
WHEREAS, t h e  City Council has  found it necessaxy t o  
the health, welfare, and public sa fe ty  oE t h e  inhabi tan ts  of 
the City t o  obtain dependable and adequate wrecker se rv ice  fot- 
the City a t  competitive r a t e s ;  and 

WYEREAS, it is necessary t h a t  t h o s e  engaged i n  pro- 
viding wrecker se rv ice  meet ce r ta in  minimum standards; and 

WIfEREAS, i n  order t o  obtain prompt se rv ice  and avoid 
confusion, it i s  necessary t o  e s t ab l i sh  d i s t r i c t s  and to r e q u i r e  
tha t  a wrecker service  operator maintain an  o f f i c e  and service 
i n  the d i s t r i c t  t o  be serviced; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY TLIE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. That Ordinance No. 1298, duly passed by 
the C i t y  Council of t h e  City of Mesquite is hereby amended to  
read a s  follows: 

SECTION 2. There is hereby e s t ab l i shed  a procedure 
fox obtaining wrecker service i n  the C i t y  of Mesquite as follows: 

A. Dis t r ic ts :  For t h e  purpose of t h i s  ordinance t h e  Ci ty  of 
Mesquite is divided i n t o  t w o  d i s t r i c t s  designated as follows: 

(1) North Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - That area of the 
City North QP a l i n e  beginning a t  the  W e s t  
City L i m i t s  and the  c e n t e r l i n e  of t h e  .... 

- - - - - M e d i a n  of Highway 80 and extending along 
such center l ine  of s a i d  Highway 80 t o  t he  
East  City L i m i t s ,  including t h a t  por t ion  
of any intersect ing s t r e e t s  wi thin  such 
area  is designated the North Mesquite 
D i s t r i c t .  



(2)  South Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - That area South 
of t h e  s a id  c e n t e r l i n e  of Highway 80 as 
it extends from the  West C i t y  L imi t s  t o  
t he  East City Limits  is  des igna ted  South .... . . . .  . . . . .  "crr*l~esqui~e D i s t r i c t .  - 

L 
B. Rates: Wrecker Service ope ra to r s  au thor ized  by t h e  City t o  

respond t o  Pol ice  Wrecker c a l l s  s h a l l  be author ized to charge 
the  following r a t e s  fo r  t h e  towing and s t o r a g e  of motor 
vehicles.  Any charge no t  here in  l i s t e d  s h a l l  be a reasonable 
charge considering t h e  t i m e ,  e f f o r t  and equipment included. 
Provided, however, t h a t  any f e e  i n  excess of $5.00 per day 
f o r  s to rage  s h a l l  be deemed excess ive  and is prohibited.  

Standard Pick up & Tow 15.00 

Accident Pick up & Tow 20.00 

Addit ional  Services 
Each Addit ional  Hook-up 2.50 
Use DoLleys 17.50 

Heavy Duty Wrecker Serv ice  25.00 

Storage Fee: 
Outside 
Lnside 

1.50 ( p e r  day) 
2.50 (per day) 

(1) Heavy Duty Wrecker Serv ice  s h a l l  be where t h e  
s e rv i ce  performed r e q u i r e s  a v e h i c l e  ra ted  at  
a minimum of 1 1 / 2  tons  and equipped with a 
winch r a t ed  a t  a minimum of 12 tons. 

(2) Heavy Duty Wrecker Serv ice  fee shall.  be  $25.00 
per hour or any por t ion the reo f ,  and a minimum 
charge of one hour s h a l l  be made. 

(3) Storage fee  s h a l l  mean t h e  r a t e  charged f o r  
s to r ing  any veh ic le  not us ing  more space than 
a passenger veh ic le  o r  l i g h t  t r u c k  would use. 

(4)  Storage charges s h a l l  begin at 12:00 (midnight) 
a f t e r  such pick up, and no s t o r a g e  charges s h a l l  
be imposed on t h e  d a t e  of  p ick  up. Af te r  t h e  
day of pick up, any por t ion  of a day s h a l l  be 
considered a chargeable day. 

