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AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  O F  MESQUITE,  TEXAS, 
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1 2 9 6  BY DESIGNATING - - 
THE AUTHORIZED WRECKER OPERATORS FOR THE 
CITY;  BY L I M I T I N G  CERTAIN MAXIMUM CHARGES 
FOR STORAGE SERVICE; BY MAKING C E R T A I N  
CHANGES I N  THE MINIMUM STANDARDS OF AUTHO- 
R I Z E D  WRECKER SERVICES;  BY P R O H I B I T I N G  THE 
TOWING OF A VEHICLE INVOLVED XN AN ACCIDENT 
BY OTHER THAN AN AUTHORIZED WRECKER S E R V I C E  
OPERATOR; BY PROVIDING A S E V E R A B I L I T Y  CLAUSE; 
BY PROVIDING A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO 
HUNDRED DOLLARS ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  AND DECLARXWO AN 
EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the C i t y  C o u n c i l  has found it necessary t o  
t h e  health, w e l f a r e ,  and publ ic  safety of the  inhabi tan ts  of 
t h e  C i t y  t o  o b t a i n  dependable and adequate w r e c k e r  s e rv i ce  for 
the C i t y  a t  c o m p e t i t i v e  rates; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary t ha t  those engaged i n  pro- 
v id ing  wrecker service m e e t  certain m i n i m u m  standards; and 

3 WHEREAS, i n  order t o  obtain p r o m p t  service and avoid 
contus ion,  it is  qecessary t o  es tabl ish  distr icts  and t o  r equ i r e  
t h a t  a w r e c k e r  service operator m a i n t a i n  an  off ice  and service 
i n  the  district t o  b e  serviced; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY T H E  C I T Y  COUNCIL OF 
T H E  C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. T h a t  O r d i n a n c e  N o . . 1 2 9 8 ,  du ly  passed by 
the C i t y  C o u n c i l  of t h e  C i t y  of Wesquite is hereby a m e n d e d  to  
read as f o l l o w s :  

SECTION 2. T h e r e  is  hereby established a procedure . 
for obtaining w r e c k e r  service i n  the C i t y  of M e s q u i t e  as f o l l o w s :  

. - .. 
A. D i s t r i c t s :  For t h e  purpose of t h i s  ordinance t h e  C i t y  of 
. M e s q u i t e  is  divided i n t o  t w o  districts designated as follows: 

(1) N o r t h  M e s q u i t e  D i s t r i c t  - T h a t  area o£ t h e  ..---__.-- ... - ....... a ..... - 
C i t y  N o r t h  of a l i n e  beginning at the  W e a t  
C i t y  L i m i t s  and the  ceniierlini? of t h e  
M e d i a n  of Hishwav 80 and exrendins a l o n s  
such center l ine of sa id  H i g h w a y  80 t o  tge  
Eas t  C i t y  L i m i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  p o r t i o n  
of any i n t e r s e c t i n g  streets w i t h i n  such 
area i s  d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  N o r t h  M e s q u i t e  
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(2) South Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - That a r e a  South 
o f  t he  sa id  center l ine  of Highway 80 as 
i t  extends from the  West City Limits  t o  
t h e  East C i ty  Limits i s  designated South 
Mesquite D i s t r i c t .  

B, Rates: Wrecker Service Operators authorized by t h e  C i ty  t o  
respond to Po l i ce  Wrecker c a l l s  s h a l l  be author ized t o  charge 
the following rates f o r  the towing and s to rage  of mokor 
vehicles. Any charge not herein  l i s t e d  s h a l l  be  a reasonable 
charge considering the  time, e f f o r t  and equipment included.. 
Provided, however, t h a t  any f ee  i n  excess of  $5.00 per day 
for  s to rage  s h a l l  be deemed excessive and i s  prohibxted. . . .  

Standard Pick up & Tow 15.00 

Accident Pick up & Tow 20.00 

Addi t ional  Services 
Each Additional Hook-up 2.50 
U s e  Dolleys 17.50 

Heavy Duty Wrecker Semice  25.00 

Storage Pee: 
Outside 
Xnside 

1-50 (per day) 
2.50 (per day) 

(1) Heavy Duty Wrecker Service s h a l l  be where t h e  
s e r v i c e  performed requires a veh ic le  r a t ed  a t  
a minimum of 1 1/2 tons  and equipped with  a 
winch ra ted a t  a minimum of 1 2  tons.  

