
ORDINANCE NO. 1 2 1 0  

AN ORDINANCE O F  THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, 
F I X I N G  WATER RATES, CUSTOMER METER DEPOSITS 
AND POLICY FOR B I L L I N G  AND COLLECTION; BY 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES I N  CONFLICT WITH THE 
PROVISIONS O F  T H I S  ORDINANCE; BY PROVIDING 
FOR A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; BY PROVIDING FOR 
A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO IWNDFSD DOLLARS 
( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  FOR EACR OFFENSE; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY I 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL O F  T H E  
C I T Y  O F  MESQUITE. TEXAS : 

SECTION 1. W a t e r  R a t e s  - T h a t  the  w a t e r  rates t o  be 
nrp* 
<,,a charged and collected by the C i t y  of  Mesquite, T e x a s .  from 

; :  3 all  c u s t o m e r s  ob ta in ing  service f r o m  said W a t e r w o r k s  S y s t e m  *..) ., .. :.;;: 
of said c i t y ,  shall be and are hereby f ixed  as se t  forth .... "?:..I b e l o w  : 

t-; j .~ . 

*;,. F i r s t  1 , 0 0 3  gal lons  ( m i n i m u m  m o n t h l y  c h a r g e )  $3 .OO 
N e x t  4,000 g a l l o n s  . . . . . . . . . . . .  - 9 1  per . 7 ..,< , > 

:,:.J 1,000 ga ls .  
N e x t  5 , 0 0 0  g a l l o n s  . . . . . . . . . . . .  -61 per . , 

.? 1,000 ga l s .  
.A,& 

O v e r  10,000 g a l l o n s  . . . . . . . . . . . .  

A p a r t m e n t  c o m p l e x e s  w i t h  m o r e  than one u n i t  are bi l led by 
d i v i d i n g  the t o t a l  n u m b e r  of ga l lons  c o n s u m e d  by the number of 
u n i t s  i n  the a p a r t m e n t  c o m p l e x  and c o m p u t i n g  the b i l l  as though 
each u n i t  was  a separate residence u s i n e h e  average number of - - - -. - - -- .... ... - . . . . . .  

SECTION 2 .  D e p o s i t s  £or-Servi- - T h a t  a deposit sha l l  he 
m a d e  at the t i m e  of making application fo r  w a t e r  service, t h e  .... 

+: m i n i m u m  a m o u n t  of w h i c h  s h a l l  be as f o l l o w s :  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  R e s i d e n t i a l  $ 1 5 . 0 0  
C o m m e r c i a l  . . . .  - . . . . . . . . . .  3 5 . 0 0  or 

three months e s t i m a t e d  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  b i l l  
... .. .... - --, - .- - -. -. -. - . . , -. . ,. -. 

w h i c h e v e r  i s  larger 

---. ...... ... 

.. 
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Commercial customers whose depos i t  i s  calculated to be 
TWO Hundred F i f t y  DoJ.l.ars ($250.001. o r  larger, may e l e c r  t o  
p l a c e  a S u r e t y  Bond wi th  t h e  Ci ty  i n  l i e u  of a cash  Bond: 
s a i d  s u r e t y  company must be authorized t o  do business  in t h e  
S t a t e  o f  Texas, County of Dallas.  

R e s i d e n t i a l  and commercial customers must provide iden t i -  
f i c a t i o n  of t h e  person in whose name the service is t o  be 
b i l l e d  by supplying a d r ive r s  l i c e n s e  number or o t h e r  i den t i -  
f i c a t i o n  showing proof of name. 

(a) Addi t iona l  Deposits - Resident ia l  - When and j.f it 
is found t h a t  t h e  deposi t  required,  and as c o l l e c t e d  
accord ing  to  t h e  above schedule, is not s u f f i c i e n t  
to  p r o t e c t  the  Ci ty  from losses ,  and it becomes 
necessa ry  to disconnect s e r v i c e  t o  any customer 
because o f  non-payment of h i s  water-uti l i ty b i l l ,  t h e  
C i t y  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  an addi t iona l  deposit of F ive  
D o l l a r s  ($5.001 up t o  a maximum deposit of F i f t y  
D o l l a r s  ($50.00), before  water service i s  reconnected. 
Non-payment of a customer's water charge occuxs when a 
two-month b i l l  is  not paid on t h e  due date s p e c i f i e d  
on t h e  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  b i l l  a s  defined in  Section 3 of 
th is  Ordinance. 

