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00069 4 ORDINANCE NO. 1484 . . .  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, AMEND- 
I N G  CHAPTER 11 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, 
TEXAS, BY ADDING SECTION 11-18 TO PROVIDE A  PENALTY b.; 

I*rr 

FOR THE WILFUL DISRUPTION OF SUPERVISED PARK ACTIVI- 
TIES: AUTHORIZING THE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

REGULATED CONDTICT; ''0 DEI'INE SUPERVISED PLAY AND 
MUSEtBNT PROGRAMS; BY PROVIDING A SEVEKADILITY CLAUSE; 
BY PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED 
($200.00)  DOLLARS ; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

.,, I 

WHEREAS, a n  o r g a n i z e d  p rogram o f  s u p e r v i s e d  amusement is  

.,I e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  wholesome p u r s u i t  o f  l e i s u r e  t i m e  a c t i v i t i e s  
fo r  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  M e s q u i t e ;  and 

I I 
WHEREAS, s u c h  o r g a n i z e d  and s u p e r v i s e d  a c t i v i t i e s  m u s t  be 

. j conduc ted  i n  a manner  b o t h  p e a c e f u l  and  o r d e r l y ;  a n d  

, ,  WHEREAS, it i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  s a f e t y  of t h e  p a r t i c i -  
p a n t s ,  s p e c t a t o r s ,  and  o f f i c i a l s  be  o f  pa ramoun t  c o n c e r n .  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. C h a p t e r  E l e v e n  o f  t h e  Code of t h e  C i t y  of 
Mesqu i t e  ( n u i s a n c e s )  i s  h e r e b y  amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s ,  i n  
a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  to r ema in  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t :  

>.; 
.,:'I 

A new sect ion e n t i t l e d ,  S e c t i o n  11-18 " D i s r u p t i o n  of .v 
.:. 1 S u p e r v i s e d  P l a y  or Amusement Conducted  Under A u t h o r i t y  o f  P a r k s  
, and R e c r e a t i o n  Depar tmen t" .  

.::, 

A. I t  s h a l l  b e  u n l a w f u l  and i s  h e r e b y  d e c l a r e d  t o  be  a  i n u i s a n c e  f o r  a n y  p e r s o n  t o  w i l f u l l y  d i s r u p t ,  p r e v e n t  or h i n d e r  

21 
t h e  o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t  of any s u p e r v i s e d  p l a y  o r  amusement program 

" .,. b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  b y  o r  unde r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  C i t y  of .... Mesqu i t e  P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  Depar tment  i n  a n y  b u i l d i n g ,  s w i m -  
$.' ::I ming p o o l ,  p l a y g r o u n d  o r  p a r k  a r e a  o p e r a t e d  by o r  s u b j e c t  t o  
Z& t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  Depar tmen t  o f  t h e  C i t y .  
"' >.., 
;. I 8 .  The P a r k s  and  R e c r e a t i o n  Depar tmen t  s h a l l  be a u t h o r i z e d  

p o s t  i n  c o n s p i c i o u s  p l a c e s  w r i t t e n  ru les  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  con- 
c e r n i n g  p r o h i b i t e d  or r e g u l a t e d  c o n d u c t .  Proof  t h a t  a p e r s o n  i n  4 c h a r g e  of a s u p e r v i s e d  p l a y  or amusement a c t i v i t y  v e r b a l l y  
informed t h e  actor t h a t  h i s  c o n d u c t  was d i s r u p t i v e  t o  s a i d  s u p e r -  ;d 
v i s e d  a c t i v i t y  s h a l l  b e  p r i m a  f a c i e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  the a c t o r  

.,..I 3 w i l f u l l y  d i s r u p t e d ,  p r e v e n t e d  o r  h i n d o r e d  s u c h  s u p e r v i s e d  p l a y  
-:* $4 o r  amusement p r o g r a m  and  t h a t  such a c t  c o n s t i t u t e d  a n u i s a n c e ,  

.I n . ,  s u b j e c t  t o  r e b u t t a l  as i n  o t h e r  c a s e s .  . ~ . , ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  'Ld -.<.,, . . . . . . .  $q C. " S u p e r v i s e d  p l a y  or amusement program" s h a l l  i n c l u d e  
, ' I  ..... any o r g a n i z e d  a c t i v i t y  where p e r m i s s i o n  o r  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  s u c h  

a c t i v i t y  is r e q u i r e d  from t h e  P a r k s  and R e c r e a t i o n  Depar tmen t  

. . . . . . .  - ... - 
. , . ?." .,:. . , :. 6,.* 



1 f o r  such a c t i v i t v  s u c h  a s  qames of s u o r t  r eau i r ina  swecific 

ject to c o n t r o l  or a u t h o r i t y  of the Parks and Recreation 
Department. 

........ 
SECTION 2. That  a l l  ordinances of the  City of Mesquite, 

Texas,  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  the  provis ions of  t h i s  ordinance be,  
and t h e  same a r e ,  hereby repealed t o  t h e  ex ten t  of such con- 
f l i c t  and a l l  o rd inances  not  i n  c o n f l i c t  herewith s h a l l  remain 
i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t .  

SECTION 3. Should any word, phrase,  sentence, paragraph, 
o r  s e c t i o n  of  t h i s  ord inance  be held t o  be inva l id  or unconsti-  
t u t i o n a l ,  t h e  remaining provis ions of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  
remain i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t .  

i SECTION 4.  Any person, f irm, o r  corporation v io l a t ing  any 
of  t h e  p rov i s ions  o f  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be deemed t o  be g u i l t y  , : : I  
of a misdemeanor and upon convict ion i n  the  Municipal Court 

:. ( ..+, s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  a f i n e  n o t  t o  exceed Two Hundred ($200 .00)  
D o l l a r s  f o r  each o f f e n s e .  

i,& 
mu_.. ,.,..;, 
, 1 SECTION 5 .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  ordinances of the City of  6 

mite  do not  adeauate lv  o r o t e c t  ~ a r t i c i ~ a n t s  and s ~ e c t a t o r s  M e s a "  - - ~. -~ -~ - 

a t  superv ised  play and amisernent programs Ereates an urgency ... 
<.. and an emergency f o r  t h e  preservat ion of the  publ ic  heal th ,  

s a f e t v .  and wel fare  and r e a u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  t ake  - ~~~ 

ef fec- t  immediately from i t s  passage and publ icat ion a s  the Law 
i n  such c a s e s  provide.  1 

DULY PASSED by t h e  C i ty  Council of the C i ty  of Mesquite, 
Texas, on t h e  15th day  of  January, A . D . ,  1979, I 

i ATTEST: A P P R O ~ E D  AS TO FORM: I 

. . . . .  Elland Archer 
City Attorney 
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