
AN ORDINANCE O F  THE C I T Y  O F  MESQUITE, TEXAS, 
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 3226 BY DESIGNATING 
THE AUTHORIZED WRECKER OPERATORS FOR THE 

- :rc.>y 
. ',+ 

- I C I T Y ;  BY L I M I T I N G  CERTAIN MAXIMUM CHARGES 
...-,. .. . . .  FOR STORAGE SERVICE; BY MAKING CERTAIN 
. y j , ,  CHANGES TN THE MINIEIUM STANDARDS OF AU- 
i 9 . * 

THORIZED WRECKER S E R V I C E S  ; BY PROHIBITING 
. . THE TOWING OF A VEHICLE INVOLVED I N  AN 

, 
, ., 

ACCIDENT BY OTHER THAN A N  AUTHORIZED 
WRECKER SERVLCE OPERATOR; BY PROVIDING A 

. . . :  , ... .:. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; BY PROVIDING A PEN- 
".&-, 

'-, ,., - . . ' 
. . . . . .  . ALTY NOT T O  EXCEED TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS -&4 ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  AND DECLARING AN EMl%RGENCY. . . 

. . ~a > . 3  L ...., ,**. 

WHEREAS, the  C i t y  C o u n c i l  h a s  found it necessary t o  
the health, w e l f a r e  and pub l i c  s a f e t y  of the  inhabi tants  of  

.- 
&:: the c i t y  t o  obtain dependable and adeguate w r e c k e r  service 

for the C i t y  a t  c o m p e t i t i v e  r a t e s ;  a n d  . - . .  , ;. 
~.+., - .... . WHEREAS, it is necessaxy t h a t  those engaged i n  pro- 
."-l.C. 
I . / +.. viding wrecker s e rv i ce  m e e t  certain m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s ;  a n d  

. , .. .?, 
1 I 

/ 
WHEREAS, i n  order t o  o b t a i n  p r o m p t  service and avoid 

confusion, it is  necessary to  es tab l i sh  d is t r ic ts  and t o  require 
-6.-  ,,... . . t h a t  a wrecker service operator m a i n t a i n  an o f f i c e  and  service ., ,+! 

T:c.~ i n  the d is t r ic t  to be serviced; 
2;;'' 

e ' .  
.<? ': 
,+it< NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL O F  
Y"t"l ...... 
_*i/* 

TI-LE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 
.&'*.: ;: ..* ., .... 
.,~ .*..A .... 
,.., :.. S E C T I O N  1. T h a t  O r d i n a n c e  No. 1 2 2 6 ,  d u l y  p a s s e d  b y  
..:.. , t he  C i t y  C o u n c i l  of the  C i t y  oof M e s q u i t e  is h e r e b y  a m e n d e d  t o  ---...... .- .. 

r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s .  

SECTION 2. T h e r e  is hereby establ ished a procedure f o r  
obtaining w r e c k e r  service i n  the  C i t y  of Mesquite as follows: 



. . . . . .  

A .  D i s t r g c t s :  For t he  purpose o f  t h i s  ordinance t h e  City of - .,-~ . . . .  
>.??.U>. . . . . . . . .  

Mesquite is divided i n t o  two d i s t r i c t s  designated a s  follows: 

(1) North Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - That area  o f  t h e  
Ci ty  North of a l i n e  beginning a t  t he  West 
c i t y  l i m i t s  and t h e  South right-of-way of 
Highway 80 and extending along the  r i gh t -  
of-way of s a i d  Highway 80 t o  the  East  c i t y  
l i m i t s ,  including t h a t  por t ion of any in- 
t e r sec t ing  s t r e e t s  w i th in  such area is 
designated the  North Mesquite D i s t r i c t .  

(2) South Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - That area South 
of the s a id  South right-of-way l i n e  of 
Highway 80 a s  it extends from the  West 
c i t y  l i m i t s  t o  the Eas t  c i t y  l i m i t s  is 

.-. 
designated South Mesquite D i s t r i c t .  

. ~ l 
*i .- B. Rates: Wrecker Service ope ra to r s  authori.zed by the  City t o  .j respond t o  Police Wrecker c a l l s  s h a l l  be  authorized t o  charge 

the  following ra tes  f o r  t he  towing and storage of motor vehicles. 
., ?. Any charge not  herein l i s t e d  s h a l l  be a reasonable charge con- 
rr s ider ing  t h e  time. e f f o r t  and.equipment included. Provided, 

-- however, t h a t  any f ee  i n  excess of $5.00 per day f o r  storage 
... s h a l l  b e  deemed excessive and is prohibited.  

