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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 8 t SECTION 2 0 . 1  OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
MESQUITE, BY PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN CHANGES I N  THE 
ESTABLISHMENT O F  F I R E  LANES I N  FRONT OF ALL MULTI- 
FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES EXCEPT DUPLEXES, ALL 
SHOPPING CENTERS AND ALL PUBLIC ASSEMBLY AND HIGH 

R I S E  BUILDINGS; BY PROVIDING SPECIFICATIONS AND 
LOCATION OF S A I D  F I R E  LANE; BY PROVIDING THE INSTANCES 
I N  WHICH THE OWNER OR PERSON I N  CHARGE SHALL BE RESPON- 
S I B L E  FOR KEEPING SAID F I R E  LANE MARKED AND SIGNED; BY 
PROVIDING D E F I N I T I O N S  FOR THE TERMS "FRONT", "CURB 
LINE", AND " F I R E  LANE"; BY STATING THE PURPOSE OF SUCH 
ORDINANCE: BY PROVTDJNG A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; BY 
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED 
DOLLARS ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  ; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE C I T Y  COUNCIL OF THE 
C I T Y  O F  MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. C h a p t e r  8,  S e c t i o n  2 0 . 1  of the  C o d e  of t h e  C i t y  
of M e s q u i t e ,  T e x a s ,  i s  h e r e b y  a m e n d e d  t o  read as fol lows,  i n  a l l  
o t h e r  respects t o  r e m a i n  i n  f u l l  force and effect: 

SECTION 20.1  

ESTABLISHMENT OF F I R E  LANES 

A l l  m u l t i - f a m i l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  other than d u p l e x e s ,  a l l  
shopping centers and a l l  publ ic  a s s e m b l y  b u i l d i n g s  as  defined by 
C i t y  O r d i n a n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  the  Z o n i n g  O r d i n a n c e ,  a n d  a l l  s t r u c t u r e s  
of more than t w o  and one-half ( 2  1 / 2 1  stores sometimes called " h i g h  
rise" s t ruc tu re s ,  w h e t h e r  e x i s t i n g  ox here inaf te r  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  
shal l  contain an area t o  be designated as a "Fire Lane" ,  such area 
t o  be along t he  curb l i n e  i n  f ron t  of such s t ructure or  if these is 
no curb l i n e ,  t h e n  a long t h e  f r o n t  of sa id  s t r u c t u r e  a s  the  t e r m  
" f r o n t "  is h e r e i n  defined no t  more t h a n  t h i r t y - f i v e  (35) feet f r o m  
s a i d  s t r u c t u r e  and l y i n q  a long t h e  e n t i r e  width or l e n g t h ,  as t h e  
case may be, of the  f r o n t  of s a i d  s t ruc tu re ;  said f i r e  l ane  being 
not less than  t w e l v e  ( 1 2 )  feet  w i d e  on a straight-of-way and a 
for ty ( 4 0 )  foot radius  a t  a n y  corner of such l a n e .  

, ~ . . - . . .-.- ..----.-.- 

S a i d  f ~ r e  lane s h a l l  be paved S u r f a c e  a n d  be c l e a r l y  marked 
pavement w i t h  exter ior  red  p a i n t  f o r m i n g  a p e r i m e t e r  l i n e  
four  ( 4 )  inches w i d e ,  w i t 1 1  t h e  legend "Fire L a n e "  i n  t h r e e  
b l a c k  letters a t  i n t e r v a l s  of not more t h a n  f i f t y  (50)  feet  along 
s a i d  perimeter l i n e i  provided, h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  w h e r e  the f i r e  l ane  
i s  ad jacen t  t o  a C u r b  of f o u r  ( 4 )  inches  he igh t  s a i d  curb s h a l l  be 
painted red a t  50 foot i n t e r v a l s  w i t h  s a i d  ex t e r io r  r e d  p a i n t  
extending 6 0  inches  i n  l e n g t h  a n d  legends pa in ted  o n  t h e  60 i n c h  
red curb  i n  black letters,  a min imum of three (3) i n c h e s  i n  h e i g h t  
c l ea r ly  leg ib le .  F I R E  LANE. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  metal s i q n s  on p o s t s .  . -. .. , .. ~ 
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s h a l l  be  p o s t e d  e a c h  125 f e e t ,  when p rac t i ca l ,  bear ing  t h e  legend. ., - ..  FIRE LANE" and nealc such f i r e  lane ,  provided, however, t h a t  " ' :,.,. , 
... 

