ORDINANCE NO. 1261

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE,
TEXAS, CALLING FOR AN ELECTION TO BE
HELD ON OCTOBER 18, 1975, FOR THE
PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING PROPOSED
CHARTER AMENDMENTS, SAID DATE BEING
THE DATE OF & SPECIAL ELECTION THERE—
FOR:; FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO
THE QUALIFIED VOTERS CERTAIN AMENDMENTS
TO THE HOME RULE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF
MESQUITE, DESIGNATING THE POLLING PLACES
AND HOURS OF VOTING, PROVIDING THAT THE
REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTION JUDGES SHALL
SUPERVISE SAID ELECTION, AND MAKING
THIS ORDINANCE NOTICE OF SAID ELECTLON.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
MESQUITE, TEXAS:

' SECTION 1. That in accordance with the provisions of
Article 1170 of Vernon's Revised Civil Statutes of the State of
Texas proposed Home Rule Charter amendments shall be submitted
to the voters of the City of Mesquite at the special municipal
election to be held in the City of Mesquite, Texas, on the 18th
day of October, 1975, for the purpose of submitting to the qual-
ified voters of the City proposed amendments to the Home Rule
Charter of the City of Mesguite, Texas. : e

SECTION 2. The said proposed amendments to the Home
Rule Charter to be submitted to the qualified voters are as
follows: '
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Amendment No. 1

That Section 2(a} of aArticle IT of the Charter shall
be amended so as to hereafter provide as follows:

"(a) The city council shall have power, by ordi-
nance, to fix the boundary limits of the city of
Mesquite and to prowvide for the alteration and the
extension of said boundary limits and the annexation
of additional territory lying adjacent to the city,
with or without the consent of the inhabitants of
the territory annexed. Upon the annexation of any
additional territory, however, the City of Mesquite
must, within a reasonable time after such annexation,
wherever reasonable and practicable make available
sewer and water lines in designated streets and
alleys of such territory so annexed. Before an ordi-
nance for annexation shall be considered the city
council shall conduct a public learing at which all
interested parties may be heard at a time hot more
than twenty (20) nor less than ten (L0) days priox
to consideration of such ordinance. Notice of such
public hearing shall be given as provided by State 4]
law, Article 970a, Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes; '
and upon final passage of any such ordinance in the
original or amended form, the boundary limits of the
city shall thereafter be as fixed in such orxdinance;
and when any additional territory has been so annexed,
game shall be a part of the ¢ity of Mesguite and the
property situated therein shall bear its prorata part
of the taxes levied by the c¢ity and thereafter the
inhabitants thereof shall be entitled to all the
rights and privileges of all c¢itizens, and shall be
bound by the acts, orxdinances, resolutions and regu-
lations of the city."”

Amendment No. IT ) A

That Section 3 of Article IV of the Charter shall be
amended so as to hereafter provide as follows:

"No person shall be a candidate for the office of
mayor or councilman unless he is a qualified voteyx of
the City of Mesquite as of the time of filing of pe-
tition, and shall not serve as Mayor or Councilman
unless he or she is a qualified voter of the City of
Mesquite at the time of his or her election; and shall
not be in arrears in the payment of any taxes or other
liabilities due the city. The names of candidates
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amended so as to hereafter provide as follows:
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for city councilmen and for mayor shall be placed on
the official ballot upon the sworn application 6f the
candidate £iled with the city secretary not later
than 5:00 P.M, of the last business day at least
thirty days before an election, stating the office
for which he is a candidate, and if for councilman,
the place for which he is running, and stating that
the candidate has resided in the Ccity of Mesquite
for at least one year next prior to the election

and paying a filing fee of ten dollars, and there—
upon the names of such candidates shall be printed
upon the official ballot. The order in which the
names of the candidates for each place shall appear
on the ballot shall be determined by lot, in a
drawing held under the supervision of the city
secretary."