V.3.Y 
6l.C : 1 

Standard Pick u p  & Tow j,i .-;: : 
Accident Pick up & Tow 20.00 

I - j  
.t 7, 

*. Additional  Services 
, .\ .,:; Each addi t ional  hook-up 2.50 .. *l.l Use Dolleys 17.50 Gd 
', ... ; 

Heavy Duty Wrecker Serv ice  25.00 

S torage  Fee: , .  
Outside 

. . .  In s ide  2.50 (per day) 

(1) Heavy Duty Wrecker Service  s h a l l  be  where the  
eervice performed r e q u i r e s  a vehicle r a t ed  a t  
a minimum of 1% tons  and equipped wi th  a winch 

, r a t ed  a t  a minimum of  1 2  tons.  *.*I 



... 

. . . . . . .  ORDINANCE/PAGE 3 . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ;.. ~...j* 
.?- 

(2) Heavy Duty Wrecker s e rv i ce  f e e  s h a l l  be $25.00 
p e r  hour  o r  any po r t ion  thereof ,  and a minimum 

,, ,, , ... 
cha rge  of one hour s h a l l  be made. . 

(3) S t o r a g e  f ee  s h a l l  mean the r a t e  charged f o r  
s t o r i n g  any veh ic l e  n o t  using more space than  
a passenger  veh ic l e  o r  l i g h t  t ruck would use .  

(4) S t o r a g e  charges s h a l l  begin a t  1 2 : O O  (Midnight) 
a f t e r  such pick up, and no s torage charges s h a l l  
b e  imposed on t h e  d a t e  of pick up. After t h e  

.&. day of  pick up,. any po r t ion  of  a day s h a l l  be 
, .. , ., . -:. .,.~ cons idered  a chargeable  day. 
. . ....... 

(5) Other  s to rage  r a t e s  - The wrecker service 
o p e r a t o r  w i l l  be guided by Section B hereof 
f o r  o t h e r  s torage  r a t e s .  

The C i ty  s h a l l  i n  no event  be responsible  f o r  towing o r  s to rage  
charges  01: r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  performed pursuant t o  t h i s  ordinance. 

The l i e n  a r i s i n g  from towing and s torage  charges under t h i s  ordi-  
nance s h a l l  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  the  vehic le  and ac tua l  attachments and 
acces so r i e s  and s h a l l  no t  a t t a c h  t o  personal e f fec t s  i n  t h e  ve- 

C .  Minimum Requirements: Wrecker Service Operators s h a l l  
meet t h e  fo l lowing  minimum requirements, together w i th  
such o t h e r  requirements  a s  may be necessary t o  t h e  end 
t h a t  prompt e f f i c i e n t  s e r v i c e  may be rendered: 

(1) Minimum Outside Storage - A minimum outs ide s to rage  
a r e a  of not  l e s s  t han  16,500 square feet  des ignea  
t o  accommodate not l e s s  than eighty-five automobiles. 

(2) Fencing - A per imeter  fence of a t  l e a s t  s ix  (6) f e e t  
i n  h e i g h t  providing s o l i d  screening plus t h r e e  (3) 
s t r a n d s  of s a f e t y  (barbed) wi re  above the s o l i d  
s c reen ing  por t ion  o f  chain-link o r  be t t e r  s h a l l  

... b e  r equ i r ed .  

( 3 )  S t o r a g e  Parking Area Surface - The storage parking 
. . . .  a r e a  s h a l l  be  paved sur face .  ....- * ,  

(4) customer Paxking - A t  l e a s t  f i v e  (5) customer park- 
ing spaces  s h a l l  b e  provided. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  - ...... -- - - 

" . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .... *-, -".,- ,..-.-. 
. . .  

. . .  . . . . - . ~ . , ~ ~  .-, . . 
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5). Securi ty  Storage - Space for  n o t  l e s s  than four  ;.-.:.;: 
(4) vehicles  s h a l l  be provided i n s i d e  a bui lding 

wi th  su i t ab le  s e c u r i t y  f o r  Po l i ce  s to rage .  

(6) Location of  O f f i c e  and Storage A r e a  - The s torage 
area and o f f i c e  s h a l l  be  contiguous, and s h a l l  be 
open during r e g u l a r  bus iness  hours .  

(7) Securi ty  - Each s t o r a g e  area s h a l l  be  l i g h t e d  by 
not  l e s s  than two (2)  mercury vapor l i g h t s  and 
s h a l l  be guarded by a watchman o r  a t r a i n e d  se- 

. c u r i t y  dog, and shal l .  b e  guarded 24 hour s  pe r  
;,.* 

day, 7 days p e r  week. 
..,.. 

(8) F a c i l i t i e s  - Must be phys ica l ly  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
Ci ty  of Mesquite and i n  the  D i s t r i c t  to  be served 
except where r e q u i r e d  t o  serve i n  another  d i s t r i c t  :,.I during an emergency. 