( 5 )  Othex storage r a t e s -  The Wreck 
Operator w i l l  be guided by S e c t  
for o ther  s to rage  r a t e s .  

. . . .  . . . .  



The City s h a l l  i n  no event  b e  .responsible f o r  t 
charges o r  =elated se rv ices  performed pursuant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ......ll.-...CI--., . . . .  

The l i e n  a r i s i n g  from towing and s torage charges under th is  ordi- , ii.., . 
nance s h a l l  be limited t o  t h e  vehicle and a c t u a l  attachments and 
accessories and sha l l  n o t  a t t a c h  t o  personal e f f e c t s  i n  t h e  w. , , 
vehicle. 

C. Minimum Requirements: Wrecker Service Operators s h a l l  m e e t  
t h e  following minimum requirements, together w i t h  such o t h e r  
requirements a s  may be necessary t o  t h e  end t h a t  prompt e f f i c i e n t r  
se rv ice  may be rendered: 

(1) Minimum Outside Storage - A minimum o u t s i d e  storage 
area of no t  less than 16,500 square  f e e t  des igned  
t o  accommodate not  less than 85 .autamobiLeo. 

(2) Fencing - A perimeter  fence a£ a t  l e a s t  six (61 
f e e t  i n  he igh t  providing s o l i d  screening p l u s  
three (3) s t r a n d s  of sa fe ty  (barbed) wire above 
t h e  s o l i d  screening portion of  chain-link or 
be t t e r  s h a l l  be  required. 

Storage Parking Area Surface - The s torage pa rk ing  
area s h a l l  be paved surface. 

Customer Parking - Zlt: l e a s t  five ( 5 )  customer 
parking spaces s h a l l  be provided. ... 

Security S torage  - Space for n o t  l e s s  than foul: 
(4)  vehic les  shall .  be provided in s ide  a b u i l d i n g  

with s u i t a b l e  s e c u r i t y  fo r  P o l i c e  storage. 

Location of Off ice  and Storage Area  - The s t o r a g e  
area and o f f i c e  s h a l l  be contiguous and shall. be 
open during r egu la r  business hours. 

Security - Each s torage area s h a l l  be l i g h t e d  by 
not  l e s s  than two ( 2 )  mercury vapor  l i g h t s  and 
sha l l  be  guarded by a watchman o r  a t r a i n e d  
securi ty  dog, and shal l  be guarded 24  hours p e r  
day, 7 days p e r  week. 

F a c i l i t i e s  - Must be physical ly  located in  t h e  
City cf Mesquite and i n  the D . i s t r i c t  to be -- 
served except where reguired to  serve i n  a n o t h e r  
d i s t r i c t  dur ing  an emergency. 

Service - Each f a c i l i t y  must provide twenty-four 
(24) hour s e r v i c e  and be equipped with not  less 
than two telephones i n  the of f ice-s torage  a r e a .  
After r e g u l a r  b'dsiness hours t h e  wrecker o p e r a t o r  
sha1.l fu rn i sh  one (1) telephone number. It s h a l l  
be tho r e s g o n s i b i l i t y  of the authorized wrecker 
operator t o  rece ive  h i s  c a l l s  e i t h e r  a t  t h i s  num- 
ber or over the pol ice  radio 

. . . . . .  . . .  . . .  -..-.-..--.-+-. 



,-. 
. . .  .. (10)  Equipment - Each f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  p rov ide  n o t  ., .- [.- .$ v.. ' 

less than two (2 )  wrecker u n i t s  w i t h  ope ra to r s .  " ! 
A t  l e a s t  one u n i t  s h a l l  be equipped w i t h  I 
approved two-way r a d i o  which w i l l  o p e r a t e  on F L...... 