Amendment No, IIT

That Section 4a of Article IV of the Charter shall be

amended s0 as to hexreafter provide as follows:

“Phe city shall, by ordinance, be divided ints
four districts known as District 1, District 2,
District 3 and District 4. Commencing with the
vear 1976 and each 3rd vear thereafter and at least
120 days prior to the General Municipal Election,
the governing body shall review and where necessary
and permissible, alter or change the boundaries of
the existing Council Distywicts for the purpose OF
preserving and maintaihing the equal apportionment
of inhabitants in each such district.”

Amendment No. IV

That Section 4c¢ of Axticle IV of the Charter shall be
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"Any person, having the qualifications required by
this charter, may be nominated for the council by petition
of at least L£ifty (50) and not more than seventy-five {75)
qualified voters, who shall be designated as his sponsors.
Vo voter shall sign more than one such petition for the
same office or place, and should a voter do so, his signa-
ture shall be void except as to the petition first filed.
With each signature shall be stated the place of residence
of the signer, giving the street and number or other de-—
scription sufficient to identify it and voter registration
certificate number. Voters signing a petition for nomina-
tion shall be registered and eligible to vote in the City
of Mesquite at the time of the signing of the petition and
at the time of the filing of said petition. Nominating
petitions shall be signed and filed not earlier than ninety
(90} days nor later than 5:00 P.M. on the last business day
thirty (30) days before the election with the city secretary,

M Nominations shall be accepted in writing by the nominees, and
e shall be acknowledged by such nominee before the city secre-
Rl tary or other person anthorized to administer oaths under the
s law of the State of Texas. The petition shall be in substan-—

tially the following form:

;1 We, the undersigned voters of the City of Mesquite,

¥ hereby nominate and sponsor s Whose

o residence is » for the office of

i , Place » to be voted for

; at the election to be held on the day of

- , 19 ; and we individually certify that I
. we are gualified to vote for a candidate for the council and e
{ that during the current election we have not signed any other  ?

7] nominating petition for that office. :

Address from which Date of
Name Street and No. last registered signing
{if different)

(SPACES FOR SIGNATURES AND REQUIRED DATA)

Acceptance of Nomination

I do hereby declare that I accept the nomination for
the council and agree to serve if elected. I am __ years o

age, a qualified voter of the City of Mesqguite, a rasident of the
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v United States, and have been a resident of the City of Mesquite”
or an area now within the corporate limits of the city for at

least one year, I am not in arrears in the payment of any

taxes or other liability due the c¢ity. At the present time X
reside at Street in the City of Mesquite.

- T————
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Signature of candidakte
Date and hour of f£iling
Received by
(Signature of city secretary)

THE STATE OF TEXAS )
COUNTY OF DALLAS )

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this day per-—
sonally appeared » known to me to be the
person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument and
who acknowledged to me that the same was subscribed as his free
act and deed for the purposes and consideration therein expressed.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AWD SEAL OF OFFICE this
day of . 19 .

Amendment No. V

That the Charter shall be amended by adding a new
section to be known as Section 9b of Article IV, which Section
9bh of Article I1v shall provide as follows:

"Section 9b. Terms of mayor and council members

"Beginning with the Mesquite Municipal Election
to be held on aApril 3, 1976, the terms of office of
the mayor and council members elected on that date :
and thereafter shall be for a period of three years e
and shall servea until their successors have qualified.”

Amendment No. VI

That Section 1l of Article IV of the Charter shall
be amended so as to hereafter provide as follows:
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"The mayor pro tem shall be selected from among
the members of the council and shall perform all
duties of the mayor in his absence or disability.
The mayor pro tem shall serve for a term of one
{1} year."

Amendment No. VIE:

"The mayor and c¢ouncil members shall receive a
salary to be fixed by the city council but which
shall not exceed the sum ofs

$200.00 per month for wayor.
$100.00 per month for each council menber.,"

Amendment No., VIIT

_ That Section 34 of Article IV of the Charter shall
J, be amended so as to hereafter provide as follows:
v

"No officer or employee of the ¢ity shall have
a financial interest, direct or indirect, in any
contract with the c¢ity, or be financially interested,
directly or indirectly, in any contract with the c¢ity,
or be financially interested, directly or J.nd:.rectly,
in the sale to the city of any land, materials,
supplies, ox services, or to a contractor supplying
the city, except on behalf of the city as an officer
: or employee, Any willful violation of this section
i shall constitute malfeasance in office, and any
: officer or employee guilty thereof shall thereby
forfeit his office or position. 2aAny violation of
this section, with the knowleddge, expressed or im-
plied, of the person or corporation contracting
with the governing body of the city shall render
the contract involved voidable by the city manager
or governing body.

