
. .  .- 

. . .  : .<. .............. 

ORDINANCE NO. 1138 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MESQUITE, T M A S ,  AMEND- 
ING CHAPTER 8, SECTION 20.1 OF THE CODE OF THE C I T Y  
O F  MESQUZTE, BY PR3VIDZNG FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT O F  
F I R E  LANES I N  FRONT OF ALL MULTI--FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 
STRUCTURES EXCEPT DUPLEXES, ALL SHOPPING CENTERS 
AND ALL PUBLIC ASSEMBLY AND HIGN R I S E  BUILDINGS; 
BY PROVIDING SPECIFICATIONS AND IIOCA'SION OF S A I D  
F I R E  LANE: BY PROVIDING SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE 
DESIGNATION AND MARKING OF S A I D  F I N 3  LANE; BY 
PROVIDING THE INSTANCES I N  WHICH THE OWNER OR PER- 
SON I N  CHARGE SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR KEEPING 
S A I D  F I R E  LANE MARKED AND SIGNED; BY PROVIDING 
DEFINITIONS FOR THE TERMS "FRONT. " "CURB LINE, " 
AND "FIRE LANE;" BY STATING TIPE PURPOSE OF SUCH 
ORDINANCE; BY PROVIDING A SEVERABILI'N CLAUSE; BY 
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED 
DOLLARS ( $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  ; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T  ORDAINED BY THE C I T Y  COUNClL OF THE 
C I T l  OF MESQUITE, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 8, Sect ion 20.1 of  t h e  Code of  t h e  
City of Mesquite, Texas, is hereby amended t o  read as follows: 

SECTION 2 0 . 1  

Establishment o f  F i r e  Lanes 

A l l  multi-family r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o the r  than 
duplexes,  a l l  shopping cen te r s  and a l l  pub l i c  
assembly bu i ld ings  as defined by Ci ty  Ordinance, 
including t h e  Zoning ordinance, and a l l  s t r u c t u r e s  
of more than two and one-half (24) s t o r e s  sometimes 
c a l l e d  "high r i s e "  s t r u c t u r e s ,  whether ex i s t ing  o r  

........... . . 
h e r e i n a f t e r  constru-cted, shaLl c0nt.ai.n an a r e a  t o  
be designated a s  a "F i r e  Lane, " such a rea  t o  be 
along the curb  l i n e  i n  f r o n t  of such s t r u c t u r e  o r  
i f  t h e r e  is no curb line, then along t h e  f r o n t  of  
s a i d  s t r u c t u r e  a s  t h e  term " f ron t "  is h e r e i n  def ined 
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... 1"' ..q not more than th i r ty- f ive  (35) f e e t  from s a i d  s t ruc -  
t u re  and ly ing  along the e n t i r e  width o r  length ,  a s  
the case may be, of the f ron t  o f  said s t r u c t u r e ;  
said f i r e  l a n e  being not  l e s s  than twelve (12) f e e t  
wide on a straight-of-way and a for ty  (40) f o o t  
zadius a t  any corner of such lane .  

1:. Said f i r e  l a n e  s h a l l  be paved surface and be c l e a r l y  
... marked on t h e  pavement with an ex ter ior  r e d  p a i n t  

forming a perimeter l i n e  a t  l e a s t  four (4) inches 
wide with p r in t ed  legends, "NO PARKING FIRE LANE" i n  

.i 
not l e s s  than one (1) foot l e t t e r s  of one (1) inch 

*,.. l ines  of t h e  same color and type paint;  provided, 
however, t h a t  where the f i r e  l a n e  is adjacent t o  a 

.-- 1 curb of four (4) inch height  i n  l i eu  of t h e  foregoing 
T.. legend sa id  curb may be painted red with s a i d  ex ter -  

ior pa in t  and the  legends painted on the  cu rb  i n  b l ack  
and c l e a r l y  l e g i b l e .  Such legends s h a l l  b e  no more 
than f i f t y  ( 5 0 )  f e e t  apart .  In addition, metal  s igns  

. . 
.>. .; . . .  . . 

on posts  s h a l l  be posted bearing the aforementioned 
SF. legend and near  such f i r e  lane, provided, however, t h a t  .+.I lack of metal s igns  where such f i r e  lane is otherwise 

.:... clear ly  marked, s h a l l  not be a defense t o  a charge of  
.+: ..: j i l l e g a l  parking. 
.;. . . 
t . / /  In addi t ion the re to ,  a l l  multi-family dwellings,  

i including townhouses but  excluding duplexes, s h a l l  

$1 have a f i r e  lane  o f  the  samo descr ipt ion loca ted  t o  
.*.. provide access  t o  the rear  no t  l e s s  than seventy-five 
.*I (75) f e e t  from t h e  furthermost point  of any u n i t .  