. . frequencies designated by the  Police Department, PET. 
and approved emergency l igh t ing .  Each u n i t  s h a l l  
c a r ry  a push broom and a f t e r  e a c h  a c c i d e n t  af ! 
which a pick up is made the  ope ra tox  s h a l l  . . b;. . i 

thoroughly sweep g l a s s  and d e b r i s  and remove from I 

t he  s t r e e t .  Each opera tor  s h a l l  keep  a r e c e i p t  i .. 
,book approved by t h e  Mesquite Police Department 

(11) L i a b i l i t y  and F i d e l i t y  - Wrecker §e*vice Opetaters 
s h a l l  hold t h e  C i ty  h a m l e s s  f r o m  t h e  Liabfl i ty  
f o r  any a c t  o r  omission of such o p e r a t o r  o s . a n y  
employees and s h a l l  provide adequa te  l i a b i l i t y  
coverage t o  guarantee t h e  a b i b i t y  t o  accomplish 
same. Each employee s h a l l  be covered by a f i d e l i t y  
bond of not l e s s  t han  One Phousand D o l l a r s  ($ lOOO.QO) 

( 1 2 )  Reports - During t h e  t e r m  of o p e r a t i o n ,  wrecker  
se rv ice  operators s h a l l  fu rn i sh  such r e p o r t s ,  
both o r a l  and wr i t t en ,  a s  may be r e q u i r e d  by the 
Pol ice  Department. 

. . ,.. 

(13) Permits - Each ind iv idua l  ope ra to r  or employee 
s h a l l  be approved by t h e  Pol ice  Department and 
s h a l l  be of good moral  charac te r  and  q u a l i f i e d  
t o  perform the  s e r v i c e  required. 

(14) Expcasience - Continui ty  of Operat ion - Wxeckex 
Service operators s h a l l  show ev idence  o f  exper- 
ience,  a b i l i t y  and cont inu i ty  of o p e r a t i o n  to . , 
t h e  end t h a t  they s h a l l  be a b l e  to p r o v i d e  -i e f f i c i e n t  and uninterrupted service. . . 

(15) Conduct of Personnel - While the authozize-3 
Wrecker Service is  a p r iva t e  enterprise, such  
se rv ice  is  i n  t h e  na tu re  of a p u b l i c  funckion 
and a l l  personnel so engaged shall conduct 
thmse lves  i n  a d i g n i f i e d  and respecCable manner 
and s h a l l  be courteous t o  the public and s h a l l  
fol low d i rec t ions  of the  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f h c e r  
on duty. 

(16) Wrecker Service Operators - To be e l i u i b l e  fo r  m.4 -~ ~ 

authorization,  ope ra t a r s  must a t  a11 t i m e  
current  i n  their obl iga t ions  to t h e  City, 
including payment of a d  valorem and o t h e r  



D. Disc re t ion  of Po l i ce  Department: Due to t h e  emergency n a t u r e  .,... . -+k . 4 
of wrecker service, c e r t a i n  mat te rs  a r e  de termined t o  n e c e s s a r i l y  
be within t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of the  Pol ice  Department. I p:. ,: 

(1) Location of vehic le  i n  a d i s t r i c t  - t h e  d i s t r i c t s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a re  f o r  t h e  convenience of t h e  City 
and t o  prevent dup l i ca t ion  of  e f f o r t .  When 
wrecker se rv ice  is needed, t h e  P o l i c e  Department 
s h a l l  determine i n  which d i s t r i c t  t h e  v e h i c l e  is 
l o c a t e d  and n o t i f y  the  a p p l i c a b l e  o p e r a t o r .  I n  
s i t u a t i o n s  where it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e d n e  
t h e  app l i cab le  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  by the 
P o l i c e  Department s h a l l  c o n t r o l .  