Provided, however, that city employees, excluding
the city manager, the city secretary anc the city pur- ;
chasing agent, may purchase unclaimed andé surplus items
sold at city auction where the sale is advertised by

publication as provided by law and the sale is hy open
competitive bidding.
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HNo member of the city council shall be excused
from voting except on matters where his Financial
interests are involved."

Amendment No. I¥

That the Charter shall be amended by adding a new
section to be known as Section 8 of Article IX, which Section
3 8 of Article IX shall provide as follows: :

"Section 8. Independence of City Boards and
Commissions .,

"All appointed boards and commissions of the City
of Mesquite shall exercise their powers and duties as
may be prescribed by this Charter, City Ordinance or
State Statutes without interference by the City
Council or individual members thereof, or the City
Manager or other employees of the City and shall be
independent bodies within the areas committed to
such board or commission. No member of the City

" Council or City staff shall attempt to influence

4 a menber of a City board or commigsion in a de-
¢ision committed to such board or commission other
than through the established procedures of such
board or commission for the presentation of issues

b and evidence before such board or commission."

Amendment No, X

That Section 8 of Article IX-A of the Charter shall
be amended so as to hearafter provide as follows:

"There is hereby created for the purpose of
hearing and deteymining charges made against any
officer or employee of the City in the classified
sexvice, a board to be known as the Trial Board

whose members shall be the menmbers of the Personnel
Board. The said board shall have final jurisdiction
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RIS TSR 6 hear and decide all appeals made to them

by any discharged, suspended or reduced
officer or employee in the classified serw
vice, and the judgment or decision of a
majority of said board shall be final.

Any aggrieved officer or employee, who
desires to avail himself of the right to
appeal to said board, must do so promptly
and within ten ()0) days from tha date of
his notification of dismissal or reduction.
He may be represented by counsel and shall
have the right to an open hearing and to

compel the attendance of such witnesstes as he

may require to testify in his behalf., The
appeal to said board shall not suspend the
execution of the order of dismissal or re-~
duction pending said hearing. The Trial
Board may either sustain ox reverse the
action of the ecity manager ox the head of
the department, as the casze may be, or
modify and amend the same as to them wmay
seem just and equitalsle under all the facts
and circumstances of the particular case, ®

g A T,

Charter shall be placed on the ballot in substantially the
following form:

¥ES NO

AMENOMENT NO, 1

Amendment teo Article LI, Section
2(a), conforming annexation pro-
cedures to State law.

LYES KO

AMENDMENT NO. XI

Amendment to Article IV, Section
3, prescribing gualifications for

SECTION 3., That the proposed amendments to the City
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candidates f£iling for election and
establishing the filing deadline
as 5:00 P,M, on the last business
day of the £iling period.

ES NO

——— -

AMENDMENT NO., IIT

Amendment to Article IV, Section 4a,
providing for review of City Council
Districts every three years.

YES NO

[t}

AMENDMENT NO. IV

Amendment to Article IV, Section 4c,

prescribing procedures for the nomi-

nation of candidates for City Council
and establishing the filing deadline

as 5:00 P.M. on the last business day
of the filing period.

YES NO

AMENDMENT NO. V

Amendment to Article IV, adding Section
%b, providing three yvear terms for Mayor
and Council members beginning with the
197¢ election.

YES NO

AMENDMENT NO. VI

amendment to Article IV, Section 11,

providing for a term of one year for
the Mayor Pro Tem.
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" AMENDMENT MO, VIT

amendment to Article IV, Section 12,
providing for a maximum salayy of
$200.00 per month for Mayor and
£100.00 per meonth for members of
the City Council. .