l a c k  of  m e t a l  s i g n s  where such f i r e  lane i s  o therwise  c l e a r l y  ,.+ .. 
marked, s h a l l  no t  b e  a defense  to  a charge of i l l e g a l  parking. - I?;:. >., ~. t:.:.: . 
I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e t o ,  a l l  multi-family dwellings,  including P+V .> , .. . 

townhouses bct exc lud ing  duplexes, s h a l l  have a f i r e  l ane  of 
t h e  same d e s c r i p t i o n  loca ted  t o  provide access t o  t h e  r e a r  n o t  
less t h a n  seventy-f i v e  ( 7 5 )  f e e t  from t h e  fur thermost  po in t  of  
any u n i t .  

A l l  f i r e  l a n e s  s h a l l  connect a t  both ends t o  a dedicated s t r e e t  
or  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  turn-around areas  a t  t h e  dead-end with a 
minimum r a d i u s  of f o r t y  (40) f e e t .  

The owner o r  pe r son  i n  charge of such s t r u c t u r e  s h a l l  keep t h e  
f i r e  l a n e  c l e a r l y  marked and signed a t  a l l  t i m e s ,  provided, 
however, t h a t  where s a i d  FIRE LANE IS TO BE UPON A PUBLIC STREET 
THE OWNER OR PERSON I N  CHARGE s h a l l  not  mark o r  des igna te  such 
a r e a  b u t  s h a l l  make a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  the  City f o r  such designat ion 
and marking. 

Such fire l a n e  s h a l l  n o t  be co-extensive with a loading zone, b u t  
l oad ing  zones, where needed, s h a l l  be e s t ab l i shed  i n  addi t ion  t o  
t h e  a r e a  d e s i g n a t e d  as a f i r e  lane.  

N o  per son  s h a l l  clbse,  abandon, obs t ruc t ,  or d e f a c e  t h e  markings 
or i n d i c a t i o n s  of a f i r e  l a n e  required by t h i s  ordinance without  
w r i t t e n  pexmission of t h e  F i r e  Chief o r  h i s  authoxized representa t ive .  

SECTION 2 .  F i r e  hydrants  located on p r i v a t e  property s h a l l  be 
a c c e s s i b l e  f o r  F i r e  Department use a t  a l l  times wi th  such access  
marked a s  a f i r e  l a n e  a s  provided herein the fol lowing d is tances :  

A. F i f t e e n  (15) feet on e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  f i r e  hydrant of along 
t h e  cu rb  l i n e  o r  edge of paving nearest  t h e  f i r e  hydrant;  and, 

B. Three ( 3 )  f e e t  a d d i t i o n a l  access  f o r  each one  (1) f o o t  of 
d i s t a n c e  t h e  f i re  hydrant  is  set back from t h e  curb o r  paved 
access way w h e r e  p a r a l l e l  parking is  allowed; and, 

C. Four (4 )  f e e t  a d d i t i o n a l  ac  
d i s t a n c e  t h e  f ire hydrant i 
a c c e s s  way where head-in --- . 

SECTION 3 .  D e f i n i t i o n s  

A. F r o n t  de f ined  - +.he term " f ron t "  a s  used h e r e i n  is  defined a s  
t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  che  bu i ld ing  containing t h e  primary entrance u.;. 

way o r  ways. I n  t h e  event  a s t r u c t u r e  conta ins  mul t i -un i t s  " I <  .... 
such  a s  a shopping  c e n t e r  o r  apartment complex wherein t h e  b3m . ,.. g$fj 
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separate  u n i t s  thereof f r o n t  o n  more than one s i d e  of the  
s t r u c t u r e ,  s o  much of any s i d e  o r  area of the s t r u c t u r e  
containing a f r o n t  of a separa te  un i t  s h a l l  be  deemed the  
" f ron t"  of such s t ructure .  In  t he  event a s t r u c t u r e  has 
u n i t s ' f r o n t i n g  on a13 s i d e s ,  then a l l  s ides  of such 
s t r u c t u r e  s h a l l  be deemed a f r o n t  s ide .  

