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ORDINANCE NO. 1521 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE AMENDING 
SECTIONS 19-5 AND 19-1 TO PROVIDE FOR NOTICE 
TO CUT AND REMOVE WEEDS, GRASS AND OBJECTION- 
ABLE AND UNSIGHTLY MATTER BY PERSONAL DELIVERY 
OR BY CERTIFIED MAIL AND DEFINING UNSIGHTLY 
AND OBJECTIONABLE MATTER; BY PROVIDING FOR A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

\! 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
*:.d CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

. 
. , SECTION 1. T h a t  S e c t i o n  19-5 of  t h e  Code of t h e  C i t y  o f  

Mesquite i s  amended t o  r e a d  a s  fo l lows ,  i n  a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  t o  
, .I remain i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t :  

,.!. 4 . Any person  who s h a l l  fail t o  comply w i t h  the  n o t i c e  a s  s e t  
... 

-z.,s f o r t h  i n  S e c t i o n  19-4 s h a l l  be given f u r t h e r  n o t i c e  a s  f o l l o w s :  
if?! . . 

: , 
:+.i (1) P e r s o n a l  N o t i c e  Verba l ly  or i n  Wri t ing.  I f  v e r b a l  . . n o t i c e ,  t h e  person  g iv ing  s u c h  n o t i c e  s h a l l  make a 
,...q memorandum of t h e  d a t e  and t i m e  of such v e r b a l  
.. i . , , n o t i c e .  

. ' .! 

" 1 ....... 
I f  t h e  n o t i c e  is  i n  w r i t i n g ,  a copy s h a l l  be pre-  

".I * se rved ,  which upon proof o f  d e l i v e r y ,  s h a l l  b e  

d*' . .!-I ev idence  o f  t h e  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e d  he re in .  
....., 
.+.I ( 2 )  By Uni ted  S t a t e s  M a i l .  I f  t h e  n o t i c e  i s  by m a i l ,  t h e  .&I ... 
?~i 

le t ter  s h a l l  be c e r t i f i e d  .(or regf  s t e r e d )  r e t u r n  
... ' ! r e c e i p t  r eques t ed .  If t h e  r e t u r n  r e c e i p t  i n d i c a t e s  

the n o t i c e  was r ece ived  by a member of s a i d  owner or 
. . person  i n  c o n t r o l ' s  household,  a g e n t  o r  s e r v a n t ,  or 
... 

.WII t h a t  same w a s  unclaimed o t h e r  t han  for absence  of  c! a d d r e s s e e  from such  addcess ,  p roof  o f  same s h a l l  be  deemed 
I .> .<  ,.; : prima f a c i e  ev idence  of such  n o t i c e  and f a i l u r e  t o  

a c c e p t  such  c e r t i f i e d  mai l  s h a l l  n o t  obsolve  such  

;& 7 p a r t y  from compliance here in .  Such n o t i c e  s h a l l  
*..~: r e q u i r e  t h a t  s a i d  p a r t y  s h a l l  comply w i t h  t h e  p r o v i -  
..,. s i o n s  of  t h i s  Chapter  w i th in  n o t  less t h a n  f i v e  (5) 
'?.%.( ................. .~~ n o s  more-than t e n  ( 1 0 )  days .  fxom r e c e i p t  of  s a i d  .# notice. ( I f  t h e  m a i l  is unclaimed,  d a t e  o f  r e c e i p t  

W s h a l l  be  deemed t o  be one b u s i n e s s  day a f t e r  d a t e  o f  
21 mai l ing . )  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  * : 1 
+, " 
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Provided ,  however, t h a t  i n  the  event of unusual r a i n  o r  
o t h c r  e v e n t s ,  t h e  Chief H e a l t h  Inspector  may allow a d d i t  don&-....-.,.. 
t ime, n o t  t o  exceed t e n  (10) days f o r  compliance. 

