
ORDINANCE NO. 1 4 7 2  

A?! ORDINANCE O F  THE C I T Y  O F  MESQUITE, TEXAS, AMEND- , 
ING ORDINANCE NO. 1 4 0 8  BY DESIGNATING TtIE AUTHORIZED 
WRECKER OPERATORS FOR THE C I T Y ;  BY L I M I T I N G  CERTAIii  
MAXIMUM CHARGES FOR STORhGE SERVICE;  BY MAKING CER- 
TAIN CHANGES I N  THE MINIMUM STANDARDS OF AUTHORIZED 
WRECKER S E R V I C E S ;  BY PROHIBITING THE TOWING O F  A 
VEHICLE INVOLVED I N  AN ACCIDENT BY OTHER TIIAN AN 
AUTHORIZED WRECKER SERVICE OPERATOR; BY PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; BY PROVIDING A  PENALTY NOT TO 
EXCEED TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  AND DECLARI?:C> 
AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  has f o u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  the 
h e a l t h ,  w e l f a r e ,  a n d  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  
C i t y  to o b t a i n  dependable  a n d  a d e q u a t e  w r e c k e r  s e r v i c f  for  t h e  
C i t y  a t  c o m p e t i t i v e  ra tes ;  a n d  

WHEREAS, it i s  necessary tha t  those e n g a g e d  i n  p r o v j . c l i n g  
w r e c k e r  service m e e t  c e r t a i n  m i n i m u m  s t anda rds ;  a n d  

f u s i o n ,  i t  is  n e c e s s a r y  to e s t ab l i sh  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  t o  r c q u i r e  
t h a t  a  w r e c k e r  s e rv i ce  o p e r a t o r  m a i n t a i n  a n  o f f i c e  a n d  s e r v i c e  
i n  t h e  d is t r ic t  to be serviced; 

NOW, T H E W P O W ,  BE I T  ORDAINED DY THE CITY COUPJCIL OF TIIE 
CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. T h a t  O r d i n a n c e  No. 1 4 0 8 ,  d u l y  passed by t h e  -. . . ?. 
C i t y  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite i s  h e r e b y  a m e n d e d  to  r e a d  
a s  f o l l o w s :  

SECTION 2 .  T h e r e  i s  hereby e s t a b l i s h e d  a p r o c e d u r e  for  --- 
o b t a i n i n g  w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  C i t y  Of  Mesqui te  as f o l l o w s :  

A. D i s t r i c t s :  For t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  
M e s q u i t e  i s  d iv ided  i n t o  t w o  d i s t r i c t s  de s igna ted  as  f o l l o w s :  

(1) N o r t h  M e s q u i t e  D i s t r i c t  - T h a t  area of t h e  C i t y  
N o r t h  of a l i n e  b e g i n n i n g  a t  t h e  West C i t y  L i m i t s  

. - . . -. . ., .. . . . - -- - . . -----.and t h e  c e n t e r l i n e  o f  t h e  M e d i a n  sf H i g h w a y  8 0  . . . . . . .. .~. . . . 
and e x t e n d i n g  a long s u c h  c e n t e r l i n e  of  s a i d  I l i y h -  
w a y  8 0  t o  t h e  F a s t  C i t y  L i m i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  
po r t ion  of any i n t e r s e c t i n g  streets w i t h i n  such 
area is designated t h e  North M e s q u i t e  D i s t r i c t .  

. . . . . . . . . - ---- "--.- 

. . . . . - . . . . . . - . . . . ,- . , . . . - . 
. . .  . ~ ~ -. -. . . . . -. . . - . - .. . - ------ .- 

. , 
, .. ~ - 

. . ~ ~ . .  . ~ .  



....._...._ ,...w..,.. 

~ Q ~ ~ I N A N C E / P A G E  2 
. . . .  . ,  

( 2 )  South Mesqui te  D i s t r i c t  - T h a t  a r e a  South of 
t h e  s a i d  c e n t e r l i n e  o f  Highway 80 a s  it ex tends  
from t h e  West Ci ty  L i m i t s  t o  the  E a s t  C i t y  

- L i m i t s  i s  des igna ted  South  Mesquite  District.  

B. Ra tes :  Wrecker S e r v i c e  O p e r a t o r s  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  C i t y  t o  
respond t o  P o l i c e  Wrecker c a l l s  s h a l l  be  au thor i zed  to  
c h a r g e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r a t e s  f o r  t h e  towing and s t o r a g e  of 
motor v e h i c l e s .  Any charge n o t  h e r e i n  L i s t e d  s h a l l  b e  a  
r easonab le  cha rge  cons ide r ing  t h e  t ime,  e f f o r t  and equip-  
ment inc luded.  Provided,  however, t h a t  any f e e  i n  e x c e s s  
of $5.00 pe r  day f o r  s t o r a g e  s h a l l  be deemed e x c e s s i v e  and 
i s  p r o h i b i t e d .  