( 2 )  Response t i m e  - t h e  Po l i ce  Department sha l l  have  
d i s c r e t i o n  t o  determine a reasonable response  
t i m e  based upon t h e  circumstances such  as t r a f f i c  
congest ion ox o the r  f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a p a r t i c -  
u l a r  s i tua t . ion  t h a t  may a f f e c t  t h e  public s a f e t y ;  
and, upon f a i l u r e  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  o p e r a t o r  
c a l l e d  t o  so respond, t h e  Department may cal l  
ano the r  operator .  A response t i m e  of t h i r t y  130) 
minutes  may be  used a s  a gu ide  £ o r  r easonab leness ,  
b u t  may vary depending upon c i rcumstances ,  

SECTION 3. That sub jec t  t o  compliance w i t h  t h e  r e g u i r e -  
ments he re in ,  t h e  following wrecker s e r v i c e  o p e r a t o r s  are hereby 
designated a s  Authorized Wrecker Service Opera to r s  and  a u t h o r i z e d  
t o  respond t o  P o l i c e  Wrecker C a l l s  i n  t h e i r  D i s t r i c t s  as follows: 

A. South Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - Wayne W i l l i a m s  d /b/a  W i l l i a m s  P a i n t  
and Body Shop, from February 1, 1977, through D e c e m b e r  31, 1977. 

B. North Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - Skip Wisdom from February 1, 1977 
through December 31, 1977. 

SECTION 4. No person o ther  t h a n  a n  aukhar i zed  wrecker  
service o p e r a t o r  and h i s  agents .  s e rvan t s  and employees shall  
respond t o  a P o l i c e  Wrecker c a l l ,  provided, however, t h a t  i n  
case of an emergency the  Pol ice  Department or othes agency of 
the  City may a u t h o r i z e  o t h e r s  t o  render s p e c i f i c  services i n  
connection w i t h  a s p e c i f i c  emergency. Such a u t h o r i z a t i o n  s h a l l  
not extend t o  o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s  ox t i m e s .  

. . . . . . .  . .  . . . . .  ....... 
Upon no t i ce  by  t h e  Po l i ce  Department an a u t h o r i z e d  Wrecker Sexvice  
Operator f o r  one d i s t r i c t  may, and s h a l l ,  if so o r d e r e d ,  go in to  a 
d i s t r i c t  o t h e r  than  t h a t  i n  which he is  a u t h o r i z e d ,  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  

~ ~~ 

s h a l l  conf ine  h i s  ope ra t ions  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a s s igned .  



v.:., 

,, . .  p . 
,.~ ....... SECTION 5. Fa i lu re  t o  comply with t h e  requirements ,.. . I:. 

herein by any authorized wrecker se rv ice  opera tor  s h a l l  p cons t i tu te  grounds fo r  revocation of au tho r i za t ion  and may be 
w . i ; d B t ~ b -  h. any future application.  . . . .  

SECTION 6. Should any word, phrase, sen tence ,  para- 
graph o r  sec t ion  of t h i s  ordinance be held t o  be i n v a l i d  ox 
unconsti tut iona3,  the remaining provisions of this Ordinance I?, 
s h a l l  remain i n  f u l l  fo rce  and e f f ec t .  

SECTION 7. Any person, f im or corporat ion v i o l a t i n g  . 
any of t h e w s  of t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  b e  deemed. t o  be 
gu i l t y  of a misdemeanor and upon conviction i n  t h e  Municipal. 
Court s h a l l  be subject  to a f i ne  not t o  exceed Two Hundred 
Dollars ($200.00) fo r  each offense. 

SECTION 8. The f ac t  t h a t  t h e  Code of t h e  C i t y  of 
Mesquite, Texas, is inadequate t o  a f ford  Wrecker Se rv i ce  f o r  t h e  
necessary pro tec t ion  of t h e  inhabitants of t he  C i t y  c o n s t i t u t e s  
an urgency and an emergency for the preserva t ion  of the public: 
health,  s a f e ty  and welfare of i t s  c i t i z e n s  and xequi res  t h a t  this 
ordinance s h a l l  take e f f e c t  immediately from and a f t e r  i t s  passage 
and the publ icat ion of the caption of sa id  Ordinance, as t h e  law 
i n  such cases provides. 

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by the  Ci ty  Council o f  t h e  
City of Mesquite, Texas, on t h i s  the 7 t h  day of February,  A.D., 
1977. 

. . . . .  

Mayor P r o  Tem 

ATTEST : APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

. . . . .  

~ll .and ~ r c h e r  
C i t y  Attorney 

. 
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