
ORDINANCE NO. 1 4 1 1  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, 
TEXAS, AMENDING CHAPTER 6 A  OF THE CODE 
OF THE CITY OP MESQUITE, REFERRED TO 
AS THE COMPREHENSIVE DRAINAGE ORDINANCE 

. OF 1970 BY REPEALING CHAPTER 6A; BY 
PROVIDING CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS AND 
CRITERIA FOR CONSTRUCTION I N  AREAS OF 

;- 
' . .I SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARDS TO COMPLY WITH 

THE FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM REQUIRE- .:..A MENTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING 
. . .. . AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT; PROVIDING A 

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY , NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS 
. . ($200 .00) ;  AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

. _i SECTION 1. T h a t  Chapter  6A of t h e  Code o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  - Mesquite  i s  h e r e b y  amended a s  f o l l o w s ,  i n  a l l  o t h e r  respects 
:,. :, 3 t o  remain i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t :  

: 
,<'.~ ..,. i 1. D e l e t i o n s  : ..*:I 
.:; I ..., S e c t i o n  6A-7 is hereby d e l e t e d  . . ,:< . ! 

., i 
. ) I  

2. A d d i t i o n s  : 
. . .. 

A New S e c t i o n  6A-7 i s  he reby  a d d e d  t o  t h e  Code of 
- i  t h e  C i t y  o f  Mesquite t o  r e a d  as  f o l l o w s :  .... . 

4d 
.<. .+ S e c t i o n  6A-7 - C o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  A r e a s  o f  Spec ia l .  F l o o d  Hazard 
:; , 
_.. . (a) The a r e a s  of s p e c i a l  f l o o d  h a z a r d  i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  
c..+,] F e d e r a l  I n s u r a n c e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  on its F l o o d  Hazard Boundary 
,: .., 
-...I Map (FWBM) and F l o o d  Insurance  R a t e  Map (FIRM) for t h e  C i t y  of 

Mesquite ,  Texas ,  (Community No. 485490A) , and  any r e v i s i o n s  ..., 
.-.. t h e r e t o ,  a r e  h e r e b y  adopted by r e f e r e n c e  and  d e c l a r e d  t o  be  a . . p a r t  of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e .  

(b )  ?lo r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  o r  s t r u c t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  mobile ~ 

homes, s h a l l  h e r e a f t e r  be e r e c t e d  or r e l o c a t e d ,  nor s h a l l  any 
e x i s t i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  improved,  w i t h i n  p.+. ,! 
a reaso f  s p e c i a l  f l o o d  hazards  d e s i g n a t e d  on t h e  F lood  Insurance g g  .... ... Rate  Map, e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  lowest f l o o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  basemen t ,  be 
e l e v a t e d  t o  a minimum of two f e e t  above t h e  base f l o o d  e l e v a t i o n .  w?: 
A r e g i s t e r e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e n g i n e e r ,  r e g i s t e r e d  a r c h i t e c t ,  or 'r: r e g i s t ~ r e d  p u b l i c  s u r v e y o r . s h a l l , s u b r n i t  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f .  
Community Development c e r t ~ t ~ c a t r o n  t h a t  t h ~ s  r e g u l s e m e n t  1s 

, , , .. . . .. . . . . . 
s a t i s f i e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  a b u i l d i n g  p e r m i t .  

. . , ~  _ _  , , ,  , ,  . , ,  _ . .. - .---.l--..-Y--- 

.v ..-._ ^,_.mw_l...-.*... 1- I-... 
. '..:.. P 
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C02i4 (c) No n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  o r  s t r u c t u r e  s h a l l  
h e r e a f t e r  b e  e r e c t e d  o r  r e l o c a t e d ,  nor  s h a l l  any e x i s t i n g  

. , .... -..wwr--? _ . _ d o n - . r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  improved w i t h i n  . . a reas  of  s p e c i a l  f l o o d  hazards des igna ted  on t h e  Flood 
Insurance  Ra te  Map, excep t  t h a t  t h e  lowest f l o o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  
basement, b e  e l e v a t e d  to  a minimum of  two f e e t  above t h e  
base f l o o d  e l e v a t i o n  o r ,  toge the r  w i t h  a t t e n d a n t  u t i l i t y  
and s a n i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  be f loodproofed so t h a t  below t h e  
base f l o o d  e l e v a t i o n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  is w a t e r t i g h t  w i t h  w a l l s  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impermeable t o  t h e  passage  o f  water  and w i t h  
s t r u c t u r a l  components having t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  of r e s i s t i n g  
h y d r o s t a t i c  and hydrodynamic loads  and e f f e c t s  of buoyancy. 
A r e g i s t e r e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  engineer  o r  r e g i s t e r e d  a r c h i t e c t  
s h a l l  submit  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  Community Development certi- 
f i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  of t h i s  sub-sec t ion  a r e  s a t i s f i e d .  
A r e c o r d  of such c e r t i f i c a t e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  s p e c i f i c  e l e v a t i o n  
t o  which such s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  f loodproofed s h a l l  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  
by t h e  D i r e c t o r  of Community Development. 

