
OXDINANCE NO. 1 1 7 4  I 

'."I ,-+ A S  OZDIY?.l:YCE O F  THE C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS, AMEND- 
:.,: ING C3.PTER 5, SECTION 6, AND CHAPTER 1 4 B ,  SECTION 

27, OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE BY PROVIDING 2;. "1 .:>:< . -. 
A DEFINITION O F  A WALL SIGN ON PPREMISES FRONTING ON 

& OR V I S I B L E  FROM INTERSTATE HIGIWAYS; BY STATING TI.LE 
~ . i  INTENT AND PURPOSE OF THE ORDINANCE; BY ESTABLISHING . .... 

,..:!.I . , L I M I T S  ON THE S I Z E  AND DIMENSIONS OF WALL S I G N S :  BY 
'.:.I 
-5'1 

REPEPLING ALL ORDINANCES I N  CONFLICT WITH T E E  PRO- 
I V I S I O N S  OF T H I S  ORDINANCE AND EXPRESSLY RETAINING I N  

F-tJLL FORCE AND EFFECT ALL REQUIREMENTS FOR SIGNS,ON 
P E M I S E S  NOT ON OR V I S I B L E  FROM INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS, 
NOT IK CONFLICT HERCWITH; BY PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE: BY PROVIDING FOR A PENAT.,TY NOT TO EXCEED TWO 
HUNDRED WLLARS ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND 
DECURING AN EMERGENCY. 

NCW, THEREFORE, BE I T  QRDALNED BY THE CITY COUNCIL O F  THE 
C I T Y  OF MESQUITE, T M A S :  

SECTION 1. T h a t  C h a p t e r  5, S e c t i o n  6, of the C o d e  of the -- 
C i t y  of M e s q u i t e  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  subsection as  
f o l l o w s  in  a l l  o the r  respects to  remain i n  f u l l  force and effect: 

ARTICLE XVI of the N a t i o n a l  B u i l d i n g  code heretofore 
a d o p t e c ?  b y  t h e  C i t y  of M e s q u i t e ,  is m o d i f i e d  i n  the 
f o l l o w i n g  manner, a new section 1 6 0 0 . 3 1  i s  added, 
t o  w i t :  

1 6 0 0 . 3  .l. DEFINITION O F  A W?GL S I G N  

A w a l l  s ign,  w h e n  on a premises f ron t ing  on or vis ib le  
from an i n t e r s t a t e  h i g h w a y ,  i n  addit ion t o  the def in i t ion  
p r o v i d e d  i n  C h a p t e r  14b, Section 2, of the  C o d e  of t h e  

- -. -, .- C i t y  of Mesquite, is d e e m e d  t o  include a l l  m e a n s  oc..-- 
communication of i d e a s ' . b r  a d v e r t i s i n g  u t i l i z i n g  the 
exterior of a b u i l d i n g  or s t ruc tu re  ko express such 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  of i d e a s  or a t t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n  or cause 
u n d u e  no t ice  t o  a s t r u c t u r e  d e s i g n e d  o r  used for  a 
c o m m e r c i a l  or b u s i n e s s  v e n x r e ,  w i t h o u t  regard to 
w h e t h e r  or  no t  s a m e  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  the w a l l s  of sa id  
b u i l d i n g .  
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Odd o r  unusual shapes or designs of a s t r u c t u r e  o r  
bu i id ing ,  gimmicks, arrows, mirror e f f e c t  f i n i s h  '5' 
wi th  h igh  r e f l e c t i v e  cha rac t e r i s t i c s ,  e x t e r i o r  
f i n i s h  o r  design in  stripes, checks o r  polka dots,  
representa t ions  of  objects ,  animate o r  inanimate, 
loud ol: unusual colors  t h a t  markedly c o n t r a s t  o r  
c l a sh  w i t h  o t h e r  colors about  the  s t r u c t u r e  or 
premises o r  o t h e r  s t ruc tu res  o r  buildings,  reason- 
ab ly  ca lcu la ted  t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  o r  n o t i c e  t o  a 
s t r u c t u r e  o r  premises, when such s t r u c t u r e  o r  
premises i s  used o r  designed a s  a commercial o r  
bus iness  establishment s h a l l  be deemed t o  be f o r  
t h e  purpose of advert is ing and sha l l  be cc~nsidered 
a wa l l  s ign.  