Entrance ways i n t o  a mall o r  area closed t o  veh ic le  t r a f f i c  
s h a l l  no t  be considered i n  determining a f r o n t  i f  more than 
one hundred (100) f e e t  from an a rea  designed f o r  veh ic le  
t r ave l .  

B. Curb l i n e  def ined  - The t e r m  "curb Pine" a s  used here in  is 
defined a s  a r a i s e d  por t ion of a s t r e e t ,  d r ive  o r  parking 
a rea  s epa ra t ing  such s t r e e t ,  d r ive  or parking a rea  from 
another a r e a  such a s  a parkway, yard o r  open space not 
designed fox veh ic l e  use. Such curb Line may be the  curb of 
a dedicated s t r e e t  and the  lane adjacent  t h e r e t o  provided 
herein  may be within such dedicated s t r e e t  provided t h a t  t he  
Ci ty  s o  des igna tes  and marks such area. 

C. F i r e  Lane def ined  - The term " f i r e  lane" as used herein  is 
defined a s  a passage way f o r  f i r e  and emergency vehicles  and 
equipment and i n  addit ion t o  the location and width provided 
here in ,  is f u r t h e r  defined a s  a n  area  of pavement s u i t a b l e  
f o r  veh icu la r  t r a f f i c  and s h a l l  be of a qua l i t y  not l e s s  than 
the  d r ive  area f o r  the  s t r u c t u r e  or remaining por t ion of 
dedicated street and s h a l l  extend t o  a dedicated s t r e e t .  

SECTION 3. Purpose 

The purpose of t h i s  enactment is to  provide unobstructed access t o  
the en t ry  ways of multi-family s t ruc tu re s ,  shopping cen te rs  and 
pablic assembly bui ldings  f o r  f i r e  and emergency veh ic les  and equip- 
ment t o  b e t t e r  p r o t e c t  the l i v e s  and property of t h e  inhabi tan ts  of 
the  City. 

SECTION 4.  Should any word, phrase, sentence, paragraph or 
section of t h i s  Ordinance be held  t o  be void o r  unconst i tu t ional ,  
the remaining provis ions  of t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  remain i n  f u l l  
force and ....... e f f e c t .  . -.------ 

SECTION 5. Any person, f i rm 
the provisions of t h i s  Ordinance 
misdemeanor and upon conviction 
subject  t o  a f i n e  n o t  t o  exceed Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) f o r  
each offense ,  and each and every day such v io l a t i on  continues s h a l l  
consti tuze a s e p a r a t e  offense. 

I-__ ............................................................. 
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SECTION 6 .  In addi t ion t o  any cr iminal  penalty p 
and cumulative t h e r e o f ,  the City of Mesquite may rev0 
of occupancy f o r  a s t r u c t u r e  required to have a f i r e  
u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  t o  such s t ruc ture  u n t i l  t h e  required f i r e  lane  is  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  

SECTION 7. T h e  f a c t  t h a t  the  present  ordinance providing fox 
t h e  es tab l i shment  of  f i r e  Lanes is inadequate creates  an urgency 
and an emergency Eor the preservation of t h e  public businesses,  
p r o p e r t y ,  h e a l t h  and safe ty  and requires t h a t  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  
t a k e  e f f e c t  immediately from and a f t e r  i ts passage and t h e  publica- 
t ion of t h e  c a p t i o n  of  s a id  ordinance, a s  the Law i n  such cases 
p rov ides .  

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of t h e  Ci ty  of 
Mesquite,  Texas, on t h e  4th April,  A.D.,  1977.  

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Elland Archer 
Ci ty  Attorney 
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