(d )  No c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  development, i n c l u d i n g  e x c a v a t i o n ,  
f i l l i n g  o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of embankment, s h a l l  be a l lowed  w i t h i n  
a r e m o f  s p e c i a l  f l o o d  hazard  p r i o r  t o  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of  a  Develop- 
ment Permi t  by t h e  D i r e c t o r  of Community Development. A p p l i c a -  
t i o n  for a Development Permi t  s h a l l  b e  submit ted  i n  w r i t i n g ,  . .. , ~ ~ .  
accompanied by eng inee r ing  p lans  and s u f f i c i e n t  d e s i g n  d a t a  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  proposed c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  de te rmine  whe the r  
such c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  adverse ly  a f f e c t  f low c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
w i t h i n  t h e  f l o o d  h a z a r d  a r e a  o r  i n c r e a s e  a t  any p o i n t  t h e  water 
s u r f a c e  e l e v a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  occurence of t h e  base  f l o o d  
d i scharge .  Engineer ing  d a t a  r e q u i r e d  t o  be f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  a 
permi t  a p p l i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be prepared  b y  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e n g i n e e r ,  
r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Texas and exper ienced i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  
of c i v i l  eng inee r ing .  

(e) A l l  s u b d i v i s i o n  proposals  and o t h e r  proposed new d e v e l o p -  
ments g r e a t e r  than 50 l o t s  o r  5 a c r e s ,  whichever i s  t h e  l e s s e r ,  
w i th in  a r e a s  of  s p e c i a l  f l o o d  hazard s h a l l  i n c l u d e  w i t h i n  s u c h  
proposals  b a s e  f lood  e l e v a t i o n  d a t a .  

(f) A l l  s u b d i v i s i o n  proposals  w i t h i n  a r e a s  of s p e c i a l  flood 
hazard s h a l l  have p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  such as water, 
s a n i t a r y  sewer ,  gas and e l e c t r i c a l  systems l o c a t e d  and c o n s t r u c t e d  
t o  minimize f l o o d  damage. 

SECTION 2. Tha t  a l l  ord inances ,  o r  p o r t i o n s  t h e r e o f ,  o f  t h e  
. Ci ty  Of Mesquite i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e .  

t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of  such  c o n f l i c t  ? r e  hereby r e p e a l e d .  To t h e  e x t e n t  
t h a t  such o rd inances  or p o r t i o n s  t h e r e o f  n o t  i n  c o n f l i c t  h e r e w i k h ,  
t h e  same s h a l l  rcmain i n  f u l l  Zorce and e f f e c t .  

SECTION 3 .  That  should any paragraph,  sen tence ,  s u b d i v i s i ~ n , ~ ~ '  
c l a u s e ,  p h r a s e ,  o r  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  o rd inance  be adjudged or h e l d  
t o  be u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  i l l e g a l ,  o r  i n v a l i d ,  t h e  same s h a l l  n o t  
a f f e c t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h i s  o rd inance  a s  a  whole o r  any p a r t  o r  
p r o v i s i o n  he reof  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p a r t  s o  decided t o  b e  i n v a l i d ,  
i l l e g a l  o r  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and s h a l l  not  a f f e c t  t h e  vaLidLQ 
of  t h e  Comprehensive Drainage Ordinance a s  a whole. 
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SECTION 4 .  That any pe r son ,  f i r m ,  o r  corpora t ion  
v i o l a t i n g  any of the  p r o v i s i o n s  o r  terms of  t h i s  ord inance  
s h a l l  b e  deemed t o  be g u i l t y  of a C l a s s  C misdemeanor and 1. 
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  same p e n a l t y  a s  provided  f o r  i n  the  Compre- 
hens ive  Drainage Ordinance of 1970, of t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite,  , 
and upon convic t ion  i n  t h e  Municipal Court  s h a l l  be punished 
by a f i n e  n o t  t o  exceed Two Hundred D o l l a r s  ($200.00) f o r  

. , each  o f f e n s e .  .~ 

SECTION 5. Whereaq, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p r e s e n t  ord inances  
of t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite do n o t  adequate ly  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  
from t h e  hazards  of f l o o d i n g  and do n o t  encourage t h e  preser -  
v a t i o n  o f  open space i n  i ts n a t u r a l  s t a t e  c r e a t e s  an urgency 
and an emergency f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  pub l i c  h e a l t h ,  
s a f e t y ,  and welfare and r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  
t a k e  e f f e c t  immediately from and a f t e r  its passage and publ i -  
c a t i o n  of t h e  capt ion o f  s a i d  o rd inance ,  a s  t h e  law i n  such 
c a s e s  p rov ides .  

I 1 DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by t h e  C i t y  Council o f  t h e  
I C i t y  of  Mesquite, on t h e  19  day of December , A.D., I 
4 1977. ................. @j 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
, -4 

Elland Archer 
Ci ty  At torney  

. . . . . . . . .  

i: .I 
i 1 

..................... 

. . . . . . . .  ..-...--- . . .  
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