Upon f a i l u r e  of  t h e  owner or person i n  control  of premises 
t o  c o r r e c t  a  v i o l a t i o n  upon exp i r a t ion  of the time o f  t h e  fo re -  
going n o t i c e  o r  any e x t e n s i o n  the reo f ,  such party s h a l l  be sub- 
j e c t  upon c o n v i c t i o n  i n  t h e  Municipal Court, a  f ine  n o t  t o  
exceed Two Hundred D o l l a r s .  

T h i s  S e c t i o n  s h a l l  be i n  addi t ion  t o  and cumulative of t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  abatement  of t h e  nuisance and charging t h e  
c o s t  of  same a g a i n s t  t h e  owner of t h e  premises by t h e  C i t y .  

SECTION 2.  That S e c t i o n  1 9 - 1  of t h e  Code of t h e  C i t y  of 
Mesquite i s  amended t o  read  a s  follows, i n  a l l  other r e s p e c t s  
t o  remain i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t .  

I t  s h a l l  be  unlawful fo r  any person owning, 
c l a i m i n g ,  occupying o r  having supervision o r  c o n t r o l  
of any r e a l  p r o p e r t y ,  occupied o r  unoccupied wi th in  
t h e  c o r p o r a t e  l i m i t s  of  t h e  C i ty ,  t o  permit weeds. 
b rush  o r  any o b j e c t i o n a b l e  o r  unsightly matter t o  
grow t o  a  g r e a t e r  h e i g h t  than twelve inches upon any 
such  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  one hundred f i f t y  f e e t  of 
any p r o p e r t y  l i n e .  I t  s h a l l  be t h e  duty of such 
pe r son  t o  keep the  a r e a  from t h e  l i n e  of h i s  p rope r ty  
t o  t h e  c u r b  l i n e  nex t  ad jacen t  t o  i t ,  if there  be  a  
c u r b  l i n e ,  and if n o t ,  t hen  within ten f e e t  ou t s ide  
t h a t  p r o p e r t y  l i n c ,  free and c l e a r  of the matter 
r e f e r r e d  t o  above. A l l  vege ta t ion  not regularly cu l -  
t i v a t e d  and which exceeds twelve inches i n  height 
s h a l l  be  presumed t o  be objec t ionable  and uns igh t ly ,  
e x c e p t  t h a t  r e g u l a r l y  c u l t i v a t e d  crops s h a l l  not be  
a l lowed t o  grow w i t h i n  t h e  right-of-way of any pub- 
l i c  s t r e e t  or easement ,  b u t  s h a l l  be kept mowed t h e  
same a s  provided above. A l l  vegetation not  r e g u l a r l y  
c u l t i v a t e d  and which exceeds twelve ( 1 2 )  inches i n  
h e i g h t ,  exc luding  t r e e s  and shrubs and domesticated 
f loviers  s h a l l  be  prima f a c i e  deemed t o  be object ion-  
a b l e  and u n s i g h t l y ,  s u b j e c t  t o  r e b u t t a l  a s  i n  o t h e r  
c a s e s .  



.,,, - ...-....... SECTXON 3. Should any word, p h r a s e ,  s e n t e n c e ,  pa ragraph  
o r  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  be h e l d  to  b e  i n v a l i d  o r  u n c o n s t i -  
tutional t h e  r e m a i n i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  remain 
i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t .  

.- ,.. 
SECTION 4. The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  o r d i n a n c e  i s  i n s u f  f i -  

c i e n t  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  growth of weeds, grass a n d  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  
a n d  u n s i g h t l y  m a t t e r  creates an u rgency  and  emergency and r e q u i r e s  
t h a t  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  t a k e  e E f e c t  immedia te ly  from and a f t e r  
its p a s s a g e  and p u b l i c a t i o n  as t h e  l a w  i n  such c a s e s  p r o v i d e s .  

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by t h e  C i t y  Counc i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  
Mesqu i te ,  Texas  on t h e  2nd day o f  J u l y ,  A.D., 1979. 

w. SMITH /- MAYOR 

ATTEST : APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

E l l a n d  Archer  
C i t y  At to rney  