SECTION 2. The in t en t  and purpose of  th i s  ordirance is 

p r e v e n t  a d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of t h e  community by unbridled competit ion 
among bus iness  concerns for  tb most gar ish and unusual 
s t r u c t u r e s  f o r  t h e  purpose of advertising. 

City of Mesquite is hereby mended as  followts: 

WALL SIGNS ON PREMISES FRONTING ON OR VZSIBI,E FROM 
INTERSTATE HIGE-IWAYS 

1 .  Height may not  exceed t h e  roof l i n e  by more thhan 
t h r e e  (3)  f e e t .  ... - -7.-v.-,-. .. 

2.  N o  p a r t  of s ign  s h a l l  be n.ore than twelve (12) inches 
from t h e  face  o f  the wall .  

3. The l e s s e r  dimension, whether same s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  
height: o r  width, s h a l l  n o t  exceed four (4) f e e t .  

4 .  Overal l  area s h a l l  be Limited t o  twenty (20%) percent 
of t h e  e x t e r i o r  plane of each story on which advert is-  
ing is exhib i ted ,  but n o t  l e s s  than f i f t y  (50) square 
feet per  e s t a b l i s h ~ e n t .  .. , . . . . . . . . . .  ~~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  __-._ __~"__ 

,-...---I -.-- - _  -. ...-. . ................. 

. . . . . . . . .  " 

~ ~ & .  

'- - . ~  .... . . . . . . .  . - I , - 7  



. , . , ~ . .  

...... "., .: . : . .  

ORDI::-~CE/PAGE 3 

where 2 building or s t ruc tu re  is curved or divided in to  
many planes a r e s u l t a n t  view o r  s i d e  may be considered a 

. . .  plane for the  purpose of determining the  maxhum sign area  . ,.,- 4 based upon a t  l e a s t  four sides per  building.  
._l., 
~;. 6 Exter ior  area on more than one s i d e  or s to ry  may not  be 

accumulated f o r  the  purpose of enlarging the maximum sign area  
on one s ide  o r  s to ry  without approval of the  c i t y  Council upon 
a finding t h a t  such enlargement w i l l  not  be detr imental  t o  t h e  
community. In consideration of t h i s  question, a  more subdued 
surface,  color  o r  l igh t ing  e f f e c t  may be considered as  well  a s  
t h e  e f f e c t  of  advert ising displayed on t h e  s ides  proposed t o  
be used for  accumulation purposes. 

SECTION 4. That a l l  ordinances of the City of Mesquite 
i n  con f l i c t  wi th  t he  provisions o f  t h i s  ordinance be, an8 the  
same a re ,  hereby repealed and expressly re ta ining i n  f u l l  fo rce  
and e f f e c t  a l l  requirements £0~- s igns ,  on premises no t  on or  
v i s i b l e  from i n t e r s t a t e  highways, no t  i n  con f l i c t  herewith. 

SECTION 5. Should any word, phrase, sentence, paragraph, 
o r  section of t h i s  ordinance be he ld  t o  be  invalid or uncon- 
s t i t u t i o n a l ,  t h e  remaining provisions of tllis Ordinance s h a l l  
remain i n  f u l l  force and e f fec t .  

SECTION 6. Any person, f irm o r  corporation v io la t ing  any 
of t h e  provisions of t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  be deemed to be g u i l t y  
of a Class C Misdemeanor and upon conviction in  the Municipal 
Court sha l l  b e  sub jec t  t o  a f i ne  no t  t o  exceed Two Hundred 
Dollars ($200.00) f o r  each offense. 

SECTION 7. Whereas, the Code of  t h e  City of Mesquite, 
Texzs, i s  inadequate t o  afford t h e  necessary protection of the 
inhabitants of  the Ci ty  cons t i tu tes  an urgency and an emergency 
i n  order t o  p ro tec t  t h e  public i n t e r e s t ,  comfort and general 
welfare and requires  t h a t  t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  take e f f e c t  
immediately from and a f t e r  its passage and the  publication of 
t he  caption of sa id  ordinance, a s  t h e  law in  such cases provides. 
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