(2) Heavy Duty Wrecker Service fee  s h a l l  be $25.00 
per hour o r  any port ion thereof,  and a minimum 
charge of one hour s h a l l  be made. 

(3) Storage f e e  sha l l  mean the  rate charged f o r  **. 
.;i s t o r i n g  any vehicle no t  using m o r e  space than 
-:. I a passenger vehicle or l i g h t  t ruck  woul-d use. 
r' 1 
'?'I 

-1 ( 4 )  Storage charges s h a l l  begin a t  1 2 ~ 0 0  (midnight) 
after such pick up, and no s to rage  chaxges s h a l l  *;.i 

: i be imposed on the da te  of pick up. A f t e r  t h e  
..-, . 

.......... $q day of pick up, any portion of a day s h a l l  b e  
considered a chargeable day. 

'i: ( 5 )  Other storage ra tes  - The Wrecker Service 
Opexator w i l l  be guided by Section B hereof 
f o r  other storage ra tes .  
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%he Ci ty  s h a l l  i n  no event be responsible fox towing or s t o r a g e  
charges o r  r e l a t e d  services performed pursuant t o  t h i s  o rd inance . .  . 
The l i e n  a r i s i n g  from towing and s torage charges  under t h i s  osd5,- F. .+I" 

nance s h a l l  be Lirnited t o  the  vehicle  and a c t u a l  a t t achments  and : - " 
accessor ies  and s h a l l  not a t t ach  t o  personal e f f e c t s  i n  t h e  ....... 
vehicle - 

-. kz. 4 ,i. r- -. . 
C. Minimum Requirements: Wrecker service  Operators s h a l l  meet. ! 

the following minimum requirements, together w i t h  such o t h e r  
requirements as may be necessary t o  the  end t h a t  prompt e f f ic ient  
service may be rendered: . . . . . .  

. . 
(1) Minimum Outside Storage - A minimum o u t s i d e  storage 

area of n o t  less than 16,500 square  f e e t  aesigned , 

t o  accommodate ho t  less than 0 5. .automobiles. .. 

(2) Fencing - A perimeter fence of a t  least six (61 
feet i n  height providing solid screen ing  p l u s  ~ - 
t h r e e  ( 3 )  s t rands  of safe ty  (barbed) w i r e  above 
t h e  s o l i d  screening portion of chain- l ink or  

. . better s h a l l  be required. 

(3 )  Storage Parking Area Surface - The s t o r a g e  p a r k i n g  
a r e a  s h a l l  be paved surface. . . 

(4) Customer Parking - A t  l e a s t  f i v e  (5) customer 
parking spaces s h a l l  be provided. 

( 5 )  Secur i ty  Storage - Space for '  n o t  less than  four 
( 4 )  vehic les  s h a l l  be provided i n s i d e  a b u i l d i n g  

w i t h  su i t ab l e  s ecu r i t y  f o r  P o l i c e  s torage.  

(61 Location of O f f i c e  and Storage Area - The storage 
a r e a  and o f f i ce  s h a l l  be contiguous a n d  s h a l l  be 
open during regular  business hours. 

(7) s e c u r i t y  - Each s to rage  area s h a l l  be l i g h t e d  by 
n o t  l e s s  than two (2) mercury vapor l i g h t s  and 
s h a l l  be  guarded by a watchman o r  a t r a i n e d  
s e c u r i t y  dog, and s h a l l  be guaraed 2 4  hours  per 
day, 7 days per week. , 

( 8 )  F a c i l i t i e s  - Must be  phys ica l l  
C i t y  of Mesquite and i n  the  D i  
served except where required t 
distric- an emergency. 