S tandard  Pickup & Tow $ 20.00 

Accident  Pickup & Tow 25.00 

Add i t iona l  S e r v i c e s  
Each A d d i t i o n a l  Hook-Up 2.50 
U s e  Dolleys 17.50 
Other Labor 12.00 pe r  hr .  

Heavy Duty Wrecker Se rv ice  Usual and Customary 
r a t e s  charged f o r  l i k e  
s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  D a l l a s  
Metropol i tan  a r e a  

S t o r a g e  Fee: 
Outs ide  2.00 (Per  Day) 
I n s i d e  2.50 (Per  Day) 

(1) Heavy Duty Wrecker S e r v i c e  s h a l l  b e  where t h e  s e r v i c e  
performed r e q u i r e s  a v e h i c l e  rated a t  2 .  minimum of 
1 l ~ / ?  t o n s  and equipped w i t h  a winch r a t e d  a t  a m i n i -  
mum of 12 t o n s .  

( 2 )  Heavy Duty Wrecker S e r v i c e  f e e  s h a l l  be u s u a l  and 
customary r a t e s  charged f o r  l i k e  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  D a l l a s  
K c t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a .  

( 3 )  Storage  f e e  s h a l l  mean t h e  r a t e  charged for  s t o r i n g  
any v e h i c l e  n o t  using more space  t h a n  a passenger  
v e h i c l e  o r  l i g h t  t r u c k  would use .  .-.-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ...... 

on t h e  d a t e  of pick up. A f t e r  t h e  day of p ick  u p ,  any 
por t ion  of a  day s h a l l  bc c o n s i d e r e d  a cha rgeab le  day. 

. . . . . . . .  : 

... --- --.--- 
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(5) Other s torage r a t e s  - The Wrecker S e r v i c e  Operator 
w i l l  be guided by Sec t ion  B hereof f o r  o t h e r  
s torage r a t e s .  

(6) Up t o  1 2  f r e e  tows and s t o r a g e  charges  p e r  d i s t r i c t  
pe r  year s h a l l  be provided where emergencies  e x i s t  
as deemed necessary by t h e  Chief of P o l i c e .  

The C i ty  s h a l l  i n  no event  be respons ib le  f o r  towing or s t o r a g e  
chargee or r e l a t ed  services  performed pursuant t o  t h i s  ordinance.  

The l i e n  a r i s i n g  from towing and s t o r a g e  charges  under  t h i s  o r d i -  
nance s h a l l  be l imited t o  the v e h i c l e  and a c t u a l  a t tachments  and 
accessories  and s h a l l  n o t  a t t ach  t o  personal  e f f e c t s  i n  t h e  
vehicle .  

C.  Minimum Requirements: Wrecker Serv ice  Opera to r s  s h a l l  meet 
the following m i n i m u m  requirements,  toge ther  w i t h  such  o ther  
requirements a s  may be necessary t o  the  end t h a t  prsmpt e f f i c i e n t  
service may he rendered: 

(1) Minimum Outside Storage - A minimum o u t s i d e  s torage 
a r e a  of  not  less than  1 6 , 5 0 0  square f e e t  designed 
t o  accommodate not  l e s s  than 85 automobiles .  

(2) Fencing - A perimeter f ence  of  a t  l e a s t  s i x  ( 6 )  f e e t  
i n  he ight  providing s o l i d  screening p l u s  t h r e e  13) 
s t r a n d s  of  s a f e t y  (barbed) wi re  above t h e  s o l i d  
screening port ion of cha in- l ink  o r  b e t t e r  s h a l l  be 
required.  

( 3 )  Storage Parking Area Surface - The s t o r a g e  parking 
a r e a  s h a l l  be paved su r face .  

( 4 )  Customer Parking - A t  least f i v e  ( 5 )  customer parking 
spaces s h a l l  be provided. 

( 5 )  Secur i ty  Storage - Space f o r  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  four ( 4 )  
vehic les  s h a l l  be provided i n s i d e  a b u i l d i n g  with 
s u i t a b l e  secu r i ty  fo r  P o l i c e  s torage .  

(6) Location of O f f i c e  and Storage  Arca - The s torage a r e a  
and o f f i c e  s h a l l  be cont iguous and s h a l l  be  open 

.------ laring regular  business hours.  

