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ORDINANCE NO. 1207 

AN 0RI)INANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 15A OF THE CITY CODE BY REPEATING SECTION 15A-1 
THEREGF AND SUBSTITUTrNG A NEH SECTION 15A-1 I N  LIEU ~. . , THEREOF, BY PROVIDING CERTAIN MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR 
FENCES AROUND SWIMMING POOLS INCLUDING A S I X  (6) FEET 
HEIGHT MINIMUM, BY PROVIDING THAT FENCES IN  EXISTANCE 
AT THE TIME OF THIS ACT SHALL BE EXCEPTED; BY PROVIDING 
A PENALTY NOT T;) EXCEED TWO HUNDRED ($200.00) DOLLARS 
AND DECLARYNG AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

i SECTION 1. That Chapter  15A of the  Code o f  the C i t y  o f  Mesquite 

.' / i s  a m e w h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  i n  a l l  other respects t o  remain .... t n  f u l l  f o rce  and e f f e c t :  C- 

Section 15A-1 i s  hereby repealed. A new Section 15A-1 
i s  subs t i t u ted  i n  l i e u  thereof  t o  read  as fol lows: 

"Section 15A-1. Fence, w a l l ,  e tc .  , r e q u i r e d  around swimming 

"Every person i n  possession o f  l and  w i t h i n  the corporate 
l i m i t s  of t h e  c i t y ,  e i t h e r  as owner, purchaser under 
contract ,  lessee, tenan t  o r  l i censee,  upon which i~ 
s i tua ted  a swimming poo l  sha l l  a t  a l l  times maintain 
upon the  l o t  o r  premises on which t h e  swimming pool i s  
located a fence, w a l l  o r  other so l  i d  s t ruc tu re  des- 
ignated t o  p reven t  smal l  c h i l d r e n  f rom inadvertent ly  
wandering i n t o  t h e  pool  . Such fence o r  other s o l i d  
s t ruc tu re  s h a l l  be n o t  less  then t h a n  s i x  (6) feet 
i n  he ight  w i t h  no openings t h e r e i n  o t h e r  than doors 
o r  gates l a r g e r  t h a n  two  (2) inches measured i n  a 
hor izonta l  d i r e c t i o n  and designed and constructed So 
as not  t o  be e a s i l y  climbable. A l l  such doors open- 
i n g  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  such enclosure s h a l l  be equipped 
w i t h  s e l f - c l o s i n g  and s e l f - l a t c h i n g  devtces designed 
t o  keep and capable o f  keeplng such doors and gates 

. . . . . . . . .  . s e c u r e l y  c losed a t  a l l  times when n o t  i n  actual use, 
such l a t c h i n g  d e v i c e  t o  be at tached t o  the upper 
quar ter  o f  such door  o r  gate; provided,  however, 

......... .............. T- - -..-- ,: .:..; ,:;, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,...,. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

... ................................... .. - 

. .  ,. , . . .  . . . . .  , ,, .~ . . . , .. , ._~ , ~ 



.--..:--,..-..-- . . . .  --.- . - - . --- ---.---C- i l  . . . . . . . . . .  

" tha t  the door of any dwelling occupied by human beings 
and forming any p a r t  of  t h e  enclosure herein required +.. .! need not be s o  equipped. Provided, further. t h a t  

! s : v : ' m m i ~ g  pools i n  ex is t snce  on the effective date  of 
t h i s  chapter1 s h a l l  be fenced i n  accordance with the 
requirements o f  t h i s  s ec t ion  on or before the  effec- 
t i v e  date  of  t h i s  ordinance and thereafter i t  shall  
be unlawful t o  maintain any swimming pool i n  t h e  cor- 
pora te  l i m i t s  of t h e  c i t y  which i s  n o t  fenced i n  ac- 
cordance w i t h  the  requirements of th is  section." 

SECTION 2. That should any paragraph, sentence, subdivision, clause, 
phrase, o r  s ec t ion  o f  t h i s  ordinance be adjudged o r  held t o  be unconstitu- 
t i o n a l ,  i l l e g a l ,  o r  inva l id ,  the  same shall not a f f ec t  the validity of t h i s  
ordinance a s  a whole, o r  any pa r t  o r  provision hereof other than the part 
s o  decided t o  be inva l id ,  i l l e g a l ,  o r  unconstitutional. 

SECTION 3. That any person, firm, or  corporation violating any of 
t h e  pfovisions o r  terms of t h i s  ordinance shall he punished by a f ine  n o t  
t o  exceed Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for  each offense. 

SECTION 4. The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  fencing requirements fo r  swimming pools 
i n  t h e T i t y  of Mesquite a re  inadequate to  preserve l ives  creates an urgency 
and an emergency f o r  t h e  preservation of the public health, safety, and 
welfare and requires  t h a t  t h i s  ordinance shall take ef fec t  immediately 
from and a f t e r  i ts  passage and publication of the caption of said ordinance, 
a s  the la\r i n  such cases provides. 

DULY PASSED by t h e  City Council of the City of tMesquite, Texas, on 
19 t h e  day of A u g u s t  A.D. ,  1974 a 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

El 1 and Archer 
City Attorney . . . .  : .........' 


