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ORDINANCE NO. 1 4 0 2  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF gMESQLLITB, TEXAS, AMENDING CHAPTER V OF THE 
CODE O F  'THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE BY DELETING 
CERTAIN PROVISIONS THEREIN,  INCLUDING THE 
ADOPTION OF THE NATIONAL BUILDING CODE AND BY 
ADOPTING INSTEAD THE UNIFORM BUILDING CODE; 
BY ESTABLISHING F I R E  ZONES I N  THE CITY; BY 
AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF THE UNIFORM 
BUILDING CODE; BY ESTABLISHING CERTAIN REQUIRE- 
MENTS FOR THE ERECTION OF TENTS, THE MAINTENANCE 
OF A WALL SIGN; THE CONSTRUCTION OF WOODSHAKE 
OR SHINGLE ROOFS, THE PROVISION OF TWO E X I T S  FOR 
RESIDENTIAL UNITS,  THE REQUIREMENT OF MASONRY 
EXTERIOR WALLS AND NON-COMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS 
BETWEEN OPENINGS AND A VERTICAL SEPARATION THEREOF 
AND PROVIDING CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS FOR FIREWALLS; 
BY CONTINUING THE E X I S T I N G  FEE SCHEDULE IN EFFECT .+.: 4 AND BY PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF THE 
UNIFORM BUILDING CODE, BY PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY . . . .  - a CLAUSE; BY PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT T O  EXCEED 

:w TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200.00) FOR FACH OFFENSE; 4 J AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

," 8.. ..: NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE C I T Y  COUNCIL OF ... ..- C !  THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. T h a t  C h a p t e r  V Of t h e  C o d e  of the  C i t y  of 
+.* ~es~u-eby a m e n d e d  as f o l l o w s ,  i n  a l l  o t h e r  respects 
51 t o  remain i n  f u l l  force and effect :  
'i I :..I 1. D e l e t i o n s  : 

Sect ion  5-3 
Section 5-4 
Section 5-5 
Sec t ion  5-6 
Section 5-7 

2 .  A d d i t i o n s  : 

. .- - . - S e c t i o n  5-3 F i re  Z o n e s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  F o r  t h e p u r p o s e  
of p ro tec t ing  l i f e  and property f i re  z o n e s  o f  the  C i t y  are 
hereby declared t o  be as f o l l o w s :  

Fire Z o n e  I: T h a t  area t h a t  is p re sen t ly  or  m a y  i n  
t h e  f u t u r ~ t h e  Zoning D i s t r i c t  d e s c r i b e d  i n  the 
C o m p r e h e n s i v e  Z o n i n g  O r d i n a n c e  of t h e  C i t y  o f  M e s q u i t e  as  
t h e  C e n t r a l  B u s i n e s s  D i s t r i c t  (CBD) , s u b j e c t ,  however, t o  such 
modif ica t ions  as  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  may by O r d i n a n c e  provide. 
T h e  l i m i t s  of F i r e  Z o n e  I s h a l l  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  the l i m i t s  of t h e  
C e n t r a l  B u s i n e s s  D i s t r i c t  as  s h o w n  on t h e  O f f i c i a l  Zoning Map --- 
of t he  C i t y  of M e s q u i t e  as a m e n d e d  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ........ ~ . , . .  
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F i r e  Zone 11: F i r e  Zone 11 s h a l l  comprise t h a t  ,, , 

on said Zoning Map. 

F i r e  Zone 111: F i re  Zone 111 s h a l l  
remainder  of  t h e  C i t y  n o t  included i n  F i r e  Zon 
i n c l u d i n g  any new a r e a  annexed t o  t h e  City.  

A s  t h e  O f f i c i a l  Zoning Map is  amended by change i n  
zoning,  each  F i r e  Zone i s  likewise amended t o  conform w i t h  
such change i n  t h e  O f f i c i a l  Zoning Map. 

S e c t i o n  5-4 Uniform Building Code-Adoption. 'She 
Uniform B u y t i o n ,  published by t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference of Building O f f i c i a l s  i s  hereby 
adopted  by t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  b u i l d i n g  
code of t h e  C i t y  of Mesquite and s h a l l  be appl icable  to a l l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a l t e r a t i o n ,  r epa i r ,  demolit ion maintenance, 
u s e  and occupancy o f  a l l  bui ldings,  s t r u c t u r e s ,  m a t e r i a l s  
and equipment r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  building indus t ry  i n  t h e  Ci ty .  
A copy o f  s a i d  Uniform Code sha l l  be a t t ached  h e r e t o  and 
ma in ta ined  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  Ci ty  Secretary a s  a n  o r i g i n a l  
document and o rd inance  of  t h e  City. 