-#-' .&., 'di A 1 1  f i r e  l anes  s h a l l  connect a t  both ends t o  a dedi- 

;' cated s t r e e t  o r  be  constructed with turn-around a reas  
a t  the dead-end with a mini.mum radius  of  f o r t y  (40) f e e t .  

................ . . . . .  . -- . . .-. 
The owner o r  person i n  charge of such s t r u c t u r e  s h a l l  
keep the  f i r e  l ane  c lear ly  marked and signed a t  a l l  
times, provided, however, t h a t  where sa id  f i r e  lane  i s  
to  be upon a publ ic  s t r e e t  the  owner o r  person i n  charge 
sha l l  no t  mark or  designate such area but s h a l l  make 

..*. .I application t o  t h e  City £or such designation and marking. 
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Such f i r e  lane s h a l l  no t  be co-extensive w i t h  a  load- 
ing zone, but loading zones, where needed, s h a l l  be 
established i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  a rea  des ignated  as a  . . .  
Cire lane. 

No person s h a l l  c lose,  abandon, o b s t r u c t ,  o r  deface 

I 
t h e  markings o r  indica t ions  o f  a fire l a n e  requi red  by  

. . t h i s  ordinance without w r i t t e n  permission o f  t h e  F i r e  ! 
: Chief or  h i s  authorized r ~ p r e s e n t a t i v e .  , 

/ ;  
SECTION 2 .  F i r e  hydrants loca ted  on p r i v a t e  proper ty  .. .I s h a l l  be accessible for F i re  Department use  a t  a l l  t imes wi th  

' 

I such access marked a s  a  f i r e  lane  a s  provided h e r e i n  t h e  toblow- * ing distances: 
Gi 
c.*l A .  Fif teen  (15) f e e t  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  f i re  hydrant  o r  , 3 along the curb l i n e  o r  edge o f  paving n e a r e s t  t h e  f i r e  
~ ~ . ,  <... hydrant: and, 
. Hi;: 3 ~ > ,  

B. Three (3) f ee t  add i t iona l  access  f o r  each one (1) f o o t  
of distance the  S i r e  hydrant is s e t  back from t h e  cu rb  , . 

.-, o r  paved access way where p a r a l l e l  parking i s  allowed; 
7.1 and. 
.i I 

C. Four (4) f ee t  a d d i t i o n a l  access  f o r  each one (1) f o o t  
of  distance the  f i r e  hydrant i s  s e t  back from t h e  cu rb  
o r  pavecl access way where head-in parking is allowed. 

SECTION. Defin i t ions  

A .  Front defined - The term " f ron t "  a s  used he re in  i s  def ined  
a s  t h a t  portion of the  bu i ld ing  conta in ing  the primary 

......... . . .  ... entrance way o r  ways. I n  t h e  event  a a t x u c t u r e  con ta ins  -.-- 
multi-units such a s  a  shopping c e n t e r  o r  apartment complex 
wherein the sepa ra t e  u n i t s  thereof  f r o n t  on more than  one 
s i d e  of  the s t r u c t u r e ,  so much of any s i d e  or area  of  t h e  ......... 
s t ruc tu re  containing a  f r o n t  of a  s e p a r a t e  u n i t  s h a l l  be 
deemed the " f ron t "  of such s t r u c t u r e .  I n  t h e  event a  
structure has u n i t s  f ron t ing  on a l l  s i d e s ,  then  a l l  s i d e s  
of such s t ruc tu re  s h a l l , b e  deemed a f r o n t  q j d e .  . .  ..-.....<z...- ..-,. ~..-  .- 