..: '* .... ,~.. 
::;, (9) Service - Each f a c i l i t y  must provide  twenty-four 
V. (24) hour s e r v i c e  and be  equipped w i t h  not  l e s s  
.>..., than two te lephones i n  t h e  o f f i c e - s t o r a g e  area.  
..'.. 

After  regular  b u s i n e s s  hours t h e  wrecker operator 
., s h a l l  furnish one (1) telephone number. It s h a l l  

be  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the  au tho r i zed  wrecker 
? opera tor  t o  r e c e i v e  h i s  c a l l s  e i t h e r  a t  t h i s  num- 

b e r  or over t h e  p o l i c e  radio.  
a 

(10) Equipment - E a c h  f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  p rovide  not  l e s s  
than two (2) wrecker u n i t s  w i th  o p e r a t o r s .  A t  
l e a s t  one u n i t  s h a l l  b e  equipped w i t h  approved 
two-way rad io  which w i l l  opera te  on frequencies  
designated by t h e  P o l i c e  Department, and approved 

+ emergency l i g h t i n g .  Each u n i t  s h a l l  c a r r y  a push 
broom and a f t e r  each acc ident  a t  which a pick up 

? .- is  made t h e  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  thoroughly sweep g l a s s  
and d e b r i s  and remove from t h e  s t r e e t .  Each oper- 
a t o r  s h a l l  keep a r e c e i p t  book approved by t h e  

M - s g u i t e  Po l i ce  Department. . . . . . . .  

(11) L i a b i l i t y  and F i d e l i t y  - Wrecker s e r v i c e  operators  
s h a l l  hold the C i t y  harmless from t h e  l i a b i l i t y  
any a c t  o r  omission of such operato.:  o r  any empl 
e e s  and s h a l l  p rov ide  adequate l i a b i l i t y  coverag 



k.. ; 
guarantee t h e  a b i l i t y  to accomplish same. Each 
employee s h a l l  be  covered by a f i d e l i t y  bond of 
not l e s s  than One Thousand Dollars  ($1,000.00). . . 

(12) Reports - During the term of operation, wrecker 
s e rv i ce  opera tors  s h a l l  f u rn i sh  such reports,  
both o r a l  and wri t ten ,  a s  may be required by 
the  Pol ice  Department. 

(13) Permits - Each individual  >perator  or  employee 
s h a l l  be approved by the  Po l ice  Department and 
s h a l l  be of good moral charac te r  and qual i f ied  
t o  perform t h e  se rv ice  required.  

(14) Experience - Continuity of  Operation - Wrecker 
Service  opera tors  s h a l l  show evidence of ex- 
perience,  a b i l i t y  and con t inu i ty  of operation 
t o  t h e  end t h a t  they s h a l l  be able  t o  provide 
e f f i c i e n t  and uninterrupted se rv ice .  

(15) conduct of Personnel - While t h e  authorized 
Wrecker Service i s , a  p r i v a t e  enterpr ise ,  such 
se rv i ce  is i n  the  nature of  a publ ic  function 
and a l l  personnel so engaged s h a l l  conduct 
themselves i n  a d ignif ied  and respectable 
manner and s h a l l  be courteous t o  the  public 
and s h a l l  fol low d i r ec t i ons  o f  thc investi- 
gat ing o f f i c e r  on  duty. 

(16) Wrecker Set-vice Operators - To be e l i g ib l e  for  
author izat ion,  operators  must a t  a l l  times be 
cur ren t  i n  t h e i r  ob l iga t ions  t o  the  City, in-  
cluding payment of ad valorem and other taxes. 

D. Discretion of  Police Department: Due t o  the  emergency nature 
... -. . . of-.wrecker s . e v i c e .  c e r t a i n  matters a r e  .determined t o  necessari ly 

be wi th in  the d i s c r e t i o n  of the  Pol ice  Department. 

T1 ! 
' '  'I . . (1) Location of veh ic le  i n  a d i s t r i c t  - The d i s t r i c t s  

$7 establ ished a r e  fo r  the  convenience of the c i t y  
a- 

. and t o  prevent  dupl icat ion of e f f o r t .  lYllcn wrecker 
se rv ice  is  needed, the Pol ice  Department sha l l  
determine i n  which d i s . t r i c t  the.. ~~M~k. . .b . .&,g&ed.  .: -,, 

. . 

WC**i.*,:;w...r ,<.,,<. . " .X~ . . .  . .  ....... ". 

.... ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - 9 "A"&+.. .,-~ _ m=ss!+*- ..,"..W'--c-^..-rr.^ --..- .- a- f' 



and n o t i f y  t h e  appl icable  operator .  In s i t u a t i o n s  
where it is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine t he  appl icable  
d i s t r i c t  the determination by t he  P o l i c e  Department 
s h a l l  con t ro l .  