(7) Secur i ty  - Each s torage area s h a l l  be l i g h t e d  by 
not  l e s s  than two ( 2 )  rncrcury vapor l i g h t s  and 
s h a l l  be guarded by a watchman o r  a t r a i n e d  secu r i ty  
dog, and s h a l l  be g u a r d e d  2 1  hours per  d a y ,  7 days a 

........... - .. 
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( 8 )  F a c i l i t i e s  -- Must b e  p l i i ; s ica l ly  l o c a t e d  i n  t h o  C i t y  ' . . . . . . . .  
of Mesquite and  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  t o  be s e r v e d  except 
where r e q u i r e d  t o  s e r v e  i n  a n o t h e r  d i s t r i c t  d u r i n g  
an emergency. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . -  ..- -.. .-/ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - ---.-.. .~ 
( 9 )  S e r v i c e  - Each f a c i l i t y  m u s t  p r ~ v i d e  twenty-- four  

(24) hour s e r v i c e  and b e  equipped w i t h  n o t  less 
than two t e l e p h o n e s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e - s t o r a g e  a r e a .  
A f t e r  r e g u l a r  b u s i n e s s  hours  t h e  wrecker  o p e r a t o r  
s h a l l  f u r n i s h  one  (1) t e l e p h o n e  number. I t  s h a l l  
be t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  a u t h o r i z e d  wrecker  
o p e r a t o r  to receive h i s  c a l l s  e i t h e r  a t  t h i s  number 
o r  over t h e  p o l i c e  r a d i o .  

( L O )  Equipment - Each f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  n o t  less t h a n  
t w o  ( 2 )  wrecker  u n i t s  w i t h  opel -a tors .  A t  l e a s t  one 
u n i t  s h a l l  be equipped w i t h  approved two-way r a d i o  
which w i l l  o p e r a t e  on  f r e q u e n c i e s  d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  
P o l i c e  Depar tment ,  and approved emergency l i g h t i n g .  
Each u n i t  s h a l l  c a r r y  a push broom and a f t e r  e a c h  
a c c i d e n t  a t  which  a p i c k  up i s  made t h e  o p e r a t o r  
s h a l l  t h o r o u g h l y  sweep g l a s s  and d e b r i s  and remove 

i 
' 

from t!lc s treet .  Each o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  keep a r e c e i p t  . . .  .. , .. .. hook .~pproved  by t h e  Mesqui te  Pol . icc Department.  
.,,.~ 
-4%; : ~ .. I .  L i a b i l i t y  a n d  F i d e l i t y  - Wrecker S e r v i c e  O p e r a t o r s  
99;:. 

3.: s h a l l  hold  the C i t y  ha rmless  from t h e  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  
any a c t  o r  o m i s s i o n  of  such o p e r a t o r  o r  a n y  employee  

~. , .. .,.. and s h a l l  p r o v i d e  p o l i c y  of l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r z n c e  w i t h  @ 
a minimum o f  $50,000.00 pe r  pe r son  o r  $100,000.00 per &I ic. -._ .,,. .I .; i n c i d e n t  b o d i l y  i n j u r y  covercigc an8 $50,000.00 p r o p e r t y  
change coverage .  

'W.. 
*.., (12) Reports  - Dur ing  t h e  term o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  wrecker  s e r v i c e  

o p e r a t o r s  s h a l l  f u r n i s h  such r e p o r t s ,  b o t h  o r a l  a n d  
w r i t h u : ~ ,  a s  may b e  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h c  P o l i c e  Department. ... 

(13) Peri:lits - E a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  o p e r a t o r  o r  employee s l l a l l  
be apl,roved by t h e  P o l i c e  Department and s h a l l  bc of 
good moral c h a r a c t e r  and q u a l i f i e d  to  pe r fo rm t h e  
s c r v i c e  r e q u i r e d .  

( 1 4 )  Experience - C o n t i n u i t y  of O p e r a t i o n  - Wrecker S e r v i c e  
o p e r a t o r s  s h a l l  show ev idence  of e x p e r i e n c e ,  a b i l i t y  
and c o n t i n u i t y  of  o p e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  end t h a t  they s h a l l  ..... 

..... he a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  e f f i c i e n t  and u n i n t e r r u p t e d  service. 

-. .. (15) Couduc t..of P e r s o n n e l  While t h e  a u t h o r i z e d  Wreckex ...-- 
S e r v i c e  i s  a  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  such  s e r v i c e  i s  i n  t h e  
n a t u r e  of a p u b l i c  f u n c t i o n  and a l l  p e r s o n n e l  so e n g a g e d  
s h a l l  canduc t  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a d i g n i f i e d  and r e s p e c t a b l e  
manner and s h a l l  b e  courteous to  t h e  p u h l i c  and  s h a l l  

4 fo l low d i r e c t i o n s  of t h e  inves t ig : t ing  o f f i c e r  on d u t y .  
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(16) Wrecker S e r v i c e  O p e r a t o r s  - To be e l i g i b l e  f o r  
a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  o p e r a t o r s  must a t  a l l  t i m e s  be 
c u r r e n t  i n  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  t h e  C i t y ,  
i n c l u d i n g  payment o f  ad valorem and o t h e r  t a x e s .  