Provided,  however, t ha t  any amendment, d e l e t i o n  o r  
m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  s a i d  Unif o m  Building Code here inaf te r  
adopted  by Ordinance of  t h e  City Council s h a l l  t a k e  precedence 
o v e r  any p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Uniform Building Code t o  the 
c o n t r a r y .  

S e c t i o n  5-5 Amendments and Deletions.  The fol lowing 
p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h e  Uniform Building Code a r e  hereby de le ted :  

S e c t i o n  205 
S e c t i o n  303 ,., 

* I  

; iY A new Sec t ion  205 is hereby added t o  t h e  Uniform 
B u i l d i n g  Code t o  r e a d  a s  follows: 

Any p e r s o n ,  f i r m ,  or  corporat ion v i o l a t i n g  any of 
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be deemed to be 
g u i l t y  o f  a  misdemeanor and upon convict ion i n  the  Municipal 
Cour t  s h a l l  he s u b j e c t  t o  a  f ine  n o t  t o  exceed Two Hundred 
D o l l a r s  ($200.00) f o r  each offense. 

A new Sec t ion  303 i s  added 
::---..--- . . .<ode to r e a d  a s  fo l lows  : 

U n t i l  a new ordinance is  adopted by the  C i ty  
Counci l  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  appl icable  f e e s  f o r  permits  r equ i r ed  
under  t h i s  code t h e  f e e s  i n  existence on January 1, 1977, 
s h a l l  con t inue  i n  e f f e c t .  



Section 1704 Of t h e  Uniform Building Code i s  p" 
amended t o  read a s  follows: 

Roof coverings s h a l l  be of fire re tardant  mater ia ls  
except wood shakes and sh ing le s  may be allowed on s i n g l e  
family. r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  with ten  (10) f e e t  separation 
between s t ruc tu re s .  

Section 5-6 Tents. The erect ion and maintenance 
of t e n t s  s h a l l  be  governed by t h a t  port ion of Section 5-6 
(a) (9) here tofore  dele ted.  To t h e  ex ten t  same is  appl icable  
t o  t e n t s  same is  hereby r e i n s t a t e d  without i ts  reference t o  . - -. . - - . - 
t h e  National Building Code. 

Sub-section (cl ( 2 7 ,  Wall Signs) ; Sub-section (d) 
(2 e x i t  doors)  heretofore  de le ted  a r e  hereby r e i n s t a t e d  

without i t s  reference t o  the  National  Building Code. 

Section 5-6 (e)  (Masonsy Construction) is hereby 
r e i n s e r t e d  without reference t o  t h e  National Building Code 
and is modified t o  read as follows: 

Exte r io r  walls  of a l l  multi-family r e s i d e n t i a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  s h a l l  be not  l e s s  than 95% masocry construction. 

The area  t o  be computed f o r  the  foregoing require- 
ment; s h a l l  be t h a t  a rea  of e x t e r i o r  wall  between the  ground 
and e i g h t  f e e t  above the  topmost f l o o r  l e v e l  of such strmckure. 

To the  extent  p o s s i b l e ,  v e r t i c a l  separat ions  
between openings s h a l l  be a minimum of four  f e e t  and the  
e x t e r i o r  sur face  between same s h a l l  be of non-combustible 
ma te r i a l  t o  r e t a r d  i g n i t i o n  from lower t o  upper f l o o r s .  

Where it is imprac t ica l  t o  provide four f e e t  of 
separa t ion  between openings o c  a v e r t i c a l  plane due t o  
design of s t r u c t u r e  a hor izonal  p ro jec t ion  of non-combustible 
m a t e r i a l  between openings may be subs t i t u t ed  i n  whole or  i n  
p a r t  f o r  v e r t i c a l  separation.  

Mater ia l  between openinqs, horizonal or v e r t i c a l ,  
-need not  be of masonzy, bu t  s h a l l  be non-combustible with a 
minimum of one hour f i r e  r a t i n g .  