(9 )  Service - Each f a c i l i t y  m u s t  p 
(24)  hour service  and be equipped wi th  n o t  less 
than t w o  telephones i n  the of f ice -s to rage  area. ' ' 

Af te r  regular  business hours t h e  wrecker o p e r a t o r  
s h a l l  furnish one (1) telephone number. It s h a l l  
be the  xesponsibi l i ty  of the au tho r i zed  t r recker  
operator  t o  receive h i s  c a l l 5  e i t h e r  at this. numy 
b e r  o r  over t h e  po l i ce  radio 



(10) Equipment - Each f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  provide n o t  
. p- - 

l e s s  than two (2) wrecker u n i t s  wi th  opera tors .  
A t  l e a s t  one u n i t  s h a l l  be  equipped with k .  approved two-way r a d i o  which w i l l  opera te  on f*.:: 

frequencies designated by the  Po l i ce  Department, l . .  
and approved emergency l i g h t i n g .  Each unit s h a  i l i , , : .  
c a r ry  a push broom and a f t e r  each acc iden t  a t  b; 

. . . .  
which a pick up i s  made fhe  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l '  . , 

thoroughly sweep g l a s s  and d e b r i s  and remove from 
t he  s t r e e t .  Each o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  keep a r e c e i p t  
book approved by t h e  Mesquite P o l i c e  Department ,. 

(11) L i a b i l i t y  and F i d e l i t y  - Wrecker se&ice O p e r a t o r s  
s h a l l  hold t h e  Ci ty  harmless from t h e  l i a b i l i t y  
for any a c t  o r  omission of such  opera tor  oryany 
employees and s h a l l  p rov ide  adequate l i a b i l i t y  
coverage .to guarantee t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  accomplish 
same. Each employee s h a l l  be covered by a f i dez i  
bond of no t  less than  One Thousand D o l l a r s  ($1000 

(12) Reports - During t h e  team of o p e r a t i o n , w r e c k e r  
se rv ice  operators  s h a l l  f u r n i s h  such r epo r t s ,  
both o r a l  and written, a s  may be requi red  by t h e  
Pol ice  Department. 

(13) Pe rmi t s  - Each ind iv idua l  o p e r a t o r  o r  employee 
s h a l l  be approved by t h e  P o l i c e  Department and 
s h a l l  be of good moral c h a r a c t e r  and q u a l i f i e d  
to perform t h e  s e rv i ce  requi red .  

(14)  Experience - Continuity o f  Operation - Wrecker 
Service operators  s h a l l  show evidence of exper- 
ience, a b i l i t y  and c o n t i n u i t y  oof opera t ion  t o  . 
t he  end t h a t  they s h a l l  be a b l e  t o  p rov ide  
e f f i c i e n t  and un in te r rup ted  se rv i ce .  

(15) Conduct of Personnel - While the author ized 
Wrecker Service is a p r i v a t e  enterprise, such 
serv ice  is  i n  t he  n a t u r e  of a p u b l i c  func t ion  
and all. personnel so engaged s h a l l  conduct 
themselves i n  a d i g n i f i e d  and r e spec t ab l e  m a n n e r  
and s h a l l  be courteous to  t h e  p u b l i c  and s h a l l  
Eollow d i r ec t ions  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f e i c e r  
on duty. 

authorization,  opera tors  must at a l l  time$ be . 
current  i n  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s  to  t h e  Ci ty ,  
including payment of ad valorem and o t h e r  taxes. 



D .  D i s c r e t i o n  of P o l i c e  Department: Due t o  t h e  emergency na tu re  
of wrecker s e r v i c e ,  c e r t a i n  m a t t e r s  a r e  determined t o  necessar i ly  
be w i t h i n  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  P o l i c e  Dewartment. - p~.: . 

( 1 )  Locat ion of v e h i c l e  i n  a d i s t r i c t  - the  d i s t r i c t s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a r e  f o r  t h e  convenience of t h e  C i ty  !- 
and t o  prevent  d u p l i c a t i o n  of e f f o r t .  When 

. w r e c k e r  s e r v i c e  is needed, t h e  P o l i c e  Depar'unent 
s h a l l  determine i n  which d i s t r i c t  t h e  vehic le  is 
l o c a t e d  and n o t i f y  the  a p p l i c a b l e  operator.  I n  
s ~ t u a t i o n s  where i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine 
t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  determinat ion by t h e  
P o l i c e  Department s h a l l  c o n t r o l .  