. . . . . .  ..... ..... . 
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Entrance ways i n t o  a mall or a r e a  closed t o  v e h i c l e  
t r a f f i c  s h a l l  no t  be  considered i n  determining a f r o n t  
i f  more than one hundred (100) feet from an area  
designed f o r  vehicle  t r a v e l .  

i s  defined a s  a r a i sed  por t ion  of a s t r e e t ,  d r i v e  or 
parking area separat ing such s t r e e t ,  d r i v e  or parking 
a rea  from another area such a s  a parkway, yard  o r  open 
space not  designed fo r  veh ic l e  use .  Such c u r b  l i n e  may 
b e  the  curb of a dedicated s t r e e t  and the  l a n e  ad jacent  
t h e r e t o  provided herein may b e  wi th in  such dedica ted  
s t r e e t  provided that t h e  Ci ty  so  des igna tes  and marks such 
area .  

C .  F i r e  lane defined - The term "fire lane" a s  used herein 
is defined a s  a passage way f o r  f i re  and emergency 
veh ic l e s  and equipment and i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the loca t ion  

, ;  -- and width provided herein,  i s  f u r t h e r  def ined  a s  an a rea  
of pavement s u i t a b l e  fox veh icu la r  t r a f f i c  and s h a l l  be 
o f  a qua l i ty  not l e s s  than t h e  d r i v e  a rea  f o r  t h e  
s t r u c u t r e  o r  remaining por t ion  of dedica ted  s t r e e t  and 

A*' :s2; s h a l l  extend t o  a dedicated s t r e e t .  

.:d 
SECTION 3. Purpose 

' ! 

The purpose of t h i s  enactment is t o  provide unobstructed access  
t o  t h e  en t ry  ways of multi-family s t r u c t u r e s ,  shopping cen te r s  
and pub l i c  assembly bui ldings f o r  f i r e  and emergency veh ic l e s  
and equipment: t o  b e t t e r  p ro tec t  t h e  l i v e s  and p rope r ty  of t h e  
inhabi tan ts  of t h e  City.  

SECTION 4. Should any word, phrase,  sen tence ,  paragraph or 
.?ecCion of .  t h i s  Ordinance be he ld  to b e  void ox uncons t i tu t iona l ,  
the remaining provisions of t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  remain i n  f u l l  
f o r c e  and e t f e c t .  

SECTION 5. Any person, f i rm o r  corpora t ion  v i o l a t i n g  any 

i 
Of t h e  provisions of t h i s  Ordinance s h a l l  be  deemed t o  be  g u i l t y  

$: 
-. of a misdemeanor and upon convict ion i n  t h e  Corporation Court 

s h a l l  b e  subjec t  t o  a f i n e  no t  t o  exceed Two Hundred DoZlaxs 
I$200.00) fo r  each offense, and each and every day such v io la t ion  

.-" . . . . . . .  . . . .  ...---- . 
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continues s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a separa te  o f f ense .  

SECTION 6. I n  a d d i t i o n  to any c r imina l  pena l ty  provided 
herein and cumuLative t h e r e o f ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  Mesquite may revoke 
a c e r t i f i c a t e  of  occupancy for a s t r u c t u r e  requi red  t o  have a 
f i r e  l a n e  and deny u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  t o  such  s t r u c t u r e  u n t i l  the 
required f i r e  lane  is e s t a b l i s h e d .  

SECTION 7. The fact  t h a t  the  p r e s e n t  ordinance providing 
fo r  the establ ishment  of f i r e  lanes  is inadequate  c r e a t e s  an 
urgency and a n  emergency f o r  t h e  preserva t ion  o f  the publ ic  

s- i businesses,  p roper ty ,  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  and r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  
ordinance s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  immediately from and a f t e r  its .h passage and t h e  pub l i ca t ion  o f  the  capt ion  of s a i d  ordinance, 

< 
a s  the  l a w  i n  such cases  provides .  

WLY PASSED AND APPROVED by t h e  C i t y  Council o f  t h e  City 
of Mesquite, Texas, on t h e  4 day of September , A.D., 1973. 

Mayor 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

El land  Archer 
C i t y  Attorney 
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