Where openings a r e  beneath project ions  from the 
s t r u c t u r e  such a s  a balcony, porch o r  other  construction,  o r  
the s o f f i t  o r  roof overhang and within  four f e e t  of such 
p ro j ec t ion  t h e  underside of such project ion s h a l l  be of non- 
combustible mater ia l  of not  less than one (1) hour f i r e  
r a t i n g  t h e  width of s a id  opening and extending two (2)  feet  
e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  ou te r  edge of s a i d  opening. 
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Notwithstanding anything to  t h e  c o n t r a r y  i n  
Chapter  33 ,  e x t e r i o r  s t a i r s  and e x i t  s t a i r s  s h a l l  be of 
non-combustible ma te r i a l s  from any l e v e l  t o  ground. 

The t e r m  multi-family r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  s h a l l  
mean s t r u c t u r e s  designed f o r  more t h a n  one occupancy u n i t ,  
whether  such u n i t  i s  designed f o r  one o r  more persons .  

Sect ion 5-6 ( f )  (Firewallsl  Sec t ion  5-6 ( f )  
h e r e t o f o r e  d e l e t e d  is hereby r e i n s e r t e d  without  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t h e  Na t iona l  Building Code and the fo!.lowing language is 
hereby added : 

Where any por t ion  of a t t i c  a rea  (enc losed  space 
p e r m i t t i n g  t r a v e l  of a i r ,  smoke o r  flame) p ro t rudes  outward 
from o r  overhangs t h e  masonry f i r e w a l l  a s e p a r a t i o n  s h a l l  be 
extended from t h e  f i r e w a l l  t o  the outermost p o r t i o n  of such 
a r e a  to  i n h i b i t  the  spread of f i r e  and t r a v e l  o f  smoke 
around t h e  f i r e w a l l .  Such separat ion of a t t i c  s p a c e  s h a l l  
be  of  a t  l e a s t  one hour f i r e  r a t ing  c o n s t r u c t i o n  such  a s  
shee t rock  o r  o t h e r  approved mater ia l  and s h a l l  n o t  be  p ie rced .  

SECTION 2 .  S ingle  family r e s i d e n t i a l  cons t ruc t ion -  
e x t e r i o r  f i r e  r e s i s t a n t  construction. 

A l l  main bui ld ings  s h a l l  be of e x t e r i o r  f i r e  
r e s i s t a n t  cons t ruc t ion ,  having a t  least seventy- f ive  (75) 
p e r  c e n t  of t h e  t o t a l  e x t e r i o r  walls below t h e  f irst  f l o o r  
p l a t e  Line,  excluding doors and windows, c o n s t r u c t e d  of 
b r i c k ,  s tone ,  concrete  block, c r  o t h e r  masonry o r  m a t e r i a l  
of e q u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  

SECTION 3.  Should any word, phrase ,  sen tence ,  
w a r a a r a ~ h ,  o r  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  ordinance be h e l d  t o  be i n v a l i d  ....... ~~- ~ ~ 

br Gico6s t i t u t iona1 ,  t h e  remaining p rov i s ions  o f  t h i s  ordinance 
s h a l l  remain i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and e f f e c t .  

SECTION 4 .  Any person, f irm, o r  coxporat ion v i o l a t i n g  
any of  t h e  provis ions  of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be  deemed t o  be 
g u i l t y  of a  misdemeanor and upon convict ion i n  t h e  Municipal 
Court  s h a l l  be  sub jec t  t o  a  f i n e  not  t o  exceed Two Hundred 
D o l l a r s  ($200 .00)  f o r  each offense. 

.... ...-.. -- ..--.-- +- -.--~ .... . - .. 

S~ECTION 5. The f a c t  t h a t  the Code of t h e  C i t y  of 
~ e s ~ u i t e ,  Texas, i s  inadequate fo r  t h e  necessary p r o t e c t i o n  
of  t h e  pub l i c  comfort and general  welfare  c r e a t e s  an urgency 
and a n  emergency f o r  t h e  preservation of t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  
s a f e t y ,  and wel fare  and requires  t h a t  t h i s  o rd inance  s h a l l  
t a k e  e f f e c t  immediately from its passage and p u b l i c a t i o n  
t h e  l aw  i n  such cases  provide. .- .... .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  
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DULY PASSED by the City Counc i l  of the  C i t y  of Mesquite, 

Texas on t h e  5th day of December, 1977, A.D., 1977 

' I 
.. I 
.. .j 

~ ~ 

~ l i a n d  ~ r c h e r  
City Attorney 

. . . . . . . . . . .  -. _--, 




