o m  

Sec. 4- 3 6 .  Impoundment and Redemption. 

I t  s h a l l  b e  the  duty of t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r ,  t h e  
Chief of  P o l i c e  or any p o l i c e  o r  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  t o  c a u s e  to 
b e  taken up o r  impounded, a l l  c a t s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r m s  
o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  Any person owning any c a t  impounded h e r e u n d e r ,  
s h a l l  be al lowed t o  take  such animal from t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  
impounded upon t h e  fo l lowing c o n d i t i o n s :  

, .... 
3 

v a c c i n a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  

( 3 )  That t h e  owner of t h e  animal s e c u r e  a l i c e n s e  t a g  
f o r  such c a t  a s  provided h e r e i n .  

I f  t h e  owner has no t  redeemed such impounded c a t  w i t h i n  
t h r e e  ( 3 )  days  o f  i ts  impoundment, the  a n i m a l  may b e  g i v e n  to a 
new owner o r  d e s t r o y e d  humanely. P r o v i d e d  however, t h a t  i n  
s p e c i a l  i n s t a n c e s  where a  c a t  has  been i n j u r e d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  
t h a t  a  t h r e e  ( 3 )  day wa i t ing  p e r i o d  would c o n s t i t u t e  c r u e l  
t r e a t m e n t ,  such w a i t i n g  p e r i o d  may be d i s p e n s e d  w i t h . "  

: 1 SECTION 2. That  any pe r son  v i o l a t i n g  any p r o v i s i o n  o f  .: 1 
t h i s  ordinance  s h a l l ,  upon c o n v i c t i o n  i n  t h e  Munic ipal  C o u r t  
be s u b j e c t  t o  a  f i n e  no t  t o  exceed Two Hundred ($200 .00 )  D o l l a r s .  

.! 
<w;,! I . "  SECTION 3. That  should any word, s e n t e n c e ,  c l a u s e ,  
-'lr 
.,; i paragraph,  o r  p r o v i s i o n  of t h i s  o rd inance  be he ld  t o  be i n v a l i d  
44.4 
F i ... or u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  t h e  remaining p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  *-I s h a l l  remain i n  f u l l  fo rce  and e f f e c t .  

SECTION 4. The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Ord inance  of t h e  C i t y  o f  
Mesquite i s  inadequa te  t o  d e a l  wi th  the  L i c e n s i n g ,  v a c c i n a t i q n ,  

----~-- . - . -zegistrat icn and r e g u l a t i o n  o f  c a t s  i n  t h e  c i t y  c r e a t e s  a n  
urgency and emergency and r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  
Cake e f f e c t  immediately from and a f t e r  i ts passage and t h e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  of s a i d  ordinance  as t h e  law a n d  c h a r t e r  i n  such 
c a s e s  p rov ides .  
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DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  of the C i t y  
of Mesquite, Texas, on the 3rd day of December, A . D . ,  1979.  

~ . . .  

ATTEST : APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
I 

i 
E l l a n d  A r c h e r  
C i t y  A t t o r n e y  

I 