(b) Addi t iona l  Deposits - Commercial - When and i f  it is 
found t h a t  t h e  depos i t  required,  and as co l lec ted  
accord ing  t o  t h e  above schedule, is not s u f f i c i e n t  
to  p r o t e c t  t h e  Ci ty  from los ses ,  and it becomes 
necessa ry  t o  disconnect s e r v i c e  t o  any customer be- 
cause o f  non-payment of  h i s  water-ut i l i ty  b i l l ,  t h e  
C i t y  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  an add i t iona l  deposit of S w e n  
and 50/100's W l l a r s  ($7.50), up t o  a maximum d e p o s i t  
of Seventy Five Dollars ($75.00). before water s e r v i c e  

. . . . .  is reconnected. Non-payment of a customer's yat.es 
charge occurs  when a two-month b i l l  is not pa id  on t h e  
due d a t e  s p e c i f i e d  on t h e  water -u t i l i ty  b i l l  as defined 
i n  S e c t i o n  3 of  t h i s  Oxdinance. 

(c) D e f i c i e n t  Deposits - Commercial - When and i f  it is 
found t h a t  a commercial customer was connected f o r  
w a t e r - u t i l i t y  sesv ice  before  t h e  deposit requirement: 

b".. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  ..-..< - 
i .......... : . . . .  . .  ..:............ ... . -.I -..+-.-.,. '..,........ * .,..*-. -*" ,.%%. -.. .I.--. --. (U 
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2 :  
of two months es t imated  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  b i l l  was in  >+ e f fec t ,  and t h a t  co imerc i a l  customer i s  two monrhs 
pas t  due three  t imes i n  a one-year per iod ,  t h e  

7.  commercial customer s h a l l  be  r equ i r ed  t o  place 
..-.** ... addi t iona l  depos i t  o r  s u r e t y  bond g r e a t  enough t o  ...... .... 
.; 1 equal th ree  months e s t ima ted  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  b i l l .  

(d) -erRekurninq t o  t h e  City - R e s i d e n t i a l  o r  
Commercial - When and i f  a customer h a s  previously - 
l i ved  i n  Mesquite and had C i ty  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  se rv lces  
and appl ies  t o  have w a t e r - u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  again, the  
following condi t ions must b e  met be fo re  water  se rv ice  
w i l l  be connected: 

(1) I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  must b e  provided of t h e  
person i n  whose name t h e  s e r v i c e  is t o  . . . . . .  

be b i l l e d  by supply ing  a d r i v e r s  l i c e n s e  
number o r  o t h e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  showing 
proof of name. 

(2) A l l  unpaid b i l l s  on t h e  customer 's  pre- 
vious accounts must be paid.  

( 3 )  The amount of d e p o s i t  required w i l l  be  
t h e  same amount a s  t h e  customer had when 
se rv ice  was d isconnec ted  a t  t h e  prev ious  
address, o r  t h e  d e p o s i t  must be enough 
t o  equal t h e  amount o f  unpaid b i l l s  t h a t  
t h e  customer had ou t s t and ing ,  whichever 
is grea te r .  

( e )  Bui lder ' s  &pos i t  - When and if a b u i l d e r  is i n  the  
process of cons t ruc t ing  a r e s iden t i a l .  house, a deposit  
of Five Dollars ($5.00) p e r  house be ing  constructed i s  
required. For each commercial es tab l i shment  being 

. . .  ~ o n s t r u c t e d ,  the b u i l d e r  is requi red  to  p l a c e  a deposi t  
of F i f teen  Dollars ($15.00) . 

( f )   ire Hydrant Meter Depos i t  -.When and i f  a customer 
requests  t h a t  a meter be placed on a f i r e  hydrant, 
the customer i s  r equ i r ed  t o  p l ace  a d e p o s i t  of Twenty 
Five Dollars  ($25.00) . Requests f o r  such  f i r e  hydrant 

. . .  .. -.-- . . . .  .,... ... ..*:.<:.. !.> :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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t o  obtain C i ty  water. 

4 .* ..? .d SECTION 3. B i l l i n g  and Col lect ion Procedure - The meter 
I £or each water u t i l i t y  customer s h a l l  be read monthly, and the 
I I 

d customer s h a l l  be b i l l e d  fo r  t h e  water  used since the  last  pre- 
v ious  meter reading.  There sha1.l be  a period of ten days from 

a".. t h e  b i l l i n g  d a t e  wi th in  which t i m e  t h e  customer may pay t h e  -1 ..... 

., I 
a c t u a l  (net) amount of h i s  b i l l .  

... 
If the b i l l  is  not  paid by t h e  due date as  se t  out on the 

f ace  of the b i l l ,  a penalty of t en  (10%) percent i s  added, and 
t h e  gross amount is  then due. Should any customer's b i l l  
remain unpaid on t h e  b i l l i n g  da te  f o r  t h e  next mont.hls bi l l ,  
t h e  unpaid amount w i l l  appear on t h e  b i l l  a s  being i n  "previous 
balance". The customer s h a l l  receive  a writ ten notice s t a t i ng  
that the  t o t a l  amount of the  b i l l  (shown a s  net  amount) s h a l l  

disconnected. 