D .  D i s c r e t i o n  of P o l i c e  Department:  Due t o  t h e  emergency n a t u r e  
o f  wrecker s e r v i c e ,  c e r t a i n  m a t t e r s  a r e  determined t o  n e c e s s a r i l y  . . 

be w i t h i n  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of  t h e  P o l i c e  Department. 

(1) Locat ion o f  v e h i c l e  i n  a d i s t r i c t  - t h e  d i s t r ic t s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  are  f o r  the  convenience  o f  t h e  C i t y  
and t o  p r e v e n t  d u p l i c a t i o n  of  e f f o r t .  When w r e c k e r  
s e r v i c e  is  needed,  t h e  P o l i c e  Department s h a l l  
de termine i n  which d i s t r i c t  t h e  v e h i c l e  i s  located 
and n o t i f y  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  o p e r a t o r .  I n  s i t u a t i o n s  
where i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  de te rmine  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  
d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  by t h e  Police Depart-  
ment s h a l l  c o n t r o l .  

( 2 )  Resaonse t i m e  - t h e  P o l i c e  Department s h a l l  have  
d i s c r e t i o n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  a r e a s o n a b l e  r e s p o n s e  t i m e  
based upon t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s u c h  a s  t r a f f i c  con- 
g e s t i o n  o r  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  may a f f e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y ;  a n d ,  
upon f a i l u r e  o n  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  o p e r a t o r  c a l l e d  to 
so respond,  t h e  Department may c a l l  a n o t h e r  o p e r a -  
t o r .  A r e s p o n s e  t i m e  of t h i r t y  ( 3 0 )  minutes  may 
be  used a s  a g u i d e  f o r  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s ,  b u t  may v a r y  
depending upon c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

SECT1014 3 .  That  s u b j e c t  t o  c o n p l i a n c c  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
h e r e i n ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w r e c k z r  s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r s  a r e  hereby de'sig- 
n a t e d  a s  Authorized Wrecker  S e r v i c e  O p e r a t o r s  and a u t h o r i z e d  t o  
respond t o  P o l i c e  Wrecker C a l l s  i n  t h e i r  D i s t r i c t s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

A .  South Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - Wayne W i l l i a m s  d/b/a Wi l l i ams  
P a i n t  and Body Shop,  from January  1 ,  1979, through 
December 31, 1979.  

8. North Mesqui te  D i s t r i c t  - S k i p  Wisdom from J a n u a r y  1, 
1979, through D e c e m b e r  31, 1979. 

SECTION 4 .  No p e r s o n  o t h e r  t h a n  a n  a u t h o r i z e d  wrecker  ser- 
v i c e  o p e r a t o r  and h i s  a g e n t s ,  s e r v a n t s  and employees s h a l l  r e s p n d  

... ----- -to a P o l i c e  Wrecker c a l l ,  p rov ided ,  however, t h a t  i n  c a s e  of a n  
emergency t h e  P o l i c e  Depar tment  o r  o t h e r  agency of t h e  C i t y  may 
a u t h o r i z e  o t h e r s  t o  r e n d e r  s p e c i f i c  s e r v i c e s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
a s p e c i f i c  emergency. Such a u t h o r i z a t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  ex tend  t o  
o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s  or t i m e s .  

. , .,. - . ... - > . ~  ~, . ..... .,. ~ ..:.- 
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Upon n o t i c e  by the P o l i c e  Department, a n  a u t h o r i z e d  Wrecker 
Service Operator  f o r  one d i s t r i c t  may, a n d  s h a l l ,  i f  so 
ordered, go i n t o  a d i s t r i c t  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a n  i n  which h e  is 

....... , .. ..:- -.-.; euthorized,  b u t  o the rwise  s h a l l  c o n f i n e  h i s  o p e r a t i o n s  to the  
d i s t r i c t  a s s igned .  

SECTION 6. Should any word, p h r a s e ,  sen tence ,  paragraph,  
or s e c t i o n  of t h i s  o rd inance  be h e l d  to be i n v a l i d  ox u n c o n s t i -  
tut ional ,  t h e  remaining p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  
remain i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t .  

SECTION 7. Any person ,  f i r m  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  v i o l a t i n g  any 
af the p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  be deemed t o  be g u i l t y  

. I of a misdemeanor and upon c o n v i c t i o n  i n  t h e  Municipal  C o u r t  s h a l l  
he s u b j e c t  t o  a f i n e  n o t  t o  exceed Two Hundred D o l l a r s  ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  
for each o f f e n s e .  

.... 

.?,. . .~~ 

i. 

~. \.>., 

~Z. 
,.w. 

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by t h e  C i t y  Counc i l  of t h e  C i t y  of  
'C ;*., Mesquite, Texas, on t h i s  the 4 th  day of December, A.D., 1978, 
!-!? . . 
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