(2)  Response t i m e  - The Pol ice  Department s h a l l  have 
d i s c r e t i o n  t o  determine a reasonable response t i m e  
based upon t h e  circumstances such a s  t r a f f i c  con- 
ges t ion  o r  o the r  f a c t o r s  involved i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  may a f f e c t  the  publ ic  s a f e t y :  and, 
upon f a i l u r e  on t h e  p a r t  of t he  ope ra to r  ca l l ed  
t o  so respond, t h e  Department may c a l l  another 
opera tor .  A response time of t h i r t y  (30) minutes 
may b e  used a s  a guide fo r  reasonableness, bu t  may 
vary depending upon circumstances. 

SECTION 3 .  That sub j ec t  t o  compliance w i t h  the  xequire- 
ments herein, t h e  following wrecker s e rv i ce  o p e r a t o r s  a r e  hereby 
designated a s  Authorized Wrecker Service Operators ancl authorized 
to respond t o  Po l ice  Wrecker Ca l l s  i n  t h e i r  D i s t r i c t s  a s  follows: 

A .  South Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - .Wayne Williams d/b/a Williams 
Paint  and Body Shop, from January 1, 1976 through December 
31, 1976. 

, .. 
I 

C.C. 8 .  North Mesquite D i s t r i c t  - Skip Wisdom, from January 1, 1976 ? 2 ./ 
j through December 31, 1976. i 

"1 i 
. . , I  . . SECTION 4.  
. , 

No person o ther  than an au thor ized  Wrecker ,i 

' 1  Service Operator and h i s  agents,  servants and employees s h a l l  
- 

I respond t o  a Po l ice  Wrecker c a l l ,  provided, however. t h a t  i n  
. .~ 

-..+., case of  an emergency the  PoLice Department o r  o t h e r  agency of 
~, , 
. . i the  City may au thor ize  o t h e r s  t o  sender s p e c i f i c  s e r v i c e s  i n  

connection with a s p e c i f i c  emergency. Such au tho r i za t i on  s h a l l  
.-.. 1 not extend to o the r  s i t u a t i o n s  o r  times. 

"-. upon not ice  by t h e  Pol ice  Department an authorized Wrecker 
Service operator  £or one d i s t r i c t  may, and s h a l l ,  if so ordered, ........ . . . . . . . . . .  

,* go i n t o  a d i s t r i c t  o ther  than that: i n  which he is aut-.horiz&, 

-. but  otherwise s h a l l  confine h i s  operat ions to  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
. . assigned. 
.$. 
.? 

1 . 1  

.: ' I  
7,  "1 

.... ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  y ... .... ~. -. ------- 
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.. C ...... .-. . . . .  ..y'.:-;.e.:.*.?*v . . .  . . . . . . . .  . ,. SECTION 5. F a i l u r e  t o  comply with the requirements  

he re in  b y  any au tho r i zed  wrecker  s e r v i c e  operator s h a l l  con- 
s t i t u t e  grounds f o r  r evoca t ion  of authorizat ion and may be  
considered i n  any  f u t u r e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

SECTION 6. Should any word, phrase, sentence,  para-  
graph o r  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  ord inance  be  he ld  to be i n v a l i d  o r  
unco .?s t i tu t iona l ,  t h e  remaining provis ions  of t h i s  Ordinance 
s h a l l  remain i n  full force and e f f e c t .  

SECTION 7.  Any person,  f i r m  or corporation v i o l a t i n g  
any of  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of this Ordinance s h a l l  be deemed to  be 
g u i l t y  of a  misdemeanor and upon convict ion in the  Municipal 
Court s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  a f i n e  n o t  t o  exceed Two Hundred 
Dol la rs  ($200 .GO) f o r  each  offense. 

i ' 
. , .  . . i SECTION 8. The f a c t  t h a t  the Code of the C i t y  o f  

Mesquite, Texas, is inadequate  t o  a f f o r d  Wrecker Se rv ice  f o r  
the  necessa ry  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  the inhab i t an t s  of the  C i t y  con- 
s t i t u t e s  an urgency  and a n  emergency fcr the  preservat ion of 
t h e  public h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  and wel fare  o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s  and 

.. - 
,.. 

' 3 !-.. 
r egu i r e s  t h a t  th is  Ordinance s h a l l  t a k e  e f f ec t  immediately 

i.y from and a f t e r  i t s  passage and t h e  p~biblication of  t h e  cap t ion  
of s a i d  o rd inance ,  a s  t h e  law i n  such cases  provides. 

d?f 1 :c I 
., . , DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by t h e  City Council of the . s.~.*l 
psi .-. , 

City  of Mesquite,  Texas, on t h i s  t h e  1 5 t h  day of December, A . D . ,  

,. . 

..... rn )...,. .. 
.., . ., Mayor 
27 ""' ...... 

ATTEST : APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Elland Archer 
City Attorney 

........ 

.... ............. . . . . .  ..----* 

. . . - . . .  *."- 
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