( 2 )  Response time - t h e  Po l i ce  Department s h a l l  have 
d i s c r e t i o n  t o  determine a r easonab le  response 
t ime based upon t h e  circumstances such a s  t r a f f i c  
congest ion or o t h e r  f a c t o r s  involved  i n  a p a r t i c -  
u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  may a f f e c t  t h e  publ ic  s a fe ty ;  
and, upon f a i l u r e  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  operator  
c a l l e d  t o  so respond, t h e  Department may c a l l  
ano the r  opera tor .  A response t i m e  of t h i r t y  (30) 
minutes  may be used a s  a guide f o r  reasonableness, 
b u t  may vary depending upon circumstances.  

SECTION 3. That s u b j e c t  t o  compliance w i t h  t h e  requirements 
h e r e i n ,  t h e  fo l lowing  wrecker s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r s  a r e  hereby 
des igna ted  a s  Authorized Wrecker Serv ice  Opera tors  and authorized 
t o  respond to  P o l i c e  Wrecker C a l l s  i n  t h e i r  Distr icts  a s  follows: 

A .  South Mesqui te  D i s t r i c t  - Wayne Williams d/b/a Williams P a i n t  
and Body Shop, from January  1, 1 9 7 8 ,  through December 31, 1978. 

B. North Mesqui te  D i s t r i c t  .- Skip  Wisdom from January 1, 1978, 
through December 31, 1978. 

SECTION 4. No person o t h e r  than an a u t h o r i z e d  wrecker 
s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r  and h i s  agen t s ,  s e rvan t s  and employees s h a l l  
respond t o  a P o l i c e  Wreckerr c a l l ,  provided,  however, t h a t  i n  
c a s e  o f  an emergency t h e  P o l i c e  Department o r  o t h e r  agency of 
t h e  C i t y  may a u t h o r i z e  o t h e r s  t o  render  s p e c i f i c  s e rv i ces  i n  
connect ion w i t h  a s p e c i f i c  emergency. Such au tho r i za t ion  s h a l l  
n o t  extend to o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s  o r  t i m e s .  

........... -- 
Upon n o t i c e  b y  t h e  P o l i c e  Department, an a u t h o r i z e d  Wrecker 
Se rv ice  Opera tor  f o r  one d i s t r i c t  may, and s h a l l ,  i f  s o  ordered, 
go i n t o  a d i s t r i c t  o t h e r  t han  t h a t  i n  which he is authorized, 
b u t  o t h e r w i s e  s h a l l  conf ine  h i s  ope ra t ions  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
ass igned .  

, . . . . . . . .  . .~ . . . .  
. . 



SECTION 5. F a i l u r e  t o  comply with t h e  requirements  
here in  by any authorized wrecker service ope ra to r  s h a l l  con- 
s t i t u t e  grounds for revocation of authorizat ion and may b e  
considered i n  any fu ture  appl ica t ion .  

SKTION -- 6 .  Should any word, phrase,  sentence,  para- 
graph o r  s x o n  of t h i s  ordinance be held to be i n v a l i d  or 
unconst i tut ional ,  the  remaining provisions o f  t h i s  Ordinance 
s h a l l  remain i n  f u l l  force and e f f ec t .  

SECTION 7. Any person, firm o r  corpora t ion  v i o l a t i n g  
any of the  provisions of t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  be  deemed t o  be 
g u i l t y  of a misdemeanor and upon conviction i n  t h e  Municipal 
Court s h a l l  be subject t o  a f i n e  not  t o  exceed Two Hundred 
Dollars  ($200.00) fo r  each offense.  

SECTION 8. The f a c t  t h a t  the Code of  t h e  Ci ty  of 
Mesquite, Texas, is inadequate t o  afford Wrecker Service f o r  t h e  
necessary protection of t h e  inhabi tants  of t h e  C i ty  c o n s t i t u t e s  
an urgency and an emergency f o r  t h e  preservat ion of the  p u b l i c  
hea l th ,  sa fe ty  and welfare  of its c i t izens  and r equ i r e s  t h a t  
t h i s  ordinance sha l l  take e f f e c t  immediately from and a f t e r  i ts  
passage and the  publication of t h e  caption o f  said Ordinance, a s  
the  law i n  such cases provides.  

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by the C i t y  Council o f  the 
Ci ty  of Mesquite, Texas, on t h i s  the  19th day of December, A.D., 
1977. 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

El land  Archer 
C i t y  Attorney 


