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AN ORDINANCE OF THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 2 ,  MESQUITE C I T Y  CODE BY 
ADDING SECTZONS 2-28, THROUGH 2 - 3 1 ,  BOTH 
INCLUSIVE, TO PROVIDE FOR THE ES'L'ABLISHMENT 
OF A MUIIICIPAL LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD; 
DEFINING THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD; 
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES AND PROVIDING FOR 
SUBCOMMITTEES; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

SECTION 1. C h a p t e r  2 of t h e  C o d e  of t h e  C i t y  of M e s q u i t e  
i s  h e r e b y  a m e n d e d  by adding Section 2-28 t o  read as f o l l o w s :  

SECTION 2-28 - ESTABLISHMENT OF MUNICIPAL LIBRAXY BOARD 
,*.< 1 

A M u n i c i p a l  L i b r a r y  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  consisting of seven 
.:,;% -1 (7 )  active m e m b e r s  and t w o  ( 2 )  alternate m e m b e r s  is  

hereby established as  f o l l o w s :  'i 
A. M e m b e r s  s h a l l  be q u a l i f i e d  voters of the C i t y  of 

Mesquite. 

B. M e m b e r s  s h a l l  be appointed by t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  f o r  
t w o  ( 2 )  y e a r  t e r m s  except t h a t  the i n i t i a l  appoint- 
m e n t  sha l l  be f o r  one y e a r  f o r  four  ( 4 )  m e m b e r s  to 
create staggered t e r m s : . w i t h  t w o  year a p p o i n t m e n t s  

' I .i‘ thereafter. In  the event of a v a c a n c y ,  the C i t y  
. ,  C o u n c i l  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a m e m b e r  t o  serve f o r  the 

u n e x p i r e d  t e r m .  

C. M e m b e r s  sha l l  serve w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  but s h a l l  
n o t  c o n t i n u o u s l y  serve for a period i n  excess of 
s ix  (6 )  years. 

b. If a r e p l a c e m e n t  has not qua l i f ied  u p o n  the expira- 
t i o n  Of a m e m b e r ' s  t e r m ,  t hen  that: m e m b e r  shal l  
c o n t i n u e  h i s  m e m b e r s h i p  u n t i l  replaced. 

E. A m a j o r i t y  of t h e  vat-ing m e m b e r s h i p  s h a l l  const i tute 
'i q u o r u m .  Should an act ivc  m e m b e x  be u n a b l e  t o  
attend a r e g u l a r  or s p e c i a L  m e e t i n g ,  an a l ternate  
s h a l l  serve i n  a n  active m e m b e r ' s  place for t h a t  
m e e t i n g .  A l t e r n a t e  members s h a l l  not  vote  un less  
said m e m b e r  is i n  the  place of an active m e m b e r .  
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t h e  

F.  The term of any member, inc luding  a l t e r n a t e  
members, who has not a t tended more t h a n  e i g h t y  
(80)  p e r  cent  of the  r e g u l a r l y  scheduled  

meet ings ,  without p r i o r  approval  of t h e  
Chairman i n  the  event  of i n a b i l i t y  t o  a t t e n d ,  
i n  any s i x  ( 6 )  month per iod  s h a l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
e x p i r e .  Written no t i ce  of t h e  vacancy s h a l l  b e  
g iven  t o  t h e  C i ty  Council by t h e  S e c r e t a r y -  
Recorder i n  o rde r  t h a t  t h e  Counci l  may make 
a n o t h e r  appointment. 

G. Board members s h a l l  annual ly e l e c t  a Chairman, 
Vice-chairman and Secretary-Recorder.  

Chairman - The Chairman s h a l l  p r e s i d e  over mee t ings ,  
and  s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  vote upon each i s s u e .  I n  
t h e  e v e n t  a quest ion over procedure arises, Rober t ' s  
Rules  o f  Order s h a l l  p reva i l .  

Vice-Chairman - The Vice-Chairman s h a l l  assist t h e  
Cha~rman an d i s e c t i n g  t h e  a f f a i r s  of  t h e  Advisory 
Board. I n  t h e  absence of t h e  Chairman, t h e  V i c e -  
Chairman s h a l l  assume a l l  d u t i e s  of t h e  Chairman. 