YES NO

x) AMENDMENT NO., VIII

amendment to Article IV, Section 34,

: allowing City employees other than

” the City Manager, City Secretary and

: purchasing Agent to bid at City auc-

tions where the sale is advertised

by publication as provided by law. s s et

YES NO

AMENDMENT NO. IX

Amendment to Chapter IX providing
for the independence of City Boards
and Commissions.

YE NO

s

AMENDMENT NO. X

Amendment to Axrticle IX=A, Section
8, providing that the menbers of
the Personnel Board shall serve e
as the Trial Board when an employee )
appeals an order discharging, sus-
pending or reducing the grade of
such employee,
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SECTION 4. That said election shall be held on
October 18, 1975, in said City in the several regular elec-
tion precinets of said City, at the several regular polling
places, and with the Presiding Judges and Alternate Presiding
Judges, as set forth in "Exhibit A", which is attached hereto ;
and made a part of this oxdinance for all purposes. ¥

SECTION 5. That each Presiding Judye shall appoint
not less than two qualified election clerks to serve and assist
in conducting said election; provided that in each instance
where the Presiding Judge actually serves as expected, the
Alternate Pregiding Judge shall be one of such clerks,

SECTION 6. That the City Secretary is hereby ordered
and directed to publish this ordinance in some newspaper of gen-
eral circulation, published in the City of Mesquite, Texas, on
the same day in each of two consecutive weeks. The date of the
first publication shall not be less than fourteen (14) days prior
to the date set for said election. That such publication shall
constitute the notice of said election as the law in such cases

provides.
SECTION 7. That the said charter election shall be
held in accordance with the Charter of the City of Mesguite and
the Election Code of the State of Texas,

SECTION 8, The fact that it is necessary that this
ordinance calling an election to consider amendments to the
Home Rule Charter of the City of Mesquite must be passed at
least thirxty (30) days prior to the election creates an urgency
and an emergency in the preservation of the public health, safety
and wel fare, and reguires that this ordinance shall take effect
immediately after its passage and publication of said ordinance,
as the law in such cases provides,

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the
City of Mesguite, Texas, on the 15th day of September, aA,D,, 1975.

Sdfﬁ@/ lgﬁihuaJ52~‘hh% P
" Bob Beard -
. Mayor
ATTEST: %; / (Z APPROVED AS TO FORM:
: Hoxma G. MoGaughy : Elland Archer
3 City Secretary : City Attorney
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"EXHIBIT A"

In City Election Precinct No. 1 (consisting of County
Election Precincts Nos. 268, 269, and 373), at the Mesquite
High School, 300 East bavis, with . .

Betty Riggs, Presiding Judge, and L ¥
Ralph Wadsworth, Alternate Presiding Judge.
In City Election Precinct No. 2 (consisting of County

Election Precinct No. 267), at the Galloway Elementary School,
2329 Candleberry, with ' -

Ww. W.'Carter Presiding Judge, and
Pexry Frank, ' Altexrnate Presiding Judge.
In City Election Precinct No. 3 (consisting of County

Election Precincdts Nos. 248 and 284), at the Wilkinson Middle
School, 2100 Crest Paxrk, with

Ieonard Burris, Presiding Judge, and
Maxtha Gibson, Alternate Presiding Judge.
In City Election Precinct No. 4 {consisting of County

Blection Precincts Nos. 247, 258, and 259), at the Tosch Ele-
mentary School, 2424 Larchmont, with to.

%f H. D. Sledge, Presiding Judge, and

o © B. R, Bassingex, Alternate Presiding Judge.

In City Election Precinct No. 5 (consisting of County
Election Precincts Nos. 234, 235, and 250}, at the Florence
Park Community Center, 2501 Whitson Way, with

[P N

John J. Patterson, Presiding jﬁdge, and
f;g,g — Anne Street, ___AAlternate Presiding Judge.
ﬁﬂ . Hours of woting: 7:00 A.M. until 7:00 P.M.
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