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A N  ORDINANCE O F  THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, 
AMENDING CHAPTER FOUR, SECTION 4-30 OF THE -- - - 

CODE OF THE CXTY OF MESQUITE BY PROVIDING 
FOR THE EARLY DISPOSITION OF INJURED ANIMALS 
UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS ; ESTABLISHING PRO-. 
CEDURES THEREFOR; BY PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE C I T Y  COUNCIL 
OF THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. That Sect ion 4-30 of Chapter I V  o f  t h e  
Code o f  t h e  C i ty  of  Mesquite i s  amended t o  read as follows, i n  
a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  t o  remain i n  f u l l  force  and e f f e c t :  

I t  s h a l l  be  t h e  duty of the public healtrh o f f i c e r ,  
t h e  c h i e f  of pol ice ,  or a n y  po l ice  o r  health o f f i c e r  t o  cause 
to b e  taken  up o r  impounded a l l  animals of the dog kind i n  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  the  terms of  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  Any person owning any 
dog impounded under the  te rms of t h i s  a r t i c l e  s h a l l  be allowed 
to t a k e  s u c h  dog from t h e  place where impounded upon t h e  
fo l lowing  condi t ions:  

(I) Upon the  payment of an impound fee of t h e  sum of 
one dollar ($1.00) f o r  each day o r  f rac t iona l  p a r t  of a day s a i d  
dog h a s  been impounded, s a i d  f ee  to be paid to  t h e  City of 
Mesquite. 

(21 Sf t h e  owner thereof does not have a c e r t i f i c a t e  
showing t h a t  s a i d  dog h a s  heen vaccinated within t h e  calendar  
yea r ,  t h e  afob-esaid dog can be zedeemed by the owner only a f t e r  
t h e  dog h a s  been vaccinated by a l icensed ve ter inar ian  and c e r t i -  
f i c a t i o n  the reo f  furnished.  

( 3 )  That t h e  owner thereof m u s t  secure a l i cense  t a g  
f o r  such  dog as provided herein. 

If t h e  owner h a s  not redeemed such impounded dog wi th in  
t h r e e  (3) days  from i t s  capture  and impoundment t h e  dog may be  
given t o  a new owner o r  destroyed humanely. 

- - - Provided, however, t h a t  i n  special. ins tances  wherein a 
dog h a s  been in jured  t o  t h e  exten t  t h a t  a three (3)  day wai t ing 
pe r iod  would c o n s t i t u t e  c r u e l  treatment such waiting period 
would n o t  be appl icable .  



For the purposes of t h i s  a r t i c l e  such  in ju ry  s h a l l  be 
deemed t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a  s p e c i a l  i n s t a n c e  making t h e  three  day 
waiting per iod  inapp l i cab le  when it reasonably appears t h a t  the  
injury is terminal  o r  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l  physical  impair- 
ment and causes extreme pa in .  Examples of cond i t ions  ind ica t ing  
such s t a t e  a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l  blood loss, severed  sp ine ,  severance 
of a  s u b s t a n t i a l  po r t ion  of a  member o r  o t h e r  po r t ion  of t h e  body 
and other  conditions commonly known t o  r e s u l t  i n  death. 

Decisions on such cond i t ions  s h a l l  be made by t h e  person 
o r  persons designated by t h e  Chief Heal th  I n s p e c t o r  o r  h i s  designee 
and, when made i n  good f a i t h ,  s h a l l  be presumed co r rec t  and s h a l l  
no t  be sub jec t  t o  review, due to  khe emergency na tu re  of such 
detennination. It is f u r t h e r  e x p r e s s l y  provided  t h a t  any person 
allowing an animal t o  run a t  l a rge  does hereby consent to  t h e  pro- 
cedures e s t ab l i shed  h e r e i n  and does  thereby  au tho r i ze  the  C i ty  o f  
Mesquite t o  act accordingly.  

Notwithstanding t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  foregoing r e l a t e s  to  
dogs, t h e  same s h a l l  be a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  an imals  impounded 
suf fer ing  s i m i l a r  i n j u r i e s  t o  t h e  e n d  t h a t  unnecessary su f fe r ing  
be eliminated and t h a t  t h e  pub l i c  be spared s i g h t  of animals 
suffer ing from i n j u r y  upon t h e  p u b l i c  streets, parkways, and a l l e y s  
and other  p l aces  wi th in  t h e  City.  

SECTION 2. Should any word, ph rase ,  sentence,  paragraph 
o r  s e c t i o n o f r d i n a n c e  be h e l d  t o  be  i n v a l i d  o r  unconstitu- 
t iona l ,  t h e  remaining p rov i s ions  of t h i s  ord inance  shall. remain i 
f u l l  f a r ce  and e f f e c t .  

SECTION 3. The fact t h a t  no p r o v i s i o n s  e x i s t s  f o r  
eliminating t h e  s u f f e r i n g  o f  i n j u r e d  animals  impounded by t h e  C i t y  
c rea tes  an urgency and emergency f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  
public hea l th ,  s a f e t y  and we l fa re  a n d  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  ordinance 
s h a l l  t ake  e f f e c t  immediately from i ts  passage and publ ica t ion  a s  
t h e  law i n  such cases  provides .  

DULY PASSED by t h e  City Counci l  of t h e  Ci ty  of Mesguite, 
Texas, on t h e  20th day Of December , A - D . ,  1976. 

ATTEST : APPROVED A8 TO FORM: 

Elland Archer 
C i t y  Attorney 