Secretary-Recorder - The Secretary-Recorder  s h a l l  
k e e ~  t h e  minutes of a l l  mectinas and  i n  t h e  S e c r e t a r v -  a 
~ e c b r d e , r ~ s  absence t h e  chairma; s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  anotGer  [?:, .--... ;, member t o  a c t  a s  Secretary-Recorder. . . 

II -.*. " 
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- The Secretasy-Recorder may accep t  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of 
C i t y  personnel  i n  t ak ing  and t r a n s c r i b i n g  minu tes ,  
when a v a i l a b l e ,  but: s h a l l  s i g n  same o f f i c i a l l y  b e f o r e  
p r e s e n t i n g  same t o  t h e  Board f o r  approval .  

N- The Library  Direc tor  s h a l l  be  an ex o f f i c i o  member o f  
t h e  Advisory Board, wi th  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a t t e n d  a l l  
meet ings  and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  b u t  w i t h o u t  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  vote .  

SECTION 2 . .  The Municipal Library Advisory Board s h a l l  have  
fol lowing powers and perform t h e  fo l lowing d u t i e s :  

. . . .  ... SECTION 2-29 - SAME - POWERS AND DUTIES . . . . .  - .. .,-; .... :- -**,-aaa 
: 2. - 

A. I t  s h a l l  a c t  only i n  an advisory  c a p a c i t y  t o  the C i t y  , ...... '. ., 
s t a f f  and t o  t h e  Ci ty  Council i n  a l l  matters p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  t h e  Library,  s h a l l  acquain t  i t s e l f  w i t h  and make a 
cont inuous  study and review of t h e  L ib ra ry  services of 
t h e  C i t y ;  and s h a l l  adv i se  wi th  the s t a f f  and C i t y  
Counci l  frcm t i m e  t o  time, a s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  and  f u t u r e ?  
maintenance, opera t ion ,  planning,  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  develop-  
ment, enlargement, and use p o l i c i e s  of t h e  C i t y  L i b r a r y  
S e r v i c e s .  C 



B. The Advisory Board's authori ty s h a l l  no t  extend t o  
t h e  d i rec t ion ,  supervision. empLoyment, o r  texmi- 
na t ion  of employees of the  Library Department. N o  
supervisory power of t he  Board is created.  

C. X t  s h a l l  recommend t o  the City Council suggested 
programs on the  development o f  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  , 
programs and financial. support. 

D. It s h a l l  advise the chief l i b r a r i an  on problems of 
development of l ib ra ry  f a c i l i t i e s ,  programs and 
improved l ib ra ry  services. 

E. It s h a l l  recommend the adoption of s tandards  o n  areas,  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  program and f inancia l  support.  

F. The members of t he  Board s h a l l  study and review the  
m a s t e r  planning guide for  l i b r a r i e s  and become . 
f a m i l i a r  with such plan and i ts  r e l a t i o n  t o  ex i s t i ng  
and proposed f a c i l i t i e s  and sha l l  become aware of any 
r ev i s ion  or updating thereof. 

I t  s h a l l  advise t he  chief l i b r a r i an  on t h e  development 
of  long-range cap i ta l  improvement programs and,  when 
i n  .its opinion the  need e x i s t s  fo r  add i t i ona l  l ib ra ry  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  it s h a l l  make appropriate recommendations 
to t h e  City Council. 

St s h a l l  follow t h e  ru les  and regulat ions  a s  may be 
prescr ibed by the  City Council f o r  t h e  conduct of its 
business.  

I t  s h a l l  recommend t o  the  City Council r u l e s  and 
regulat ions  governing the administrat ion of the l ib ra ry  
program and the use of l ib ra ry  f a c i l i t i e s .  

S t  s h a l l  make any other recommendations t& the City 
Council regarding l ibrary  matters t h a t  it considers 
avai lable .  

I t  may s o l i c i t  f o r  the City g i f t s ,  revenues, bequests 
o r  endowments of money o r  property as donakiono o r  
g ran t s  from persons, Eixms o r  corporations,  sub jec t  
to  t h e  approval an8 acceptance by the  Ci ty  Council. 