If the water  s e rv i ce  is disconnected, the customer must 
pay the  t o t a l  b i l l  due. plus  an addi t iona l  deposit accosding 
t o  section 2 (a) o r  (b) above, p lus  a reconnection f e e  before 
water  service  w i l l  be  reconnected. The reconnection fee is 
as follows: 

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through 

After 5:00 p.m. o r  on weekends and 
holidays 

z.3 
;+ ~f the  customer pays the  Customer Serviceman when he goes 
, ... to the  hous~.. .pr business  t o  disconnect the service for non- 

payment, t h e  customer must pay the  t o t a l  b i l l  due plus the  
addi t ional  depos i t  a c c ~ r d i n g  t o  Secgion 2 (a) o r  (b) above plus 

., : c  
,c*... 

ii?;:q 
a service f e e  of One Dollar ($1.00). 

A*, 

... - . . . . . . .  , 

, . 
'-~ 1~ 
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A s e r v i c e  charge of Three and 50/100'6 Dol la rs  ($3.50) 
w i l l  a iso  be charged f o r  each service  c a i l  GlaL a Custolaar 
Serviceman makes t o  a customer t h a t  has been disconnected 
fo r  non-payment when a customer reconnects h i s  wate r  se rv ice  
himself wi thout  paying t h e  t o t a l  amount due or  i f  a customer 
has moved i n t o  a house and turned the water on without  plac- 
ing a deposi t  with t he  C i ty .  

When and i f  a customer pays h i s  w a t e r - u t i l i t y  b i l l  by 
check and t h e  customer's bank w i l l  not honor t h e  check, t h e  
check i s  re turned t o  t h e  C i ty  and wri t ten no t i ce  is  mailed to 
the  customer giving f i v e  ( 5 )  days i n  which t o  redeem the check. 

... I f  the  re turned check is n o t  redeemed by t h e  customer by 
:..) 3:00 p.m. on t h e  f i f t h  (5) day, the customer's s e r v i c e  s h a l l  be 

$# disconnected. The requirements for  an addi t iona l  deposit  as 
\ ;  s t a t ed  i n  Sect ion 2 (a )  o r  (b) above p lus  t h e  reconnection f e e  F.5 

a s  s ta ted  i n  paragraph 3 o f  t h i s  sect ion must be paid before 
the customer's water s e r v i c e  i s  reconnected. 

. . ..*~ * ... " b. - ,;. :: ,,, . . , .*...-. 
SECTIOX 4. That a l l  ordinances of the C i t y  o f  MesquFte 

i n  con f l i c t  wi th  t he  provis ions  of t h i s  ordinance be, and t h e  
same are, hereby repealed and a l l  other ordinances of t h e  City 
of Mesquite n o t  i n  c o n f l i c t  with the  provisions of t h i s  
ordinance s h a l l  remain i n  f u l l  force and e feec t ,  

SECTION 5. That should any paragraph, sentence,  sub- 
.:., division, c lause ,  phrase, o r  section of t h i s  ordinance be  . .. ... >.. . adjudged o r  he ld  t o  be unconst i tu t ional ,  i l l e g a l ,  o r  invalid,  
t;n t he  same s h a l l  not  a f f e c t  t h s  va l id i ty  of t h i s  ordinance a s  a 

whole o r  any p a r t  o r  provis ion hereof other than  t h e  p a r t  so 
decided t o  be invalid, i l l e g a l ,  o r  unconst i tu t ional .  .,:: : 

~. . .  8 

SECTLQN 6. That any person, firm, o r  corporat ion 
viola t ing any of the p.rovisio_ns ox terms of  t h i s  ordinance 
s h a l l  be deemed t o  be g u i l t y  of a Glass C: Misdemeanor and 
upon sonvictibn i n  the  Municipal Court s h a l l  be punished by 
a f i ne  nok t o  exceed Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) fo r  each 
offense. 

SECTION 7. Whereas. t h e  water-ut i l i ty  r a t e s ,  meter 
deposits and pol icy f o r  b i l l i n g  and co l lec t ion  are inadequate 
and i n  order t o  p ro tec t  t h e  puhlic i n t e r e s t  and general  welfare 

. ~. , , . . . * 

. ... . . .  . ~~~ . ~ 
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o f  the City of Mesquite, creates an urgency and an emergency 
md r e w i r e s  that this ordinance sha l l  take  effect i m m e A i a t e 3 . y  
from and a f t e r  i t s  passage and publication of sai& ordinance, 
as the l a w  i n  such cases provides. 

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the Ciky 
Of Mesquite, Texas, on the 16 day of September , A.D. ,  1974. 

ATTEST : APPROVES AS TO FORM: 

Elland Archer 
City Attorney 

A 
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