I t  may Erom time t o  time recommend to  t h e  City CouncSl 
amendments o r  changes t o  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

The Board, through its Chairman, s h a l l  make both an 
o r a l  and writ ten report  annually t o  t h e  C i t y  Council 
co~leerning i ts  a c t i v i t i e s  during the p a s t  year and ' 

its proposals fo r  the coming year. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  -- -.---1---- 
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N. Publ icat ions.  
(a) Annual Report.  The Library Board s h a l l  :q.{ publish and p r e s e n t  annual ly t o  t h e  City 

$4 Council and i n t e r e s t e d  c i t i z e n s ,  a r epor t  
.... ...* on the  manner i n  which t h e  l i b r a r y  program 
.++ has been conducted. This r e p o r t  s h a l l  be 

presented a f t e r  t h e  compLetion of  each 
>::; f i s c a l  year. P repa ra t ion  of t h e  r e p o r t  

>::{ s h a l l  be by t h e  ch ie f  l i b r a r i a n ,  under t h e  
I,,: .., d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  Library  Board. 
. ..;i 
: ,. . . #  . 0. It s h a l l  review t h e  budget  but  s h a l l  no t  be au thor i zed  
if: t o  add, d e l e t e  ox change i n  any way t h e  budget a s  pre-  

pared  by the  Library  s t a f f .  

P. The Board shall .  n o t  have t h e  power t o  o b l i g a t e  t h e  
C i t y  f o r  any funds o r  expendi tures  o r  i n c u r  any d e b t  
on behalf of t h e  C i t y .  

. . 

~;& Q. A l l  powers and d u t i e s  p r e s c r i b e d  and delegated h e r e i n  
are delegated t o  t h e  Board a s  a u n i t  and a l l  ac t ion  . .XI 

8 s i hereunder s h a l l  be of t h e  Board ac t ing  a s  a whole. N o  
a c t i o n  of an i n d i v i d u a l  member i s  authorized except 

.;/ 
.., through t h e  Board. 

%.'. , 
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I SECTION 3. The procedures  o f  the  Municipal Library Board 
a r e  as set  o u t  below: 4 *... SECTLOIJ 2-30 - SAME - PROCEDURE 

.ii 

*! A. Meetings 
i ' 

, (1) Regular meetings. The Library ~ o a r d  s h a l l  meet 
on the  first Tuesday of each month i n  the  Libraxy , -.! unless ano the r  t i m e ,  da t e  and p lace  a r e  des ignated  

:* ... 
..< + by the  Chairman and a l l  members are n o t i f i e d  a t  y, ;+ l e a s t  one day i n  advance. 

(2) Special  meetings. Spec ia l  meetings may be c a l l e d  
by the  Chairman or by w r i t t e n  r eques t  s en t  t o  t h e  
Secretary by f o u r  ( 4 )  members of t h e  Board. 

........ .- .... d E C T I O N  4. SECTION 2-31 - SAME - SUBCOMMITTEES 

(1) Appointment. The Library  Board, by a majori ty  
vote of t h e  quorum present  a t  any r egu la r  o r  7 

I ,,, spec ia l  meeting, may appoint  such m d e r s  and 
-3  c i t i z e n s  a s  they  s e e  f i t  t o  subcommittees t o  

serve t h e  purposes of the  Library Board. 4 
4 
. , 
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( 2 )  Termination. These committees may be 
dissolved i n  a l i k e  manner. 

SECTSON 5 .  The f a c t  t h a t  a.Municipa1 Library Advisory 
Board is necessary fo r  t h e  study and review of l i b r a ry  services 
of the City and f o r  i ts  recommendation t o  t h e  City counci l  
regarding the present and fu tu re  planning and operation of 
l ib ra ry  f a c i l i t i e s  c rea tes  an urgency and an emergency for t h e  
preservation of t he  public health. safe ty ,  and welfare and 
reguires that  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  take e f f e c t  immediately :'r . 
from and af te r  its passage a s  the law in  such cases provides. 

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by the  c i ty  Council of t h e  C i ty  
of Mesquite, Texas, on t h e  7 th  day of November, 1917. 

. . . . . . . . .  

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Elland Archer 
City Attorney 

. . . . . . .  
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